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www.braillechess.org.uk
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To contact a member of the committee, please see the Braille Chess Association’s website where there is a facility for emailing each officer.

Note: The views expressed in the Gazette do not necessarily reflect the policies or views of the BCA, nor those of the editor.
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Editorial
At Easter I visited the Lanman Museum in Framlingham Castle in Suffolk and among the many artefacts on display was a set of chessmen that had been carved out of boxwood in the trenches during World War One.  The set was a little rough and ready, which is hardly surprising given when and where it was made and that it may well have had battles fought around it as well as on it!  Despite its crude appearance the pieces were perfectly recognisable and I found myself reflecting on the individual who made it and the people who played with it.  How tragic it is to think that many of them may not have come home again but is it not also heart-warming to imagine that the game of chess may have granted them a small diversion from the appalling conditions they were enduring and therefore helped in some way to get them through their terrifying ordeals?  That somewhat scruffy chess set was probably valued beyond measure by those for whom it offered an hour or two of distraction.

Many chessplayers reading this will perhaps also have become so absorbed in a game that all else is blocked out for a while.  We know only too well that chess possesses a powerful fascination for those who appreciate the challenges it places before us.  Of course, our game is not unique in its incredible potential to hold people’s attention.  We can equally be captivated by an evocative piece of music or engrossed in a good book.  I don’t think for one moment that members regularly lose themselves in their gazettes in quite the same way, but nevertheless,  I’d advise you not to put anything in the oven or leave a bath running as you sit down to read this – just in case!  It’s another bumper issue with lots of great contributions from our members on a wide assortment of topics and I hope there will be points of interest for all readers.
Your May gazette contains a summary of the AGM proceedings and reports of tournaments played over the board, by post or by email.  There is a write up on the ever popular Windermere Chess Theme Break and we are invited to step up onto the BCA Friendly Games Ladder!  Our attention is drawn to our hardworking fundraisers and generous supporters, whose donations are helping the BCA to maintain a varied programme of activities and offer a range of subsidies to members.  There are also items about friends who are sadly no longer with us and an exciting announcement about the number of new members who have joined recently.

Kindly note that our secretary is in the process of moving house and his new postal address is not yet certain.  For the time being, anyone who needs to contact Guy is asked to email him or call him on his mobile number, which is given in the officers’ contact details section at the start of this gazette.  In case of any difficulties, please contact another committee member.  No doubt we all wish Guy well for the move!  
I am delighted to be continuing as editor of the BCA Gazette for another year.  Please send your articles for the August issue to me by the end of June.

Julie Leonard

Forthcoming Events

25th June to 2nd July 2016: Chairman’s Cup, Whitehall Hotel, Exeter Park Road, Bournemouth
In 2016 the Chairman’s Cup will be held in memory of Juliet Reeve, a wonderful associate member who passed away on the 29th of August 2015.  Juliet made an invaluable contribution to the social side of our events and will be greatly missed for her inexhaustible kindness and generous spirit.
The Chairman's Cup is open to all visually impaired players whose grade or estimated grade is 140 or below and to BCA associate members within the same grading limit.  The event is played over 7 rounds with one round each day.  Players may request a half point bye in any one of the first six rounds.  If there are sufficient numbers there will be two sections.  Entry fee: £10.  Cost of dinner, bed and breakfast accommodation to members and associate members of BCA: £260 for the week.  The cost to those booking 1 to 4 days: £54 per day.  The cost to non-members of BCA: £336 for the week.  The closing date has now passed but bookings may still be accepted, at the discretion of the organiser, and subject to a late booking fee of £10 per person.  Bookings, including full payment, should be sent to: Mrs Gill Smith (see list of BCA Officers for contact details).  Please note: Rooms will not be reserved until full payment has been received.
The Whitehall Hotel has become very popular with our members who particularly appreciate the good food and the very friendly and helpful staff.  The hotel is situated a relatively short downhill walk to the seafront, lower gardens and shops.  In addition to the chess tournament there will be a varied programme of social activities.  Anyone with ideas for social events, or who wants further information is invited to contact the organisers:
John and Pam Jenkins 
21st to 23rd October 2016: International Autumn Tournament, Holiday Inn, Solihull, West Midlands
This will consist of two five round Swiss tournaments – an Open Tournament and a Challengers Tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 100 or below.  Both tournaments are open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA. The Holiday Inn was used by the BCA a few years ago.  It is conveniently located a short taxi ride from Solihull Railway Station, and is also convenient for Birmingham International Airport.  The hotel has extensive grounds and is adjacent to Solihull’s indoor shopping centre.  The cost for dinner, bed and breakfast for the Friday and Saturday nights is £36 per person per night for BCA members and associate members.  The cost for non-members and for those staying the Sunday night will be £51 per person per night.  There is no single room supplement.
Payment for all accommodation (including Sunday if required), together with the £10 entry fee should be sent to the Treasurer, Gill Smith (see list of BCA Officers for contact details).  The closing date for entries is Friday 2nd September.  Any queries, please contact the organiser, Mark Hague 
Dates for your 2017 Diaries: (More information on these events will follow in the August issue.)
27th May to 3rd June 2017: BCA British Championship, The Old Swan, Harrogate
17th to 19th March 2017: AGM Congress, Hallmark Hotel, Derby
Booking Conditions and Procedures

If you have any queries about the hotel or the tournament please contact the organiser. 

Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In appropriate circumstances, free accommodation is also available to a parent or guardian accompanying a junior.
Visually impaired UK residents in their first year of membership receive their first BCA weekend event free or £100 reduction in the cost of a week-long event.  They may also be accompanied by a guide or companion who will receive the same concession.
For a first event we ask for payment in advance and we then make a refund at the event.

You may pay in these ways:
Cheques payable to Braille Chess Association should be sent to Gill Smith.

Online or telephone payments may be made to: 
Braille Chess Association, sort code 40 52 40, account number 00082456.

Credit/debit card payments may be made through the BCA website.

If you pay by direct payment then you should inform Gill when the payment has been made. 

Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received.  Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the hotels. Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When contacting Gill please let her know if you want a single, double or twin room and if you have a preference for a bath or a shower.  And remember, if emailing Gill, copy in the tournament organiser.

Also say whether any of the following apply.

1 If you will be bringing a guide dog;

2 If you are on a special diet;

3 If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift;

4 If you are a wheelchair user;

5 If you feel you would have any special difficulties in an emergency such as a fire evacuation;

6 Any other special requirements.

Please note: BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.
Notes on the 2016 AGM
This year’s AGM took place at the Hallmark Hotel, Derby on Saturday 19th March. 

After the opening formalities the meeting got on to the issue of the recording of moves in a game. There has been some controversy about the use of braille notetakers to keep a score of a game because of suspicion in some mainstream circles that they can be connected in some way to a chess engine.

Strongly held opinions were expressed on both sides of the debate. Some felt that it was vital to do anything we could to eradicate any suspicion as to the good sportsmanship of VI players, while others felt equally strongly that the capacity of notetakers to interact with chess engines, even by connecting with devices such as iPhones, was so limited as to be irrelevant and stressed that it was the association’s role to stand up for VI players’ interests and preferred way of doing things. Others pointed out that even if we reverted to using recorders, the way technology was going meant that in the not too distant future it would be possible to connect recorders to the internet which raised the question of what we did if that happened.

This debate went on for some time until a non-binding vote on whether to ban the use of any device which could be connected to a chess engine either now or in the future was taken. The vote was fairly decisively in favour, but any ban won’t be brought into effect in our own tournaments till the autumn and there was a strong feeling that we should be on the look out for alternative devices our players could use.

The suggestion that we keep the British a week-long event was not opposed at the AGM itself, and, in accordance with the results of the membership survey run by the Tournament Sub-committee, the event will be open and held in May/June though not necessarily at a seaside resort. Steve and Hazel Burnell have kindly volunteered to take on the organisation of next year’s championship which will be held at the Old Swan Hotel in Harrogate over the half-term week in May. 

