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Editorial
Generally speaking I am not the adventurous type.  I am usually the sort of person who would consider going up a flight of stairs two at a time unnecessarily reckless.  So imagine my surprise when I heard myself agreeing to go white water rafting while on holiday in British Columbia this summer!  I was full of nervous anticipation as I donned a wetsuit, lifejacket and hard hat.  Rays of morning sunlight were glinting off the Chilliwack river and a bald eagle was soaring overhead when my companions and I picked up our paddles and boarded an inflatable raft.  We had an expert skipper who knew how to navigate the currents.  He shouted instructions to us: “Forward”, “Left back”, “Stop”.  We rowed as hard as we could and were swept downstream, hurtling over the rapids, bouncing off boulders, spinning through 360 degrees and zigzagging from one riverbank to the other.  Occasionally the force of the water drove our craft up onto the rocks and we performed intricate manoeuvres to break free.  Then we’d be off again, with water spraying up into our faces at every turn and drenching us from head to toe when our vessel splashed down into deep water.  All in all it was an exhilarating and immensely enjoyable experience!

Readers should prepare themselves to encounter similar thrills when playing through some of the games in this issue!  Players skilfully steer towards the familiar channels of well-known openings.  Positions take a battering on the kingside and queenside.  Over the board opponents try to push each other overboard or onto the rocks.  Regroupings are carefully orchestrated prior to the launch of fresh assaults.  Pieces surge forward in daring attacks and players test their nerve as they risk dramatic sacrifices.  Hard hats at the ready!

It’s not just courage that is tested in this issue.  You can try your mental agility by puzzling over Chris Ross’s latest mate in two problem or by pondering the answers to a Chess Theme Quiz, kindly devised for us by Derek Heyes.  There are articles about correspondence and email events as well as reports on the first ever IBCA European Team Championship, where our team sprit came under pressure, and on the Chairman’s Cup, where players and entertainers alike were put through their paces.  The latest ECF grades are listed and if you’re not happy with yours you may wish to study some Braille chess books that are on offer to a good home.  Finally, we are reminded about the end of year deadline for entering the Annual Best Game Competition so if you’ve played a ‘white water’ game that meets the qualifying criteria don’t delay sending it in!
As this is the last gazette of 2016, I wish you all compliments of the festive season and a safe passage into 2017.  Please send me your articles for the February gazette before Christmas.
Julie Leonard 
Forthcoming Events

17th to 19th March 2017: AGM Weekend Chess Congress, Hallmark Hotel, Derby
The AGM will be held at 2pm on Saturday 18th March.  We are pleased to be returning to this popular hotel with its excellent facilities.  The Hallmark Hotel is conveniently located within a few yards of Derby railway station.

There will be two five round chess tournaments.  The Open section is open to all visually impaired chess players and associate members of the BCA.  The Challengers is limited to those graded 100 or below.  The entry fee for both tournaments is £10.  The cost of dinner, bed and breakfast for members and associate members is £39 per person per night for Friday and Saturday nights in a single room, and £35 per person per night in a double/twin room.  For non members and those staying on the Sunday night, the cost will be £56 per person in a single room and £50 per person in a double/twin.  The closing date for entries is 24th January.  Please send your entry fee and full payment for all accommodation to Gill Smith by this date.  Please send any resolutions or other items for inclusion on the AGM agenda to Guy Whitehouse by 31st December 2016.  Also, let Guy know if you are planning to attend the AGM without staying at the hotel so that we can let you have the AGM papers.  

Organiser Steve Burnell.
Saturday 27th May to Saturday 3rd June 2017: British Championship

This will be held at The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate.  It will be a seven round event, with one round each day, and will be open to all visually impaired chess players both from the UK and overseas.  It will also be open to all associate members of the BCA.  The British Champion will be the highest placed UK visually impaired player.  Depending on the entry, there may also be a Challengers event in addition to the main championship.   

We are pleased to be returning to this hotel with its excellent facilities.  It has proved popular on previous occasions for our weekend tournaments, and we feel it will be very suitable for our weeklong event.  It is located close to the town centre and a short taxi ride from Harrogate railway station.  

The cost to BCA members and associate members will be £270 per person for the week, for dinner, bed and breakfast regardless of room type.  The entry fee will be £10.  For anyone staying part of the week only, the cost will be £40 per person per night for dinner, bed and breakfast.  For anyone wishing to stay additional nights at the beginning or end of the tournament, the cost per night will be £63 per person in a single room and £56.50 per person in a twin or double room.  Payment for entry and all accommodation, including any additional nights, should be sent to the Treasurer by the closing date of 31st March 2017. 

Organiser Steve Burnell.
Booking Conditions and Procedures

If you have any queries about the hotel or the tournament please contact the organiser. 

Blind and partially sighted UK residents under the age of 25 receive free entry and free accommodation when playing in BCA events.  In appropriate circumstances, free accommodation is also available to a parent or guardian accompanying a junior.
Visually impaired UK residents in their first year of membership receive their first BCA weekend event free or £100 reduction in the cost of a week-long event.  They may also be accompanied by a guide or companion who will receive the same concession.
For a first event we ask for payment in advance and we then make a refund at the event.

You may pay in these ways:
Cheques payable to Braille Chess Association should be sent to Gill Smith.

Online or telephone payments may be made to: 
Braille Chess Association, sort code 40 52 40, account number 00082456.

Credit/debit card payments may be made through the BCA website.

If you pay by direct payment then you should inform Gill when the payment has been made. 

Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received.  Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the hotels. Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When contacting Gill please let her know if you want a single, double or twin room and if you have a preference for a bath or a shower.  And remember, if emailing Gill, copy in the tournament organiser.
Also say whether any of the following apply.

1 If you will be bringing a guide dog;

2 If you are on a special diet;

3 If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift;

4 If you are a wheelchair user;

5 If you feel you would have any special difficulties in an emergency such as a fire evacuation;

6 Any other special requirements.

Please note: BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.
24th Windermere Chess Theme Week 2017, 28th January - 4th February
Associate members Peter and Celia Gibbs organise this popular annual event, which combines coaching with an informal tournament.  There will also be trips out and a range of evening entertainment.  Please see your May 2016 gazette for full details of the cost and how to book.  At the time of writing a few places are still available.  Readers may already be aware that Action for Blind People has announced the closure of the Windermere Manor Hotel but the manager has confirmed that the reservation for the Chess Theme Week will not be affected by this.  Members and associate members who act as trainers, or who are trainees and participate in the handicap cup tournament will receive a £50 grant from the BCA after the event. 
Haaksbergen 2017

The IBIS tournament in Haaksbergen will take place from Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April.  In the past the majority of us have travelled to the tournament by ferry, which means that you would actually leave the UK on Thursday 20th April and travel back to the UK on the overnight ferry from Holland on Monday 24th April.  You are free to make your own travel arrangements if you wish.

For those who are unfamiliar with how the event works, Friday is a social evening at the playing venue when participants are organised into tables consisting of four players each.  There are two games on the Saturday and one game on the Sunday morning, with each player having two hours for all moves.  You play everyone on your table.  Entertainment is organised for Saturday evening (your choice whether you go).  People stay with host families and often go out with those families for dinner on Sunday evening after the chess has finished.

