Fig Leaf News

Dear Friends, 
    I want to remind you that next week we are celebrating National Pie Month with demonstrations every day at Noon and 1:00 p.m.  This is a great opportunity to learn about a variety of techniques and projects before committing to making them.  The samples are all on display.  Stop in and take a peak!  (The projects are also posted on our Facebook page.)

     Following, you’ll also find some of our March class offerings.  We welcome two new teachers – Christie Boyne and Margaret Wagner.  Christie will be teaching a class with the beginning quilter in mind called Rocky Mountain Windows which features foundation paper piecing.  Margaret is a pattern designer from Greeley who specializes in needle-turn reverse applique by hand.  Her designs are amazing and she will share her techniques in a three session class.
    We finally have the magazine quilt on display in the store.  If you want a kit for one just like the sample, let us know and we’ll reserve one for you with a $60.00 deposit.  (We don’t know the actual price of the kit at this time.  The magazine has to test our pattern and yardages before we can actually cut our kits and we have to put in our kits the yardage they list.)

    If you’re getting spring fever, we don’t have a cure, but we do have a bunch of new fabrics that make it feel like spring.  Be sure to check out our new products photo album on Facebook.  See you soon.

Piecefully yours,
      







Laura
Classes, Classes, Classes

Class Policies

1. You may register for most classes until the day the class begins – exceptions would be classes where we have to prepare a kit for each participant.  That said; remember that there are minimum enrollment requirements as well as maximum student number limitations.  So you may not want to wait until the last minute to reserve your space.
2. Payment of the entire class fee is required upon registration.

3. Refunds will be given if for some reason the class has to be cancelled or if notification is given by the student at least one week before the class is to begin.

4. Classes will be cancelled one week prior to the start date if enrollment is not sufficient.  (If there is a class you really want to take, sign up early so that the class is assured to go.)

5. Students will be given a 10% discount on all supplies purchased at The Fig Leaf for classes requiring materials (kits excluded).  Discounts will be given only after the class fee has been paid and will last only for the duration of the class.

6. Space may be reserved by phone with a credit card – 970-495-1766.

Year Long Classes & Club
Vintage Embroidery 

Wednesday March 7th 

            6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

We started a new year of Vintage Embroidery in September.  It’s not too late to join!  If you would like the opportunity to study 19th century Redwork and to collect late 19th and early 20th century embroidery designs this is the place to be!

We will look at antique and contemporary examples of Redwork embroidery and work on a portfolio of thirty-six blocks that can be completed into one or several quilts at the end of the year.  There will be additional projects as well to include a pincushion, 

a pair of pillow shams and a table runner.  The projects can be done as Redwork or multi-color embroidery.  We will teach you the stitches necessary to complete the blocks and provide you with a notebook for your patterns. We meet once a month on the first Wednesday of the month.

Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Fee: $45.00 year
Stash Busters Club
Thursday March 8th 

         10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

     If your stash is piled high and you’re feeling guilty because you want to start something new, then Stash Busters Club is the group to join!  Charlotte and Laura will be working together, along with guest group members to help you get excited and organized to begin to use fabrics you have already collected.
    An organized stress free quilting day isn’t a dream.  Our pros share time-savers to make their quilting time tick.

    If you’ve missed Stash Busters in previous years, you owe it to yourself to sign-up this year!  Join us the second Thursday of each month to be encouraged and inspired.

Fee: $5.00 year

Dear Jane – A Civil War Journey
Saturday March 10th  

                  10:00 to Noon


Or

Monday March 12th  


   10:00 to Noon






           Or





            6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

      Join us as we begin a new year of Dear Jane.  This class is a lecture series of Civil War history that meets the second Monday or Saturday of each month.  Although the class began in 2011, it’s not too late to join – if you want to make the quilt, you just need to double up on the blocks.

       We discuss the major battles, women’s roles and quilting.  Many of these topics are discussed from the perspective of the people of the time through their diaries and letters.

In conjunction with the lectures, those who wish may make a reproduction of the quilt made in 1863 by Jane Stickle of Vermont.  This quilt has two hundred and twenty-five 4 ½” blocks.  These blocks are made using a variety of techniques – hand piecing, rotary cutting and machine piecing, foundation paper piecing and hand appliqué. 

Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Fee: $50.00 (Dear Jane book required for those making the quilt.)

Fig Leaf Quilt Club

Tuesday March 20th 

    Join us the third Tuesday of the month for Fig Leaf Quilt Club!  We have lots of things planned for 2012.  We will be working on a sampler quilt that features blocks created by each of Moda’s fabric designers paired with a favorite recipe.  There will be four to six additional projects that feature the blocks from the quilt – pillow shams, table topper and a wall quilt to name a few – and we’ll give you a notebook to keep your patterns in.

