The Gazette
August 2012

Registered Charity Number 263049

                     [image: image1.png]




BCA website address: www.braillechess.org.uk 
Email: customer.services@braillechess.org.uk
To contact a member of the committee, please see the Braille Chess Association’s website where there is a facility for emailing each officer.

Note: The views expressed by members in the Gazette do not necessarily reflect the policies or views of the BCA, nor those of the editor.

CONTENTS

2Editorial


3Forthcoming BCA Events


4Booking Conditions and Procedures


5All Under One Roof


6H.Cohn – L. Whittle, Sicilian


7An Unusual Opening Trap


8IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament: Friday 13th – Monday 16th April 2012


8BCA at Sight Village


9IBCA and FIDE Olympiads


10ASCI, The Italian BCA: An Introduction


10Correspondence Chess Director’s Report


11Membership Secretary’s Report


12ECF News


13Congress Support Scheme – Formerly Grass Roots


14Millennium Club


14Pay by Credit Card on Our Website


14Protect Yourself with Insurance


14Coaching


14Puzzle from Chris




Editorial

This issue of the Gazette is turning out to be a decidedly busy one!  Not only do I include a report on the BCA’s participation at Sight Village Birmingham, composed by Guy, but an exciting announcement regarding an amazing opportunity for Chris Ross to attend the FIDE Olympiad.  We wish him, Tristram Cole his guide and also the team attending the IBCA Olympiad in India this August all the success in the world. 
There have been some developments regarding online payment via the website, which Gill Smith brings to our attention and important information for those wishing to book places in upcoming tournaments.
You will also have noticed a slightly different protocol regarding emails in the introductory section of this Gazette.  The committee felt it was time to streamline email addresses, so that when committee posts change, it will still be possible to get in touch with particular questions to the appropriate address.  In other words, I am at gazette@braillechess.org.uk for example.  This should not worry anyone; the geniuses on the website committee have engineered it so that any email sent to gazette@braillechess.org.uk actually lands in my inbox. 

I would like to draw your attention to the “usual” reports: All Under One Roof, Tournaments, Correspondence, the ECF and Membership Secretary’s Reports, as these are what keeps the BCA going throughout the year and the stuff of which the organisation is made.  If it weren’t for the efforts of these good people to bring said reports to our notice, we would simply be isolated individuals playing games of chess.  My deep thanks to them for the thoughtful synthesis of the information provided in their submissions.

I am also introducing a couple of new regular columns to the Gazette: Contributions by members of other chess associations, and analysis of a particular opening or famous game; to complement the popular items already included, (a game by Hans Cohn from this year's BCA Correspondence Chess Tournament; a light-hearted but insightful analysis by Colin Crouch; and a puzzle from Chris), so I have included an article by Stefano Murgia about ASCI, the Italian chess association for the blind.  Molte grazie, Stefano.

By way of apology for having omitted an important acknowledgement in the previous Gazette, I would also like to thank the Wixamtree Trust and the Bedford Rotary Club for their generous sponsorship of the 2012 AGM which took place in Bedford, this March.  It is the kind support of sponsors such as this club which enables the BCA to continue providing the first class events it does.

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Blaevoet
Forthcoming BCA Events
9th-11th November, 2012: International Autumn Tournament 2012

This will take place at The Old Swan Hotel in Harrogate from Friday 9th November to Sunday 11th November 2012.  It will consist of two five-round Swiss tournaments - an Open Tournament and a Minor Tournament for those whose grade or estimated grade is 110 or below.  Both tournaments are open to blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  On the Saturday evening there will be a celebratory dinner to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the BCA.

The Old Swan Hotel has proved to be a very popular and suitable venue on previous occasions and we look forward to returning.  The hotel is within walking distance of the lovely spa town of Harrogate and a short taxi ride from the railway station. 

The BCA has once again been able to provide a subsidy for the Friday and Saturday nights.  The cost for members and associate members for dinner, bed and breakfast will be £37.50 per person per night sharing a double or twin room; the cost of a single room is £40.00 per person per night.  The cost for non-members and those wishing to stay the Sunday night will be £53.50 per person per night in a double/twin room and £57.00 per person per night in a single room.

Please note that anyone wishing to stay on Sunday night should notify the BCA when booking.  However, all payments for Sunday night accommodation must be made direct to the hotel on departure. 

Payment for Friday and Saturday night accommodation and the £10 entry fee plus room requirements should be sent to the Treasurer, Gill Smith by the closing date, Friday 28th September.  

Any queries to the organiser, Steve Burnell.
15th-17th March 2013: Brian Perham Memorial AGM and Chess Congress Weekend 
Next year’s AGM tournament weekend will be dedicated to the memory of Brian Perham, a popular and loyal member who left us a very generous donation in his will.  We will all miss his gentle humour and remember him with much affection.