Two motions have been passed. The cost of annual membership will rise to £10. There has also been a small change to the selection policy for international events, meaning that it will now be the two highest-finishing VI players in the championship and two other panel members who will select the team. I can now confirm that the first European IBCA team championship will be held in Poland at the end of July, and Norman has asked me to chair the selection panel.

We were particularly pleased with the financial year we had had from October 2014 to September 2015. Julia Scott had done her usual outstanding job and got her by now customary round of applause! The company that David Hodgkins used to work for, Apex Credit Management, had also decided to make our association their charity of the year again. Their fundraising activities on our behalf since David’s untimely death had netted £19,000, an amazing amount. We formally recorded our thanks at the meeting. Julie reported that pictures of her receiving the £19,000 cheque from Apex Credit Management had gone down well on Facebook.

A positive development has been making contact with some enthusiastic chessplayers at the RNC in Hereford. The level is fairly basic at the moment, but it does seem that some students there are very keen and we’ve decided to get five large sets and a couple of braille clocks to them. We’re looking at the possibility of obtaining some funding for regular coaching from the John Robinson Trust. If handled right this could be a hugely positive development; it has been very hard to contact VI juniors in the mainstream, and attempts to get things going at Worcester have not really been successful. At this writing I believe some of the RNC students have become members and I’m pleased to report that Muzz Lakhani, who took over from me as Company Secretary of the British Computer Association of the Blind, has joined the BCA as a life member.

After reports from officers, sub-committees and representatives on outside bodies, elections to committee and non-committee posts were held. Most people were re-elected, though the post of Correspondence Chess Director will soon be passing from Norman to Gary, and Gary did indicate he would be standing down as membership secretary next year. Bill Armstrong also felt he had done more than his fair share of attending some often difficult ECF meetings, and so Owen Phillips bravely stepped into the breach.  We didn’t elect a junior representative this time because we weren’t sure whether Dave Jones, who had held the post, was prepared to stand.
By the time you read this the minutes will have been completed and authorised, and members wishing to obtain a copy should contact me. 

Guy Whitehouse

Treasurer’s Report
Les Whittle sent the BCA a cheque from Morpeth Chess Club, where he is president.  Les said they held a fund raising simultaneous display evening, with their member Roger Coathup playing 21 opponents at once. This is the 6th cheque the BCA has been given by them since 2011 and makes a total of £645 that Morpeth Chess Club has raised for us.

David Hodgkins’ colleagues in Apex Credit Management Ltd have raised a spectacular £19,544.35 for the BCA over the last year in David’s memory.  We are extremely grateful to them for honouring David in this way.  They have also said that the BCA is their chosen charity to support for this coming year too.

Our wonderful fundraiser Julia Scott continues to bring us income with some generous donors.  We are pleased to have her continued support.

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone else who has donated money to the BCA, however grand or modest it is all appreciated.

Gill Smith

All Under One Roof
Members can claim support for attending any of these congresses from the Congress Support Scheme.  You just have to flag up with the Congress Support Officer, Mark Kirkham, that you intend to participate, and assuming you have not exceeded the amount you are entitled to claim in a year and that you send in a small report on the tournament afterwards you could probably offset the vast bulk of costs incurred by playing in an event.

This list should not be treated as definitive and is only as complete as I can make it whilst complying with gazette deadlines.  The following events take place in hotels so the accommodation and tournament are at the same venue.

Castle Chess

These are organised by Tony and Barbara Corfe.  You can subscribe to Tony's newsletter yourself; just email him and you will be added to his list of subscribers.  Tony and Barbara are used to having visually impaired participants in their events.  I have also found that other participants in Castle Chess events have got to know and befriended BCA players.

Please note that unless otherwise stated, all Castle Chess congresses are now six-round Swiss events and you are allowed to take a half-point bye in any two of the first five rounds. The grading bands are an Open which also has an U180 section, the Major for those under 160 with an Intermediate section for U140s, and a Minor section for those with a grade less than 125 with a Challengers section for U100s.

30th September – 2nd October 2016, 2nd Harrogate Congress, The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate 
It looks as if this is becoming an established part of the Castle Chess calendar and it seems to be their main attempt to get something regular going in the north of the country. I know a lot of our members like this hotel too.

14th -16th October 2016, 10th Portsmouth (Fareham) Congress, Lysses House Hotel, High Street, Fareham Rooms in this hotel are limited so book well in advance if you wish to go to this event.

I should also point out that when I met Tony at the Green Dragon Hotel in Hereford he told me that the Dudley Congress scheduled for November will not be going ahead, though it is mentioned on the Castle Chess website.

e2e4 events

It looks as if e2e4 events are starting up again.  
27th - 30th May 2016, Gatwick Whitsun Congress, Crown Plaza Hotel, London-Gatwick Airport, Crawley
This is a seven-round Swiss.  There are four FIDE-rated sections: an open and sections for those with FIDE ratings under 2050, 1850 and 1650.  The entry fee is £38 with a £6 discount for hotel guests.  There is free entry for women and girls who enter on or before Sunday 1st May 2016.  The cost of hotel rooms is £55 per night for a single and £36 per night for a double or twin.

26th – 29th August 2016,  e2e4 Gatwick Late Summer Congress, Crown Plaza Hotel (address as above) 
There are three FIDE-rated sections – an open, U2000 and U1750. There is free entry for women and girls. 
Other Events

3rd - 5th June 2016, 20th South Lakes Congress, The Cumbria Grand Hotel,  Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria

Four sections – Open, Major, Minor I and Minor II. Three British Championship places up for grabs!  Contact: Mr T R Blower 

15th – 17th July 2016, 4NCL Congress, Holiday Inn Birmingham Airport, Coventry Road, Birmingham
This is a five-round Swiss tournament with a time control of 90 minutes for all moves and a 30-second increment for each move for each player. There are three sections, an Open, a FIDE-rated U2000 (ECF equivalent U175) and a section for those with an ECF grade of U135.  Contact Mike Truran.
4th - 10th Sept 2016, 66th DCCA ‘Paignton’ Congress, Livermead House Hotel, Torquay TQ2 6QJ

Ron Bruce Premier (Open), Rowena Bruce Challengers U180, Walker Minor U135, Boniface Morning 5 Round U180 and Thynne Morning 5 Round U135 (2 sections).  Contact: Linda Crickmore.  Email: plymouthchess@btinternet.com  

These are all the tournaments based in hotels I can find at this writing.  Peter Cloudsdale tells me he won’t be running a Jorvik Congress this year; I don’t know whether someone else has taken this on.  The Bournemouth Congress website has no news of an upcoming event, possibly because the ECF is holding the British Championships in Bournemouth this summer.
Guy Whitehouse
ECF Grades for BCA Members January 2016

A new grading list was published by the English Chess Federation in January and revised on the 25th of March.  Here are the new grades of BCA members, with Rapidplay grades also noted in parentheses where applicable.

Andrews, Norman G 125 

Armstrong, William 156 (146R)

Bailey, Stephen 65 

Bhutta, Shehroze  (62R)

Blackmore, Ian 79 

Blencowe, Ian P 133 (135R)

Brown, Geoffrey D 133 (120R)

Brown, Stephen 107 

Burnell, Steve 145 

Carr, Matthew 134 

Carroll, John 87 

Chambers, Colin R 143 

Chapman, Gordon 111 

Clayton, David G 115 

Cloudsdale, Peter 144 

Cuthbert, Jim 79 

De Ste Croix, Jonny  (58R)

Delaney, Michael 148 

Doyle, Philip 129 

Fisher, Colin 150 (137R)

Gailans, Voldi 78 

Gallagher, John 204 

Gibbs, Peter C 161 

Gordon, Philip L 121 

Graff, Ben 145 (148R)

Hague, Mark 95 

Harman, Kenneth B 180 

Harrington, Richard 0 

Hilton, Steve H 156 

Holtz, Steve 103 

Jenkins, John H 93 

Kirkham, Mark 166 

Koohnavard, Neda 59 

Levitt, Jonathan 44 

Lightowler, Stan 40 

Lilley, Graham 169 

Loftus, Sean 129 

Lovell, Stan E 124 

Lowery, Michael 26 (27R)

McElroy, Ernie 156 

Mills, David G 140 

Murphy, Richard LW 112 

Osborne, John 54 

Peace, Neil 119 

Pennington, Graham 138 (112R)

Phillips, George W 91 

Phillips, Owen S 170 (169R)

Prasath, Malola TS 183 (173R)

Roman, Hugo 132 

Ross, Chris N 197 (203R)

Rugman, Daniel 87 

Shimwell, Efe 77 (110R)

Smith, Gill 48 

Tew, Eleanor 0 

Thacker, Steve M 101 

Walsh, Gerry F 120 

Waters, Roger G 107 (101R)

Welch, David 143 (146R)

Whitehouse, B Guy 109 

Whittle, Les V 147 (157R)

Wickett, Gary M 84 

Willis, Graham 131 

Wragg, Norman A 134 

Yu, X Gregory  (76R)

Yu, X Henry 134 (133R) 
I have tried to make this list as complete and accurate as possible, but please do let me know if your ECF grade is missing or incorrect.  Congratulations to everyone who has a grade for the first time or whose grade has gone up.  

