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Editorial

Once again an absolutely packed issue of the Gazette is arriving on doorsteps this November.  Though there is perhaps less “chess” than usual, we are fully compensated by the contribution from Hans Cohn, a humorous window into the lively Russian chess scene of the 1950s.  At the BCA we’re really “all chess all the time,” as the dizzying array of reports indicates.  I draw your attention especially to the Congress Support report, which affords members the chance to attend mainstream congresses with a subsidy from the BCA, but all the reports are worth a read.  I also would like to flag up Haaksbergen and the Winter Chess Theme Break, two long-running events which must be booked quite early.  Details in the relevant reports.

We continue to be very busy at Sight Village, publicising the BCA to new members; and in early November, the BCA officially celebrates its 80th Anniversary.

Tremendous celebration and tremendous sadness are present in this issue as we bring details of two chess Olympiads in which BCA members took part and publication of ECF grades which highlights the achievement of every one of us.  But along with this, there are three obituaries, all of valuable, beloved club members.

Good reading and good chess!

Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Blaevoet

Forthcoming BCA Events
19th -26th January 2013: 20th Chess Theme Break 
Though not technically a BCA event, still an integral part of BCA culture.  £343 7 nights, full board, chess coaching in a lovely setting and entirely too much fun!  You may be eligible to claim £150 under the Grass Roots Scheme towards your attendance, please see the relevant article, (Congress Support) for details.  If you are tempted to attend, I advise you to book as early as possible directly with the hotel, as the event is very popular.  At the time of this writing, there are seven double rooms available in the hotel annexe, a short walk from the main hotel building.  The Windermere Manor Hotel can be contacted on 01539 445801.  Please also confirm your booking with Peter and Celia Gibbs.  See you there!

15th -17th March 2013: Brian Perham Memorial AGM and Chess Congress Weekend  

Next year’s AGM tournament weekend will be dedicated to the memory of Brian Perham, a popular and loyal member who left us a very generous donation in his will.  We will all miss his gentle humour and remember him with much affection.  In 2013 we will be returning to the very popular Derby hotel with its excellent facilities and convenient location, close to Derby railway station.  The AGM will take place on Saturday 16th of March at 2pm.  There will be a five-round chess tournament open to all blind and partially sighted players and to associate members of the BCA.  It will consist of a major open event, and a minor event limited to players whose grade (or estimated grade) is 110 or below.  The tournament entry fee will be £10.  The cost of accommodation, including dinner, bed and breakfast, for members and associate members is £35 per night in a shared room and £39 single.  The cost of a room for the Sunday night will be £50 for a shared room and £56 for single occupancy.  Please send bookings and room requirements to Gill by 20th January 2013.  Please send resolutions or other items for inclusion on the agenda to Guy Whitehouse by 31st December 2012.  Also let Guy know if you are planning to attend the AGM without participating in the tournament.  Contact details for Guy and Gill are at the front of this Gazette.

Mark Hague and Lea Ryan, tournament organisers.
Booking Conditions and Procedures
The BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

If paying by cheque, cheques should be made payable to the Braille Chess Association.  Building society cheques should have the name of the sender clearly marked.  Post dated cheques are not accepted. 

If paying by BACS transfer, payments should be made to:

Braille Chess Association 

Sort Code: 40 52 40 

Account Number: 00082456 
Bookings accepted after the closing date are subject to a £10 late booking penalty for each person.  Late bookings and entries are accepted at the discretion of the organiser.  Bookings are confirmed when full payment has been received by the Treasurer or when the money has been received by the BCA bank.  
Payments can only be refunded within the time limit set in the terms and conditions set by the various hotels. Members are advised to take out holiday insurance to cover themselves.

When sending your payment to the treasurer, please include details of your booking requirements including:

1. Single room, double room or twin room;

2. If you prefer a bath or a shower;

3. If you prefer a room in which you may smoke.  Please note many hotels now adopt a no smoking policy;

4. If you will be bringing your guide dog;

5. If you are on a special diet;

6. If you have mobility problems and would benefit from being located in a room near to a lift;

7. If you are a wheelchair user;

8. Any other special requirements.

9. If you feel you would have any special difficulties in an emergency such as a fire evacuation.

There is no need to send your requests to the organiser as Gill will do this, but you may, of course, contact the organiser on any point.  Please do not make special requests to the hotel as this causes confusion.

Those who make payment into the BCA’s account on-line or by direct bank transfer should make sure their payment is cleared by the closing date.  When this has happened inform the treasurer your payment has been made and include your booking requirements as above.

Please note: the BCA reserves the right to refuse or cancel any entry or to exclude any person from any event it runs.

All Under One Roof Events
Due to another packed Gazette, and the fact that I have already sent in two short novels, in this report I have simply listed the date of each event, the venue and the organiser.  As I shouldn’t have so many reports to write for the February Gazette, I will return to putting a little more meat on the bones in the next edition.  Obviously, you can find out more about these events by contacting the various organisers concerned.  Please note, however, if you are a first timer to mainstream tournaments, you are often required to count your moves.  If you have any queries about this, please do not hesitate to contact me as I have devised a simple system for counting moves.  Please also be aware that you may be able to claim money towards any of the below events through the Congress Support Scheme.  Once again, as Chair of Congress Support, please do not hesitate to contact me to find out more.

4th -6th January - South Wales Winter Congress: 
Held at the Heronston Hotel, Ewenny Road, Bridgend  CF35 5AW.    To find out more or to obtain a booking form please contact Kevin Staveley.

5th -6th January – Castle Chess First Winchester Congress: 
Held at the Holiday Inn, Telegraph Way, Winchester  So21 1HZ.  To find out more or to obtain a booking form please contact Tony Corfe. 

18th -20th January – Bristol Winter Congress: 
Holiday Inn, Bond Street, Bristol  BS1 3LE.  Visit www.chessit.co.uk (I couldn’t find any contact name).

16th -20th February – e2e4 Brighton Congress: 
Held at the Barceló Brighton Old Ship Hotel, Kings Road, Brighton, East Sussex  BN1 1NR.  To find out more or to obtain a booking form please contact Sean Hewitt. 

22nd -24th February – Castle Chess Fifth Portsmouth Congress: 
Royal Beach Hotel, St. Helen’s Parade, Southsea, Portsmouth  PO4 0RN.  (Please see the Winchester Congress above for contact details.)