In 2013 we will be returning to the very popular Derby hotel with its excellent facilities and convenient location, close to Derby railway station.  The AGM will take place on Saturday 16th of March at 2pm.  There will be a five-round chess tournament open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  It will consist of a major open event, and a minor event limited to players whose grade (or estimated grade) is 110 or below.  The tournament entry fee will be £10.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, for members and associate members is £35 per night in a shared room and £39 single.  The cost of a room for the Sunday night will be £50 for a shared room and £56 for single occupancy.  Please send bookings and room requirements to Gill by 20th January 2013.

Mark Hague and Lea Ryan, tournament organisers

25th May-1st June 2013.  BCA British Championship.  Auckland Hotel, Morecambe.  
Open to all visually impaired UK residents.   Entry fee £10.   Cost of accommodation including: Dinner, bed & breakfast: £250 for members and associate members and £320 for others.  Closing date for entries and bookings 30th April 2013.   Entries or bookings accepted after this date will be subject to a £10 per person late booking fee.    If there are sufficient entries there will be a minor event in addition to the main event to decide the British Champion.

Organisers: Stan & Jan Lovell  
Entries to include full payment to: Mrs. Gill Smith or see the announcement regarding online payments.
Due to clashes of dates in August we hope this change to the last week in May will prove more convenient for members.  Since we last held an event at the Auckland hotel considerable renovations have taken place including: an extension to the dining room which has made it lighter and more spacious, the conversion of seven ground floor rooms to make them completely accessible for disabled users and a completely new function suite which will be used for the chess tournament.

The hotel is very conveniently situated on the seafront within easy walking distance from shops, tea rooms and other facilities.  

The staff at this hotel are used to parties of visually impaired people and we are sure of a very good friendly service throughout our stay.

Booking Conditions and Procedures
The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

Cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted.  BACS payments can be made to sort code 40-52-40, account number 00082456.  Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the Treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.

Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels. Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your cheque to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1. Single room, double room or twin room;

2. If you prefer a bath or a shower;

3. If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy;

4. If you will be bringing your guide dog;

5. If you are on a special diet;

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift;

7. If you are a wheelchair user;

8. Any other special requirements.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  Inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Please note: the BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

All Under One Roof
All the congresses listed below are mainstream events, which for your ease and comfort are held in hotels.   I have not included prices but these can obviously be obtained from the various organisers.  

Due to changes to ECF policy, which you can read more about in a separate article by Bill Armstrong, from September 2012 anyone wishing to take part in mainstream events will need to become a Silver Member of the ECF or incur a higher grading fee.  Please refer to Bill’s article to find out more. 

Before I begin my report, may I take this opportunity to remind anyone wishing to take part in any of the events listed below that you may be eligible to claim a grant towards your expenses.  To find out more please refer to my Congress Support article.

24th-27th August 2012 – e2e4 Leicestershire Chess Congress:  Held at the Barceló Hinckley Island Hotel, Watling Street, Hinckley, Leicestershire, LE10 3JA.  Beginning on Friday evening and closing on Bank Holiday Monday, this is a 7 round Swiss with sections for players of all strengths.  I am still yet to attend an e2e4 congress but they always get an excellent report from our members.  For more information or to obtain a booking form, please contact Sean Hewitt.  Alternatively, please visit www.e2e4.org.uk  

28th-30th August – Third Jorvik Chess Congress:  Held at the Holiday Inn, Tadcaster Road, York, YO24 1QF.  This congress, which is run by one of our associate members, begins on a Tuesday and is a six round Swiss with two rounds each day.  The time control is 90 minutes each, with games being played between 10 am and 1 pm and then 2 pm till 5 pm.  At the discretion of the organiser, this event will have two sections.  There will also be an opportunity to analyse games with an ECF accredited coach.  To find out more or to obtain a booking form, please contact Peter Cloudsdale.    

6th-7th October 2012 - Dudley Congress:  Held at the Quality Hotel, Birmingham Road, Dudley, West Midlands, DY1 4RN.  This is a Castle Chess event and is a five round Swiss, with three games on Saturday and two on Sunday.  The time control is 36 moves in 90 minutes with a further 15 minutes to complete the game.  The Dudley Congress has an Open section which includes a Premier subsection (grade 180), a Major section (160) which includes an Intermediate subsection (140) and a Minor (120) which includes a challenger subsection (100).  Although the Quality Hotel is a little bit of a rabbit warren and not the easiest to navigate, with corridors being hampered by steps, the hotel lives up to its name and yet is not over expensive.  What is more, the staff there are extremely friendly and helpful, and so getting to the chess room etc. is not a problem.  As for Castle Chess, I have known Tony and Barbara Corfe and Marc Shaw for many years, and have always found them to be extremely friendly and helpful.  I attended this tournament last year and will certainly be re-attending this year.  For more information or to obtain a booking form, please contact Tony Corfe or visit www.castlechess.co.uk     

12th-14th October 2012 - High Wycombe Congress:  Held at De Veres Uplands House, 4 Ashes Road, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP15 6LB.  This five round e2e4 event begins on a Friday evening and is   advertised as being for all standards of play.  To find out more or to obtain a booking form, please contact Sean Hewitt.