Julie Leonard

Colin Crouch Celebration Chess Congress
The chess congress celebrating the life of International Master Colin Crouch, our former BCA champion, took place from the 2nd to the 10th of April.  There were six different tournaments in all.  The main event was the Masters, a nine round Swiss, which attracted more than forty entrants including six Grandmasters, three International Masters and six FIDE Masters.  Competing alongside them were two of our own players, Candidate Master Chris Ross and our current BCA Champion Bill Armstrong.  Also, Steve Hilton represented us in the Intermediate FIDE Under 2000, a five round Swiss tournament.  

This event has only just finished at the time of going to press.  A report will appear in the August issue.

BCA Members in Mainstream Tournaments

BCA members have been out in force supporting some of the Castle Chess events advertised in Guy’s ‘All Under One Roof’ article.  The 4th Winchester Congress took place from the 8th to the 10th of January.  Ian Blencowe competed in the Intermediate U140 and Voldi Gailans played in the Challengers U100.  The 9th Portsmouth Congress was held from the 19th to the 21st of February.  Once again Ian played in the Intermediate U140 and Voldi took part in the Challengers U100, but this time Voldi was joined by Dan Rugman and Gary Wickett. 

Another band of BCA players participated in the Doncaster Chess Congress from the 26th to the 28th of February.  They were Norman Andrews, Geoff Brown, Peter Cloudsdale, Michael Lowery and Norman Wragg.
Please don’t forget to let me know if you’ve played in a mainstream event and would like a mention here.  (Also, visually impaired UK resident members should remember to claim a grant under the BCA Congress Support Scheme if eligible.  Contact Mark Kirkham for details.)  Don’t worry if you had a bad tournament; scores will only be published in the Gazette if you win a prize.  I look forward to hearing from you!

Julie Leonard
Membership Secretary’s Report

Well, despite proposing at the AGM in March that the price of annual membership should be increased from £7 to £10, I have still somehow been elected for another year!  I’ll have to think of something far more radical next year!  

For those of you who were not at the AGM, the motion to increase annual membership subscription to £10 was agreed.  However, so as not to make the price increase counterproductive, the new price for annual subscription will not come into effect until the necessity to print a new batch of publicity and welcome leaflets, which I am informed certainly won’t be this year or possibly even next, so no need to rush to find your cheque book!  You may also be pleased to know that the vote at the AGM was only in respect of annual subscription, therefore, five year membership and life membership will remain the same at £20 and £50 respectively.

I do not yet have a date for the biennial membership list but if you haven’t received it by August I will put a publishing date in the August Gazette.
At least two people have asked me why I have stopped listing the preferred medium of new members.  Please let me assure you that I fully endorse the practice of listing people’s preferred mediums of contact, and where possible, I have continued to include these.  However, I can only do this if a VI member reads Braille, large print,   is happy to receive correspondence via tape and/or happy to have their email address included on the email address circulation.  In saying this, in the mad rush to get the February Gazette report typed, I did omit to mention that Arthur Greatrex is a Braille user, which was purely an oversight on my part.  

Well, I am thrilled to say that this time we have a grand total of, wait for it, twelve new members! This is the largest ‘bumper crop’ I’ve ever had the pleasure to introduce.  Nine new members have joined as part of “Junior BCA” and by the time this Gazette goes out, seven of these will have all played in the BCA Junior Championship.  

However, before I introduce our new influx of juniors, let me start the ball rolling by extending a very warm welcome to Muzz Lakhani, who has joined as a life member.  Not of course to be confused with the BCA, Muzz is the Secretary of the BCAB (British Computer Association for the Blind) and is also the Treasurer of NTE (National Talking Express).  

Let me also extend a very warm welcome to Margaret Keogh, who being extremely new to chess has joined as an annual subscriber.  I am always delighted and think it takes a lot of courage when people join who have never played the game before.  The BCA is there to support complete novices right up to world champions and everything in between.  Chess is a game that can be enjoyed at all levels and I hope that it gives as much pleasure to Margaret as it has given to many of us “old hands” over the years.

It was a great pleasure to meet Kathleen and her husband Graham Pennington at the BCA AGM Chess Congress in Derby.  Graham is already a member of the BCA but Kathleen has now taken out annual subscription as an associate member.  As far as I know, Kathleen is not a chess player, however, I can vouch she has a winning personality and is a great asset to the BCA.  I have a strong inkling that we will see more of Kathleen and Graham at our events.  

As I said at the start, we have nine new juniors, seven of whom are what I term the “Owing to Owen” juniors and are all based in Surrey. The remaining two are from the Royal National College in Hereford, where I have recently learned chess is quite a popular pastime.  The BCA is setting up plans to help these students with their chess, so watch this space!  

Let me first of all return to Surrey and start the proceedings by introducing our first two juniors, Alex Wright aged twelve and Dan Wainwright aged fourteen, who both attend Oxted Grammar School, Godstone.  May I extend to you both a very warm welcome and trust you had an enjoyable day on 23rd April and I look forward to hearing all about it in the August Gazette.  

Moving on from Oxted Grammar School but staying in Surrey, the following five juniors are all members of the Wallington Chess club and have joined as Associate Juniors.  

Let me start by offering a very warm welcome to Abhinay Narish.  Abhinay is already a star in his own right, as being only six years old, he is officially our youngest member.

It also gives me great pleasure to welcome Shivank and brother Shubhransh Khare.  Shivank is twelve years old, and as Shubhransh was seven in March, he is the second youngest member of the BCA.

Let me now extend a very warm welcome to Ayush Patel.  Ayush is eleven years old and like the others in this sub-section will be taking part in the Junior Championship.  No bookie would dare call this one; it will be close!  

Lastly but by no means least, I am delighted to welcome Jijjith Thukaram-But.  At the tender age of eight Jijjith is obviously very useful on the chess board as last year he was the under eight Wey Valley Champion and I have just learned he was offered a place to play for the Wey Valley team in the county championship but declined as it clashed with the BCA Junior Championship.

Moving back to Hereford, our final two new members have joined as juniors in the BCA sense of the word.  Under the BCA Junior Policy all VI members under the age of 25 come under the umbrella of “Junior BCA”.

Let me therefore extend a very warm welcome to Kimberley Jeffreys and Laura Tyler aged 19 and 20 respectively.  I have to say I wrote to Laura and Kimberley before going away and when I returned I was delighted to have such prompt replies.  It has been ten years since we last had a female champion and we certainly need to put that right!  It is great to see that the BCA is now attracting more and more female players.

Deceased
I am sure most of you will now have heard of the sad death of long standing life member David Gibbs, who passed away on 29th January.  David attended many of our over the board events and also for many years played in the top sections of our correspondence tournaments.  I have played David over the board a number of times and I think I’ve only beaten him once, which was more by luck than design.  Our sympathies go out to his widow Monica, stepson David Mears and granddaughter Rachel Rees.