    As always, there will be show and tell of projects by club members, door prizes and refreshments.  Meeting times are 10:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., and 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.  Come and bring a friend.

Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Fee: $15.00 year

Fifth Saturday Club

    For those of you not familiar with Fifth Saturday Club, you purchase a club tote bag for $10.00.  Then, on the fifth Saturday of the month (there are four in 2012 – March, June, September and December) you bring your tote bag to the store and you will receive a 20% discount on all the regular priced merchandise that you can fit in your bag.  Merchandise can include kits, fat-quarters, notions, books, computer software – the rule is the majority of the product must fit inside the bag in order to be eligible for the discount.  Don’t miss out.  Reserve your bag today!
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February 27th – March 3rd 
    Join us for a fun filled week of demonstrations as we celebrate National Pie Month!  We feature a different hour- long demonstration every day at Noon and 1:00 p.m.  This is a great way to learn a variety of projects and techniques without having to commit to making a new project.   Also, if you wish, you may bring your favorite pie recipe to share with your classmates.  Each class costs $7.50.  Please call ahead and reserve your place in the class as space is limited – 970-495-1766.

Monday February 27th
Fun with Border Stripes – Noon to 1:00 p.m.
    Border stripes can add interest to your quilt, not only as a border, but “fussy” cut into a variety of shapes to use in your quilt blocks.  In this class we’ll show you how to achieve kaleidoscope effects with very little time and effort, as well as, how to cut and sew striped borders so that the corner miters and the print turns the corner properly.  Laura will show a multitude of samples to give you lots of inspiration.
Instructor: Laura Shotwell
Sliced Charm Runner – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
    Pick your favorite charm pack or cut a variety of 5” squares from your stash, add a couple of coordinating fabrics and you’re ready to make this delightful table runner.  The piecing is done “quilt-as-you-go” style, so when the last segment is sewn to the runner, the quilting is complete and you’re ready to bind!  What could be simpler?

Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Tuesday February 28th 

Let’s Do the Twist! – Noon to 1:00 p.m.

    From strips to pinwheels in a jiffy!  This quilt starts with strips, cutting triangles, giving them a spin, and quilting fun!  From the book, Strip Smart Quilts we’ll walk you through this fun pattern giving you the tips and tricks that help move right through the process.  Although our store sample has a more blended look, you can choose different colors.  Why not?  We’ll talk through the possibilities!

Instructor: Charlotte Allum

Dress Up Your Table – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
    This time it’s “my brother loved it!”  Using fabrics from your stash or grabbing something new, these table runners make wonderful gifts or make one for yourself to perk up your table or spot on the wall!  Using Thangles and the simplicity of a few colors, we’ll show you how to make this runner in very little time!

Instructor: Charlotte Allum

Wednesday February 29th 

Magical Texture – Noon to 1:00 p.m.
    Learn how to easily create textured fabric with Texture Magic™.  Becky will give ideas for using it in a simple baby quilt – kids love the scrunchie feel!  Come see our fun sample.
Instructor: Becky Martin

All-Day Apron – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.

    This apron is so adorable and practical; you could wear it all day!  Two straps in the back attach the neck to the waist, keeping the front from slipping down, while a playful ruffle makes kitchen duties fun!  This pattern works great with those large-scale prints you’ve been wondering how to use.  You’ll want to make a collection of aprons for yourself as well as for gifts – think Easter or Mother’s Day!

Instructor: Andrea Powell

Thursday March 1st
One Block Wonder – Noon to 1:00 p.m.

    Ever wonder why in the world you bought a large print fabric and lots of it, like animals, flowers, or you have a large piece of fabric you don’t know what to do with?  Then this is the class for you!  This technique is all about texture, movement, sparkle and swirl!  You choose one fabric, one shape – hexagon or octagon – think kaleidoscope, and make one stunning quilt.  Easy random cutting!   No planning, no “fussy” cuts and no mess-ups.  What could be easier?  You have to see it to believe it!
Instructor: Charlotte Allum

Fun with the Dresden Plate – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.

    We’ll explore this old time traditional pattern using scraps or other fabrics that make a more blended look.  Then we’ll take it “up a notch” and talk about other things we can make from this still popular quilt pattern: sunflower, turkey, picture, etc.  And, we’ll do it all with one easy tool!

Instructor: Charlotte Allum

Friday March 2nd
Yin-Yang Handbag – Noon to 1:00 p.m.

    Inspired by the Yin-Yang symbol, this handbag looks small, but with two huge automatically-made pockets, it holds an amazing amount.  You really can make one of these in a day.  Uses just two fabrics (7/8 yd. of a dark, 2/3 yd. of a light or contrasting) and some batting scraps.  There are just two pattern pieces.  Like me, you’ll want one for each season.
Instructor: Susan Grebel

Fabric Embellishment with Shiva Paint Stiks – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.