12th-14th October 2012 - The 47th Dorset Open Congress:  Held at the Bournemouth International Hotel, Priory Road, Bournemouth, BH2 5DL.  Although I couldn’t find the grading bands for the various categories,   this event has four sections: an Open, Major, Intermediate and Minor.  To find out more or to obtain a booking form, please contact Norman Mackie or visit www.bournemouthchesscongress.org.uk
26th-31st October - e2e4 Gatwick International Congress:  Held at the Crown Plaza, London Gatwick Airport, Langley Drive, Crawley, RH11 7SE.  This congress I assume begins on the Friday evening and runs to Wednesday.  It is advertised as being a nine round FIDE rated International tournament with sections for players for all strengths.  For more information or to obtain a booking form, please contact Sean Hewitt.
As Congress Coordinator for the BCA, if anybody would like to register their bookings for any non BCA tournaments, or if you simply wish to enquire about BCA attendance at any such events, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Gary Wickett
H.Cohn – L. Whittle, Sicilian
41st BCA Correspondence Championship

H. Cohn – L. Whittle

Sicilian

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 g6

The so-called “Accelerated Dragon” defence, in which Black intends playing –d5 in a single move without playing –d6 first.  It was fashionable in the USSR during the middle years of the last century, but has since been replaced by more sophisticated systems at the highest level.  The best way for white to foil it is to play 5 c4, preventing –d5 for ever and creating an outpost for a knight on d5.

5 Nc3 Bg7 6 Be3 Nf6 7 Bc4

This is now the only way of preventing –d5 apart from 7 Nb3 which would render White vulnerable to pressure on the queenside.

7 –0-0

Generally speaking, Black should avoid castling first in a position in which White is well placed to launch a kingside attack by castling on the opposite side.  An intriguing alternative is 7 –Qa5 which forces White to castle immediately to avoid threats such as –Qb4 and –Nxe4.  After 8 0-0 0-0 9 h3 d6 10 f4 Nxd4 11 Bxd4 Nd7 12 Bxg7 Kxg7 Black may be able to equalise.  A full analysis of the “Accelerated Dragon” is available from the BCA audio library.

8 0-0 e6?

Anti-positional and unnecessary.  Instead –d6 will allow Black to develop naturally.  After the text this becomes impossible, since he will never be able to force –d5, leaving White in total command of the D-file.

9 Ndb5 Qe7 10 Nd6 b6

This prevents Bc5 followed by Nxb7 winning the exchange.

11 Bf4 Qd8

The threat of Bd6 was looming.

12 Qd2 a6 13 a4 Ne8 14 Rad1 Na5

A sorry place for the knight, but this turns out to be the only piece Black can develop beyond his third rank.

15 Ba2 Nxd6 16 Bxd6 Re8 17 e5 Bb7 18 Qf4

If instead 18 f4, -Qb6 and –Bxb2.  The text puts paid to any ambitions Black might have had of launching an attack against White’s king.

18 –Rc8 19 Rd3 Ba8

As White is busy setting up an impregnable position, Black is hard put to it to find reasonable moves.  Now rather than later he should go for a position with queen and bishop on the a8-h1 diagonal.

20 Rfd1 f5

A fateful decision.  Black is trying to start a counterattack.  He is hoping for 21 exf6 en passant, but White decides to keep the position closed, hoping to exploit Black’s weakness on the a2-g8 diagonal later.

21 Bb4! Bc6 22 Bxa5 bxa5 23 Bc4 Qc7 24 Re1

The pawn on e5 must be held at all costs.

24 –Qb7

If 24 –Ra8 to keep material equality, White can strengthen his position with Qd4 and f4.  Black now embarks on a manoeuvre which results in shutting his other bishop out of the game.

25 b3 Bxg2 26 f3 Bh3 27 Kf2 Rf8 28 Red1 Bg4 29 Rxd7 Qb6+ 30 Kg2 Bh5 31 R1d6 Rc6 32 Nd5! Rd6

Or 32 –exd5 33 Bxd5+ wins.

33 Nxb6 Rxb6 34 Qd4 Rd6

If 34 –Rfb8 35 Rd8+ Rxd8 36 Qxd8+ wins the other rook, or 34 –R6b8 35 Qa7 Kh8 36 Rxg7 and mate in two.

35 Rxg7+ Kxg7 36 Qd7+ 1-0 

Hans Cohn.

An Unusual Opening Trap
The last game I have played (in March 2012) was a quick win for me, after an unusual trap in the opening. Everyone knows how to handle the king, at least in principle, although not necessarily in actual play, when players can easily get distracted by other ideas.  Certainly it is a good idea to castle the king, quickly and safely.  And usually it is an extremely bad idea for the king to advance early on, and with queens on the board, especially if the king is blocking all the other pieces (think Kd7 for black).  This is a useful rule of thumb, but if you are in the middle of tactics, you need to think of absolutely everything relevant.  Apparently anti-positional moves can be winning moves, on the right occasion.