It is also my sad duty to inform you of the death of another long standing life member.  Henry (known as Harry) Beevers passed away on 24th January aged 86.  Certainly in recent years Harry hadn’t attended any BCA events, so unfortunately I’ve never had the pleasure of meeting him.  However, it is quite possible that he did attend events back in the ’70s and early ’80s, as the Chambers family tell me that they recall meeting him in the ’70s at a chess event in Austria.  
Finally, it is also my sad duty to report the death of Maureen Jakob who passed away on 22nd January aged 87.  Surprisingly Maureen technically never got round to joining as a member, but I am sure everyone will agree she was a member in every other way.  She accompanied her daughter, Clare, and Voldi at many of our events and also during the ’80s was a regular guide on the trips to Haaksbergen and also kindly gave accommodation to BCA members when playing events in London.  I, like many, have spent many a happy hour chatting with Maureen and it goes without saying she will be sadly missed.  

Correspondence Chess Director’s Report

If anybody has any correspondence issues, or would just like to know more about it, please do not hesitate to contact a committee member.  (See contact details at the front of this Gazette).

43rd Correspondence Championship 

Listed below are the Groups for the 43rd BCA Correspondence Championship which started in January 2015 and is now almost complete.  

Premier Group - Group leader:  Mark Hague

Hague 0.5-0.5 McElroy (Samisch) 24 

Whitehouse 0.5-0.5 Hague (Benko gambit) 29

Congratulations to Les Whittle who has won the Correspondence Chess Championship.  There is still a game in progress between Les and Ernie but Les cannot be caught.

Scores:  Les Whittle 4/4; Alec Crombie 3/5; Ernie McElroy 2.5/4; Guy Whitehouse 2.5/5; Mark Hague 2/5; David Mears 0/5.

Challenger Group A - Group leader:  Denis Warren

Warren 0-1 Brown (Pirc) 55

Congratulations to Steve Brown who has won Challenger Group A.

Scores:  Steve Brown 4/4; Denis Warren 3/4; Eric Gallacher 2/4; Jim Cuthbert 1/4; Derek Couchman 0/4.  

Challenger Group B - Group leader:  Eleanor Tew

Tew 1-0 Hilton (Queen’s Pawn) 19

Hilton 0-1 Hague (no details of opening) 9

Scores:  Mike Hague 4/4; George Phillips 2/2; Hans Cohn 1/2; Eleanor Tew 1/4; Steve Hilton 0/2; Geoff Patching 0/1.  

League Competition

A new league competition started in January 2016, with five players in each of the top two divisions and six players in the third division.  Details of the three divisions are given below.

Division 1 - Group leader:  Norman Wragg

Crombie 0.5-0.5 Heyes (English) 52

Hague 1-0 Heyes (Queen’s Gambit) 59 

Players:  Steve Brown, Alec Crombie, Mark Hague, Derek Heyes and Ernie McElroy.
Division 2 - Group leader:  Denis Warren.

Players:  Mike Hague, Michael McGuigan, David Mears, Geoff Patching and Denis Warren.

Division 3 - Group leader:  Jim Cuthbert.

Players:  Jim Cuthbert, Voldi Gailans, Eric Gallacher, Arthur Greatrex, Iki Nahaboo and Eleanor Tew.

Friendly Games Ladder Competition

There has not been much activity in the ladder competition in the last couple of years or so and players have still been on the ladder even though they have not played a friendly game for a long time.  With the agreement of the recent AGM the ladder competition will be relaunched and our Friendly Games Coordinator Denis Warren and new Correspondence Chess Director Gary Wickett will be throwing their energies into this.  Denis is a great fan of friendly games and writes:

“My introduction to the BCA was via a couple of friendly games with our Chairman, Norman Wragg, and our late and much missed friend, David Hodgkins.  As a self-taught occasional player, no one will be surprised to learn that my efforts met with scant success!  However, the help and support I received from them encouraged me to take part in the correspondence competitions.  These inevitably led to friendly games with the pals I made.  The Friendly Games Ladder adds a little spice to these encounters, and keeps us in touch in the quiet times when our competition games are over.  I feel this contact is very important to those who, for one reason or another, are unable to attend the tournaments so ably run under the auspices of the BCA.”
Norman Wragg
Editor’s Note: Do get in touch with Denis or Gary if you’d like to get a foot on the BCA ladder!
4th BCA Email Tournament

Our 4th email tournament has just concluded.  From a controlling point of view, it ran much more smoothly than its predecessor, and this was due, in no small measure, to the tweaking of the rules initiated by the chairman of the Tournament Sub-committee, Steve Burnell.  The 3 month deadline for the completion of the tournament and the 10 days thinking time allowance for every 20 moves, certainly kept the players focussed.  The present rules look like a very good blueprint for future email tournaments.
There were 16 participants in our latest event, and they were divided into 4 divisions with 4 players in each.  Unfortunately, Division 4 ended up with only 3 players, as Iki Nahaboo had to withdraw for family reasons.  Division 1 ended up in deadlock as all 6 games were drawn, a testament to the similarity of their grades.  Derek Heyes was the clearcut winner of Division 2 with full points, and Voldi Gailans was a very worthy winner of an extremely hard fought Division 3.  Denis Warren, joining us for the first time, won his two games to collect the Division 4 title.  

Philip and I would like to thank the players for their co-operation, and we would encourage more people to take part in any future email tournaments.  They are not as stressful as over the board events, and can lead to some very enjoyable conversations.  Looking forward to our next tournament, and hoping to see a few extra people taking part.

Eamonn Casey and Philip Doyle
Results:  

Division 1, Burnell, Chambers, Doyle, Hilton, all 6 games drawn.  1.5 points each.

Division 2:  Lovell beat Thacker, Heyes beat Casey, Thacker lost to Casey, Lovell lost to Heyes, Heyes beat Thacker, Casey drew with Lovell.

Heyes 3, Casey and Lovell 1.5, Thacker 0.

Division 3:  Meaney beat Borg, Gailans drew with Carroll, Borg drew with Carroll, Meaney lost to Gailans, Gailans beat Borg, Carroll beat Meaney.

Gailans 2.5, Carroll 2, Meaney 1, Borg 0.5.

Division 4:  Smith lost to Josebashvili, Josebashvili lost to Warren, Warren beat Smith.

Warren 2, Josebashvili 1, Smith 0.

23rd Windermere Chess Theme Week
Saturday 30th January to Saturday 6th February 2016

Report by Mark and Liz Kirkham

This was a wonderful week of chess, trips, lovely food, great friendship, fun and banter.  Once again it was organised by Peter and Celia Gibbs for the benefit of many chess enthusiasts and their friends from various parts of the British Isles.  A theme week with some serious chess, in the depth of winter in the beautiful Lake District at the Windermere Manor Hotel; what more could one ask for?

Before dinner on the first evening, the party was welcomed by Shery, the activities co-ordinator, who explained what outings the hotel had arranged for the week.  Later that evening, Peter went through the coaching allocations between the trainers and trainees.  Since there were seven of each, this meant that, much to my liking, one-to-one sessions were possible.

On Sunday the coaching began in earnest.  As I had arrived late, I was unable to fulfil my coaching duties in the morning, but, following my first pleasant light lunch at the hotel, I showed Mark Hague some of the perils White can sometimes face if he chooses to decline the Budapest gambit, as well as looking at various trappy lines that can occur during the early moves of Queen's Pawn games.  The evening was free for all, so Mark and I took the opportunity to put in a bit more practice with a few friendly games in the lounge.

After breakfast on Monday we resumed our chess, which I was glad to do, given the wet weather.  My mother, Liz, donned her waterproofs and went on the first trip of the week, this being to Grasmere where, despite the rain, the group looked around the village, visited the church and learned some local history.  In the afternoon the chess players staged our final session of coaching according to the official programme, but really this was only the beginning of the chess activities for the week.  In the evening we were divided up into four teams and had our general knowledge tested by Celia's quiz.  The winning team included Norman Andrews, whose team scored an impressive 44 points from 50 questions, coming ahead of our second placed team by a clear eight points.

