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        AYLESBEARE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Meeting of Aylesbeare Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 4 April 2012 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllr K Chun (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs S Coward

Cllr Mrs G Hichens

Cllr N Finegan

Cllr A Ringe

Clerk:


Mrs L Parker

Others Present:
District Cllrs Mrs C Wright and A V Howard and 3 members of the 



public

Before the meeting commenced Mrs Anna Thompson gave a report of the status of the forthcoming Emergency Plan for Aylesbeare.

1.         Apologies of Absence 

Apologies were received from Vice-Chairman Cllr J Ayres who was at another meeting.
2.
Declarations of interests in Items on the Agenda

Cllr A Ringe declared a prejudicial interest in item 9 Planning 12/0656/FUL as he is 
involved with the architectural side of the application.
3.
Minutes


The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 7 March 2012 were confirmed to 
be correct.
4.
Police Report 
PCSO Steve Trail had forwarded two reports:
March - There had been one crime of fraud where a parishioner had been contacted by someone illegally offering to fix a computer for a fee.  The parishioner agreed and paid via credit card. There had been one call regarding parking problems in Scotchmead and one report of a threatening phone call.

April – There had been no reported crimes for the period and nothing of interest around the village.

5.         Reports of District Councillors

District Cllr Mrs C Wright
The 50 page long National Planning Policy Framework was published last week. In her opinion it was not sufficiently detailed but better than the draft form.  She felt there were lots of unknowns and felt that the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was less protected.  The East Devon Local Plan will go before the Development Management Committee next week.  The number of houses allocated to Ottery St Mary has been reduced to 300 from 400.  The Built Up Area Boundary consultation process will commence in the summer months.

District Cllr A Howard

He has been attending key Council meetings of late.  He sits on the Development Management Committee, the Planning Inspection Committee and the Audit Governance Committee. The development at Westhayes in Westhill has gone to appeal and the outcome is awaited. The ED Local Plan Panel has now been disbanded and all duties will now go to the parent body the Development 
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Management Committee.  The ED Local Plan will be reviewed on 8 May. EDDC does not have too many concerns with the National Planning Policy Framework.  It needs to be understood on a balanced basis.  All policy documents need to be used and practised before their workability is known.
The very controversial application regarding Venn Ottery Pig Farm is coming up before the Development Management Committee. The pig unit will be the size of 3 football pitches and could affect Aylesbeare, Venn Ottery and Westhill.

6.
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman said that he was very disappointed at the non-response from anyone in the parish to come forward and organise/help run a children’s party to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee during which the mugs would be presented to the children of the parish.  If this does not happen the mugs will have to be delivered by hand.
7.
Clerk’s Report
The time limit on S106 agreements is 10 years but technically the developer can request the money back after 5 years.  As long as there is evidence that the fund is still needed and is earmarked for something then it remains in the parish domain. Until it is spent or returned it remains in a fund to be spent on sports/play projects and cannot be used for anything else.  Each receipt is split roughly 50:50 between sport and play and then split down again into capital and maintenance money.  Sports money must be spent within the parish that it was received and play money within 600m of the development site. EDDC would like to know if Aylesbeare has a project in mind.  If the costs of the project come in above the value of the receipt then it would be possible to apply for match funding for the rest of the costs or wait until other receipts come in from agreements in the area.
The clerk, together with Mrs Judith Ayres, has been unable to upgrade the website as the Vision Websites administrator has been experiencing family sickness.  This would take place as soon as possible.

The grit bin in Church Close has been taken to Newton Poppleford.  Unfortunately this was without consultation with the Parish Council. DCC considers that the drainage scheme has resolved the spring/ icing problems in Church Close so the bin there is not necessary. Aylesbeare now has 3 grit bins in the village with an additional at Rosamondford which is sufficient for self help needs.
Cllr N Finegan has carried out a survey of all the notice boards and benches in the parish. The notice board at Rosamondford is now beyond repair. This matter will be put to the May agenda for consideration. The telephone kiosk has been cleaned since the survey. The rotary gates at either end of the footbridge at Rosamondford have been removed.  They were in disrepair and DCC has removed them for safety reasons.  The Chairman’s brother together with Cllr A Ringe will renovate the gates and see to their reinstatement.