Henry Strausser (King's Head) 

Colin Crouch (Drunken Knights)

London League, 19.03.2012

The Drunken Knights team must surely be the best pub team in the country.  On occasion, we have been able to beat the mighty Wood Green, with its massed ranks of grandmaster professionals, although the Drunken Knights has never actually won the London League.  It is usually a case of Wood Green first, and Drunken Knights second.

Under Nevil Chan's enthusiastic organisation, our third team is about to be promoted into division one, to join the first and second teams.  This is quite an achievement.  In the meantime, the second team in the King's Head is about to be relegated to division two.  So Drunken Knights is the top pub team!

Regrettably, access is difficult for disabled players.  My eyesight is just about good enough to get up the narrow stairs, but it is an old pub, and there is no access for wheelchair players.  The lighting is not great, but it seems to affect fully sighted players, rather than partially sighted players, who, at least for myself, is used to having to play chess with dim lighting.

1 e4 d5 2 Nc3 dxe4 3 Nxe4 Nf6 4 Nxf6+ exf6 5 Nf3 Bd6

Not particularly theoretical, but solid enough for both sides.  If White wants to try for an initiative, rather than simple equality, then he should have accepted the centre counter on move 2.

It is a quiet game, yet White has a losing position just two moves later, having to give away a minor piece.  I did not foresee this possibility.  Why should I?  All that I am concerned with just yet is that Black has equalised.  I was not interested in setting up traps, but if my opponent falls into the trap, I will gratefully take advantage of this.

For the reader, think about it from White's point of view.  Strausser's idea is perfectly reasonable, except that one paradoxical line by Black destroys White's play.  Have you the sense of danger to avoid the problem?

6 Bb5+?!

Both players were looking at 6 Qe2+, a natural enough move, aiming to disrupt Black's pieces slightly, before he has the chance to castle.

My initial reaction was that 6 - Qe7 is solid, but with a microscopic edge (Black has doubled pawns with a queenless game), but that Black can give away a tempo with 6 - Be7, and White's queen is blocking the bishop.

Presumably my opponent was thinking along the same lines, and he plays a cunning little plan, throwing the bishop check, before playing Qe2+.  He has to be careful though, as after Black's reply, the bishop is threatened, and this means either a small loss of tempo, or, if he disregards the loss of tempo, something more dangerous.

6 - c6 7 Qe2+??

There is still time for a bishop retreat, although the position has switched from a minimal initiative to White, to a minimal initiative to Black.

7 - Kd7!

Splat!

Quite clearly my opponent had not considered this as a legitimate move, not because it is illegal, but rather because it is badly "anti-positional".  Here though tactics rule.  This is the only king move for Black to allow for the pin.  Pin the queen against king with - Re8.  If White wants to avoid losing the queen, he has to give away the bishop.

This should have been a quick and simple win for Black, although I tried to concentrate on sitting with my extra piece, not bothering about any further tactics, and I was not the first winner for my team.

(An extended version of the analysis is given in my blog, shakthinking, https://sites.google.com/site/shakthinking.  All new readers welcome!)

Colin Crouch IM 
IBIS Haaksbergen Tournament: Friday 13th – Monday 16th April 2012
This year the party going to the annual IBIS Chess tournament in the little Dutch town of Haaksbergen numbered four BCA members.  We all met at Liverpool Street Station to catch the train and overnight ferry on Thursday, 12th April 2012.  The party was: myself, Mike Murphy, Phil Smith and Geoff Patching.

Our boat crossing went peacefully and also our train journeys in England and the Netherlands.  We were collected from Hengelo Station by our host families and later that evening, met up at the Kopen (theatre/community building), where the chess is held.  This meant we met old and new friends and were able to learn which table we were playing on and against whom.

On Saturday morning the tournament was opened by an elderman of Haaksbergen who welcomed everybody to the tournament.  After his speech the Chairman of IBIS read out the list of competitors in the tournament in country order.  The tournament rules were then confirmed and the elderman then as customary made the opening move on Table 1.

This year the numbers were slightly down with there being only 12 tables with 48 players.  The British players numbered four and were on the following tables and scored as follows:

Table 2—David Hodgkins—1 from 3. (Fourth on my table.)

Table 4—Phil Smith—2.5 from 3. (First on his table.)

Table 9—Mike Murphy—1.5 from 3. (Joint second on his table.)

Table 10—Geoff Patching—1 from 3. (Joint second on his table.)

The British players scored six out of a possible 12 points.

For the fourth year in succession, the Friendship Plaque was not competed for.  This is because the organisers of the tournament are still trying to obtain ways on how the Friendship Plaque should be competed for.  They are concerned that in its current format teams of different nationalities are not getting together to know each other.  They are still open to suggestions from players and it is hoped that the Plaque will be competed for in 2013.  The organisers are also trying to look at ways in which they can increase the number of players in the tournament; especially visually impaired players. 

On the Saturday evening the usual get together was held at the Kopen and a good evening was enjoyed by all.

Sunday afternoon after the closing speeches and prize giving we departed from the Kopen with our host family for the remainder of our stay in Haaksbergen.