Tuesday was the usual chess-free day.  Hayes garden centre at Ambleside was the focus of the Tuesday morning outing.  However, for me, one of the highlights of the week was our afternoon boat trip on Lake Windermere, and one which we had both been greatly looking forward to ever since we had booked.  We ventured to the southern tip from Bowness.  The waters were fairly calm, so initially we sat on the lower deck, making the mug of hot chocolate I had especially welcome.  This prepared me for the latter part of the journey on the top deck, where I found the sensation of the wind on my face as we cruised along most invigorating.

After yet another substantial meal, there was bingo held in the bar, with Celia calling out the numbers, and my mother's uncanny good fortune with regard to activities of this nature continuing.

On Wednesday morning we visited the motor museum at Newby Bridge, where we were given a personal guided tour by Chris, the manager, who showed us several antique vehicles including a motorbike dating back to the 1870s.  Chris was more than happy to let me sit on or in the driving seats wherever this was practical, while he explained the origin and history of the vehicles.

Meanwhile back at the hotel, the Handicap Cup competition was getting underway.  This year it comprised two sections of four players each, with George Phillips winning all his games in section A.  He was joined in the finals by both Mark Hague and Paul Brookes, each of whom had scored 2/3 in section B.

Once again the evening entertainment was provided by Sue Parish, a jazz and popular music vocalist.

On the Thursday morning we were taken to Kirkby Lonsdale, where we saw inside St. Mary's church and took a stroll around the village overlooking Ruskin's view, with the walk ending up at a fine tea-room, in which I indulged in their homemade flapjack.

By this time the outcome of the chess finals had been decided.  George won his game against Mark, who in turn overcame Paul.  This allowed George to offer Paul a draw, in the knowledge that this would guarantee him the trophy.

In the evening we enjoyed a successful soirée co-ordinated by Joan.  We were treated to poetry from Joan Shorrock, Maurice Lowe, Peter and Shery.  There was singing from Jim Cuthbert and Claire Norman, each accompanied by Tanvi Muir.  Gary Wickett played the ukulele; Antoine Reeves displayed his virtuosity by his singing, piano accompaniment and on the guitar.  Stan Lovell played a medley on the piano.  Some amazing talent was revealed on the night, and it was appreciated by all who attended.

Friday morning saw our final excursion of the week, this time to Cartmel.  Unfortunately the race course was too wet and muddy to walk round, but there was still plenty to do.  Those of us who went inside Cartmel Priory heard an impromptu piano recital from Antoine.  Others managed to buy some local produce and taste some beers, and I didn't bother trying to resist the temptation to consume a toasted teacake inside a guesthouse.

That afternoon John Toothill arrived to take on five opponents in his simultaneous display, despite having his home recently flooded.  Even though he won all five games he experienced stiff opposition in two of them.  I drew with John in a French Defence challenge game. 

The final evening culminated with Peter thanking the hotel for their hospitality and the manager presented George with the trophy.  Peter presented the manager with the collection for the staff. 
Being part of this holiday was a fantastic first-time experience for both of us.  In particular we were struck by Peter and Celia's vibrancy, enthusiasm and commitment, which facilitated a brilliant week.  They are such rocks to the group and, on behalf of everyone, we would like to say a very special thank you to them, and look forward to the 24th Chess Theme Week in 2017. 
Windermere February 2016 in Verse
Joan Shorrock has once again composed one of her lovely poems about the Windermere Chess Theme Break!

Here we are at Windermere Manor

Through storm and wind and rain

We say, ‘How lovely to see you’

Or. ‘Oh no, not him again!’ 

Ernie and Sean are late

But should be here forthwith

I know there have been diversions
But surely not via Penrith 

On Sunday some went to church

Some avids just played chess

Some were active and went for a swim

Other just wanted to rest. 

A pleasant morning in Grasmere

Then it poured with rain

Dripping, we went for a coffee

Typically, the sun came out again. 

In the evening Celia did a quiz

Norman’s winning team had six

Our team only had four. He’s always winning

So we think it was a fix.
Tuesday morning was shopping

Then in the afternoon, a sail.
Obviously you all behaved yourselves

So cannot tell a tale. 

Celia then called bingo.
With such high stakes to win

She found it hard to keep control

Especially with George and Jim. 

Wednesday evening, the lovely Sue Parish

We all love her style

And when Tanvi and Antoine assisted

It made it doubly worthwhile 

On Thursday, Kirkby Lonsdale

Tanvi bought nothing – yes really!

But Antoine bought a sweet shop

Not quite, but very nearly. 

We had such talent at the soiree

But were disappointed with Jan

We were all excited

When she promised to do the can can! 
‘I’ll do the dance of the seven veils’

Said Ruth ‘As a special request’.

Then changed her mind and did the dance

Of the seven thermal vests! 

We sort of took over Cartmel

In the brewery some time was spent

In the priory with a tune from Antoine

But guess where Tanvi went 

In a quiet pub with a lovely fire

George and I found release

Then were invaded by all the rest

Shattering our peace. 
But George really deserves the break

The winner takes it all

And once more becomes the champion

Closely followed by Mark and Paul. 
So thank you Peter and Celia

And all the Manor here.
It’s been good to be together again

See you all next year!

24th Windermere Chess Theme Week 2017
The booking is from Saturday, 28th January 2017 to Saturday, 4th February 2017.  The tariff is £59 per person per day i.e. £413 for the week.  The non-returnable deposit of £50 is payable prior to 1st October 2016 in order to obtain the 10% early-bird discount of £41.30 giving a final figure of £371.70.  Sadly, even if a person is an RNIB member there is no longer an entitlement to a further 10% reduction of this latter figure.  In order to make the booking secure, the residue after the payment of the deposit, is due one month before the 28th January 2017.  The bookings include dinner, bed and breakfast and soup and sandwich lunch each day.  There is one evening of light entertainment and outings are arranged by the hotel.  Bookings should be made direct with the hotel whose telephone number is 015394 45801.  Please note that the Windermere Manor Hotel does not allow refunds so everyone booking is strongly advised to take our insurance.  
Peter and Celia Gibbs

Editor’s Note: Don’t forget that members and associate members who act as trainers or who are trainees at the chess theme breaks run by Peter and Celia Gibbs will receive a £50 grant from BCA after the event.
David Hodgkins Memorial Tournament 

The Hall Mark hotel, Derby, was the Venue for the 2016 BCA AGM and Tournament.  This event was dedicated to the memory of David Hodgkins, one of our most popular and industrious members, who died in January 2015.  We were delighted to have members of David's family with us, including: his mother, Phyllis, and his sister, Sally. The family party also included Thomas Kenealy, Sally's son and David's nephew.  In spite of not having played any competitive chess for a while, Thomas was keen to play in the tournament named after his Uncle David.

Other notables who attended the event included: our fundraiser extraordinaire, Julia Scott with her husband, Roy and two representatives from Apex Credit Management, where David worked.  This company had made BCA its charity for the year 2015 raising just under £20,000 which donated to BCA.  We also learned they have made BCA their charity for the year 2016; a measure of the esteem in which David was held by his work colleagues.

The event was organised by Steve and Hazel Burnell.  The arbiters were Gerry Walsh and Julie Leonard, assisted by Peter Gibbs, steward.  We were grateful to the Freemasons Provincial Grand Charity of the Province of Derbyshire, who donated the £500 prize fund.

The tournament was run in two sections, an open with 13 competitors, and a Challengers with 12 competitors.  We were pleased to welcome two who were playing in their first BCA tournament: Graham Pennington and Owen Phillips.  Owen has been doing some sterling work in our Junior Development programme and delivers coaching to members via Skype.

Round 1 in the Open saw a couple of upsets, with seeds 10 and 11 , Ian Blencowe and Stan Lovell beating seeds 4 and 5, Mark Kirkham and Bill Armstrong.  Meanwhile, the top two seeds, John Gallagher and Chris Ross appeared to be in good form, each winning their first two games.  Round 3 was a key round, with John and Chris being drawn against each other.  Chris came out on top, opening up a clear lead which he maintained to the end of the tournament.  In the final round John was drawn against Owen, a win for either of them would have clinched second place.  Their draw, however, meant they tied for 2nd/3rd place, a point behind Chris.