If anyone would like to register their bookings for any non BCA tournaments, or if you simply wish to enquire about BCA attendance at any such events, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
Gary Wickett  

Last Call for Haaksbergen
The IBIS tournament in Haaksbergen will take place from Friday 12th to Monday 15th April, 2013.  Those who are wishing to go should contact me by Saturday, 15th December, 2012; preferably also with the name of a sighted guide.

The organised party normally travels by ferry from Harwich on the overnight ferry.  Thus it means meeting on Thursday, 11th April and returning to Harwich Tuesday, 16th April, 2013.

The cost is normally around £80-£85 for BCA members and £130-£135 for non-BCA members.  The earlier the trip is booked, the cheaper the price.

For those wishing to participate in the Haaksbergen tournament and wanting to make their own travel arrangements, they can do so, but I am required to know their travel arrangements in order that I can notify the Dutch organisers so they can pick them up from Hengelo.
UK organiser: David Hodgkins
A Harem of Fair Queens
A humorous tale from St. Petersburg (translated by Hans Cohn)

The match between master Know-all and category 1 player Slyboots was nearing its climax.  Know-all wrote in the local press:-

“In the penultimate game of our match in which I was white the following interesting position arose:

White: Kh2 Qa8 pawns b7 a6 b5 c5 d5 b2 h7 g4 (10);

Black: Kh4 Ng5 Nd4 pawns c7 d7 f6 h3 (7).

Black to move.

Black played 1…N(d4)f3+ 2. Kh1 Ne4 with the fond hope that he could mate me.  I answered this with a brilliant, deeply calculated combination: 3. h8-Q+ Kg3 4. Qh3+ Kh3 5. Qh8+ Kg3 6. Qh2+ Nh2 7. b8-Q Nf3 8. Qc7+ Kh3 9. Qh2+ Nh2 10. Kg1 Kg3.  My opponent still thought he could mate me in 4 moves by …Nd2 …N(h2)f3+ …Ne4 and …Nf2. But I continued 11. b6 Nd2 12. b7 N(h2)f3+ 13. Kh1 Ne4 14. b8-Q+ d6 (otherwise there is perpetual check at h8 and b8) 15. Qd6+ Kh3 16. Qh2+ Nh2 17. Kg1 Kg3 18. a7 Nd2 (the same manoeuvre as on move 11) 19. a8-Q N(h2)f3+ 20. Kh1 Ne4 21. Qb8+ Kh3 22. Qh8+ Kg3 23. Qb8+ and I forced a draw by perpetual check.  In this game, for the first time in the history of chess, White had a whole harem of queens – 5 in all.  Even if I should lose the match, the moral victory is mine.” 

The last game arrived.  Slyboots only needed a draw to win the match.  Soon a complex position arose:
(Editorial Note): We apologise for any typographical errors.
White: kh1 e4 bb1 pawns b2 c7 d6 e5 f6 g6 h6 (8);

Black: kc8 qe8 pawns b3 h3 h2 (5). 

Know-all, who this time was black, played 1…h1-q and explained the move to the spectators crowding round the table: “I am threatening to win by 2…qe4 3. be4 qa4 and 4…qa2 mate.”

After the moves 2. qg4+ kb7 (not 2…qd7 White exchanges queens and wins) Know-all explained: “I am not giving my opponent the slightest chance; 3. qb4+ ka64. qc4+ ka5 5. qc5+ etc. White might obtain a perpetual check.” In extreme time-trouble, the following moves were played rapidly: 

3. qd7+ kd7 4. e6+ kc8 5. d7+kc7 6. d8-q+ kd8 7. e7+ kd78. e8+ ke8 9. f7+ ke7 10. f8+ kf8 11. g7+ kf7 12. f8-q+ kf8 13. h7+ kg7 14. h8-q kh8 and White is stalemated! “Did you keep count?” asked Slyboots smiling at his depressed opponent.  “It seemed to me that I had six queens altogether”. 
Correspondence Chess Director’s Report
At last, the new BCA Correspondence Chess rules have finally been drafted and will appear at the end of my report.  Hopefully, they are easier to understand and it is hope that this will lead to more BCA members playing in the BCA event.  If anybody has any comments regarding the new rules, perhaps they could contact myself.  

The 41st Championship is now completed and Ernie McElroy has been crowned champion.  The premier group and this time one challenger group will appear after the results.

David Hodgkins, 

Tel: (01926)425803.

BCA 41st Championship 2011-2012

Premier Group—Leader David Hodgkins;

McElroy-Cohn 0.5-0.5; (Sicilian) 37.

Phillips-Hodgkins 1-0; (Black Mar Deema) 38.

Hodgkins-McElroy 0-1; (Sicilian) 46.

O’Brien-Hodgkins 0-1 (King’s Gambit) 34.

Final scores: Ernie McElroy 5-6, Hans Cohn 4-6, Les Whittle 4-6, Alec Crombie 4-6, David Hodgkins 2-6, George Phillips 1-5 from 6, Sean O’Brien 0,5 from 6.

Congratulations go to Ernie McElroy for winning the premier group.  It was very close for second between Hans Cohn, Les Whittle and Alec Crombie with the tie-break coming out in the order given. 

Group A—Group Leader Gary Wickett;

Gallacher-Patching 1-0; (no details).

Final scores: Mike Hague 3-4, Gary Wickett 3-4, Eric Gallacher 2-4, Mike McGuigan 1.5-4, Geoff Patching 0.5-4.

Congratulations to Mike Hague on winning promotion.

Group C results were completed and can be found in the February Gazette.  Mark Hague won promotion to the premier group. 

BCA 42nd Championship 

Premier Group 2013/2014

Group Leader David Hodgkins:

Hans Cohn, Alec Crombie, Mark Hague, Mike Hague, David Hodgkins, Ernie McElroy, Les Whittle.

Challenger Group A

Group leader Gary Wickett:

Stephen Brown, Jim Cuthbert, Eric Gallacher, Sean O’Brien, Geoff Patching, George Phillips, Gary Wickett.

League Division 1

Group Leader David Hodgkins:

Mark Hague-Stephen Brown 1-0; (Queen’s Gambit Declined) 26.

Phillips-Stephen Brown 1-0; (English) 20.

Atherton-Stephen Brown 0-1; (Danish) 20.

Scores: Alec Crombie 1.5-2, Mark Hague 1.5-2, George Phillips 1-1, Stephen Brown 1-4, Frank Atherton 0-1, David Hodgkins 0-0.

At present Alec Crombie and Mark Hague are setting the pace with George Phillips hot on their heels.  A long way to go and many games to be completed. 

League Division 2

Group leader Sean O’Brien:

No results since last Gazette.