On Monday morning our host families took us to Heneglo Station so we could start our journey back by train to the Hook of Holland to catch the overnight ferry back to Harwich.

I would like to sincerely thank both of our associate members who came on this trip, but especially Mike Murphy, for all the help and assistance they gave throughout the trip.  Without their assistance and support the journey and organisation would not have gone as smoothly as it did.

Next year the 39th IBIS Tournament will take place from Friday, 12th to Monday, 15th April 2013.  All those who would like to go on this trip should notify myself (in writing or by phone), by no later than Saturday, 15th December 2012, hopefully along with the name of a guide.  Also when notifying me of your participation on this trip you should confirm whether you will be travelling with the organised party or making your own travel arrangements.  If the same method of travel is used for the organised trip, this will mean departing from Harwich on Thursday, 11th April and returning to Harwich on Tuesday, 16th April 2013.

If you make your own travel arrangements I still need to be notified of your arrival and departure times from Hengelo in order that I can notify the Dutch organisers of these arrangements.

David Hodgkins

BCA at Sight Village
A summary of sight village as I and my helpers experienced it. 

Sight Village Birmingham, called the premiere exhibition for blindness products in the UK, took place Tuesday and Wednesday, July 17th -18th.  Below is a summary of the contacts we made and the questions the convention raised. 

We had requests for help setting up clubs in the Royal National College for the Blind in Hereford and Queen Alexandra College. 

We look set to recruit a very enthusiastic junior whose father is equally enthusiastic.  The junior in question lives in Worcester and is going to Worcester College for the Blind next year. 

We signed up a new member and sold a chess set. 

I was interviewed about the association by Look, the national association for families with children with visual impairments.

A vendor of assistive technology is passing on our details to a visually impaired county chess player in Wiltshire. 

We met three very enthusiastic prospective members who said they would probably join soon. 

I have the name of an official who might be the first port of call in reaching associations for the blind in Derbyshire.

I left leaflets with numerous organisations, among them: Blind Veterans UK, the Kent Association of the Blind, the Macular Disease Society, the National Blind Children's Society and St Vincent's School in Liverpool.  We have a number of invitations to demonstrate chess for the blind which of course must be followed up.

Some rehabilitation officers were impressed with us and took our details.

In terms of future events of this kind, I'm gathering my thoughts on whether it's worth doing another sight village or not.  Currently I am undecided about Birmingham but, depending on which organisations are represented and on the opportunities to network, we might need to make a decision on sight village in London in November and in Edinburgh next year in the spring.  We did get some lengthy periods of inactivity on the stand and there was little novelty/curiosity value; people did not say things like "Oh that's interesting, let's go and speak to them"; either they were interested or absolutely not interested at all and just walked past.

One other point worth making is that we were asked several times if it was only chess we did; and did you have to be a Braillist; I was only able to leave a leaflet with one organisation once I got past the Braille barrier.

Guy Whitehouse
IBCA and FIDE Olympiads
There are two Olympiads.  The first is the IBCA Olympiad, which takes place in India.  Then comes the FIDE Olympiad, where an IBCA team is playing, which will take place in Turkey.
1. IBCA Olympiad
The International Braille Chess Association’s (IBCA) 14th Chess Olympiad for Blind and Visually Impaired players will take place from 9th - 21st August 2012 in the city of Chennai, India.  The tournament will consist of 9 rounds, with a rest day.

The squad will be accompanied by Grandmaster Neil McDonald and International Master Chris Beaumont as coaches and guides.  Geoff Ward and Sally Kenealy will also be guides.
The UK squad is:
1. IM Colin Crouch (2373)
2. Chris Ross (2231) [captain]

3. Stephen Hilton (1918) 

4. David Hodgkins (1738)

5. John Gallagher (1730)

2. FIDE Olympiad. 

The FIDE Olympiad is a major event in the mainstream chess calendar, taking place every two years and involving strong national teams from all parts of the globe.  The International Braille Chess Association is sending a team to the 2012 Olympiad and congratulations go to Chris Ross who has been selected for the team.  Chris will be accompanied by BCA associate member, Tristram Cole. We wish Chris and the team every success.

The official website: http://istanbul2012.tsf.org.tr/ 

This will take place in Istanbul, Turkey.  It is an 11 round event, with two rest days.  Departing on 27th August and returning on Monday 10th September.  Rest days on 2nd and 8th September.
IBCA squad:

1. IM Yuri A Meshkov (2390)
2. IM Piotr Dukaczewski (2249) 
3. Sergey Grigorchuk (2275)
4. FM Oliver Müller (2265)
Reserve: Chris N Ross (2231)
Captain: FM Ryszard Bernard
“Take it easy”,
Chris Ross
ASCI, The Italian BCA: An Introduction
Most blind and visually impaired Italian chess players are part of the Italian BCA, Associazione Scacchisti Ciechi Italiani (ASCI).  It was founded in 1972 by a small group of blind chess players.  Three of them (Mario Vaccani, Aldo Fracas and Renato Conti) are still active members of our association: this year they will be awarded a prize for their 40 years of motivation and participation in the life of our association.