The Challengers was a closely fought affair.  Eleven year old, Efe Shimwell was competing in just his second BCA weekend event.  After a draw with the wily campaigner, George Phillips, they each continued their unbeaten progress finishing equal 1st/2nd on 4 points, followed by Gary Wickett and Voldi Gailans 3.5 equal 3rd/4th.  For full final scores see the end of this report.

The prizes were presented by David's sister, Sally, who expressed her sincere thanks for the friendship and pleasure had David had enjoyed during his membership of BCA.

The Annual General Meeting took place on the Saturday afternoon.  It was a well attended, lively meeting, with some meaty discussions and, well managed by our Chairman, Norman Wragg.

One of the keys to a successful event for an association like BCA, with many visually impaired members, is the venue.   The Hallmark starts off with a big plus, being located so close to the Derby railway station.  I felt the standard of service was good and the quality of the meals was also good.  The staff were friendly and helpful. Another bonus was that the chess playing returned to the spacious Garden Room, with its decent sized tables that allow plenty of space for the two boards, clocks and various forms of recording equipment.  Add to this our two tireless organisers, Steve and Hazel Burnell, and it is easy to see why this event was such a success.

Stan Lovell 
Final Placings and Scores: 

OPEN 

4.5 points: Chris Ross 1st + trophy

4 points: John Gallagher and Owen Phillips  =2nd 
3 points: Graham Pennington (Graham won Grading Prize B) 

2.5 points: Mark Kirkham, Colin Chambers, Ian Blencowe and Stan Lovell (Stan won Grading Prize C) 

2 points: Bill Armstrong and Les Whittle (Bill and Les shared Grading Prize A) 

1.5 points: Steve Burnell
1 point: Phil Gordon and Roger Waters 

CHALLENGERS 

4 points: Efe Shimwell and George Phillips (Efe and George were joint first.  The trophy went to Efe on tie-break)
3.5 points: Gary Wickett and Voldi Gailans (They shared 3rd prize.  Voldi also won a share of Grading Prize A) 

3 points: Gill Smith and Mike Lowery (Gill won Grading Prize B and Mike won Grading Prize C) 

2.5 points: Jim Cuthbert (Jim won a share of Grading Prize A) 

2 points: Dan Rugman and John Osborne
1 point: Thomas Kenealy, Richard Harrington and Eleanor Tew
Here is the round three encounter between the top two seeds in the Open.  Chris Ross writes: 

The game is interesting, in that Black deviates from theory on move 6.  The move itself seems innocuous, but it has deep implications for Black's setup.  The realisation that the text move on move 6 is inaccurate, means that time should be taken to investigate why.  Once that is established, White obtains a sizeable advantage.
Chris Ross v John Gallagher  {B34: Sicilian: Accelerated Dragon} 

1. e4 g6  2. d4 Bg7  3. Nc3 c5  4. Nf3 

{The "Sniper" is neutralised.  Taking the opening on has proven advantageous for White.  Theory has shown that 4. dxc5 gives White a plus, although Black has tricks which must be dealt with carefully.  Often, Black will be obliged to sacrifice a pawn with b7-b6 and lines can become open.  The text move chosen here steers the game into the Sicilian Dragon variation.  There is no good way for Black to avoid this.}

4... cxd4  5. Nxd4 Nc6  6. Be3 a6?

{Black is attempting to avoid any theoretical lines.  The expansion on the queen-side is an acceptable notion, but is not considered by the theory to this opening.  Why is that?  There must be reasons otherwise it would have been played many times at top levels.  Knowing this enables one to focus strategically from the outset.  Also important is a working knowledge of other opening principles.  This is not necessarily the theoretical knowledge of other lines, but the concepts, objectives and tricks that can be inherent in those lines.  Here, 6... a6 provides similar lines and weaknesses, to those seen in the Morra Gambit.  Although the opening is not a Morra Gambit, the similarities are such, that common threads and threats can be used.}

7. Nd5!

{Black has grave difficulties.  The b6 square is targeted.  Black cannot prevent a knight outpost on the b6 square.  White's immediate threat is 8. Nxc6 followed by Bb6 and Nc7+ which is a common theme in the Morra Gambit.  7... Rb8 does not save Black.  If 8. Nxc6 then bxc6 protects b6 so White needs to find a better eighth move and it is not that much of a leap of imagination to find 8.  Nf5! with similar threats of 9. Bb6 and the attack on the Dragon-Bishop.  Painful as it may be, 7... Be5 is Black’s only real option.  8. f4 Bc7 (to cover b6) is the only way in which Black can realistically play the position.  White can simply play 9. Bc4 and take the errant Dragon-Bishop at any stage.}

7... Nxd4  8. Bxd4 Bxd4  9. Qxd4 Nf6

{Black desperately attempts to block up all the lines.  The dark-square weaknesses are fatal though.  Intriguingly, White does not have to take on f6 here and give Black permanent structural weaknesses.  The occupation of b6 paralyses Black to such an extent that he is unable to complete development without significant material loss.}

10. Nb6 Rb8  11. e5 

{Not only gaining time on the black knight, but also clamping down on the black d-pawn.  For Black to develop his light-squared bishop, d7-d6 needs to be achieved.  White is not going to allow this to happen easily.}

11... Nh5  12. O-O-O 

{Squeezing down on the d7-pawn even more and preventing it from advancing.  As Black is so paralysed on the queen-side, he should consider sacrificing this pawn in any case.}

12... O-O  13. Bc4 

{Simple and fluid.  White completes development without further delay.  He has a huge advantage and tactics do not have to be invoked until development is completed.  12. g4 is enticing, but not necessary.  The black knight is headed backward in any case and leaving a loose pawn on g4 is only a tactical liability.  With the text move, Black is prevented from playing f7-f6, which may have freed up his position.  The clamping effect on the black pawns and pieces is continued with the least amount of fuss.  13. Nxd7 Bxd7 14. Qxd7 Qa5 would win a pawn, but gives Black open lines and a sense of compensation for the pawn.  It is more debilitating to proceed with the squeeze.}

13... Ng7  14. f4 

{A strong move that ultimately causes Black to collapse.  It puts a pawn on a dark square and secures the central spear-point on e5.  The black d7-pawn is pinned against the black queen.  If 14... Ne6, White can enter into a good-knight vs. bad-bishop ending with 15. Bxe6 when it would be necessary for Black to recapture with the f-pawn.  White can then play g2-g3, solidifying the f4 pawn and pawn chain and completely clamping Black down. 

White also has to consider how to answer 14... Nf5 driving the white queen away.  Of course, 14. g4 would do this, but this leaves a pawn on a vulnerable square and does not support White’s plan.  With the text move, the f2 square is vacated for the queen making 14. … Nf5 redundant, as it would soon be driven away with g2-g4.}

14... Qc7

{This loses material, but it is tough to find a good move for Black.  Indeed, he should give up the d-pawn in the hope of easing his cramped position.  14... d6 is his only real try.}

15. Nd5 Qd8

{Losing an exchange.  15... Qa5 will only drop the e7-pawn with check and White can march the h-pawn down the board very quickly.  The bishop on c4, which was usefully developed before any pawn-storm on the king-side, defends the pawn on a2.  15... Ne6 16. Nxc7 Nxd4 17. Rxd4 only loses a piece for Black.}

16. Qa7 

{Ensnaring the loose rook.  Black struggles on for a few more moves, but it is effectively over now.}

16... b5  17. Qxb8 bxc4 

{A pause for thought here.  To play tactically or consolidate quietly and gain lots of time on the clock?  In such positions like this and with a time-control of 90-minutes for all moves, the latter approach is usually best.}

18. Qb4 

{Simple.  Attractive would be 8. Qxc8 Qxc8 19. Nxe7+ Kh8 20. Nxc8 Rxc8 21. Rxd7}

18... Ne6  19. Nxe7+ Kg7  20. Nd5 

{Once again, choosing the path of least resistance.  White’s f-pawn is defended and f6 is targeted.  20. f5 gxf5 21. Nxf5+ Kh8 is the messy route and entirely unnecessary.}