League Division 3

Group Leader Gary Wickett:

Warren-Cuthbert 1-0; (French) 28

Warren-Couchman 1-0; (Giuoco Piano) 31.

Wickett-Patching 0-1; (Giuoco Piano) 21.

Wickett-Cuthbert 1-0; (French) 33.

Patching-Mears 0-1; (Queen’s Gambit) 25.

Scores: Geoff Patching 2-3, Denis Warren 2-3, Derek Couchman 1-2, Gary Wickett 1-2, David Mears 1-2, Jim Cuthbert 1-4, Mike McGuigan 0-0.

Ladder:

Patching-Whittle 0-1; (Queen’s Gambit) 95.

(Was this the longest game RE moves for a BCA correspondence game?)

Scores: Orlando Sobers 14, Geoff Patching 14, Ernie McElroy 14, Frank Atherton 11, Stephen Thacker 9, Roger Bishop 8.

David Hodgkins

Correspondence Tournament Rules: August 2012
The BCA runs two correspondence tournaments:

(A) The BCA correspondence championship; lasting for 22 months and commencing in odd-numbered years. It is open to all visually-impaired members and has a premier division and one or more challenger groups. 

(B) The BCA correspondence league; lasting for 22 months and commencing in even-numbered years. Open to both visually-impaired and associate members with several divisions.

1. All games will normally start on the 1st January and may run until the 31st October in the following year. In games played by post involving overseas players, all moves must be transmitted by airmail. 

2. Moves may be transmitted in Braille, on tape, by email or any other method agreed by both players. If the players do not agree on the method of communication to be used the matter shall be referred to the correspondence chess director who will resolve the issue. Where moves are transmitted by cassette, it is recommended that players use the Algebraic phonetic notation.

3. Whichever form of communication is used, both players are expected to keep a record of the game. Should there be a dispute over the position of a game; and only one player can produce a score of the game, that score of the game shall be taken to be the correct record.

4. All moves must be preceded by the date of receipt and dispatch. Moves should be transmitted as soon as is practical, to keep all games moving and reach their natural conclusion by the closing date. (Players should note that the date of dispatch is the date the move is collected).

5. If, during a game, a player makes an illegal move, the move must be replaced by a legal move. Any dispute between the players caused by the making of an illegal move shall be referred to the correspondence chess director for a ruling.

6. The onus is on the player with the white pieces to start the game and provide either the plastic envelope or the cassette and cassette wallet. Should these be lost or damaged, the player who did not provide them in the first place will be expected to provide replacements. On completion of the game, these should be returned to their rightful owner. 

7. Where games are unfinished by the closing date of the tournament; and players concerned have not reached agreement as to the result, the game shall be sent for adjudication, provided at least 35 moves have been completed. In exceptional circumstances, however, the correspondence chess director is empowered to send games for adjudication after 30 moves. Each player shall be required to send his/her score of the game, together with their claim, to their group leader who will send it on to the correspondence chess director, who will pass it on to the BCA adjudicator whose decision shall be final.

8. If a player does not hear from his/her opponent within 14 days without any knowledge of absence, a reminder should be sent repeating the move. If no response is received within a further 7 days, the matter should be referred to the group leader who will endeavour to re-establish contact between the players. Should this fail, the correspondence chess director should be informed; and he/she will take appropriate action. Where a player persistently offends, the correspondence chess director is empowered to award the game to the offended player, or, if it is felt appropriate, to disqualify the offending player from the tournament.

9. It is recognised there may be periods when players are unable to continue play due to holidays, training courses, medical reasons, etc. In such cases, players are expected to notify their opponents or group leader. It is expected that this may not always be possible in the case of sudden illness, etc.

10. Tie-breaks: Ties for first place or in any position involving promotion or relegation shall be resolved by the tie-break system as follows:

a) Sonneborn-Berger: sum of scores with those beaten and half the score of those with whom drawn;

b) Amdan: 4 points for a win, 2 points for a draw and 1 point for a loss;

c) Result of the game between the players involved;

d) Examination of results from the top downwards;

e) Number of games with the black pieces.

11. All players involved in a particular tournament will be asked by the group leader whether they wish to enter the next tournament. However, the correspondence chess director has the right to refuse a member’s entry if in his/her opinion that member has shown reluctance in observing the BCA correspondence rules. In such cases, the correspondence chess director will notify the player or players concerned. However, players have the right of appeal to the committee in any circumstances where a decision of the correspondence chess director is felt to be inappropriate.

12. The correspondence chess director may appoint group leaders whose responsibility it will be to:

a) Send out fixture lists together with addresses and mediums for all players within the group, a copy of the BCA correspondence rules, etc.

b) Receive results and send them on to the correspondence chess director. Send unfinished games together with claims received, to the correspondence chess director who will pass them on for adjudication.

c) Re-establish contact between players where necessary.

d) Refer major problems to the correspondence chess director

e) Ask players involved in their groups if they wish to participate in the next tournament.

f) To keep the group informed of any relevant information that may not otherwise be known.

13. Members are asked to adhere to the spirit of these correspondence tournament rules in order to ensure the smooth running of the BCA correspondence tournament.

August, 2012

David Hodgkins, Correspondence Chess Director

Membership Secretary’s Report
This time I am delighted to welcome nine new members, which now brings our membership up to the grand total of 220.  As well as the excellent work done by our Publicity Officer, Stan Lovell, the hard work of those who patiently manned our stand at Sight Village has had a lot to do with our latest influx of new members.  I know everyone will therefore join me in thanking Guy Whitehouse, Tristram Cole, John Gallagher, Richard Murphy and   Rebecca Blaevoet for all their hard work and dedication.   

Before I introduce our new members, some of you may have noticed that in my last report I somehow managed to perform a miracle and then a wedding!  I’m obviously in the wrong job!  If this wasn’t enough, I went on to embellish my report with countless other peculiarities inconsistent with the role of Membership Secretary.  My apologies therefore go out to Mark Finnigan, who is actually a VI member and not an associate; Pat Roberts, who is not married to John Gallagher; John Gallagher, whose name does not normally have a C anywhere to be found; Richard Harrington, whose address third time lucky I will hopefully finally get right, and Samuel Gledhill, whose address suffered a dropped H.  Bring back David, I hear you cry!  Amen to that!  In fairness to myself, however, although I put my hands up completely to some of the errors, a few of them, especially those relating to changes of address, were simply due to me receiving the wrong information.  Most of the information in this report has been sent to me second-hand, and as I had no reason to question it, I assumed it was correct.  However, on the positive side, it does prevent my reports becoming dull!