8.
Reports of Council Representatives on other Bodies


Cllr John Ayres – Planning System Explained 14 March 2012

The Vice-Chairman had emailed his report to all Councillors. Neighbourhood Plans 
are optional and there is no legal requirement to prepare one. The policies in the ED 
Local Plan will still apply whether a Neighbourhood Plan is in place or not. Cost 
estimates are unclear but up to £30,000 has been suggested, much of the cost 
going on legal and other consultancy fees. Consideration of the need for a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Aylesbeare would be put to the May meeting.

Cllr Noel Finegan – Exeter Airport Consultative Group 4 April 2012 
There is a slight improvement in the trend of air traffic figures but the recession is still being felt. A new bronze sculpture of an airman looking to the sky has been erected at the entrance to the airport and was felt to be a great attraction.  It is in remembrance of the airfield’s place in history during the Second World War when 
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Czech and Polish as well as British pilots were involved. The cycle path has now been established between the roundabout off the A30 and the airport. The steel frame for the new hotel is now in place. It should be open and ready for use December/January. It is hoped that the terminal building will be made more user-friendly with the viewing area being resurrected. The Flybe Academy has now been fully operational for 12 months.  This is a first class facility being staffed by Exeter College and Flybe.  There are 2 flight simulators and it is hoped to install a further 2 in the future. They are being used 22 hours a day – 7 days a week – hence the need for the hotel. The academy is also available for conference and other training facilities.
9.
Planning Applications
Application No:
12/0638/FUL
Applicant:

Mr D Ware
Location:

Rosamondford Close, Perkin’s Village

Proposal:

Construction of pitched roof to dormer on front elevation and  




front porch and creation of tarmac splay to front drive

Observations:

Recommend approval

Cllr A Ringe left the meeting.

Application No:
12/0656/FUL

Applicant:

Mr P Marsh

Location:

Ford Cottage, Perkin’s Village

Proposal:

Construction of two storey extension

Observations:

Recommend approval

Cllr A Ringe re-joined the meeting.

AMENDED PLANS

Application No:
11/2471/FUL

Applicant:

Mr P Slade

Location:

Bendarroch School, Village Way

Proposal:

Conversion and extension of school building to create 



dwelling, construction of 2 detached dwellings and internal 



access road (resubmission of application 11/1349/MFUL)

Observations:

Recommend approval.
10.
East Devon District Council: Planning Decision – Approvals
Application No:
11/2534/FUL

Applicants:

Ms A & P Jones

Location:

16 Bramble Mead

Proposal:

Construction of attached dwelling (revisions to application 



08/1320/FUL)

Application No:
11/2696/FUL (Adjacent parish)
Applicant:

Chartman Ltd
Location:

Oaklands Garage & Service Station, Sidmouth Road

Proposal:

Demolition and rebuilding of petrol filling station including 



enlarged shop unit, replacement canopy, external condensers 


and ATM
11.      East Devon District Council: Notification of Planning Appeal

Appeal By:

Mr P Brinton

Development:

Construction 2 semi-detached dwellings with associated 



access and car parking (resubmission of 11/0720/FUL)
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Situation:

Great Halls, Village Way, Aylesbeare, EX5 2FD

The Appeal is being dealt with on the basis of written representations.  EDCC will forward a copy of the Parish Council’s representation to the Planning Inspectorate and the appellant under reference no APP/U1105/A/12/2171810/NWF.

