People and the Environment
E-162
  Section 10935
  Spring 2008
Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 – 3:45 PM

SPEA Room 274
Instructor:  
Michael Schoon
Office:  

SPEA 440A or by appointment at Workshop 4, Room 200, 513 N Park Street
Mailbox:

SPEA 341

Phone:

856-2693
Email:

mlschoon@indiana.edu
Office Hours:
Mondays/Tuesdays/Wednesdays, 1:30 – 2:30 PM or by appointment
Administrative Assistant:  Jennifer Mitchner, SPEA 341

Course Description and Objectives

This course is an introductory course that examines the ways that people and the environment interact.  We have all heard people talk about ecosystems and social systems.  In this course, we are interested in coupled or linked social-ecological systems.  What impacts one part of the system, reverberates through the entirety.  What we will do is look at various “hotspots” in social-ecological systems today, areas of high interest and importance, covering topics like sustainability, global environmental change, and environmental justice.  While many view the environmental “state of the world” in negative terms, the goal of this course will be to examine the challenges we face, explore solutions, and look for signs of positive advancement.
There are three broad objectives for this course:

1) To provide students with an understanding of the “big ideas” in the study of human-nature interactions and be familiar with a number of issues in the environment;

2) To provide students with an understanding of some of the methods for evaluating and studying human-nature interactions; and

3) To provide students with case studies covering a variety of topics on the environment and society.

To facilitate achieving these three broad objectives, students will have a variety of tasks to secure this knowledge.  Ultimately, success in our professional lives comes down to three skills – critical thinking, oral persuasion, and written communication.  The assignments in this class will work on improving our abilities in each.  With that in mind, we will have a mini-position paper, which allows everyone to think through an issue and then argue for a particular position and, in the process, stimulating our techniques of logic and clear writing.  Everyone will also have the opportunity to kick start a discussion on an environmental topic of their choice in the media review, providing opportunities for public speaking.  Several other short assignments will help to raise awareness on current environmental issues and foster our quantitative talents.
The course will be organized into four main parts:

1) An Introduction to “People and the Environment”;
2) Economic Issues, Globalization, and Common Pool Resources;
3) Environmental challenges and opportunities, and
4) Sustainable Development.

To achieve these objectives, this course uses a variety of media, including lectures, readings, cases, discussion, and practical exercises.  Students are expected to read the assigned materials before class and to participate in class discussions.  This will not be a standard lecture class.  We will all need to engage in discussion.
Required Materials

There is no text for this class.  Instead, all readings will be made available through the Oncourse page for this class.  Oncourse can be accessed online at:  https://oncourse.iu.edu/portal.  Check Oncourse regularly for posted notes, assigned readings, assignments, and other materials.  If I need to communicate with the class, it will be through Oncourse announcements or via email.  All assigned readings are mandatory.  I will post the readings at least a week in advance.  If you will need particular readings earlier than that, I will provide them to you individually.  
Course Requirements and Grading

	Assignments
	Grading

	Mid-term Exam
	150 points

	Pop Quizzes
	150 points (50 each, best 3 of 4)

	Homework Assignments
	150 points (5 assignments at 30 points each)

	Position Paper (10-page, double spaced, 12 pt font)
	200 points

	Final Exam
	200 points

	Class Participation
	150 points

	Total
	1000 points


Grading Scale

	    A           94-100%
	    B           84-86%
	    C           74-76%
	    D           61-65%

	    A-          90-93%
	    B-          80-83%
	    C-          70-73%
	    F            ≤60%

	    B+          87-89%
	    C+          77-79%
	    D+          65-69%
	    


Final Grades will be rounded according to accepted mathematical principles.  An 89.5 will be an A-, while an 89.4 will be a B+.  Students are responsible for monitoring their grades and taking appropriate action to increase their grade average.  Any grading discrepancies can be discussed during office hours.  Any re-grading will require a re-grade of the entire assignment.
Detail of Assignments:

Exams:  You will have two exams during the semester, a mid-term and a final.  If something is on the syllabus or is covered in class, you are expected to know it for the exam.  Make-ups for exams will only be given by the instructor for illness of the student or death in the student’s immediate family; all make-ups will be ORAL exams. If the student does not take the exam on the date scheduled or an approved make-up, they will receive a grade of 0. Exams may cover materials in the assigned readings, in lectures, in handouts, or in presentations by guest speakers. The mid-term exam is worth 15 percent of the total grade and the final exam is worth 20 percent.
Quizzes:  You will have four unscheduled quizzes throughout the semester.  If something is on the syllabus or is covered in class, you are expected to know it for the exam.  Quizzes, like the exams, may cover materials in the assigned readings, in lectures, in handouts, or in presentations by guest speakers.  They will be based on the readings for that class and the previous one only.  If you have done some of the readings and listened in the last class, you will do fine.  There will be four quizzes over the course of the semester, and the lowest score will be dropped.  If you are not in attendance, you will miss the quiz.  There are no make-ups.  The quizzes are worth 15 percent of the total grade, 5 percent each.
Homework:  You will have five homework assignments throughout the semester.  The assignments are due on the dates posted in the syllabus.  Specific details on each assignment will be provided a week before the due dates.  The assignments are:  1) “Water in your Life”, 2) an “IU Recycling Audit”, 3) “Our Ecological Footprint”, 4) “Forest Measurements and Campus Field Experiment”, and 5) a media review.  The homework sets are worth 15 percent of the total grade, 3 percent each.
Position Papers: Writing is a critical skill that you will need to master to be successful in this class and in whatever profession you choose to pursue; therefore, it is a primary focus of this course.  For the position paper, everyone will select a topic, either from the course or another environmental issue.  The paper will diagnose and analyze the problem and potential “solutions”.  The author will then take a position on how to proceed and argue for their position.  More details will follow.  This paper will require a substantial effort to convince the intended audience that your argument and case are valid and relevant.  Grammar, spelling, and organization will all have a significant impact on your grade.  Directness, cohesiveness, clarity, logical flow, and completeness will also affect your grade.  The paper is worth 20 percent of the total grade.
Class Participation: Every student starts off with “full points” for this portion of their grade. Excessive absences or not participating in class discussions will lead to loss of points. Participation represents 15 percent of the total grade.

Cold Calling: The reason that class participation is worth so much in this class is because class discussion will play a leading role in the course.  This will be an active learning experience, not a standard lecture course.  To stimulate discussion, I will cold call someone in the class at random to begin our discussions each day.  This will not be a difficult task, and I will guide the discussion.  It will require, however, that you read the assigned material ahead of time.  If you have difficulties with the material, please let me know ahead of time.  There may also be opportunities to earn immunity for a session’s cold calling through other classroom activities.
Classroom Policies

Academic Dishonesty and Student Misconduct

Academic Honesty:  Several university documents, including the Code of Student Ethics, provide a description of the forms of academic dishonesty and the potential ramifications of such behavior.  Below I’ve copied a small segment from http://www.indiana.edu/~deanfac/acadguid/h.html#ad, which outlines IUB policy.  As the course assignments indicate, I strongly encourage you to work with your fellow classmates to discuss the course material and given group assignments.  However, no form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated and each student is individually responsible for all given assignments not designated as “group” assignments.

DOCUMENT H-XXIX
POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
(Approved: BFC 3/20/84)

Part 1: Substantive Provisions
Because academic integrity is fundamental to the intellectual life of the university and to the self-esteem and education of the individual student, the Bloomington Faculty Council adopts the following provisions to promote academic integrity: 

Academic integrity is a basic principle which requires that students take credit only for ideas and efforts that are their own. The following acts of academic dishonesty violate that principle. They undermine the bonds of trust and cooperation among members of this community and between us and those who may depend upon our knowledge and integrity. Therefore they are prohibited.1 

Cheating
A student must not intentionally use or attempt to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise.

1. A student must not use external assistance on any "in class" or "take home" examination, unless the instructor specifically has authorized such assistance. This prohibition includes (but is not limited to) the use of tutors, books, notes, and calculators.

2. A student must not submit substantial portions of the same academic work for credit or honors more than once without permission of the present instructor.

3. A student must not allow others to conduct research or to prepare any work for him or her without advance authorization from the instructor. This prohibition includes (but is not limited to) commercial term-paper companies and files of past papers maintained in a residence unit.

4. Several people must not collaborate on a single project and turn in multiple copies, all represented implicitly or explicitly as individual work. 

Fabrication
A student must not intentionally falsify or invent any information or citation n an academic exercise. 

Plagiarism
A student must not intentionally adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person with acknowledgment.2 

"A student must give due credit to the originality of others and honestly pay his literary debts. He should acknowledge indebtedness:

1. Whenever he quotes another person's actual words;

2. Whenever he uses another person's idea, opinion, or theory;

3. Whenever he borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative material--unless the information is common knowledge."3 

Interference
A student must not steal, change, destroy, or impede another student's work. Impeding another student's work includes (but is not limited to) the theft, defacement, or mutilation of common resources so as to deprive others of the information they contain. 

Facilitating Academic Dishonesty
A student must not intentionally or knowingly help or attempt to help another to commit an act of academic dishonesty. 

Part 2: Penalties and Procedures
[UFC action supersedes these procedures; see Indiana University Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct, previously known as the Code of Student Ethics.] 

An act of academic dishonesty, even a first offense, places the student in jeopardy of the most severe form of sanction--expulsion from the university. 