You may also be wondering why you haven’t yet received a new copy of the address list.  This is because the address list is a subject currently under discussion with the Committee.  I will report more on this in the February edition.
New Members 

First of all I am delighted to welcome three new members to our Junior BCA.  

John Watle was just 10 years old when he joined us back in July, just missing the deadline for inclusion into the August edition.  John apparently has really taken an interest in chess at school.  John reads large print.

Harrison Keasey, who once again was just 10 years old when he joined us back in early August, is currently studying at New College Worcester and is a Braille reader.  We wish these two new young prodigies a long and happy stay with the BCA. 

As you may or may not be aware, the Junior BCA has been set up to try and encourage young blood into the organisation, and therefore some years ago it was agreed at an AGM to extend membership to age 25 for visually impaired members.  I therefore am delighted to also welcome Lucy Jones, who has joined the Junior BCA at the tender age of 23.  Lucy is also a Braille user.  Despite the fact that we have had four lapsed junior members this year, Junior BCA membership currently stands at 22.  

We now turn to three new members who have each taken out five year membership.  Let me therefore extend a very warm welcome to Andy Lee, who after losing some sight to a genetic disorder, felt it necessary to transfer his passion for backgammon to a passion for chess.  Andy may be new to chess, but after our two and a half hour game, which we played some weeks ago, I can tell you we both needed a well earned cup of tea!  During a very pleasant afternoon with Andy at his home in Cambridge, I also had the pleasure of meeting his friend Ian Blackmore, who has joined as an associate member.  Ian is also a keen backgammon player and I understand has fairly recently taken up chess with some excellent results.  I am thrilled that both Andy and Ian are planning to play at Harrogate which is just around the corner, time wise at least.  
Moving up north now, let me also offer a very warm welcome to Norman Stephenson.  Norman has joined as an associate member and is no stranger to the BCA, as some will remember, Norman was a coach at the European Championship at Durham back in August 2007.  It is fantastic that we are getting new members for both our minor and open sections.  Norman prefers to be contacted by email.  

Nipping across the pond now, I am delighted to welcome another person who is no stranger to the BCA.  Michael Delaney has joined us as a life member and I am thrilled to hear that Michael and many of our other Irish friends will be joining us for the 80 year celebration tournament at Harrogate.  
Let me also offer a very warm welcome to Eleanor Tew, who has joined us as a VI annual subscriber.  It has always been a bit of a mystery to me why there seems to be so few female chess players, and it is therefore great to see that our female players are beginning to increase.  Although as my report on the Chairman’s Cup testifies, Abi Baker came very close to winning the minor section, I think I’m right in saying that in the 80 years that the BCA has been in existence, we have not yet had a female champion.  Obviously this needs to be rectified.  So it is great this time to welcome two new female chess playing members.  Eleanor prefers to be contacted by email.  
Last but in no way least, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Alan Humphries, who has joined as a VI member and more importantly is a fellow West Midlander.  I believe Alan found out about us from enquiries at our stand at Sight Village.  Welcome aboard and may it be the start of a long and happy association, both on and off the chess board.  Alan prefers to be contacted by email. 

Deceased Members 

Finally, with great sadness I end my report on a sombre note.  First of all by reporting the death of Jim Lidstone, whose sad death I learned of on 1st August.  Although I personally never had the pleasure of meeting Jim, many of you will remember that he chaired the BCA from 2000 to 2004.  Jim apparently had a very quiet and unassuming nature and was very much loved and respected by all who knew him.  

I also regret to report the tragic premature death of Phil Smith, who died in the Derby Hospital on 24th September 2012 after contracting pneumonia.  Phil had been a very active associate member of the BCA for over 30 years.  Phil was very much a visible presence both on and off the chess board, winning many trophies in the minor sections and organising his famous “quiz with a difference” at many of our seven day events and often graced our talent nights with his hilarious anecdotes.  Phil also played at Haaksbergen each year and was always happy to assist as a guide.  

Needless to say that both Phil and Jim will be very much missed.  
(Editorial Note): Please also see the tribute to Lewis Jones, another long-time member of the BCA, who died on the 4th of September this year.
ECF Council Meeting, Sat October 13th, 2012
The usual 5 hour marathon, part of which was a discussion about the importance of substituting some phrase in line six of paragraph three of section 2(b) of agenda item 19.6 or something equally riveting.  But I must have masochistic tendencies because I have just been campaigning to continue as Direct members representative, this time for Gold category members.  My thanks to those in that category who voted for me.  120 Gold members took part in a ballot and with each voter having two votes I gained 93 votes, thus being elected for 2012-13.

I was also successful in nominating Roger Edwards as the next ECF President despite a strong attempt to oppose this led by an individual who held a total of 30 votes.  Other significant elections included the appointment of a new finance director Chris Mattos whose tasks will include finishing the ongoing saga of the latest set of accounts which are well behind schedule for final audit.  The meeting was faced with a choice in the area of FIDE delegates between Nigel Short advocating a confrontational approach to the present FIDE hierarchy and the more conciliatory style favoured by Rupert Jones.  Bravely or rashly the meeting voted for Nigel by a substantial majority.

The most disturbing feature was the fact that there were three unfilled posts, those of Chief Executive, Director of International Chess and that of the combined role of Membership and Marketing Director.  The first is vacant because no volunteer has emerged for the onerous task which can often earn more criticism than thanks.  The last remains empty because the meeting felt insufficient confidence in the candidate Adam Raoof whose services were offered.  His absence from the meeting counted against him.

On the more positive side, the membership scheme is running with no more than the inevitable problems of a radical change.  The ECF has begun serious consideration of the move to charity status with the enforced separation of the amateur and professional game which might come under a new body, Chess England.  An Extraordinary General Meeting will be held early in 2013 to discuss the matter further.  There was a lot lot more but to recall it now might deprive me of the will to go to the next meeting.