12.
Finance


Payment of the following invoices was approved:
Cheque Nos
000804
Mrs L Parker – Parish Clerk


£236.20
000805
Devon Playing Fields Assoc - Sub

£36.50

000806
Devon Assoc of Local Councils – Sub
£120.61

It was noted that the following credits have been received:

VAT repayment



£245.69

DCC – Footpath grant



£200.00

DCC – Locality Budget Funds

£250.00 towards Diamond Jubilee 







  expenses

The renewal of the Grounds Maintenance Contract with EDDC, which for the year ending 31.3.13, will be £620.07 plus VAT – an increase of 10% - was considered.
Resolved:  To accept the quotation but to ask EDDC to substantiate the 10% increase.
13.
Position of Parish Councillor

In the light of the recent retirement of Cllr Mrs Sheila Coward, and the expiry of the allotted time for a poll, the co-option of another Councillor was considered.
Resolved:  In the hope that a Councillor will come forward from the village a letter would be composed, to be included with the next Topics delivery, asking for any parishioners interested in the position to apply in writing to the Clerk. 
14.
Housing land in Aylesbeare

The recent requests for allotments were considered. The Clerk has received a communication from the Programmed Works Officer at Housing Services, EDDC, to say that he has approached Aylesbeare’s two Ward Councillors, asking for their observations,  and suggesting licensing the area of Housing Land that lies below the recreation field as amenity land. Aylesbeare Parish Council has no other suitable land to meet these requests. The tenure and use of this area would be clearly stated in any licence agreement with a 3 month termination clause on either side. Should the land be allowed to be used as allotments then the tenuous nature of the arrangement would need to be conveyed to any prospective allotment holders. This land would not be large enough for all those that have applied.
Resolved: 
 To write to all the applicants to explain the position so far.
15.
Possible development of a quarry at Straitgate Farm, near Ottery St Mary
Parishioners’ concerns with issues associated with the possibility of this development were considered.  
District Cllr A V Howard declared an interest and took no part in the debate.
DCC has launched a consultation, which runs until 30 April, to explore sites for sand and gravel extraction. A list of 20 options has been narrowed down to two (a) an 80 – 100 acre site near Straitgate Farm, Barrack Road, Ottery St Mary and (b) an existing site at Penslade to the north of Uffculme.  A Campaign Group has been set up regarding the possibility of quarrying near Ottery St Mary. It is felt that the mothballed site at Uffculme would be the better choice as it is already in place.  There is no justification for opening a further quarry at Straitgate; far more people would be negatively affected.

Resolved:  
To respond to the consultation, with a letter to Devon County Cllr Mrs 
C Channon, to express the concerns of the Parish Council. There are 
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objections on the grounds of increased traffic on an already overused 
B road which was not designed for 42T lorries; the surface of the 
roads and adjacent banks are being destroyed; further traffic crossing 
an already busy junction at the Halfway Inn; dust and fumes affecting 
those in the parish who live on the road which will be used to convey 
the aggregate from Ottery St Mary to Blackhill Quarry for treatment.                                           
16.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

To consider the presentation of mugs to the youngsters of the parish

Resolved:  
In the light of no volunteers coming forward the Clerk would ask Mrs 

Tansi Ash whether the Youth Group and Toddler Group would like to 

be involved in the organisation of a tea party.
17.
Local Reports

Recreation Area

It is being considered whether to level the playing field.  The matter will be put to the May agenda for consideration when more details are to hand. The playground inspection has taken place with nothing detrimental to report. Written quotations for the fence repair still to be obtained for consideration.

Footpaths
Cllr N Finegan mentioned the muddy surface on footpath 9 which runs from the Halfway Inn to Harp Lane.  The Chair has already mentioned this to DCC but would repeat the concerns. Mr Neil Lindup advised that there is a finger post missing by the kissing gate on footpath 1 and a stile has a rail missing. 
18.
Correspondence Received

St John Ambulance: Defibrillators
Village Green: Spring 2012 

Clerks & Councils Direct: March 2012

19.       Dates of next meetings

Annual Parish Meeting: Monday 16 April 2012 at 7pm

Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council: Wednesday 2 May 2012 at 7.30pm


Parish Council Meeting on the rising of the Annual General Meeting   
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.






………………………………………….






Chairman






………………………………………….






Date
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