Nowadays we number about 40 members.  Since 2010, our Executive Board comprises: Claudio Gasperoni (President), Fabrizio Zavan (Vice-president), Emilio Brunetti (Treasurer), myself (Secretary) and Gabriele Battaglia (Counsellor). 

Our mission is to disseminate chess knowledge throughout our blind Italian community, to help integration with sighted players, and with “real life” matters too. 

We organise two major events each year: the Italian Chess Championship for Blind and VI players, an event that has reached its 40th anniversary; and a rapid championship for Italian blind and VI players, that has reached its 30th anniversary.

Each year we also organise an integrated event, Scaccorama, which, depending on its form, members of ASCI gather to play in a “normal” chess tournament, or a team of our members is hosted by a Chess Club, in a different city every year, to play a match against the guest club’s team, to share some of the host city’s life, thus creating new friendships and chances for cooperating. 

ASCI also organises and selects members to attend international tournaments, both team events or individual ones.

Probably our best result in an Olympiad happened at the 9th IBCA Olympiad, in Spain in 1992, when our team finished 14th out of 33 nations.  But later we could not maintain that level, and usually we finish much deeper in the second part of the ranking…

We are affiliated to the Italian chess federation (FSI) as well as to IBCA, and our request to become part of the Italian Paralympic Committee is under judgment.

On our website http://www.asci72.com/, unluckily only in Italian, you may find some of our history and results, and activities.  We also sell chess materials: our old folding box-style chessboards and sets (that were very popular) are out of stock, but we commissioned a woodworker to design new chessboards and adaptive sets (board 25 cms side, non-folding, Staunton pieces) and the results were very impressive.  We also have some Braille chess clocks in stock.

I personally had been testing two (more or less…) digital accessible chess clocks, and we hope we will have one in our stock too. 

We have a mailing list over Yahoo groups, named ASCI72.

We are always happy to establish contacts and cooperation with different nations’ BCAs and chess friends!

Stefano Murgia, Secretary of ASCI.  
Correspondence Chess Director’s Report
Unfortunately, the new BCA correspondence rules are still being discussed by the tournament sub-committee.  However, I think that they are not far away from being completed and will definitely appear in the November edition for members’ comments.  For some years our correspondence rules have been outdated and need to be made easier for members to understand.  It is hoped that by doing this that it might encourage more members to enter our correspondence tournaments.

At present, in the forthcoming 42nd correspondence championship which is due to commence 1st January 2013, we will only have the Premier and one challenger group due to lack of numbers.  Therefore, if any visually impaired member wishes to enter the 42nd correspondence championship who is not already participating in it, please can you let me know by the end of October?

Now down to the results.

BCA 41st Championship 2011-2012

Premier—Group Leader David Hodgkins;

Whittle-Crombie: 0.5-0.5; (King’s Indian) 51.

Whittle-Hodgkins: 1-0; (Queen’s Pawn) 41.

Cohn-O’Brien: 1-0; (Ruy Lopez) 29.

Phillips-McElroy: 0-1; (Queen’s Pawn) 37.

Crombie-McElroy: 0-1; (Sicilian) 33.

Cohn-Phillips: 1-0; (no details).

Scores: Alec Crombie 4-6, Les Whittle 4-6, Ernie McElroy 3.5-4, Hans Cohn 3.5-5, David Hodgkins 1-3, George Phillips 0.5-5, Sean O’Brien 0.5-5.

Alec and Les at present are in the lead but have finished all their games. Ernie and Hans are hot on their heels and can each catch both of them.  Therefore, the crucial game is the one between them, which may decide the winner, but it could also go down to the tie-break between many at this stage.  Also relegation is to be decided.

Group A—Group Leader Gary Wickett; 

Patching-Mike Hague: 0-1; (Queen’s Gambit) 48.

Scores: Mike Hague 3-4, Gary Wickett 3-4, Mike McGuigan 1.5-4, Eric Gallacher 1-3, Geoff Patching 0.5-3.

Congratulations to Mike Hague for winning the group on the first tie-break system from Gary Wickett.  Mike now gains promotion to the Premier group commencing in January.  There is now only one result to complete this group.

Group B—Group leader Mark Hague
This group was completed before the February Gazette and results appeared in there.  Mark Hague winning promotion.

Unless there are further new entries to the 42nd Championship due to commence on 1st January 2013, there will just probably be one challenger group with Gary Wickett acting as group leader.  However, I will not be able to confirm this until October.

Division 1—Group Leader David Hodgkins
Stephen Brown-Crombie: 0-1; (Sicilian) 23.

Mark Hague-Crombie: 0.5-0.5; (Dutch) 46.

Scores: Alec Crombie 1.5-2, Mark Hague 0.5-1, Stephen Brown 0-1, David Hodgkins, Frank Atherton, Ernie McElroy and George Phillips 0-0.

Division 2—Group Leader Sean O’Brien; 

Eric Gallacher-Mike Hague: 0-1; (Bishop’s Opening) 33.