20... a5  21. Qxc4 Bb7  22. Nf6 

{Another outpost is occupied.  The g2-pawn is of no significance.  Its capture will only open the g-file against the black king.}

22... Bc6  23. Rd6 

{All outposts are suitably occupied. The slow squash continues.  23. f5 is the more aggressive approach.}

23... Qc7 

{23... Bxg2 24. Rg1 Bc6 25. Rg3 allows a heavy piece switch across to the h-file.}

24. Rhd1 Rd8  25. g4 

{Now all of the white pieces are coordinated, it is time to prise open the black king.}

25... Qb7  26. f5 Bb5  27. Qd5 

{Offering an exchange of queens, which Black cannot take.  In any case, the white queen will re-route via d2 to g5 and mate will soon follow.  Black resigns.}
Fundraising Report from Apex Credit Management 

I can't believe it has been a year since we starting fundraising for the Braille Chess Association and how far we have come.  Firstly I would like to apologise for not writing something for your last newsletter.  I have had a busy few months!  As you already know by now we like to come up with fun little fundraisers to keep the funds coming in and the most challenging fundraiser to date was a 42 mile bike ride.  A number of our colleagues, including our CEO, rode from the Stratford upon Avon office to our new site in Brackley, Northamptonshire, but don't you worry we looked after our cyclists with cake stops and a nice visit to the pub after the cycle was done.  Apart from that we have done the usual Valentine's Day and Pancake Day themed events that you heard about last year.  As they are so successful we look to do them every year.

As you are all aware by now we had the pleasure of inviting Julie to the office for the cheque presentation and we were so excited to be able to tell you guys that we have raised over £19,500 for the charity.  Every single person in our office contributed to that and we are very proud of every single one of them as I am sure you are. 

The final bit of good news was as the year ended I needed to put it to the vote to see which charity Apex Credit Management would support in the new year and I am happy to announce it has gone in favour of the Braille Chess Association again! 

On a personal note I wanted to say thank you so much for inviting me to your AGM in Derby a few weeks ago it was so lovely to meet some of you and you made me feel extremely welcome.  Apex are looking forward to raising more funds to support you guys this coming year.

Maria Pistolas

Chris’s Puzzle

February Puzzle:  

FEN: 8/8/8/8/K7/3B4/4Q3/k7

White: King a4, Queen e2, Bishop d3.  
Black: king a1

White to play and mate in two.  
Solution: 

1. Qe7! Kb2 or Ka2  2. Qa3# 
May Puzzle:  

FEN: 8/K3N3/1RN1p3/2k1pb1R/2p3p1/2b3B1/1PQ5/8 

White: King a7, Queen c2, Rooks b6 h5, Bishop g3, Knights c6 e7, Pawn b2

Black: king c5, bishops c3 f5, pawns c4 e5 e6 g4

White to play and mate in two.
The solution will be published in the August issue.

Chris Ross
Millennium Club

Recent Millennium Club winners:

February: Joan Shorrock, number 12.

March: John Gallagher, number 58. 

April: Alec Crombie, number 75.  

The Millennium Club raises funds for the BCA by holding a monthly draw at £12 per number per year.  Each month a lucky winner receives £35.  If you wish to enter the draw, send a cheque made payable to "Braille Chess Association" to the treasurer or make an online or telephone payment to the BCA.
Gill Smith, Treasurer

Personalia

Regular readers will know that this section features happy events in the lives of our members.  This time I am delighted to have two pieces of news which are sure to strike a joyful note with all!

Firstly, many members will be familiar with the Lauriston Hotel in Weston-super-Mare and so will no doubt be pleased to hear that a very special question was ‘popped’ there on Christmas Day last year by Thuy Mallalieu to Abi Baker.  The lady said ‘Yes’, so let’s all congratulate this popular couple on their engagement!  They have often brought great enjoyment to BCA events by sharing their wide array of musical talents with us in the evenings and I’ve no doubt that many members will join me in wishing Abi and Thuy a happy and harmonious future together!
Next month another musically gifted BCA member will also be celebrating!  Jim Cuthbert, who often gives wonderful renditions of Jim Reeves songs at BCA soirées, has a big birthday coming up.  Jim, I’m sure you won’t be on the blue side of lonesome on the 19th of June because your many BCA friends will be welcoming you to the world of being seventy.  The date holds precious memories for Jim as it would also have been the birthday of his late wife, Mary, and silver bells were surely ringing for the couple when they married on that same date in 1982.  So let’s send best wishes for a happy birthday to our very own “Gentleman Jim”!
Please continue to let me know about your special occasions so that we can all share the good news!

Julie Leonard
Two Items for Sale
Sally Kenealy kindly gave the BCA some items of David’s to sell to raise funds for the BCA.  Two items have now been sold.  A new Braille notetaker was bought by a friend of Voldi’s and a new mobile phone was bought by Steve Burnell.  These two items have raised £540.

Sally also presented the BCA with a secondhand Braille notetaker that was David’s.  This is available for sale to the highest bidder.  It is a Braille Sense plus B32, Product name: Braille PDA, Manufacturer: HIMS Co Ltd, Model: H332B.  It has no cables or charger but has a protective case with shoulder strap.

Gill Smith

OBITUARIES

Peter Keffler

Peter Keffler passed away on Tuesday 22nd December 2015 at 92 years of age.  For many years Peter was a strong player at the Clacton Chess Club who also played county chess for Essex, Suffolk and in his earlier days for Somerset.

Following WWII, as RAF aircrew Peter worked as an interpreter, having completed a combined services course in Russian at Cambridge University. He obtained an honours degree in French and Russian at Oxford University and then did a postgraduate year for MA. He took up an academic career teaching languages in the Bath/Somerset area and later moved to the Essex area as Senior lecturer at St Osyth College.

At the peak of his chess playing Peter had good scores against many well known players with many of his games and ideas being quoted in the chess literature of the day. He made contributions to Openings such as the Two Knights Defence that were acknowledged by authoritative writers.

Peter would often combine his chess knowledge and experience to teach chess to juniors and many members of Clacton Chess Club have been grateful for the time he often spent to analyse games and encourage less experienced players to improve their game. He kept a large stock of chess literature and for many years ran a bookstall at most local and some national tournament events.

In his later years Peter succumbed to ill health, reduced mobility and gradually failing eyesight.  He joined our Association and liked to talk to us about the problems of playing chess with limited eyesight.  He bought a Braille chess clock for use in his games but he had difficulty in adapting to his new circumstances.  He will best be remembered for the many years when he was a formidable opponent who played with great ‘style’. 

Gerhard Niemand v Peter Keffler c 1970

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. Ng5 Bc5 5. Bxf7+ Ke7 6. Bb3 Rf8 7. O-O d6 8. Nc3 Qe8 9. Nd5+ Kd8 10. Nxf6 gxf6 11. Nxh7 Rh8 12. Nxf6 Qg6 13. Nd5 Bg4 14. Qe1 Bf3 15. g3 Qxg3+

Editor's Note: This article is heavily based on one that appears on the Clacton Chess Club website (see http://clactonchess.org.uk/wordpress/peter-keffler/).  The piece was written by their Webmeister, Melvin Steele, and has been reproduced and adapted for our gazette with the kind permission of Melvin and the Clacton Club Secretary, John Lambert .  I am very grateful to them and also to Norman Wragg, who added some words about Peter from a BCA perspective.
Maureen Jakob

Maureen Jakob, our wonderful Mum, died on 22nd January at the age of 87.  She had been battling with various difficulties for some time, but was still able to sum herself up recently in a memory book given to her by a granddaughter as “a lucky, happy lady”.

Mum devoted herself for most of her life to looking after her homes and very large family, eight children and their partners, 23 grandchildren and, at the time of her death, seven great-grandchildren, with another arriving soon after.  She always said that all her voluntary activities, mostly connected with the church and the local Catholic schools, gave her the fulfilment others found in paid work, but that it was easier to put them aside if anyone in the family needed her help.

