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1- Demographic Data


2- Geographical Data


3- Historical Background



a- Summary



b- 1950s – 1978 “The Kenyatta Period”



c- 1978-… “The Moi period”



d- The 2002 elections

Country name: Republic of Kenya 

Capital: Nairobi

1- Demographic Data

Area (sq. km) 





582,650 

Population (millions) 



30.34 

Population per sq. km 



53.30 

Population growth % 



1.53 

Population under 15 years 


43.00 %

Population aged 15-64 years 


54.00 %

Population over 65 years 


3.00 %

Men per 100 women 



101.00 

Life expectancy (men) 



46.95 

Life expectancy (women) 


49.04 

Languages 





English (official), Swahili (official), numerous local languages 

Ethnic diversity 




Kikuyu 22%, Luhya 14%, Luo 13%, Kalenjin 12%, Kamba 11%, Kisii 6%, Meru 6%, other African 15%, non-African (Asian, European and Arab) 1% 

Religions 






Protestant (including Anglican) 38%, Roman Catholic 28%, indigenous beliefs 26%, Muslim 6%, other 2% 

Literacy rate 





78.10 %

Currency 






1 Kenyan shilling (KSh) = 100 cents 

Net migration rate




1.48 migrant(s)/1,000 population 

note: according to UNHCR, by the end of 2001 Kenya was host to 220,000 refugees from neighbouring countries, including: Somalia 145,000 and Sudan 68,000 (2002 est.) 

HIV/AIDS (adult prevalence rate)

13.5% (2001 est.) + people living 








with HIV/AIDS: 2.2 million
2- Geographical Data
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Location: 





Eastern Africa, bordering the Indian Ocean, between Somalia and Tanzania 

Geographic coordinates 

1 00 N, 38 00 E 

Area total: 



582,650 sq. km 

water: 




13,400 sq. km 

land: 




569,250 sq. km 

Land boundaries total: 

3,477 km 

Coastline 




536 km

border countries: 


Ethiopia 861 km, Somalia 682 km, Sudan 232 km, Tanzania 769 km, Uganda 933 km 

Land use

arable land: 



7% 

permanent crops: 


1% 

other: 




92% (1998 est.) 

Irrigated land: 


670 sq. km (1998 est.) 

Geography – note


The Kenyan Highlands comprise one of the most successful agricultural production regions in Africa; glaciers are found on Mount Kenya, Africa's second highest peak; unique physiography supports abundant and varied wildlife of scientific and economic value 

Regional Administration:

Seven provinces and one area*: Central, Coast, Eastern, Nairobi Area*, North-Eastern, Nyanza, Rift Valley, Western

The country is divided into 63 rural districts, each of which is run by a commissioner appointed by the President. These districts are grouped together to form the 7 provinces mentioned above. The capital, Nairobi, has special status. The government administers all the districts, the provinces and the capital. The provincial commissioners are responsible for education, health and transport, while the provincial councils are responsible for the public services funded by local taxes and State aid.

3- Historical Background

a- Summary

Kenya achieved political independence from British rule on 12th December 1963 and a year later, on 12th December 1964, became a fully-fledged Republic. Founding president and liberation struggle icon Jomo KENYATTA led Kenya from independence until his death in 1978, when current President Daniel Toroitich arap MOI took power in a constitutional succession. The country was a de facto one-party state from 1969 until 1982 when the ruling Kenya African National Union (KANU) made itself the sole legal party in Kenya. 

In 1991, MOI acceded to internal and external pressure for political liberalisation. The ethnically fractured opposition failed to dislodge KANU from power in elections in 1992 and 1997, which were marred by violence and fraud, but are viewed as having generally reflected the will of the Kenyan people. President MOI is constitutionally required to step down at the next election that has to be held on 27 December 2002.

Although Kenya has been for a long time considered as an African success story, the last decade has brought with it difficult economic and political challenges, along with violence and corruption. The presence of refugees from Somalia, Sudan, and Ethiopia has placed a heavy burden on the government. In the run up to the 2002 elections the country is in the process of a comprehensive review of its constitution. The 2002 elections will be crucial in the country’s progress to democracy.

b- 1950s – 1978 “The Kenyatta Period”

The determination of the UK to retain control of Kenya and the continued denial of African rights set off a violent reaction during the “Mau Mau emergency” in the 1950s. The Kikuyu-led insurrection was suppressed, and Jomo Kenyatta
 and other African leaders suspected of complicity in Mau Mau were imprisoned. In 1960 the campaign for majority rule within the framework of the colonial regime succeeded in submerging ethnic differences among Africans and in winning the recognition of the British authorities. 

In 1961 the British government set Kenya on a course that led to majority rule and, at the end of 1963, to full independence within the Commonwealth. The next year Kenya became a republic under a unitary form of government headed by Kenyatta as its first president, and the principal political parties voluntarily merged under his leadership in the Kenya African National Union (KANU). Radical dissidents and ethnic interest groups fearful of Kikuyu domination followed Oginga Odinga out of KANU during an interlude in the late 1960s, but the rival political movement that they formed was banned in 1969, and Kenya reverted in practice to being a one-party state. 

As in other post-colonial African countries, Kenya's white settlers had enjoyed government representation and support far out of proportion to their numbers before the country became independent in 1963. After Independence, Kenya's first government proved moderate and instituted a plan for land distribution with the government purchasing European-owned farms and settling landless Africans on them. During the first ten years of independence, approximately 150,000 formerly landless people were given 259,000 hectares (approximately 640,000 acres) of land. Later, a program of "Kenyanization" of government and the economy was instituted, gradually forcing the departure of most of the country's European and some of the Asian population.