Bill Armstrong

Update: ECF Grades
Andrews, Norman G 128 

Armstrong, William G 140 Rapidplay 145 

Baker, Abi 31  

Blencowe, Ian 130 Rapidplay 133 

Brown, Stephen 106  

Burnell, Steve 154  

Casey, Eamonn 134  

Chambers, Colin R 147  

Clayton, David G 98 Rapidplay 99 

Cloudsdale, Peter 152  

Cole, Tristram 158 Rapidplay 172 

Crouch, Colin 216  

Cuthbert, Jim 78  

Fisher, Colin 146 Rapidplay 149 

Gailans, Voldi 107  

Gallagher, John 135  

Gibbs, David 68  

Gibbs, Peter C 163 Rapidplay 173 

Gordon, Philip 116  

Hague, Mark 82  

Harman, Kenneth B 169  

Harrington, Richard 2  

Hodgkins, David W 135  

Irving, Alastair 128  

Jenkins, John H 115  

Kirkham, Mark 111  

Lightowler, Stan 30  

Lilley, Graham 182  

Loftus, Sean 122  

Lovell, Stan E 136  

Lowery, Michael 21  

Mills, David 146  

Murphy, Richard LW 136 Rapidplay 131 

Osborne, John 53  

Patching, Geoffrey R 54  

Phillips, George W 103  

Ross, Chris N 196 Rapidplay 202 

Ryan, Lea 16  

Thacker, Steve M 128  

Waters, RG 112  

Whitehouse, B Guy 108  

Whittle, Les V 148 Rapidplay 139 

Wickett, Gary 93  

Willis, Graham 113  

Wilson, Colin 110  

Wragg, Norman A 137

Julie Leonard 

Congress Support Scheme
As I wrote quite a long and explanatory report for the August Gazette, I will not burden this issue with another lengthy report.  Suffice to say that the Congress Support Scheme has been set up for visually impaired members who have recently participated in our own events and have not had a recent opportunity to be funded to play any international games.  The scheme has therefore been set up to encourage and support such members to participate in mainstream or any other non BCA tournaments.

Each year I draw up a list of BCA members who are eligible to claim under the scheme.  If you are on my list you will be entitled to receive significant financial assistance to attend any non BCA events during the BCA financial year (1st October to 30th September).

To find out more, please refer to the August edition of the Gazette or contact me. 
Gary Wickett     

Chairman’s Cup
When Stan originally asked me to write this report, obviously the plan was that it would go in the August Gazette.  However, when I sat down back in June to record my reflections, I found myself a little in a Catch 22 scenario.  A few members had expressed to me that they would like my report to be written in a similar quirky style to the one I had written on the Windermere Theme Break, however, at the same time I was also aware of the need to be a little more disciplined in the way of brevity.  Thus sadly I failed miserably in both endeavours, but especially in the second.  Thus due to my report mimicking too well the already plump nature of the August Gazette, there was unfortunately “no room in the inn” as far as the August Gazette was concerned.  It was therefore decided to hold this report back until the November edition.  

Before I begin, please let me thank Abi and Juliet for their much needed help with this report.

The Chairman’s Cup is a biennial event for members whose grade or estimated grade is 140 or below, and once again was held at the Whitehall Hotel in Bournemouth in the rainy month of June.  This is the third time we have used the Whitehall for this event and with good reason.  The warmth and friendliness of the staff of this family run hotel gives it a very homely feel, which may explain why there has been no or little turnover in staff throughout the four years the BCA have been using this venue.  I have not even yet mentioned the excellence of the food, the comfort of the rooms, and being a fairly small hotel the ease of finding one’s way around, and its beautiful location by the sea.  It is therefore the perfect hotel for this event.  Fingers crossed that we are able to return to the Whitehall in 2014.

With 44 attendees, 22 of whom entered the tournament, this year has been the largest entry to date.  It was also great to see three new faces at the event: Denis and June Warren, who stayed for the whole week, and Paul Brookes who joined us on Sunday to Tuesday.  It was also lovely to see Bob and Chris Brown, who due to ill health hadn’t been able to attend any BCA events for some years.  This time they were once again accompanied by Chris’s daughter, Penny Horstead and her husband Kendon, whom it was also great to welcome along. 

The Chairman’s Cup is a seven round tournament, and the large entry meant that once again we were able to run a minor event.  Including Paul Brookes and myself, who for different reasons were unfortunately unable to play for the whole tournament, there were fourteen participants playing in the top section, which included: Stan Lovell, David Hodgkins, John Gallagher, Phil Gordon, John Jenkins, Steve Brown, Guy Whitehouse, George Phillips, Phil Smith, Gary Wickett, Voldi Gailans, Mark Hague, Jim Cuthbert and Paul Brookes.

In addition, the following eight players competed in an all play all for the minor trophy: David Gibbs, Geoff Patching, Chris Brown, Abi Baker, Stan Lightowler, Lea Ryan, Richard Harrington and Denis Warren. 

The event was organised by John and Pam Jenkins, Peter Gibbs being Chief Arbiter, ably assisted by his good lady Celia with Norman Andrews acting as Steward.  

It was certainly an exciting contest, with the leader almost changing from round to round.  In my attempt to try and capture the excitement of the chess and at the same time report on the various activities enjoyed by the many non chess playing attendees, I can only apologise  for my failure in my struggle to keep to my promise of brevity.  

Battle commenced on Saturday evening.  In the first round, the strong players were obviously being put through their paces: Lovell v Whitehouse, Smith v Hodgkins, Jenkins v Hague all ending in a draw, with Gailans securing an impressive win against Gordon.  At ten to eleven John Gallagher and myself were the last to finish, when my promising start lay crushed beneath John’s expertise in the end game.  Needless to say, after the game we both tiredly tumbled into the bar for a well deserved drink!  Gallagher joining Brown and Gailans in the leading position.

Meanwhile, there were no such draws in the minor section.  One game to note was an excellent performance by Ryan, who beat Brown, of whom it must be noted six years ago won the minor section with a perfect score. Baker was also very pleased on learning that her first round opponent was to be the new kid on the block, Warren, and greatly enjoyed giving him his first game in a BCA tournament.

After all the excitement of Saturday night, players had to gather their frayed wits together for round 2 on Sunday morning.    The results from round 2 in both sections presented no real shockers and as I have promised to try and avoid writing a novel, I am not able to list every result.  Suffice to say that Hodgkins win against Gailans put him in joint first place which he shared with Gallagher, Lovell,  Phillips and Brown all leading on 1.5; pushing Gailans into second place which he shared with Whitehouse, Smith and Gordon.

In the minor section, Gibbs’ win against Harrington and Patching’s win against Warren, made them both joint leaders on a perfect score; closely followed by Baker, whose impressive draw against Brown put her on 1.5.

On Sunday evening, Martin Simons, grade 193, kindly volunteered to challenge Chris Ross and eight other keen chess stalwarts to a simultaneous display, winning eight of his games and securing a draw against Chris.  With regards to the latter game, as my lawyer is currently on vacation, I hesitate to say that the draw was agreed, as the phrase has more meanings than it implies!  Suffice to say, the game was unfinished!  Thanks go to Martin Simons for taking time out to give all our enthusiasts an enjoyable evening.  For those who are interested, Chris Ross’s game with Martin Simons should hopefully still be on the BCA website.