The whole thing is remarkably friendly and relaxed.  The chess hasn't been graded in the past, but people are pitched against players of about their own level and the time control means there's plenty of thinking time.  Everyone I've travelled with says they've enjoyed the event, and over the years those who have gone to Haaksbergen regularly have developed friendships with their host families.

In the past few years the BCA has subsidised travel costs.  A decision on whether we do this next year will be taken at our next committee meeting.

If you'd like to go please let me know at the latest by end of January 2017.  Even if you make your own travel arrangements I still need to know because I fill out an entry form for every BCA member who goes.  I know Jim Cuthbert who'd been in the past enjoyed going back this year and one or two people who have been for the first time since I started organising the party at our end have also said they liked Haaksbergen, so I'd encourage anyone who's thinking of going to take the plunge.  It's not expensive, the chess is competitive but not as intense as in a graded event and the social side is excellent. 

Guy Whitehouse.

All Under One Roof
Members can claim support for attending any of these congresses from the Congress Support Scheme.  You just have to flag up with the Congress Support Officer, Mark Kirkham, that you intend to participate, and assuming you have not exceeded the amount you are entitled to claim in a year and that you send in a small report on the tournament afterwards you could probably offset the vast bulk of costs incurred by playing in an event.

This list should not be treated as definitive and is only as complete as I can make it whilst complying with gazette deadlines.  The following events take place in hotels so the accommodation and tournament are at the same venue.

Castle Chess 
Website: www.castlechess.co.uk
These are organised by Tony and Barbara Corfe.  You can subscribe to Tony's newsletter yourself; just email him and you will be added to his list of subscribers.  Tony and Barbara are used to having visually impaired participants in their events.  I have also found that other participants in Castle Chess events have got to know and befriended BCA players.

Please note that unless otherwise stated, all Castle Chess congresses are now six round Swiss events and you are allowed to take a half point bye in any two of the first five rounds.  The grading bands are changing in 2017.  They will have an U195 Championship with a Premier U175 section, a Major for those under 155 with an Intermediate section for U135s and a Minor for those with a grade less than 115 with a Challengers section for U95s.

As mentioned in the previous gazette, the tournament which was scheduled to run in November at the Quality Hotel, Dudley has been cancelled.

6th – 8th January, 5th Winchester Congress, Holiday Inn, Telegraph Way, Winchester. 
This tournament seems to have become well-established as a Castle Chess regular event.  As well as a chess tournament, Tony will be running a draughts tournament during the weekend.

17th – 19th February 2017, 11th Portsmouth (Fareham) Congress, Lysses House Hotel, High Street, Fareham. Rooms in this hotel are limited so book well in advance if you wish to go to this event and stay in the hotel.
10th -12th March 2017, 9th Hereford Congress, Green Dragon Hotel, 44-46 Broad St, Hereford HR4 9BG

The Green Dragon is an historic chess hotel in the heart of Hereford.

e2e4 events 
Website: www.e2e4.org.uk
At this writing I can find no e2e4 events listed for the period covered by this gazette. However if you wish to make enquiries yourself, contact the main organiser, Sean Hewitt.

4NCL Events   Website: www.4ncl.co.uk
Five round Swiss tournaments with sections: FIDE Open, FIDE U2000 (ECF U175) and an ECF U135. Contact Mike Truran.

4th – 6th November 2016, 11th 4NCL FIDE Rated Congress, De Vere Harben Hotel, Newport Pagnell, Bucks

6th – 8th January 2017, 12th 4NCL FIDE Rated Congress, The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate.
Other Events

11th – 13th November 2016, 50th Torbay Congress, Livermead Hotel, Sea Front, Torbay Road, Torquay 
A five round Swiss with sections given as an Open, a U170, a U140 and a U120. Contact: Tony Tatam.
2nd - 4th December 2016, 51st Dorset Open Chess Congress, Ocean View Hotel, 83 Grove Rd, Bournemouth
A five round tournament with four sections:- Open, Major (under 160), Intermediate (under 135) & Minor (under 115).  Contact: Ian Clark. Website: http://www.dorsetchess.co.uk

14th - 15th January 2017, Somerset New Year Congress
Walton Park Hotel, Wellington Terrace, Clevedon, North Somerset, BS21 7BL 

Five round seeded Swiss tournament with 3 sections – U175, U145 & U120.  
Email: congresssecretary@hotmail.com Website: http://somersetchesscongress.webs.com
7th - 9th March 2017, York Spring Congress, Pavilion Hotel, 45 Main Street, York YO10 4PJ
A new six round Swiss organised by associate member of the BCA, Peter Cloudsdale.  
10th -12th March 2017, 41st Blackpool Chess Conference, Imperial Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool 
Five rounds.   All moves in 110 minutes with 10 second increment added with each move. Open, Major U181, Intermediate U155, Minor U135 and Standard U115.  
Email: blackpoolchessconference@yahoo.co.uk  Website: http://www.blackpoolchess.org.uk

Guy Whitehouse.
BCA Members in Mainstream Tournaments

Many congratulations to Norman Andrews who was the outright winner of the U135 event at the 66th Devon County Chess Association Congress in Torquay, 5th – 9th September with four points from five games!  Ian Blencowe, Roger Waters and George Phillips were also at this congress, where they played in the Minor section.

Norman’s preparation for the DCCA Congress included acclimatising to the south coast by acting as steward at our Chairman’s Cup in Bournemouth.  He then returned a few weeks later to compete in the U140 tournament, 25th – 29th July, at the British Championships.  Ian Blencowe also put in an appearance at the British, where he played in the U150 weekend event, 29th – 31st July.

Further north, Mark Kirkham took part in the Major at the 10th 4NCL Congress in Wakefield, 9th – 11th September and Gary Wickett played in the Castle Chess Harrogate Congress, 30th September – 2nd October, which was held in one of the BCA’s favourite hotels, The Old Swan.  On this familiar territory Gary scored four points from six games to finish in third place and win a grading prize that was worth more than the third prize.  Well done Gary!

On the international mainstream scene Chris Ross played in the nine round Lichtenberg tournament in Berlin, 13th – 21st August.  Shortly after returning he jetted off to Azerbaijan to join the team representing the IBCA in the FIDE Olympiad in Baku.  Chris had intended to send in a report on this event for the gazette but due to time constraints it has not been possible.  However, he hopes to write about it in the next issue.

The ‘BCA Members in Mainstream Tournament’ gazette item has not caught on as I hoped.  The aim was to let people know who’s playing where so that more members might be tempted to take part and make the most of the grants available under the BCA Congress Support Scheme if eligible.  (Contact Mark Kirkham for details of the scheme.)  However, it seems that we’re a modest bunch overall and most people don’t like letting me know about their tournament participation and successes.  I often have to trawl through the results of tournaments where I think BCA members might have competed to find information.  So I’d like some feedback please!  Are you interested in this item or should we drop it?  Should we perhaps only mention exceptional news such as members who compete in their first mainstream tournament, achieve a personal best score or win a prize?  If there is a view that this item should continue in some shape or form, I will be dependent on receiving information from members so please feel free to tip me off about someone else’s success if they’re too bashful to do so.  I look forward to hearing from you!
Julie Leonard

Treasurer’s Report
Our former Ladies’ Champion, Chrissie Brown, passed away in May this year.  Over £400 was raised for the BCA in her memory by her friends and family.
We sadly lost Juliet Reeve, a long standing associate member of BCA, in August last year.  She had been involved with the BCA for 20 years.  In June the BCA received a legacy of nearly £10,000 from her estate.