Mum’s involvement with the BCA was a typical example of her willingness to help make life easier and more rewarding for me and Voldi.  When their third child arrived with virtually no sight, she and Dad had thrown themselves into finding out as much as they could about schools and everything else which had to be tackled rather differently for a blind child.  Mum even learned Braille so that we could read each other’s letters without an intermediary while I was at boarding-school.  Though money was short and time even shorter, it was clear from all the family reminiscing that went on around the time of her death that all eight of us could cite similar instances of Mum giving the impression that she cared for each of us in a unique way.  Our partners, particularly those such as Voldi whose own families are scattered, feel that Mum was also a mum to them.

We had not been married very long before we mentioned that we were putting up a couple of people who were taking part in what was then called the London Tournament.  For the next five years, until the tournament began to move around the country and became the Autumn Tournament, a large contingent of visitors would be accommodated around the Forest Gate area, with Mum enlisting the help of several friends with spare beds and of Dad as chauffeur.  This caused Mum to fall under the spell of the BCA and she accompanied us on the Haaksbergen trips, one of them following a week in Hamburg, throughout the 1980s.

During these years our daughters arrived, and whenever possible Mum also came with us to the British Championships and the Minor Tournaments, enabling me to give the girls bucket-and-spade holidays like those we had enjoyed as children, while Voldi slaved over a hot chessboard.  Though you might imagine Mum would have had her hands full, she was always on hand to help members outside the family.  She never joined the BCA, but had in common with our stalwart associate members the ability to be in multiple places at once whenever assistance was needed.

As the girls grew older and started school, there was a period when Voldi attended most BCA events on his own, but we were very pleased to invite Mum to several events towards the end of her life, when she was reunited with  old friends and made some new ones.  On one of her last trips, she was remembering old times with her great friends, Clive and Phyllis Hodgkins, and Phyllis recalled a lovely tribute from David.  Mum had been asked to meet him at a station and escort him to the chess venue, where his parents later joined him.  He was attending his first BCA tournament, aged around thirteen.  Describing Mum to his parents when they arrived, he said, “As soon as you see her, you’ll like her.”  They did, and, to judge from the many messages and cards we have all received, and the wonderful tributes paid by the 250 people who came to her funeral, this was a verdict with which all who knew Mum would agree.

Clare Gailans
Harry Beevers
Longstanding BCA member, Harry Beevers, passed away on the 24th of January, aged 86.  Harry lived in Castleford, West Yorkshire, and had been suffering with serious health problems for a couple of years.

Despite having been diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa at a young age, Harry attended Castleford Grammar School and completed his National Service before starting work as a history teacher in a secondary modern school.  He organised the school cross country running team and was interested in weightlifting.  Harry married Muriel and they had a son, Michael.  However, Harry’s sight deteriorated in the 1950s, possibly as a result of an anti-malarial drug that he had been given while serving in East Africa.  On being registered blind, Harry decided to retrain as a Braille shorthand typist after which he found employment with the local authority.  

Before long, tragedy struck the family.  Muriel died when Michael was just ten years old.  In time, Harry was introduced to Joan by a mutual acquaintance at church.  Joan and Harry married and went on to have a son, Mark. 

In 1977, Harry joined a BCA squad and travelled to Austria for a chess tournament.  Harry spoke no German so when he wished to talk to a local Roman Catholic priest who knew no English, the two conversed in Latin!  Harry continued his interest in chess by playing postal games against other BCA members.  He used to put his guide dog on “autopilot” when walking to the office so that he could work out his next moves!   

Harry was passionate about quizzes!  He enjoyed setting the questions and acting as quizmaster as well as taking part.  His quiz team competed at national level, with Harry specialising in sport, especially Yorkshire cricket!  He was also active in a general knowledge quiz league in his local area and appeared on several TV quiz shows, including Fifteen to One.

Naturally, the internet is a powerful tool when it comes to researching quiz questions so Harry was keen to get to grips with using a computer.  In 2001, with this aim in mind, he requested assistance from St. Dunstan’s, the charity now known as Blind Veterans UK.  They quickly spotted Harry’s talents and asked him to join their team of speakers who travelled to various locations giving talks on sight loss in order to raise awareness.  Harry’s patch was mainly Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Lancashire, though on one occasion he went to Northern Ireland to address a group of eye specialists at the Royal Belfast Hospital.

Harry also became very active in raising funds for Blind Veterans UK.  At the age of 76, he teamed up with a school friend to cycle a tandem from London to Brighton.  The ride took place on a day when temperatures were in the nineties and the tarmac was melting.  Spectators along the route were throwing water at the cyclists to cool them down!  Undeterred, Harry went on to do the London to Brighton charity cycle ride on three further occasions.  Also, Harry remembered seeing parachutes as a boy and had been fascinated by them ever since.  He had always wanted to have a go himself and when he was 78, he fulfilled this ambition by completing a charity tandem jump with the Red Devils!  

In recognition of Harry’s huge contribution to Blind Veterans UK, he was chosen to be one of their representatives at a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace in June 2015 to mark the charity’s centenary.  Harry was ill that summer, but his determination to go to the palace was such that a small inconvenience like being in hospital was not going to stand in his way.  Sure enough, with just a week to spare, Harry was discharged and shortly afterwards he proudly travelled to London with Joan to attend the special occasion.

Sincere condolences to Joan, Michael and Mark on their loss.  Grateful thanks to Joan for kindly sparing the time to talk to me about Harry and supplying me with the information needed to write this piece.
Julie Leonard 
David Gibbs

BCA member, David Gibbs, passed away on 29th January.  He was a lovely, jolly soul and will be much missed.

Originally from Bristol, David later moved to Cardiff with his wife, Monica, but he never lost his West Country burr!  An interest that David shared with Monica was lawn bowls.  They both joined the Cardiff Bowling Club and became trustees of the Welsh Association of Visually Impaired Bowlers.  David represented both England and Wales in the UK Visually Impaired Singles and at the World Bowls.  

David began supporting BCA over the board events many years ago.  I remember David and Monica, attending the Minor Championship, as it was then called, in Paignton in the mid 1990s and I daresay other members will recall David playing in tournaments further back than that as well.  

Postal chess was also something that David enjoyed.  He competed in the BCA Postal British Championship and the Ladder event as well as in the league.  In 1998 he was promoted to League Division 1, where he remained until he stopped playing by post in 2010.  

In 2009 David picked up a grading prize at the BCA British Championship in Weston-super-Mare and this seems to have inspired him to return to our over the board events.  He competed in no fewer than seven tournaments since that time including various AGM and Autumn weekenders, other BCA British Championships and the Stephen Eastwick-Field Memorial or the Chairman’s Cup as it is now known.  He travelled to all points of the compass to attend our events; from Harrogate to Bournemouth, and Morecambe to Scarborough, with Derby in between!  In recent years his greatest success in the BCA was winning the Minor section of the Chairman’s Cup in Bournemouth 2012 with an impressive six points from seven games.  Monica often travelled with David and sometimes other family members came along too.  Granddaughter, Rachel Rees, accompanied David and Monica on several occasions.  David’s stepson, David Mears, even played in our Autumn Tournament in Harrogate in 2011.  The two Davids were paired against each other in round one and on that occasion youth triumphed!    

Chess moves were not the only sort of moves that David enjoyed.  He also delighted in moving around a dance floor and loved dancing with Monica on nights out.  David Mears recalls how he himself had been confined to bed with food poisoning while holidaying in Spain and he awoke to find David and Monica dancing on the bed next to him.  Now I’m not suggesting that they weren’t sympathetic to the younger David’s plight, but they clearly didn’t like to miss any opportunity to trip the light fantastic.  One can only speculate as to how the poorly David felt about this and people may wonder whether that first round defeat in Harrogate 2011 was part of his revenge!  I couldn’t possibly comment on that, but I reckon that the David who is sadly no longer with us would have had a good old chuckle at the notion! 

David left behind Monica, David Mears and his siblings, Anne, Adrian and Mark.  

Many thanks to David Mears for providing some of the details used in this article.  Sincere condolences to the whole family.  
Julie Leonard