On Monday morning Paul Brookes, who arrived the day before, joined the top section and played his one and only game in which he drew with Jim Cuthbert.  I myself managed a win against Mark Hague in an entertaining battle where I had spent most of the game a pawn down but somehow managed to make good of my end game, which with my half point bye put me on 1.5, where circumstance decreed I would remain.  In the same section, Lovell’s win against Brown put him in first place on 2.5.  Second place was shared by Gailans, Whitehouse, Gallagher, Hodgkins and Gordon all on 2 points.  Gailans and Whitehouse continuing to show their excellent ability, with Gailans taking the white pieces and getting a win against Phillips, and Whitehouse getting a win with the black pieces against Jenkins. 

In the minor section, Gibbs had begun to forge his lead, retaining his perfect score with a win against Patching, now pushing Patching into third place.  However, Gibbs was now hotly pursued by Baker, who had jumped into second position with her win against Lightowler, just half a point separating the three leaders.  However, with still four rounds to go, there was everything to play for.

On Monday evening Phil Smith hosted what he regularly calls “A Quiz with a Difference”.  On this particular occasion, the quiz was based on the television show Pointless.  It was a great night, with Richard Harrington’s team, the Orienteers, proving to be the sharpest with their compass being far from pointless but pointing straight to victory!  However, whether they all had a bite of the prized chocolate bar or whether this was considered the captain’s bounty is knowledge I do not possess! 

Unfortunately, due to acute insomnia which began before attending the tournament, I felt so rough by Tuesday morning that I felt it necessary to withdraw from the tournament.  Needless to say after pulling out of the chess, I slept like a baby - crying all night and keeping everybody awake!  No, seriously, I slept really well.

In round 4 Hodgkins stole back the lead with his win against Lovell, putting him on 3 points, being hotly pursued by Lovell, Gallagher, Gailans, Whitehouse and Gordon with just half a point in the difference.  Gailans and Whitehouse continuing to make their presence known with Gailans drawing with Brown, and Whitehouse drawing with Phillips.   

In the minor section, Baker’s victory over Harrington put her on 3.5 where she now shared first place with Gibbs; Patching still trailing in third place by half a point.  New boy, Warren, forged an impressive draw with the top seed, Gibbs, which with his draw in his previous game against Brown, now put him on 1 point.  

Coaching was very kindly provided on Tuesday and Thursday afternoon by Ian Clark and Eric Sachs respectively.  

On Tuesday evening it was Kipling and coconut shells!  Not the exceedingly good cakes this time, but exceedingly good poetry.  We were all spellbound and enchanted by a talk given by John Jenkins on Rudyard Kipling, where he also recited from memory some of the writer’s best poems.  To add a bit of fun and frivolity to the evening and to help conjure the effect of horses in a particular poem, sets of coconut shells were strategically placed with various members of the audience.

As Wednesday was set aside for the customary trip out, round 5 was played in the evening.

Although I didn’t personally go on the trip due to not feeling quite up to it, those who did attend enjoyed a trip out to Corfe Castle from whence they went by steam train to the old Victorian seaside town of Swanage, which is adorned with an ancient church and town hall which were built from local Purbeck marble.  Even the sun broke its current custom and made a very much welcomed appearance.

On Wednesday evening after dinner, battle resumed for round 5.  In the top section Hodgkins’ loss against Gordon threw him back into second place.  However, Gailans continued to shine with another victory, this time against Cuthbert.  Whitehouse and Jenkins both took a half point bye.  

Leading the race now on 3.5 were Gailans, Gallagher and Gordon; with Whitehouse, Hodgkins and Philips coming up the rear with 3 points.

In the minor section, Gibbs, not wanting to break the trend of having a G in first place, maintained first position on 4.5 with his win against Ryan.  Patching clipped Baker’s sprouting wings and stole a well needed point, reclaiming second place on 4, Baker now tumbling into third place on 3.5.  We’ll never know whether Geoff was playing particularly well that night, or if his lucky chair, which he had insisted on using beforehand, had been instrumental in assisting him with his win!  Warren began his winning streak with his victory against Lightowler, putting them both on 2, and Harrington achieved an impressive draw with Brown, impressive as apparently no pieces were moved at all!

Round 6 was played on Thursday morning and Gallagher’s win against Gailans allowed him to forge ahead in first place on 4.5.  Whitehouse’s win against Gordon, and Hodgkins’ win against Phillips now put them both in second place on 4.  However, with Gordon’s aforementioned loss and Gailans loss to Gallagher and Lovell’s win against Smith, this threw Gailans and Gordon into third place and pushed Lovell forward to join them on 3.5.

Meanwhile in the minor section, Gibbs confirmed his dominance on an unassailable 5.5, Patching clutching tightly to second place on 4, with Baker still trailing in third place on 3.5.

On the eve of the final round, we all once again formed teams for Sheila’s well loved and famous quiz.  Once again the scores were close, but this time Norman Andrews’ team, the Whitehall Whiz Kids, weren’t quite good enough and had to settle for second place, as the chocolates were won by the Whitehall Wizards, a team captained by Celia.  Whether the excellence was in their wizardry or their quizardry, we will never know!  However, as Celia was quiz mistress at Windermere, this may suggest the latter!

In the top section the final round was nail biting stuff.  Gallagher had an uncomfortable draw with Whitehouse, Hodgkins accepted a generous draw from Jenkins, Hague secured an impressive draw with Phillips, Lovell beat Gailans, Gordon beat Brown, and Smith beat Cuthbert.

Final scores for the top section:  Congratulations go to John Gallagher, who is now the proud possessor of the Chairman’s Cup 2012, finishing on 5 points.  Second place was shared by Stan Lovell, David Hodgkins, Phil Gordon, and Guy Whitehouse on 4.5.  George Phillips finished on 3.5 (grading prize A), Voldi Gailans 3.5 (grading prize B), John Jenkins 3.5, Steve Brown and Phil Smith both finished on 3, Jim Cuthbert and myself both settling for 1.5, Mark Hague 1 and Paul Brookes 0.5.

In round 7 of the minor section, Warren now getting a real taste for Victory beat Harrington, Patching drew with Lightowler and Gibbs drew with Brown.  Unfortunately, Ryan had to withdraw before the last round due to not feeling well, giving Baker the full point bye.  Although Baker managed to secure this win without moving a single piece, at the same time, one could argue that all the pieces were moved, as they both took their chess set for a gentle stroll for the cameras!