The BCA is immensely grateful for these generous donations.
Gill Smith, Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s Report

Well, I had originally written that after introducing a record number of new members in the last two Gazettes, this would be another personal first as there were no new members to introduce.  However, on the very evening I sent my report to Julie, the phone rang and I spoke to a top guy by the name of Alan Kearsley.  Alan has joined as an annual subscriber and learned of the BCA through Voldi whom he had met during a book week.  He was also good friends with the late Brian Perham.  Alan told me that although he has never played chess at competition level, he has enjoyed chess for many years.  May I extend to you a very warm welcome and hope the BCA gives you as much pleasure as it has given me over the years.  Alan’s preferred medium is Braille.
Deceased 

This is the part of my report that I wish could be empty but sadly it is rarely the case.

I regret that I have only recently learned of the sad death of Alan Jones, who apparently passed away back in January 2014.  Alan joined the BCA in 2011, by which time he had set up home in Canada.  He enjoyed email chess and was also a great musician.

It is also my sad duty to report the death of Hilda Hares.  Although to my knowledge Hilda never attended any of our events, she had been a member for many years, her start date predating any electronic records.  Unfortunately, I never had the pleasure of meeting Hilda and had only spoken to her briefly on the phone where she came across as a very warm and charming lady.  However, I do know Hilda was a Braille user and a keen reader of the Gazette. 

Gary Wickett

Coaching Report
By the time you read this we will have held our second coaching weekend for lower graded players at the Hallmark Hotel in Derby.  This will have run from 28th to 30th October and Owen Phillips will have coached six players over the weekend.  We held a similar course last year which proved successful and, as I write, we are anticipating another successful event.

If any member is interested in face-to-face coaching please get in touch with me and I will endeavour to find a suitable coach to run a training course.  We really need four or more players of similar strength to make this viable.

May I remind members that we still have available the option of being coached via Skype or telephone.  All UK-based players are entitled to six hours coaching per year paid for by the BCA.  Once again, please get in touch with me if you are interested in such coaching and I will endeavour to arrange something appropriate.
I have recently started a chess group in East London, primarily to teach beginners, but also to provide an opportunity for blind adults in the area to come and play or assist in teaching the game to those new to chess.  If anyone is interested in the project then please get in touch.  Many thanks are due to John Osborne for finding the venue, very close to Bromley-by-Bow tube station.  It is an excellent venue and there are volunteers on hand to meet anyone attending at the station and to help in the sessions.  So far the sessions have gone well and people seem to be enjoying learning about the game.  I would certainly welcome some help with the coaching, particularly from those in London so do get in touch if interested.  My details are at the front of this Gazette.

Voldi Gailans 
Annual Best Game Prize Reminder
Don’t forget that we are holding an annual best game competition in memory of David Hodgkins.  Entries may be over the board or correspondence games which must have been played in a BCA event or for a BCA team during the year.  It was previously stated that only UK members and associate members are eligible to enter, but the geographical area has now been extended to the British Isles so that the Republic of Ireland is included.  Irish members regularly attend BCA tournaments so if one of them wins the Annual Best Game Prize it will be possible for that person to receive the trophy and return it the following year.  

Games at all levels in the BCA will be considered, whatever the grade of the players.  Owen Phillips is judging the 2016 competition and one of the features that will be important to him is something special in the game such as an interesting combination or a nice finish.  The context of the game could also be important:  for example, it could be a critical final round game or a game in which a lower graded player wins against a much stronger player without the latter making a blunder.

The closing date for this year’s competition is the 31st of December.  Please send your entries to any committee member or directly to Owen in the format of your choice.  Games published in the Gazette that meet the qualifying conditions will automatically be included in the competition but please note that any games played towards the end of 2016, for example in the Autumn Tournament, should be sent to Owen or a committee member this year because the deadline for the 2016 prize will have passed if you wait for it to appear in the February 2017 gazette.

Norman Wragg

Chairman’s Cup 2016
By Tanvi Muir, with Gary Wickett covering the chess angle.
The time had come once again for the BCA to travel to Bournemouth for the Chairman’s Cup tournament.  On this occasion it was in memory of a lovely member of our group and a special friend to many of us, Juliet Reeve, who sadly passed away last year. 

We were given our usual homely welcome by the staff at the Whitehall Hotel.  The first evening was caught up in greeting friends, both before and after round one of the chess.   It was great to welcome some new folks attending for the first time as well as our faithful Irish contingent.  We had a wonderful dinner, after which the Mayor of Bournemouth came to launch the chess.  

There’s always plenty to do in Bournemouth and most places of interest are open every day, so on Sunday after the chess, some of us went to the gardens which are just beyond the hotel, sampled the delights of the food fair and enjoyed the various musicians busking there.  The sun was out with a hint of a sea breeze and all was well with the world! After forcing ourselves to eat yet more lovely food at dinner, there was a simultaneous chess display for those who were still hungry – for chess that is!

On Monday afternoon, we had some visitors.  An artist came and displayed a chess set he’d created from a variety of household objects.  Our other visitors came to show us a helpful and impressive reading gadget for visually impaired people.  On Monday evening we were treated once again to the wonderful warm sound of the Southern Union Barber Shop Singers, who sang their socks off and gladdened our hearts. 

Unfortunately, the resident hot-air balloon, the Bournemouth Eye, was at the doctor’s being repaired, but it was lovely to walk up the hill to the high street in search of big shops, quaint small shops and everything in between.  The rain did its thing but the BCA were not to be stopped! 

After dinner on Tuesday, a very nice man came and quizzed us till the only answer left to give was “Large G&T!”  It was a truly wonderful and varied quiz with something for everyone.  The chess continued on Wednesday morning, and in the evening we were entertained by a mother and son duo who played violin and guitar in the bar.

Thursday evening came; as usual, we’d eaten far too much and were ready to sleep, only to be told that there was a murder mystery to be solved!  No rest for the wicked!  We learned that the BCA harboured secrets:  Some amazing acting talent!  It was just brilliant to witness people from our number effortlessly turning into murderers, rogues and red herrings.  It was an evening of fun, controversy and laughter.

The BCA were not to be put off by the closing of our favourite tearoom in the hotel next-door, so the hunt for a half decent cake was on.  After a little research, we found at least two scrumptious cake shops.  The Danish pastries were irresistible! And then some!

The wonderful holiday was topped off with our usual soirée with more home-grown gifts of music and poetry.  It was all held together by Joan Shorrock, who also sealed it with her own essential and special summary of the holiday in verse.  On this occasion the highlight was our lovely Chairman, Norman Wragg, who after only a short time of learning the guitar, played and sang Eric Clapton’s ‘Wonderful Tonight’.  It was awesome!  Juliet would 
have been proud, as the BCA soirées meant a lot to her.

It was as always a wonderful and happy week and we returned home the next day with happy memories.  John Jenkins did a sterling job as organiser.  
Well, that’s the main points covered, I’ll hand over now to Gary for the small matter of the chess!