At present Sean is unwell; therefore, if any member within this division during 2012 has had any results perhaps you would be kind enough to forward them to myself, David Hodgkins, so I can update the position in this division.

Scores: Mike Hague 1-1, Eric Gallacher 0-1, Sean O’Brien, Jason Pearce, Guy Whitehouse 0-0.

Division 3—Group Leader Gary Wickett; 

Patching-Warren: 1-0; (King’s Gambit) 14.

Scores: Derek Couchman 1-1, Geoff Patching 1-1, Denis Warren 0-1, Jim Cuthbert 0-1, Gary Wickett, Mike McGuigan and David Mears 0-0.

Ladder
McElroy-Bryant: 1-0; (Ruy Lopez) 30.

Mark Hague-Atherton: 0.5-0.5; (Queen’s Pawn) 30.

Scores: Orlando Sobers 14, Geoff Patching 14, Ernie McElroy 14, Frank Atherton 11, Stephen Thacker 9, Roger Bishop 8.

David Hodgkins
Membership Secretary’s Report
First of all, please let me apologise for a few omissions that escaped my notice when I wrote my last report.  Before I took over this role, David Hodgkins had very kindly sent me a huge bunch of documents which I thought I had read through thoroughly and gleaned all the relevant information.  However, unfortunately, Mark Finnigan, a member who joined before I took over this role, escaped my notice, as did two changes and one correction of address.  Hopefully, by the time this Gazette arrives on your doormat I should have sorted out the new address list.  However, just in case there is any delay in sending out the new address list, I have inserted all the relevant contact details in this report. 

However, before I turn to new members and changes of address, can I remind members to keep me updated of any changes of address or to let me know if any amendments need to be made, no matter how small, or if you wish to change the medium in which you receive the Gazette or any other correspondence.  Obviously, it is up to the players concerned to inform any opponents in correspondence chess of any such changes.

New Members 

I am delighted this time to welcome eight new members.

Firstly, let me offer a belated welcome to Mark Finnigan, who has joined as a five year associate member.  Mark prefers to be contacted by email.  
I would also like to offer a very warm welcome to Maureen Devlin, who has joined us as a visually impaired annual subscriber.  Maureen tells me that she is so new to chess that she is yet to learn the moves.  Such a huge step of faith is a great inspiration to us all and I trust that chess gives Maureen the pleasure and satisfaction that many of us enjoy.  

Thirdly, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Kenny Harman, who has taken out five year membership as an associate member.  Kenny is no stranger to the BCA as he used to be a member some years ago.  At current grade 175 and last previous grade of 181, he will certainly prove to be a new kid on the block for our stronger players to take note of!  As members of the email user group will be aware, Kenny has very kindly offered to provide free email coaching for any member wishing to improve their chess.  Once again, Kenny prefers to be contacted by email.  
Let me also extend a warm welcome to Steve Peters, who has taken out five year membership as an associate member.  Steve is currently in the process of setting up a chess club for VI players in Cambridge and we wish him every success with this endeavour.  Steve again prefers to be contacted via email

Finally, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Gill Smith, her husband Paul and two children Edmund and Freya, who have all joined us as associate members; Gill and Paul joining as five year members and Edmund and Freya obviously as Junior Associate Members.  As you will all know, Gill of course is no stranger to the BCA, as she has been our Treasurer for the last five years and together with a few other Committee Members, practically runs the show!  To be perfectly honest with you, without Gill’s help I am almost certain I would be a queen down in an end game!  Therefore please let me also take this opportunity to thank Gill for all the help she has given me in performing this role.  
Gary Wickett 
ECF News
As most of you will know, from Sept 1st the ECF has a new membership and game fee regime.  New membership will run from Sept to August each season.  Game fee for graded games has increased to £2 a game for most local chess and £6 for all of your games played in any single congress.  ECF members are free of these charges.  There are four membership categories: Bronze for league and county chess £13 a year, Silver £19 also covers congresses, Gold £28 also includes FIDE rated events, and Platinum £60 is Gold with a few fringe benefits but mainly a way of supporting ECF as a patron.  BCA events will not be subject to game fee and will be graded as in the past.  To have your games graded in other events you or your club will be paying game fee unless you become an ECF member in the appropriate category.  If you play chess as a Bronze member and enter a congress (other than BCA) your £6 charge will convert your membership to Silver and further congresses will not demand the £6 game fee.  If you wish you can buy a three year membership at three times the yearly cost and hope that membership fee increases make this a prudent choice. 

I have joined as a Gold member and hope that any of you in that category will elect me to serve as a representative for that group of members.  The categories of veteran and disabled members I previously represented in the 

ECF council have ceased to exist.  Perhaps in some future time other council memberships will be reviewed to take some account of the new membership structure which links the ECF more directly with individual chess players. 

Bill Armstrong
Congress Support Scheme – Formerly Grass Roots
Before I begin my report, please let me extend a warm welcome to Rebecca Blaevoet who has recently joined the newly named Congress Support Subcommittee.  I am sure you will also join me in wishing one of our other members, Steve Thacker, a speedy recovery from his double hip replacement.  