    The possibilities are endless with these oil paints in a stick.  Make unique quilt labels, spiffy monograms and embellishments, or create your own fabric to use however you want!  Great for art quilting.  Learn all the tips and tricks in this hour long class.  It’s fun and easy to create one-of-a-kind projects.

Instructor: Amanda Clark

Saturday March 3rd
Hunter’s Star – Noon to 1:00 p.m.
    Let us show you this streamlined technique for making the traditional Hunter’s Star block.  It features a ruler with markings unique to Hunter’s Star that allow you to trim oversized units for perfect piecing.  The tool instructions are written for right and left handed and yardages are given for two, three and four fabric combinations.  Perfect for all skill levels.
Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Make a Log Cabin Quilt in a Day – 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.

    The log cabin is one of the easiest, most versatile quilt blocks to make.  Let us show you how quickly and accurately these blocks can be achieved with a simple strip piecing technique.  All log cabin blocks feature a light and dark side, how you lay them out produces the quilt top design – the same set of blocks can have a totally different look depending upon the layout.  Come see the possibilities!

Instructor: Laura Shotwell
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Machine Quilting Basics

Wednesday March 7th 

        12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

    This class is packed with demos and practice time to learn the basics of machine quilting.  You’ll build confidence as you learn how to put a quilt together for machine quilting, basting, straight line quilting and free motion quilting allowing you to turn those “tops” into quilts!  It is very important that your machine is in good working condition and that you have basic knowledge of your machine.  Pick up a supply list.

Instructor: Charlotte Allum

Fee: $40.00

Fine Tune Your Quilting Skills

Wednesdays March 14, 21 & 28 and April 11 & 18




                 10:30 to Noon






             Or





            6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

    Are you sometimes unsatisfied with your completed quilt top?  Do you feel like your piecing skills could use some improvement?  This could be the class for you!

    We will feature a different skill each week and show you a variety of techniques to help make you precise 

when you piece.  You will also learn problem solving skills – how to look at when you’ve done and evaluate it objectively to figure out what is causing the problem and how to fix it.  You may pick and choose from the sessions offered or you may sign-up for all five classes.

Instructor: Laura Shotwell

Fee: $40.00 all sessions

         $10.00 each

Sessions 1 – March 14th 

The Ins & Outs of Triangle Squares

    Learn a variety of techniques for piecing triangle squares – triangles on a roll, Thangles, bias strip piecing and more.  We’ll show you how to keep your points when piecing your blocks as well as proper pressing skills so your squares stay square.
Session 2 – March 21st
Strip Piecing Squares and Rectangles

    You’ll learn fast, accurate cutting techniques for strips, squares and rectangles, the importance of an accurate ¼” seam allowance and how to achieve it, troubleshooting if your strip sets don’t turn out the right size and proper pressing techniques so your strip sets don’t arc.

Session 3 – March 28th 

Working with Diamonds

    We’ll show you how to rotary cut diamonds like a pro, how to piece diamonds without distortion and how to reduce seam allowance bulk when you have many seams converging at a single point.  You’ll also learn how to sew a “y-seam” perfectly every time.

Session 4 – April 11th 

Perfecting Machine Applique

    This class will feature mock hand applique by machine and fusible applique.  You’ll learn how to prepare fabric pieces and apply them to your background fabric by machine – one technique looks like you did it by hand, the other is a more primitive application.

Session 5 – April 18th 

Adding Borders to Your Quilt – Plain or Pieced

    Have you ever added a border to a quilt only to have it ripple and keep your top from lying flat?  We will discuss why this happens and teach you how to prevent it.  You will also learn how to make a pieced border and have it fit your quilt top.

Needle-Turn Reverse Applique by Hand

Saturdays March 17 & 24 & April 7


   



          1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

    Re-create this stunning wall quilt from Eye of the Beholder Quilt Designs.  During this workshop you will learn, from the designer of the pattern, the process and techniques for needle-turn reverse applique.  You will go step-by-step from transferring the pattern to your material to completing your top by hand doing reverse applique.  It’s easy and fun!
Instructor: Margaret Wagner

Fee: $50.00

Quilt of the Year 2011 Reunion

Sunday March 18th 

           1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

    If you took the Feather Star Medallion Quilt of the Year last year, bring your quilt – or as far as you got – to this reunion class to share with the rest of your classmates.  Don’t forget your camera!
Saturday Sampler 2011 Reunion

Saturday March 24th 

        9:00 to 10:00 a.m.

    Grab your quilt (or blocks) and come to this Saturday Sampler reunion.  All three classes will meet together at one time for a gigantic show and tell.  Be sure to bring your camera.  You’re sure to be inspired!

Rocky Mountain Windows

Fridays March 30 & April 20
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

    Watch this space for details!

Instructor: Christie Boyne

Fee: $35.00
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