Once again the chess proved to be an exciting tournament with almost as many twists and turns as you would see at a Bournemouth tea dance!  This was a seven round tournament with two sections: a top group and a Challenger group. May I say at this juncture what a delight it was to see three new participants playing in their first BCA tournament: Joe McAloon, Muzz Lakhani and George Foster.  May I also thank our arbiter, Gerry Walsh, and our steward, Norman Andrews, who both did an excellent job of keeping the tournament running smoothly.  

In the top section we had ten players: Philip Doyle, Sean Loftus, Stan Lovell, Phil Gordon, Joe McAloon, Eamonn Casey, John Jenkins, George Phillips, Dan Rugman and Gary Wickett.  (To save any confusion, I will refer to players by their surname.)

All quite tight and predictable at the beginning but after the first three rounds Lovell had forged a lead on a perfect score, hotly pursued by Doyle and Casey on 2.5 and Loftus on 2.  However, in round four Doyle beat Lovell and snatched the lead with a score of 3.5.  In round five Doyle went on to draw with Loftus and Lovell beat Casey.  New kid on the block, McAloon, also got a crucial win against Wickett.

As we entered the penultimate round, the four favourites were: Doyle and Lovell on 4, and McAloon and Loftus on 3.5.  Doyle won his game against Casey, who after a promising start now trailed on 2.5.  Lovell beat McAloon and Loftus beat Phillips.

So as we entered the final round it was a three horse race: Lovell and Doyle on 5 and Loftus on 4.5, their closest rivals being no threat on 3.5.  Lovell beat Phillips.  Loftus drew with McAloon.  Doyle lost against Wickett!  

Chairman’s Cup Final Scores: Stan Lovell 6 points (first prize and the Chairman’s Cup trophy), Philip Doyle and Sean Loftus 5 points (joint second prize), Joe McAloon and Phil Gordon 4 points, Eamonn Casey and Gary Wickett 3 points (Gary won the grading prize), John Jenkins, George Phillips and Dan Rugman 2 points.

The Challenger Group should have been an eight player all play all, but due to some unfortunate mix-up it started with seven players and went down to six.  For the first two rounds we had seven players Voldi Gailans, Jim Cuthbert, Denis Warren, Mike Lowery, Richard Harrington, Muzz Lakhani and George Foster.  Muzz had initially come along just for a couple of days to meet people and to play the odd friendly game as he had an important medical appointment to attend.  He therefore only played in the first two rounds, securing a nice draw against Richard in his debut game.

Gailans and Cuthbert led the fray for the first four rounds with a perfect score.  Cuthbert then beat Gailans in round five and gained a full point lead ahead of his two main rivals Gailans and Lowery who were both now on 4.

However, Cuthbert’s wings were clipped in round six by Warren who at last found his mojo and got a nice win.  Lowery hot on Cuthbert’s tail beat Harrington, and Gailans got a full point bye.  

So as we reached the final round the three leaders were Cuthbert, Gailans and Lowery all on 5 points.  Gailans beat Warren.  Cuthbert beat Lowery.  I think it is only right to mention at this juncture that Lowery had a commendable win against Warren back in round 2.  

Challengers Final Scores:  Jim Cuthbert and Voldi Gailans 6 points (joint first with Jim winning the trophy on tie-break), Mike Lowery 5 points (third prize), Denis Warren 4 points, George Foster 3 points (grading prize), Richard Harrington 2.5 points, Muzz Lakhani 0.5 point.

CHAIRMAN’S CUP 2016 ROUND 7

Wickett 84 v Doyle 129 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 exd5 exd5 4 Bd3 Qf6 5 Nf3 h6 6 0-0 Bd6 7 c3 Ne7 
8 Qc2 (supporting c pawn as planning to play b3 to allow Ba3) 
8 ... 0-0 9 b3 Bf5 10 Bxf5 Nxf5 11 Ba3 Re8 12 Bxd6 Nxd6 13 Na3 Nd7 14 Qd3 (to allow Nb5 or c4) 
14 ... c6 15 c4 dxc4 16 Nxc4 Nxc4 17 bxc4 Rad8 18 Rfe1 Rxe1+ 19 Rxe1 Qd6 20 Qe2 Kf8 21 c5 Qf6 22 Rb1 b6 23 Ne5 Nxe5 24 dxe5 Qf5 25 Rd1 Ke8 26 Rxd8+ Kxd8 27 cxb6 axb6 28 g3 Qb1+ 29 Kg2 Kc7 
30 e6 (Qa6 could be met with Qe4+) 
30 ... fxe6 31 Qxe6 Kb7 32 Qe7+ (Qd7+ no doubt better but playing for a draw by repetition) 
32 ... Kc8 33 Qe8+ (didn’t want to risk Qxg7 as down on time and black could respond Qxa2 followed by Qd5+) 33 ... Kb7 34 Qd7+ Ka6? (Hasty but black desperately needing the win) 

35 Qxc6 Qxa2?? 36 Qa8+ Black resigns.

It just goes to show the best player doesn’t always win, and Stan you still owe me a drink!  Although to my mind it was a draw, as a draw was on the table and it was only Philip’s desperate need to win that caused him to lose.
European Team Championship, Warsaw, July 23rd to August 2nd 2016

Followers of the user group will know that our BCA team for the first European Team Championship had difficulties from the outset.  Our team was much weaker than in the past.  We certainly miss IM Colin Crouch on top board.  Another key player was absent because he was about to play elsewhere in a sighted tournament.  This left Steve Hilton and I battling against strong opposition on the top two boards.  Les Whittle on board three suffering first from a painful back affecting his sleep, worries about Moira’s missing suitcase which British Airways had left in London, and playing in the later rounds with a bandaged hand after a painful mishap, was unable to do himself justice in these tough matches.  Phil Gordon and Guy Whitehouse were sometimes persuaded to try new lines rather than their more usual openings.  This had mixed outcomes.  Sometimes it took both players into unfamiliar and unprepared territory.  Their limited success arose from meeting opponents with greater international experience and higher ratings.  But as Guy commented after a hard battle “At least we are here and supporting an IBCA effort to create a new event.”  In the opening ceremony the IBCA President, Ludwig Beutelhoff, noted how this new venture (attracting 13 entries) compared favourably with the first running of other IBCA contests which have grown to be major parts of the IBCA calendar.  That must be our main consolation for coming last with only one victory from eight matches.  Our opponents included three of the stronger teams, Lithuania, Germany and the Russian team with an average ELO of 2320 (outgrading us by over 500 points on each board). 

Despite the array of talent, the Russians managed only third place coming behind a Polish team who had a GM, Marcin Tazbir, leading a team which won all nine matches and a Ukrainian side who really enjoyed finishing just above their Russian neighbours on tie break.  Their celebration included a rousing Ukrainian song at the final dinner.

Total match point scores (in tie break order) Poland A 18, Ukraine 14, Russia 14, Spain 13, Germany 9, Lithuania 9, Bulgaria 7, Poland B 7, Turkey 7, Croatia 6, France 5, Netherlands 5 and UK 3.