A faculty member4 who has evidence that a student is guilty of an act prohibited in Part 1 shall initiate the process of determining the student's guilt or innocence. No penalty shall be imposed until the student has been informed of the charge, has been informed of the evidence on which it is based, and has been given an opportunity to respond.

If a faculty member finds the student guilty, he or she shall assess a penalty. In a classroom situation, the penalty for a significant violation under Part 1 of this policy normally will be the removal of the student from the course with a grade of F; less severe penalties may be imposed at the discretion of the instructor for minor violations. If the penalty includes a grade of F in the course, the grade will be identified for the Registrar as having been given for academic dishonesty. The Registrar will take the necessary steps to place the grade on the student's permanent academic transcript. The transcript will not reflect the reason for the grade, but the Registrar will take the steps necessary to prevent the F from being removed from the transcript by use of either the F/FX policy or a declaration of academic bankruptcy. The F will be calculated into the student's grade point average, but it shall not prevent the student from repeating the same course for credit. 

E-Mail

If you need to contact me, the most effective way is to use my campus email listed on the first page.  I will only accept email from you using your IU email account- meaning your email address which ends with @indiana.edu.  This is done to protect your privacy.  

Although I have included my secretary’s contact information, please rely on me to address your needs for this class.  Jennifer Mitchner is not aware of my changing schedule, only I am.  Therefore, please respect her busy schedule and mine by directing your questions to me through email if after class and office hours are not convenient.   

Wireless Communication

Cellular phones, iPods and pagers are an unacceptable distraction to the class and the learning process.  Cell phones and beepers must be turned off during the class period.  Therefore, any audible signals from these or similar devices will not be tolerated, unless you have spoken with me prior to class.  Audible signals from these devices may result in a decrease in your final grade.

Classroom Conduct

Civility is important in an academic community to ensure that everyone is working in a healthy and productive environment.  Civility requires all parties to demonstrate personal integrity and conduct themselves in a manner that shows respect, courtesy, and tolerance to others.  Examples of discourteous behavior during class include:  reading the newspaper, listening to headphones, text messaging, talking or laughing with others, and so on.  Discourteous behavior is distracting to the instructor and your classmates and will not be tolerated.  If this behavior occurs, the student will be asked to leave the class.  In addition, students are expected to arrive for class on time and to stay for the entire period.  Violations may result in a lowering of your final grade and may be reported to the Office of the Dean of Students.
Incompletes, Late or Missed Assignments

Please turn in all assignments on the due date.  Late assignments are a burden on your time and mine.  Therefore late assignments will not be accepted.  However, if there are extenuating circumstances prohibiting you from completing your work on time, please notify me before the due date.  Proper documentation may be necessary to justify late assignments or missed exams (as outlined previously).  If an emergency does arise which prevents you from taking an exam, you must notify me within 24 hours to arrange a makeup exam.  Any make-up exam will follow the format outlined in the Exams section above (i.e. make-up exams will be oral).  Incomplete grades will not be given except under extraordinary circumstances with the appropriate documentation.

Religious Observances
Students at Indiana University come from a great mixture of ethnic groups and religions.  Both the University and I recognize and support a student’s right to participate in and observe key religious holidays and festivals.  If a conflict or potential conflict exists between a religious holiday and a class deadline, please see me at the beginning of the semester so appropriate arrangements can be made.
Accommodations for Students

Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or the Indiana Civil Rights Act should file an application with the Office of Disabled Student Services.  Please contact the IU Office of Disabled Student Services at 855-3508.  This office is specially equipped to assist you in your academic career and your dealings with professors.  I will follow Indiana University’s guidelines in providing accommodations and/or adjustments.  It is the student’s responsibility to have official documentation from the Office of Disabled Student Services directed to the instructor at the beginning of the semester.

If you have any disabilities that affect your ability to complete exams or any other assignments, please notify me within the first week of class.  This will allow me to accommodate your needs in a timely manner.  Such information will be treated as private and confidential.

Tentative Course Schedule

This course schedule is a work in progress; dates and assignments are subject to change at my discretion.  I reserve the right to make syllabus revisions as I deem necessary.  I will announce changes in class and/or through Oncourse. 
	
	Date
	Readings Due
	Assignment Due

	Week 1
	January 7
	Course Introduction

Reading:  Are You an Environmentalist?
	