Final scores in the minor section:  Congratulations go to David Gibbs, who won the Chairman’s Cup Minor on 6 points.  Second place was shared by Geoff Patching and Abi Baker on 4.5, Denis Warren with his debut finished on an impressive 4 (grading prize), Stan Lightowler 3.5, Chris Brown 3, Lea Ryan 1.5 and Richard Harrington finished on 1.  

On Friday afternoon, our Chairman presented the cups and prizes, after which Sheila conducted the raffle in which she raised an impressive £150.

During the last night, we all let our hair down and gathered for Joan and Juliette’s famous soiree, where members could showcase their various talents.  The evening was top class entertainment, with music being sung and played with an array of instruments, including Guy’s mysterious magic flute, which the dark horse (or black knight) had kept a well guarded secret for years.  We were also graced by poems, both famous and self penned, including another hilarious summary of the week by Joan Shorrock, and another performance of Kipling by John Jenkins and the Coconut Kids.  Even the ancient art of story telling fell into the frame with a wonderful account of Titan the guide dog and the blind car driver!  The entertainment was topped and tailed magnificently by Stan’s excellent stride piano, after which the merriment continued with Abi on violin, Tanvi on piano, Denis on guitar and Guy on flute and myself trying to keep up with the real musicians on ukulele.  It was a great night and a fitting finish to a great event.  Sadly, Shane Hall, a huge personality at such events, was greatly missed.  However, I like to think he was looking down and joining in the fun. 

I close this article by saying a big thank you to John and Pam Jenkins for organising such a great week.  If I was to thank everyone who had put themselves out to make this event the success it was, then I would need to add at least another five pages to this article.  However, I trust by mentioning all the various events, that each person responsible will see this as my way of saying thank you.  The only person that I haven’t mentioned is Chris Ross, who very kindly came along not only as John Gallagher’s second, but more importantly to put all the results as they happened on the website.  Chris has also uploaded all of John Gallagher’s games, so you can follow his battle to victory first hand.

Post Script.  Since writing this report, we have learned of the sad premature death of Phil Smith, who died on 24th September 2012.  As you will see from this report, Phil was a huge personality at BCA events, both on and off the chessboard, and it is therefore stating the obvious to say that Phil will be very much missed.  
Gary Wickett 

14th IBCA Olympiad, Chennai 2012
The International Braille Chess Association’s (IBCA) 14th Chess Olympiad for Blind and Visually Impaired players took place from 9th - 21st August 2012 in the city of Chennai, India. The tournament consisted of 9 rounds, with a rest day.

The UK squad was:

1. IM Colin Crouch (2373)

2. CM Chris Ross (2231) [captain]

3. Stephen Hilton (1914)

4. David Hodgkins (1738)

5. John Gallagher (1730)

Coaches: Grandmaster Neil McDonald and International Master Chris Beaumont

Official website: http://aicfb.in

Games download: http://www.braillechess.org.uk/games/ibca/olympiad2012.pgn

The UK team achieved a very creditable 7th place, having been seeded 11th at the start of the tournament.  Much of the team’s success was due to the silver medal performances of International Master, Colin Crouch, with a score of 7.5 from 9 on top board and Candidate Master, Chris Ross, on board two, with a score of 6.5 from 9.  With several of the other BCA leading players being unavailable, boards 3-5, Steve Hilton, David Hodgkins and John Gallagher, found themselves battling with players with a much higher rating than them.  It is to their credit they gave of their best.  David Hodgkins in particular, achieved results well in excess of his rating  with his better-than-50% score of 3.5 from 6.  

Another significant feature of the UK team's performance was, that of the nine rounds played eight were against teams seeded in the top ten and 6 were against the teams finishing in the top six places in the tournament.  With this result UK comfortably qualified for the next IBCA World Cup due to be held in Spain during 2013.  This is the event for the top ten nations.  

Team captain, Chris Ross, was particularly keen to acknowledge the outstanding support given to the team by the two coaches, Grand master Neil McDonald and International master Chris Beaumont and by the two tireless guides, Sally Kenealy and Geoff Ward.

The BCA acknowledges with grateful thanks its sponsors for their generous support, which enabled it to send a squad well prepared and with the excellent support of high quality coaches and guides.  Our extended thanks go to Westfield Health, Mrs E Y Imries Charitable Trust, North Harrow Lodge, The Ostrich Charitable Trust, Huntingdon Freemens Trust and JTH Charitable Trust.

Results

Round 1: United Kingdom 4 – 0 Netherlands

Board
White




Result

Black

1
Crouch, Colin (2373)


1-0

Sergio Harnandan (1982)

2
Aleattin Gundogmus (0000)

0-1

Ross, Chris (2231)

3
Hilton, Stephen (1928)

1-0

Ron Snoek (0000)

4
Jan Zeeman (0000)


0-1

Hodgkins, David (1738)

Round 2: Iran 1.5 – 2.5 United Kingdom

1
Moradiyan, Meysam


0-1

Crouch, Colin (23)

2
Ross, Chris (2231)


1-0

Mousavi, Emadeddin

3
Bagheri, Majjid


1/2-1/2

Hodgkins, David (1738)

4
Gallagher, John (1730)

0-1

Ghoorchibeygi, Alireza

Round 3: UK 2.5 – 1.5 Poland

1
Crouch, Colin (2373)


1-0

Piotr Dukaczewski (2228)

2
Jacek Stachanczyk (2256)

0-1

Ross, Chris (2231)

3
Hilton, Stephen (1914)

0-1

Rafal Gunajew (2260)

4
Marek Mackowiak (2165)

1/2-1/2

Gallagher, John (1730)

Round 4: India A 1.5 – 2.5 UK

1
Krishna, Udupa (1885)

0-1

Crouch, Colin (2373)

2
Ross, Chris (2231)


1-0

Swapanil, Shahs (1884)

3
Kishan, Gangolli (1972)

0-1

Hilton, Stephen (1914)

4
Hodgkins, David (1738)

1/2-1/2

Darpan, Inani (2015)

Round 5: UK 1.5 – 2.5 Spain 

1
Crouch, Colin (2373)


1/2-1/2

FM Desanjose Candalija, Eduardo (2238)

2
Palacios Perez, Manuel (2166)
0-1

Ross, Chris (2231)