What did the British side gain from taking part?  We enjoyed the friendliness of our Polish hosts.  We were glad we had helped the BCA support a new event.  We learned some useful techniques from our coaches, Chris Beaumont and Owen Phillips.  We proved that against less formidable opposition our BCA team was capable of gaining results.  We could have drawn with Croatia, should have beaten the French team and did beat the Netherlands.  I offer three games from the Netherlands match as evidence of our continued fighting spirit in the face of a series of defeats.  With no modesty whatsoever I recommend you look at my game.  The purists won’t like it.  The sacrifice is probably unsound.  But over the board it worked and it was exciting to play.

Round 7 UK v Netherlands, 
Board Two

White Sergio Harnandan
Black Bill Armstrong

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. f3 Bg7 4. e4 d6 5. Nc3 O-O 6. Be3 c5 7. d5 e6 8. Qd2 exd5  9. cxd5 a6 10. a4 Nbd7 
11. Be2 (Nge2 is better) Ne5 12. h3 Nh5 13. Bf2 Qf6 14. g3 

(Here Black must retreat or find a response to White’s likely f4.  Why not sacrifice a piece?) 

14….g5 15. f4 gxf4  16. Bxh5 fxg3 17. Bxg3 Nc4 (the point of the sacrifice) 
18. Qf4 (if White had played 18 Qc2 Nxb2 19 Qxb2 Qxc3+ is winning for Black.)
18. … Qxf4  19. Bxf4 Nxb2 
20. Kd2 (I was much more worried about Bd2 when Black has less obvious lines of attack)  
20. … f5 21. Be2 fxe4 22. Bxd6 Rf2 23. Bxc5 Nc4+ 
24. Kc2 e3 (If now 25. Kd3 then b5 26 axb5 Bf5+ 27. Kxc4 axb5+ winning the Rook on a1) 
Harnandan chose 25. Rf1 Bf5+ 26. Kc1 Bxc3 27. Rxf2 Bd2+ Resigns as mate is imminent.  27 Bxc4 also loses Bb2+ 28 Kd1 Bc2+ 29 Ke1 Bc3 mate.  If White prefers 26. Kd1 rather than Kc1, I much prefer Black’s attack in that position.  After 26 Kd1 Nb2+ 27 Kc1 Bxc3 Black has Rc8 and Be4 as powerful weapons against a white formation with poor development and a king that is far from being safe.

Board Three

White Les Whittle 
Black Louis Van Duuren

1. b3 d5 2. Bb2 Nf6 3. g3 Nc6 4. Nf3 e6 5. e3 Bd6 6. d3 O-O 7. Bg2 e5 8. O-O Re8 9. Nbd2 Bg4 10. h3 Be6 
11. Qe2 h6 12. Rad1 Qc8 13. Kh2 Bf5 14. Ng1 Nb4 15. e4 Bh7 16. c3 dxe4 17. cxb4 exd3 18. Qe3 Bxb4 
19. Ne4 Nd5 20. Qxd3 c6 21. Qe2 Qe6 22. Nd2 Nc3 23. Bxc3 Bxc3 24. Qc4 Bd4 25. Qxe6 Rxe6 26. Ngf3 Bd3 27. Nxd4 exd4 28. Rfe1 Be2 29. Rc1 g5 30. Bf3 d3 31. Bxe2 dxe2 32. Rc2 Rd8 33. Nf3 Rd3 34. Kg2 Rf6 
35. Ne5 Rd1 36. Rcxe2 Rfd6 37. Rxd1 Rxd1 38. Ng4 Kg7 39. Ne3 Rd7 40. Kf3 Kg6 41. Nc4 Rc7 42. Rd2 b5 
43. Rd6+ Kg7 44. Ne5 c5 45. Rd7 Rxd7 46. Nxd7 c4 47. bxc4 bxc4 48. Ke3 Kg6 49. Kd4 Kf5 50. Ne5 c3 
51. Nc4 g4 52. h4 f6 53. Ne3+ Ke6 54. Kxc3 h5 55. a4 f5 56. Kd4 a6 57. a5 and Black resigns.  A good solid performance after a week of problems for Les and Moira.

Board Four

White Alaettin Gundogmus
Black Guy Whitehouse

1. d4 g6 2. c4 Bg7 3. Nc3 c5 4. d5 Bxc3+ 5. bxc3 Qa5 6. Bd2 f5 7. Nf3 Nf6 8. Qb3 a6 9. a4 d6 10. Rb1 Ne4 
11. e3 Nd7 12. Bd3 Ndf6 13. O-O O-O 14. Rfc1 Rb8 15. Qb6 Qxb6 16. Rxb6 Bd7 17. Bc2 e6 18. Bb3 exd5 
19. cxd5 Be8 20. c4 Nd7 21. a5 Nxb6 22. axb6 Nxd2 23. Nxd2 Ra8 24. e4 Bd7 25. f3 a5 26. Rb1 Ra6 27. Bc2 a4 28. exf5  1/2-1/2 giving us a match win of 2.5 to 1.5

Now to complete the coverage of our players, games from Steve and Phil. 

White Olivier Deville (France)
Black Steve Hilton

1. c4 f5 2. g3 Nf6 3. Bg2 g6 4. Nc3 Bg7 5. d4 d6 6. Nf3 O-O 7. O-O Nc6 8. d5 Na5 9. Nd2 c5 10. Rb1 e5 
11. dxe6 Bxe6 12. Nd5 Nc6 13. Nxf6+ Bxf6 14. b3 Qc7 15. Qc2 Rae8 16. Bb2 Nd4 17. Qd1 Qg7 18. e3 Ne2+ 
19. Qxe2 Bxb2 20. Nf3 Bf6 21. Rfd1 Rd8 22. Ne1 g5 23. Bd5 Rfe8 24. Qf3 Be5 25. Qxf5 Bxd5 26. Rxd5 Rf8 
27. Qg4 Qg6 28. Rbd1 h5 29. Qe2 g4 30. Nd3 Bf6 31. Nf4 Qh6 32. Qd3 Kg7 33. Ng2 Qg6 
34. Nf4 Qh6 35. Ng2 Qg6 36. Nf4 1/2-1/2 Steve tried hard to gain the whole point but was unable to find the correct plan.  I expect most readers will know the feeling.

White Phil Gordon 
Black Novica Drazetic (Croatia)

1. Nf3 d5 2. b3 e5 3.d3 (Suspecting a deep trap, Phil decided against the natural and safe 3 Nxe5) 

3 … Nc6 4. Bb2 d4 5.Nbd2 Nf6 6. g3 Be6 7. Bg2 Nd5 8. 0-0 g6 9. e4 dxe3 10. Nc4 exf2+ 11. Rxf2 Bc5 
12. d4 exd4 13. Nxd4 Nxd4 14. Bxd4 Bxd4 15.Qxd4 0-0 16.Rd1 c6 17 Rfd2 Qg5 18. Rd3 Rfd8 19. Qe5 Qe7 
20. Bxd5 Qc5+ 21. Ne3 Bxd5 22. g4 Rd7 and Phil accepted a draw in a situation where his winning chances were good but his self confidence had been shaken by earlier rounds.  
On our day with the bye, we visited the interesting old town area of Warsaw and enjoyed an excellent restaurant meal while unfortunately Les Whittle was exploring the Polish Health Service after his hand was caught in a taxi door.  Warsaw is a very widely spread town so that this outing from our somewhat isolated venue was our only contact with places of interest.  Looking back, I enjoyed our Polish venture but would have liked comments from the UK with a more supportive tone. Being amongst the weakest and certainly the oldest team in the tournament we were always under pressure. Though the outcomes were not impressive, the efforts both in preparation and in actual play were considerable.  I think some shift from criticism to encouragement would have been appreciated and boosted team morale.  With this reservation about certain reviews from the UK, I can say that captaining the BCA team was a privilege and a pleasure.  My thanks to all those in the group who helped me in this task. 