In my last report I mentioned that the Grass Roots Scheme was under review due to the fact that as the policy currently stands, our two top players presently qualify under the scheme.  To me and to other members on the subcommittee, this at best seemed farcical and at worst inappropriate.  Therefore, before the main Committee Meeting which took place at the end of April, the then Grass Roots Subcommittee had been busy thrashing out various ideas to address this problem; which included imposing a grading limit, giving longer or permanent exclusion to those who have played in the World Cup, Olympiad etc., or simply changing the name.  As the other two options seemed to create more problems than they solved and would unduly penalise certain members, it was felt by the Committee that we should just simply change the name.  As my idea of calling it the Cinderella Scheme surprisingly had no support, Norman’s much more sensible idea of calling it the Congress Support Scheme was fully endorsed by all members of the Committee.

Apart from the change of name, nothing else has changed.  The scheme’s objectives remain to seek to encourage VI members to take part in mainstream congresses, and secondly to share out funds more equally by offering grants to VI members who may not yet feel ready to attend mainstream congresses but who may wish to attend other non BCA events, such as Peter and Celia’s Chess Theme Break.  The third objective, which in fact is a by-product of the other two, is to help promote the good work of the BCA amongst the chess community and the wider media.

How do I know if I am eligible to claim?        

Each year starting from 1st October through to 30th September, I draw up a list of eligible members who fulfil the following criteria. If you fit into the below criteria you will definitely be on my list and therefore entitled to claim under the Congress Support Scheme.  

1. You must be a VI member of the BCA who is a resident citizen of the UK.

2. You must have played in at least one BCA event during the previous BCA financial year (1st October to 30th September).

3. You must not have received BCA funds of £300 or more to attend any international event in any one of the two previous BCA financial years.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or are uncertain of your eligibility. 

If I am eligible, what events can I claim for?  How much can I claim?  

If you fit into the above criteria, you can claim money towards any non BCA chess congress, whether it be in the UK or overseas, regardless of whether it is a mainstream congress or one specifically geared towards visually impaired players.  

Your claims can be made in two ways:-

1. You can make three claims of up to £75 towards any non BCA congresses within the BCA financial year. 

2. You can make two claims, one being for up to £150 and the other for up to £75 towards any non BCA congresses within the BCA financial year.

What do I do to make a claim?  

To make a claim it is just three simple steps:-

1. Let me know of your claim at least one week prior to the event.  

2. On your return, send a receipt or proof of expenditure to our Treasurer, Gill Smith.  

3. Send me a report highlighting your impressions of the event.  This can be as short or long as you feel appropriate.  The purpose of the report is simply to aid us in setting up a database of events and their suitability for our members.  Please be assured that all information is stored anonymously.

In addition to your claim, if you are a novice to such events or haven’t attended a mainstream or a non BCA overseas event for ten years or more, you can also claim the same amount for a guide.    

If you wish to find out more about the Congress Support Scheme please do not hesitate to contact me.  You will find my contact details on the website under my role as Membership Secretary.  
Gary Wickett 

Millennium Club
The Millennium Club raises funds for the BCA by offering the chance to enter a monthly draw at £12 per number per year.  Each month a lucky winner receives £35.  If you wish to enter the draw, send a cheque to Gill Smith made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or you can pay using the following details: account name Braille Chess Association, sort code 309620, account number 00296072, make Millennium Club the reference. 

The latest Millennium Club winners are: 
May – Jan Lovell, number 37, 

June – Denis Warren, number 1, 

July – Steve Burnell, number 55.
Pay by Credit Card on Our Website
There is a new facility on the BCA website for members to pay for membership, equipment and tournaments by credit or debit card or by PayPal.

I am sure some members will wish to continue using cheques or bank transfers which is absolutely fine.

The payments made on our website are managed securely by PayPal.  You do not need to register with PayPal to use your debit or credit card.  Your card details are not passed on to the BCA.

To use this service, select the BCA shop button on the website.

Gill Smith, Treasurer
Protect Yourself with Insurance
We would like to repeat our advice to those who book for our events to take out appropriate insurance to cover yourself against the possibility that you might have to withdraw from the event.  In almost all cases now hotels require us to pay the full amount for the rooms we book well in advance of the event.  This means we are unable to refund money to those who withdraw after payment is made to the hotel.  We should also like to make it clear no rooms will be reserved until full payment is received.

Stan Lovell
Coaching
As members on the email user group will be aware, Kenny Harman has very kindly offered to provide free email coaching for any member wishing to improve their chess.  Kenny prefers to be contacted by email.  

Puzzle from Chris
Position

White: King f7, Rook c1, Knights e8 and d6, Pawn c6

Black: King d8, Knight b6

White to play and mate in two.

Solution
1. Rb1

A. 1... Nc8 2 Nb7 mate
B. 1... Nd7 2 c7 mate
C. 1... (Knight anywhere else) 2 Rb8 mate