3
Hilton, Stephen (1914)

0-1

Enjuto Velasco, Roberto (2132)
4
Clemente Llamero, Roberto (2134)
1-0

Gallagher, John (1730)

Round 6: Ukraine 3.5 – 0.5 UK

1
Grigorchuk Sergey (2302)

1/2-1/2

Crouch, Colin (2373)

2
Ross, Chris (2231)


0-1

Shepelev Igor (2217)

3
Konev Victor (2128)


1-0

Hilton, Stephen (1914)

4
Hodgkins, David (1738)

0-1

Yatsishin Ivan (2137)

Round 7: Germany 2.5 – 1.5 UK

1
Crouch, Colin (2373)


1/2-1/2

FM Mueller, Oliver (2265)

2
Schellmann, Frank (2110)

1/2-1/2

Ross, Chris (2231)

3
Hodgkins, David (1738)

1/2-1/2

Dobierzin, Olaf (2060)

4
Pohlers, Juergen (1991)

1-0

Gallagher, John (1730)

Round 8: Slovenia 0.5 – 3.5 UK

1
Mlacnik, Franc (2124)

0-1

Crouch, Colin (2373)

2
Ross, Chris (2231)


1-0

Muri, Emil (2018)

3
Znuderl, Matej (1986)


1/2-1/2

Hilton, Stephen (1914)

4
Hodgkins, David (1738)

1-0

Cizman Gregor (1784) 

Round 9: UK 1 – 3 Russia

1
IM Crouch, Colin (2373)

1-0

IM Meshkov, Yuri (2390)

2
Smirnov, Sergei (2333)

1-0

Ross, Chris (2231)

3
Hilton, Stephen (1914)

0-1

IM Krylov, Sergey (2337)

4
FM Babarykin, Stanislav (2280)
1-0

Gallagher, John (1730)

Final standing

1st Russia

2nd Ukraine

3rd Spain

Chris Ross

Treasurer’s Report
Our financial year end is 30th September so I am currently in the process of collecting the paperwork together for the accountant to examine.  The accountant will check through the accounts, write a report and draw up a balance sheet.

Total funds on 30th September 2012 were £101,892.30.  Half of this is held in a 90 day notice account.  This year £10,000 was invested in a common investment fund with CCLA, a financial services provider for charities.  This investment has increased in value by £510.  

Our overall aim is always to hold sufficient funds to cover the next 2 years’ costs as this enables us to commit to running the next 2 years’ tournaments.

The BCA website can now accept payments by PayPal account or by credit or debit card via PayPal.  I am notified of the amount and name and address of the person paying but I have no access to card details.  Since the beginning of April, the PayPal account has received a total of £565.  Payments received in this way are charged a small fee but we pay less than the usual PayPal rate as we are a charity.  We paid less than £10 in total this year.  Previously we were using CAF Bank (Charities Aid Foundation) to accept donations online.  They used to charge £10 every month plus VAT, even if no transactions occurred, and they also charged transaction fees.  We are now saving over £120 plus VAT every year by using PayPal.

Gill Smith, Treasurer

Millennium Club
Recent Millennium Club winners:
August

Derek Spink, number 9. 

September
Barbara Chambers, number 51.

October
Roger Waters, number 67.

The Millennium Club raises funds for the BCA by holding a monthly draw at £12 per number per year.  Each month a lucky winner receives £35.  If you wish to enter the draw, send a cheque to Gill Smith, made payable to "Braille Chess Association" or you can pay using the following details: account name Braille Chess Association, sort code 309620, account number 00296072, make Millennium Club the reference. 
Obituaries
Jim Lidstone
Hello all, 

I'm sorry to have to bring the following sad news: 
Our former Chairman, Jim Lidstone died earlier this year. 

Jim took over as Chairman of our association from Clare Gailans in 2000 and held that post until 2005. Prior to taking office in our association Jim had played a very active role in a number of other organisations of blind people, including the various different associations of telephonists and office workers. 

Jim was a very quiet, wise man respected by all who were lucky enough to know him.  

Stan Lovell 

Phil Smith
Phil Smith: 1950-2012 

“Some of you will have heard that Phil Smith died on September 24th, after a short illness.  He contracted pneumonia last week and died in the Derby Royal Hospital, with his family present. 

There can’t be many people in the Derbyshire Chess scene who did not know Phil.  He was one of the most active members of Rolls Royce Chess Club and played and promoted chess at every possible opportunity, also playing in many congresses around the country.  

He was always very willing to encourage and teach new players.  He was very active in the Braille Chess Association, accompanying blind players to international congresses for many years. 

Outside chess he was a member of St John Ambulance, and former chairman of the Derby YHA Group.  He had a career in the army before joining Rolls Royce, where most of us met him either at work or the chess club. 

He always maintained a positive attitude to life even in difficult circumstances, as his health deteriorated with diabetes and a hip replacement, and job problems. 

He will be greatly missed in the Rolls Royce Club and all the Derbyshire and Braille chess events." 

I'm sure we all echo that. 

Steve Thacker

Lewis Jones

One day in mid-September, I received a phone call from Isabel Jones, requesting that her father’s name be taken off the Gazette mailing list.  His name was Lewis Jones and he had died on September 4 of this year.  He had been a strong supporter of the Braille Chess magazine and an avid chess player all his life, she told me.  He routinely played chess by telephone, in his head, though in his later years he did play on a board.  I began to enquire a little more about her father and discovered a remarkable life.  He had attended Worcester College as a boy and Braille was ever his beloved form of communication.

Lewis and his brothers, from a farm near Dinas Mawddwy in the heart of Welsh-speaking Wales, were the subjects of one of the most notable Welsh-language titles of the 20th century, O Tynn y Gorchudd, The Life of Rebecca Jones.  He was one of three brothers, all of whom were blind due to Norris Disease; and all three of whom made a sizable contribution to the cultural life both of their communities and for vision-impaired people in general.  One brother transcribed Tolstoy into Braille; another was a Theologian and the vicar of his local chapel throughout his life; and Lewis had a vibrant, creative artistic life in Nottingham, far from Tyn-y-Braich, his family’s north-Wales home.  He was especially interested in the way blind people process the world around them and in finding new ways to communicate external realities to those of us who, having no vision, so often have to rely on “sighted” categorisations to understand the world around us. Isabel said he always tried to eschew the epithet “extra—ordinary” insisting that we all just make the best of the life we’re given.  I trust my few words go some way toward capturing a snapshot of the life of someone whom many of you knew much better than I.

Rebecca Blaevoet and Isabel Jones