Bill Armstrong.
Correspondence Chess Director’s Report

The Championship for 2015/16 has now drawn to a close and I will soon be organising the fixtures for the 2017/18 Championship which is due to start on 1st January.  This competition caters for all players no matter what your strength is and we are seriously low on numbers, so if you are tempted to give correspondence chess  a try or just want to find out more, please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details given at the front of the Gazette.

BCA CORRESPONDENCE CHAMPIONSHIP 2015/16

Premier 

McElroy 0.5 – 0.5 Whittle Sicilian Dragon 39.

Final scores: Les Whittle 4.5/5, Alec Crombie 3/5, Ernie McElroy 3/5, Guy Whitehouse 2.5/5, Mark Hague 2/5, David Mears 0/5.

Let me again echo my congratulations to Les, the new BCA Correspondence Champion, who with a near perfect score trumps by a full point and a half last year’s champion, Alec, and fellow serial trophy winner, Ernie.  Due to a record low number of participants, if we are to have another Championship next year then I’m going to have to use my discretion with regards to relegations.  As David Mears had to pull out of the tournament after completing just one game, and due to additional work commitments is unable to join next year, relegation falls to those with the next two lowest scores, Mark and Guy.

Challenger Group A

Final scores: Steve Brown 4/4, Denis Warren 3/4, Eric Gallacher 2/4, Jim Cuthbert 1/4, Derek Couchman default.

With the sad passing of Steve Brown there will be no promotions from Group A.  

Challenger Group B 

Cohn 1 – 0 Phillips Perc 18.

Patching 1 – 0 Tew Q’s Gambit accepted 54.

Final scores: Hans Cohn 4/5, George Phillips 4/5, Mike Hague 4/5, Geoff Patching 2/5, Eleanor Tew 1/5.

Finding a satisfactory solution for the Hans and George game proved to be a bit of a conundrum and I only briefly mention it here to explain why I am promoting three people from Group B.  In short, as the whole matter is more complicated than space would allow, the tape got lost in the post and to make matters worse, due to a serious miscommunication the only record of the game had been destroyed.  To add to the mix, not long after taking over the role of CCD  I had phoned Mike to congratulate him on winning the group and gaining promotion to the Premier, which would have been the case at the time on the information I had received.  No worries and no harm done.  As a person who castled queenside once said, “Worse things happen at c1”.   To resolve the matter George very kindly agreed to resign his game against Hans, on the premise that I would promote all three winners and not employ the tie-break system.  May I therefore congratulate George, Hans and Mike who will all be promoted to the Premier next year.

BCA LEAGUE 2016/17

Division 1 – Group Leader Norman Wragg 

Hague – McElroy 0 – 1 QP 62.

Heyes – McElroy 0 – 1 Sicilian 41.

Scores: Ernie McElroy 2/2, Alec Crombie 1.5/2, Mark Hague 1/3, Derek Heyes 0.5/3. 

Division 2 – Group Leader Denis Warren

Scores: Mike Hague 1/1, Denis Warren 0/1, Geoff Patching 0/0, David Mears 0/0.   

Division 3 – Group Leader Jim Cuthbert 

Gallacher 1 – 0 Tew Counter Gambit 34.

Scores: Voldi Gailans 3/3, Eric Gallacher 1/2, Jim Cuthbert 0/1, Eleanor Tew 0/2.

Just Jim’s games with Eleanor and Eric left in this group.  As there are just four players in each division, only one person will be promoted and relegated from each group. 

FRIENDLY GAMES LADDER TABLE

Cuthbert 0 – 1 Wickett English 32.

Leading Scores: Denis Warren 10, Gary Wickett 9, Roger Bishop 8, Jim Cuthbert 7, Stan Lightowler 5.

If you wish to join in the fun and play some friendly correspondence games then please contact our very friendly Friendly Games Coordinator, Denis Warren. 

Gary Wickett
BCCL Postal Competition 2015-2016
As usual we entered a team into the BCCL competition.  Last year we had obtained promotion from the Championship division and were once again playing in the Premier group.

Our team consisted of Peter Gibbs, Steve Hilton, Les Whittle, Steve Burnell (in what I believe was his first BCCL event), Norman Andrews and Alec Crombie.  Our overall team score was 6 points from 12.  Unfortunately that means we finished second from bottom, so the only way we can avoid relegation back to the Championship is if just one team gets relegated.

Individual scores were Peter Gibbs 0.5/2 (a creditable result against a very highly-graded player), Steve Hilton 0-2, Les Whittle 1.5/2, Steve Burnell 1/2, Norman Andrews 2/2 and Alec Crombie 1/2.

Most players have said they're happy to remain in the team but I'm always interested in hearing from people who fancy giving it a go.  You get two games against the same opponent, one with each colour and the tournament organiser does take our format needs into account, for example by trying to ensure that those who can only play by email get an opponent who is happy to send moves electronically.  Play usually starts around December and finishes at the end of September. 

Guy Whitehouse.
5th BCA Email Tournament
Our 5th Email Tournament has reached its conclusion.  Despite considerable computer problems, holidays, other chess tournament activities and some health problems, we have managed to complete it within the allotted three month period.  Over the last few weeks it looked as if we would require the services of an adjudicator, but thankfully, this help was not needed.

We've had our largest entry to date; twenty players.  It was decided to split them into four groups of five; possibly the maximum number acceptable in this format.
In Division 1 two of our new entrants managed to finish first and second.  Peter Gibbs and Rod MacDonald justified their 1 and 2 seedings with 3.5 out of 4 and 3 out of 4 respectively.  Colin Chambers finished third with 2 out of 4, followed by Steve Burnell with 1 out of 4 and Derek Heyes bringing up the rear with 0.5 out of 4, which is no disgrace in such lauded company.
Divisions 2 and 3 were much more competitive, with the final outcome not known until the final week.  Stan Lovell was the eventual winner of Division 2 with 3 points out of 4, followed by Randy Kruzeniski on 2.5, Philip Doyle and Eamonn Casey on 2 and Stephen Hilton on 0.5.  Unfortunately, Stephen had to resign three of his games towards the end, due to health concerns, and I'm sure we all wish him a very speedy return to full health.  
We had joint winners in Division 3, Hans Cohn and Guy Whitehouse, each with 3 points out of 4.  John Carroll finished on 2, Steve Thacker on 1.5 and Voldi Gailans on 0.5.  Hans's durability is an example to us all.  
If Divisions 2 and 3 were close run affairs, the same cannot be said for Division 4.  Denis Warren was our only 100 per cent performer with 4 points out of 4.  Eli Josebashvili and Michael Meaney finished on two apiece, followed by Gill Smith and Tony Lawton both on 1.  Denis has won this division twice now and despite his protestations, promotion is on the cards for him.
Finally, on behalf of Philip and myself, I would like to thank all those who took part, and hope that when the 6th Email Tournament commences, we will hear from you all again.
Eamonn and Philip
Division 1:

Heyes lost to Chambers

Burnell drew with Heyes

Heyes lost to MacDonald

Chambers drew with Burnell

Chambers drew with MacDonald

Gibbs beat Chambers

Gibbs Beat Heyes

MacDonald beat Burnell

MacDonald drew with Gibbs

Burnell lost to Gibbs

Division 2:

Doyle lost to Lovell

Kruzeniski lost to Doyle

Doyle drew with Casey

Kruzeniski drew with Casey

Lovell lost to Kruzeniski

Hilton drew with Doyle

Casey Lost to Lovell

Casey Beat Hilton

Lovell beat Hilton

Hilton lost to Kruzeniski

Division 3:

Carroll drew with Thacker

Gailans lost to Carroll

Thacker beat Gailans

Gailans drew with Whitehouse

Whitehouse beat Thacker

Cohn drew with Whitehouse

Carroll drew with Cohn

Thacker lost to Cohn

Cohn beat Gailans

Whitehouse beat Carroll

Division 4:

Warren beat Lawton

Warren beat Josebashvili

Smith beat Lawton

Josebashvili beat Smith

Meaney lost to Warren

Josebashvili beat Meaney

Lawton beat Josebashvili

Meaney beat Smith

Lawton lost to Meaney 

Smith lost to Warren

Doyle’s Dazzler!

Editor’s note: Thanks to Colin Chambers for drawing my attention to this game from the 5th BCA Email Tournament.  Colin was impressed by the sacrificial attack.  Look out for move 21 when the fireworks begin! 
Kruzeniski v Doyle

1. d4 d5  2. Nf3 Nf6  3. e3 Bf5  4. c4 c6  5. Nc3 e6  6. Bd3 Bg6  7. O-O Nbd7  8. a3 Bd6  9. Ne2 O-O

10. Bxg6  hxg6  11. cxd5 exd5  12. b4 a6  13. Bb2 Qe7  14. g3 Ne4  15. Kg2 Kh7  16. h4 Rh8  17. Rh1 Kg8

18. Qd3 Re8  19. Rae1 N7f6  20. Nh2 Nh5  21. Nf4 Nhxg3  22. fxg3 Nxg3  23. Kxg3 Qxh4+  24. Kf3 Bxf4

25. exf4 Rxe1  26. Rxe1 Qxe1  27. Kg2 Rxh2+  28. Kxh2 Qf2+  29. Kh3 Qxb2  30. f5 Qc1  31. fxg6 Qh6+

32. Kg4 Qxg6+  33. Qxg6 fxg6  34. a4 b6  35. Kf4 Kf8  36. Ke5 Ke7  37. a5 bxa5

White resigns
ECF Grades for BCA Members July 2016

A new grading list was published by the English Chess Federation in July and revised on the 24th of August.  Here are the new grades of BCA members, with Rapidplay grades also noted in parentheses where applicable.

Andrews, Norman G 124 

Armstrong, William 149 (146R)

Bailey, Stephen 64 

Bhutta, Ehteshaam  (19R)

Bhutta, Shehroze  (37R)

Blencowe, Ian P 129 (139R)

Brown, Geoffrey D 147 (122R)

Burnell, Steve 139 

Carr, Matthew 136 

Carroll, John 87 

Casey, Eamonn 106 

Chambers, Colin R 145 

Chapman, Gordon 119 

Clayton, David G 123 

Cloudsdale, Peter 146 

Cuthbert, Jim 77 

Delaney, Michael 148 

Doyle, Philip 131 

Fisher, Colin 148 (137R)

Foster, George 3 

Gailans, Voldi 83 

Gallagher, John 199 

Gibbs, Peter C 161 

Gordon, Philip L 119 

Graff, Ben 163 (147R)

Hague, Mark 96 

Harman, Kenneth B 182 

Harrington, Richard 0 

Hilton, Steve H 160 

Holtz, Steve 88 

Jenkins, John H 88 

Kenealy, Thomas 1 

Khare, Shivank   60 (64R)

Kirkham, Mark 159 

Lilley, Graham 174 

Loftus, Sean 129 

Lovell, Stan E 129 

Lowery, Michael 27 (27R)

McAloon, Joe 122 

McElroy, Ernie 156 

Mills, David G 138 

Murphy, Richard LW 115 

Osborne, John 53 

Patel, Ayush   (46R)

Peace, Neil 107 

Pennington, Graham 142 

Phillips, George W 94 

Phillips, Owen S 170 (169R)

Prasath, Malola TS 184 (173R)

Roman, Hugo 132 

Ross, Chris N 200 (203R)

Rugman, Daniel 89 

Shimwell, Efe 80 (104R)

Smith, Gill 48 

Tew, Eleanor 0 

Thacker, Steve M 97 

Thukaram, Jijjith 76 (86R)

Walsh, Gerry F 117 

Warren, Denis 43 

Waters, Roger G 107 (102R)

Welch, David 146 

Whittle, Les V 144 (157R)

Wickett, Gary M 91 

Willis, Graham 129 

Wragg, Norman A 138 

Yu, X Gregory 83 (89R)

Yu, X Henry 139 (131R)

I have tried to make this list as complete and accurate as possible, but please do let me know if your ECF grade is missing or incorrect.  Congratulations to everyone who has a grade for the first time or whose grade has gone up. 

Julie Leonard 

Chess Theme Quiz by Derek Heyes

Grateful thanks to Derek for composing this Chess Theme Quiz especially for us!  Many members will know that Derek is very keen on quizzes and has often been a competitor on TV and radio quiz shows.  He now demonstrates that he is as talented at setting questions as he is at answering them!  These quiz questions are not directly about chess but the answers, which will be published in the February gazette, all have a chess connection.  Good luck!
[1] What was the title of Elton John’s first solo UK number one which he did not achieve until 1990?

[2] Which item of cutlery was probably introduced to England by Catherine of Braganza, wife of Charles II, in the second half of the 17th century?

[3] Which song written by Irving Berlin and which featured in the 1942 film, Holiday Inn, has sold over 100 million copies and is often regarded as being the best-selling single of all time?

[4] A sign of three metal balls is used to denote what sort of shop?

[5] In computing, for what is FTP an abbreviation?

[6] Corvus frugilegus is the scientific name of which member of the crow family?

[7] Name the former Liverpool and Aston Villa defender who was the first player to win 100 caps for the Republic of Ireland?

[8] What was the surname of the character played by Gareth Hunt in the television series The New Avengers?

[9] Who was executed at Fotheringhay Castle on February 8th, 1587?

[10] Originally made from an 8 inch piece of brass wire, Walter Hunt took out a patent in 1849 for what?

[11] What was the name of the backing group for singer Emile Ford?

[12] What name did politicians and economists give to September 16th 1992 when Britain withdrew from the Exchange Rate Mechanism?

[13] In which television series did a car called KITT appear?

[14] Former British heavyweight boxing champion, Bombardier Billy Wells, was featured in the introduction to films made by which company?