	
	January 9
	What is Nature?
Reading:  Wilderness and the American Mind Ch. 2, 3 – Nash; 
Harper Environment & Society, p. 358-371
 
	HW 1:  “Media Review” – throughout the semester

	Week 2
	January 14
	It’s the Economy, Stupid: 

Markets and Market Failures
Reading:  GPB – The Case for Free Trade, Bhagwati

GPB – The Perils of Free Trade, Daly

Policy Analysis -
	

	
	January 16
	 Common Pool Resources & Public Goods
Reading:  “Tragedy of the Commons” – Hardin; 
Ostrom & Ostrom – Ch. 3 “Public Goods and Public Choices”, Polycentricity and Local Public Economies
	Quiz 1

	Week 3
	January 21
	MLK Day – No class

	

	
	January 23
	People, People, Everywhere: Demographics and Population Growth
Reading:  Daily and Ehrlich “Population, Sustainability, and Earth’s Carrying Capacity”
Regis, “The Doomslayer” in Wired Magazine
	

	Week 4
	January 28
	Globalization
Reading:  Art and Jervis “Trading in Illusions” by Dani Rodrik and “Why the Globalization Backlash is Stupid” by Micklethwait and Wooldridge
	

	
	January 30
	Quality of Life and Human Development
Reading:  UN Human Development Report
	Quiz 2

	Week 5
	February 4
	Urban Sprawl
Reading:  National Geographic, “Urban Sprawl”, July, 2001, John G. Mitchell; Land Use and Urban Sprawl, From:  http://www.cwac.net/landuse/index.html, accessed January 15, 2008, the Website of the Clean Water Action Council; Haya El Nasser and Paul Overberg, USA TODAY “Sprawl”
	

	
	February 6
	Water Resources
Reading:  Harper “Environment and Society”, p. 90-95; Marq de Villiers, “Water”  Chapter 1.
	HW 2:  

“Water in Your Life”

	Week 6
	February 11
	Are You Going to Drink That?  

The State of Water Pollution 
Reading:  Water Pollution and Society, by David Krantz and Brrad Kifferstein; “Water” Ch 5, by Marq de Villiers
	

	
	February 13
	Air Pollution
Reading:  Bjorn Lomborg, “The Skeptical Environmentalist”, Ch. 15; Wikipedia – “Air Pollution”
	Quiz 3

	Week 7
	February 18
	Hole in the Ozone?  Too much Ozone?  Say what?
Reading:  Green Planet Blues, Ch. 13 Ozone Depletion; “Beyond Discovery” by Ron Cowen for NAS
	

	
	February 20
	Global Climate Change – Myth or Reality
Reading: Harper, Environment and Society, p. 139-161
	Show “Inconvenient Truth”

	Week 8
	February 25
	Global Climate Change – Myth or Reality
Reading: Green Planet Blues Ch. 16; MEA Synthesis p. 26-38
	HW 3:  Recycling Audit

	
	February 27
	Sustainability
Reading: Lele “Sustainable Development”; Ecological Footprint,Ch. 1
	

	Week 9
	March 3
	Sustainability
Reading:  Ecological Footprint Ch. 2;

Ch. 1 – Compass and Gyroscope, Lee
Review Homework in Class
	HW 4:  Ecological Footprint

	
	March 5
	Sustainability
Reading: Kates and Parris - PNAS; College Sustainability Report Card, Executive Summary
	Show “The Story of Stuff”

	March 8 – 16 Spring Break

	Week 10
	March 17
	Genetically Modified Organisms

Reading:  Miguel A. Altieri and Peter Rosset, “Ten Reasons Why Biotechnology Will NOT Ensure Food Security, Protect the Environment and Reduce Poverty in the Developing World (1999a)” AgBioForum 2(3-4): 226-236. Available online at http://www.agbioforum.org/v2n34/v2n34a03-altieri.htm.

Martina McGloughlin “Ten Reasons Why Biotechnology Will Be Important to the Developing World” AgBioForum Available online at http://www.agbioforum.org/v2n34/v2n34a04-mcgloughlin.htm. 
	

	
	March 19
	Silent Spring

Reading:  Silent Spring Ch. 1, 2 and 3, Carson
	

	Week 11
	March 24
	Mid-Term Exam
	Mid-Term Exam!

	
	March 26
	Energy Policy and Biofuels

Reading: Upside of Down, Ch. 4; Vitousek et al.  Other?
	

	Week 12
	March 31
	Environmental Justice

Reading: Ringquist, Ch. 11 
	

	
	April 2
	CBNRM

Reading: Barrow and Murphree Ch. 3 from African Livelihoods and Wildlife
	Quiz 4

	Week 13
	April 7
	Theories of Resilience

Reading:  Ch. 2 and 3 – Resilience Thinking, Walker and Salt
	

	
	April 9
	Deforestation and Reforestation

Reading:  
	Position Papers Due!

	Week 14
	April 14
	Seeing the Forest through the Trees:  Campus Field Experiment w/ Forester
Reading:
	

	
	April 16
	Forestry Experiment continued
Reading:
	

	Week 15
	April 21
	Parks and Protected Areas
Reading:
	HW 5:
Forestry Measurement

	
	April 23
	Ecotourism

	

	
	May 2
	Final Exam 2:45 pm – 4:45 pm
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