[15] What did Robert Peele do in 1846?  Edward VIII did it in 1936 and in the USA Richard Nixon did it in 1974.

[16] Which Samuel Beckett play that premiered in 1957 had just four characters, two of whom, Nagg and Nell, lived in two dustbins?

[17] Who was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel, Memphis, on April 4th 1968 by James Earl Ray?

[18] Which group’s record, “Flowers in the Rain”, was in 1967 the first record to be played on Radio 1?

[19] Who was one of the hosts of the TV programme Record Breakers from 1972 until his death in 1994, and in 1973 set a world record himself that still stands for the most tap dances [1,440] in one minute?

[20] Which former world chess champion has a name, when one letter is changed, that might refer in another language to the official residence of the US president and to a classic 1942 film?
Chris’s Puzzle

August Puzzle:  

FEN: 5R2/2pkn3/2p2Q2/2K5/8/8/8/8

White: King c5, Queen f6, Rook f8
Black: king d7, knight e7, pawns c7 c6

White to play and mate in two.  
Solution:  1. Qe5!  N( any square)  2. Qe8#
November Puzzle:  

FEN: 8/8/5K2/5R2/4k3/1R6/2P1nB2/8
White: King f6, Rooks b3 and f5, Bishop f2, Pawn c2
Black:
king e4, knight e2
White to play and mate in two.  The solution will be published in the February issue.
Chris Ross
Millennium Club

Recent Millennium Club winners:

August: Colin Fisher, number 11.

September: Chris Ross, number 83. 

October: Moira Whittle, number 22.

The Millennium Club raises funds for the BCA by holding a monthly draw at £12 per number per year.  Each month a lucky winner receives £35.  If you wish to enter the draw, send a cheque made payable to "Braille Chess Association" to the treasurer or make an online or telephone payment to the BCA.
Gill Smith, Treasurer
Braille Chess Books

We have some Braille chess books to give away which two friends have no further use for. We have previously offered them to the email user group, but we wanted to offer them to those Braille-reading members not on this group. As well as the list below, there are a few books with some volumes missing, which it seems a pity to throw away before asking if someone would like them.

1. Chess Questions Answered by Bonham and Wormald, 2 vols.

2. Practical Chess Endings by Paul Keres, 4 vols.

3. Modern Master Play:  F D Yates and W Winter (single volume)

4. The Bright Side of Chess:  Irving Chernev, 2 vols.  

5. Chess, More Miniature Games:  J Du Mont, 3 vols.

6. The Pocket Guide to the Chess Openings:  R C Griffith and H Golombek: 2 vols.

If anyone can take any of these off our hands, or wants to enquire about the stray volumes, please contact us.

Clare and Voldi Gailans 
(Please see Voldi’s contact details in the list of BCA Officers 2016-17 at the front of this gazette.)
Personalia

I don’t have any news this time, which is sad because many readers have commented that they enjoy these snippets of news about their BCA friends.  Please help to keep this item going by sending me your news for the next issue! 

Julie Leonard
Obituary for Steve Brown
Longstanding BCA member Steve Brown passed away in hospital on the 10th June 2016 at the age of 54.  Steve’s countless friends in our association were shocked and saddened by this news.  He had had health problems for some years, but had soldiered on stoically and many of us were unaware that he had taken a turn for the worse until the awful news reached us this summer.
Steve was a stalwart of the BCA correspondence chess scene for decades.  He competed in every single correspondence championship that we’ve run at least as far back as the 34th in 1998-99.  He has battled away in Challenger groups A and B as well as in the Premier.  In the most recent championship, the 43rd, Steve was the outright winner of Group A with a perfect score!  How tragic it is that he is no longer here to enjoy the promotion for which he had worked so hard.  Alongside the championships, he also took part in the league, making appearances in divisions one and two.  He even played an occasional ladder game!  

In addition to the correspondence chess, Steve also supported the full range of BCA over the board tournaments from weekenders and rapidplays to full length championships.  He travelled up and down the country to attend our events.  Norfolk, Bournemouth, Grantham and Bedford were just a few of the places he went to with us from his home in Bradford.  Throughout the 1990s and the first decade of this century he regularly won grading prizes.  Then in 2011, Steve truly found his form and notched up success after success for several years!  He tied for first place in the Minor section of the 2011 AGM Tournament in Derby and in the same year he followed that with an outright win with 6 points from 7 games in the Minor section of the BCA British Championships in Scarborough.  In 2012 he finished in sole first place in the Minor section at our 80th Anniversary Tournament in Harrogate with 4.5 from 5.  In 2013 he won the Minor section at the BCA British Championships in Morecambe with 6.5 from 7.  Later that year he also won the Minor section at our Autumn Tournament in Solihull with 4.5 from 5.
Steve’s chess grade peaked at 114 in January 2014 but down the years it had fluctuated either side of 100, meaning that at various times he qualified for either the Challengers section (formerly known as the Minor) or the Open in our events.  For this reason, a wide circle of people will have played against Steve at BCA tournaments and I am very glad to be counted among them.  Whether victorious or defeated his amiable manner never altered.  Steve was also a member of his local chess club and played for a team in the Bradford league for many years.
When reminiscing about Steve, BCA members often make remarks such as ‘He was a hard man to beat’ or ‘He was always a dangerous opponent’.  Even those who were generally considered much stronger players than Steve took nothing for granted when facing him.  He played with great determination and was highly regarded for it!    
The tenacity shown by Steve in his chess games was also evident in his powerlifting, where he achieved phenomenal success!  In 2001 he won the World 60kg Weight Lifting Championship for the Blind and set his first world record.  More triumphs followed, including winning the Gold Medal in the B1 category of the World Weightlifting Championship in the Czech Republic, smashing the world record no fewer than nine times!  
In 2003 he defended his British and World Champion title and beat six of his own world records in Edinburgh at the British Masters.  At a body weight of 60kg, Steve squatted 180kg, bench pressed 90kg and dead-lifted an incredible 207.5kg.  Later that same year he broke four of his own world records in the World Blind Championships in Canada when he finished first in the bench press, two dead lifts and bodyweight categories.  Steve was especially pleased to win the Best Masters' Lifter Award - a competition open to anyone of any weight over the age of 40.  In 2007 Steve set a world record in the Masters 2 age group with a 212kg dead lift at the European Championships in Grangemouth, Scotland.  He was once quoted as saying that he hoped his achievements would encourage other visually impaired people to have a go.  If successes such as these don’t inspire people then surely nothing will!  
We can but wonder at Steve’s dedication and the endless hours of training that he must have put in.  But perhaps more remarkable still was his modesty.  All his titles and world records gave him every reason to be proud, yet he was never boastful.  He maintained his quiet, down to earth manner and on the rare occasions when he spoke to me about his powerlifting achievements he did so in such a matter of fact sort of way that one might think breaking world records was an everyday occurrence!  Then again, it almost was for Steve!  
Steve’s funeral notice in the Bradford Telegraph and Argus mentions that he was the dearly loved son of Joyce and the late Peter, much loved brother of the late Alyson and a beloved nephew and cousin.  To that we can add that he was a highly valued loyal supporter of the BCA, a respected chess opponent and most of all, he was our friend.  We will miss him greatly.  RIP Steve. 
Julie Leonard