Ethnic antagonisms remained the principal stumbling block to national unity, but Kenyatta's firm, paternalistic rule nonetheless provided the country with a substantial degree of stability during the first decade and a half of Kenya's independent existence. Although the Mzee-the "Old Man," as Kenyatta was familiarly known-held tightly to the reins of power, Kenya maintained basically democratic institutions. Parliamentary debate was sharp and frequently questioned government policies, elections were vigorously contested by rival candidates within KANU, and the press was relatively free in its reporting and commentary. Operated by an African entrepreneurial elite with close ties to the political elite, the Kenyan economy developed along capitalist lines, emphasising rapid growth and modern production methods. The favourable orientation of the economy and stable political conditions inspired a confidence in the country's future that encouraged investment. Political opposition, however, focused on substantial inequities in distribution, particularly of farmland, as well as on official corruption. 

As ageing Kenyatta became more withdrawn from the everyday conduct of government, decision making was deferred more and more to members of the inner circle of advisers and officials who surrounded him. Rival personalities and factions within KANU manoeuvred for position in anticipation of the end of the Kenyatta era. When the Mzee died in office in August 1978, he was succeeded by his vice president and heir apparent, Daniel arap Moi, in an orderly transition of power. 

c- 1978-… “The Moi period”

Moi's rule was characterised by a more autocratic way of exercising power. Indeed, throughout the 1980s, Moi consolidated power of the presidency and continued to conduct periodic purges of his administration. Moi promoted the Africanization of industry by placing limits on foreign ownership and by extending credit to African investors. Domestically, he rejected demands for democratisation and suppressed opposition. 

In June 1982, with economic conditions worsening, rumours of a coup led Moi to dismantle the air force and order the imprisonment of those suspected of involvement. The same year, the National Assembly amended the constitution, making Kenya officially a one-party state, and contrived to monopolise political power in the hands of Moi.

Rioting erupted in 1988, after several outspoken proponents of a multiparty democracy were arrested. In 1991, bowing to pressure at home and abroad (particularly from its Western aid donors), President Moi was forced to adopt more democratic procedures and the legislature passed a constitutional amendment legalising multiparty democracy.

Since 1991 two parliamentary and presidential elections have taken place, on 29 December 1992 and 29 December 1997.

Elections of 29 December 1992

The first multiparty elections in 26 years were held on the 29 of December 1992.

The main opposition movement, the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy (FORD) seemed to seriously threat Moi’s hold on power before ethnic tensions led to a split of the Party. The two factions, FORD-Kenya, led by ex-Vice President Oginga Odinga (Luo) (and then Michael Wamalwa Kijana), and FORD-Asili, headed by former cabinet minister Kenneth Matiba (Kikuyu) contested the elections as separate parties. Although both had natural constituencies in the large Luo and Kikuyu tribes which had been alienated by the Kalenjin-dominated Moi government, the split proved fatal for the opposition. 

The KANU party won an absolute majority in the National Assembly seats and Moi came out on top of the simultaneous presidential poll with 36 per cent of the vote against 26 % for Matiba of Ford-A, 19% for Mwai Kibati (DP) and 17 % for Raila Odinga (Ford K). As regards the Assembly, KANU won 100 seats, thereby obtaining an absolute majority. 

Despite a reasonably solid mandate, the Moi government continued to react ferociously to opposition. Among his targets were the Safina
 political movement established by the renowned anthropologist Richard Leakey. Although Safina made little headway, Leakey’s standing was sufficient for him to be appointed head of the Civil Service a few years later. The Government’s reaction to Safina, and along with financial mismanagement and corruption led to the suspension of some Western aid to Kenya. The burden of a massive external debt and pervasive corruption have since hampered Kenya’s attempts to regain western support. 

Elections of 29 December 1997

Despite widespread allegations of vote rigging and intimidation of opposition candidates, Moi once again won the elections with a little over 40% of the votes. Although he promised to rid the government of corruption there were strong allegations of manipulations and many political observers were describing the country as resigned to waiting until the day when Moi will have no alternative but to retire gracefully. 

The results were as follows: 

Presidency: 
(five year term)









%

Daniel Toroitich arap Moi (Kenya African National Union)




40,1%

Mwai Kibaki (democratic Party)








31,1%

Raila Odinga (National Development Party)






10,9%

MK Wamalwa (Forum for the restoration of democracy-Kenya



8,1%

Charity Kaluki Ngilu (Social Democratic Party)






7,7%

Parliament: (224 members, 210 members elected for a five year term in single seat 

constituencies, 12 members appointed and 2 ex officio members)

Kenya African National Union (Authoritarian)



KANU
108+6

Democratic Party (Centrist)






DP


39 + 2

National Development Party (centrist)




NDP


21+1

Forum for the restoration of Democracy Kenya (liberal)


Ford-K
17+1

Social Democratic Party (Social Democratic)



SDP


15+1

Safina (Centrist)








Safina

4 + 1

Forum for the restoration of democracy People (centrist)

Ford-P
3

Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-Asili (centrist)

Ford A
1

During these elections Kenya was struggling with problems including major floods, cholera and malaria epidemics and ethnic fighting. The summer of 1999 marked the beginning of a long drought that continued into 2000. In August 1998 terrorists bombed the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, killing over 250 people (219 in Nairobi) and injuring more than 5000. A suicide attack on the 29 November 2002 against an Israeli-owned resort hotel near Mombasa in which at least 15 people were killed and dozens injured confirmed Kenya's vulnerability to increased social and political turmoil.

d- The 2002 elections

Since the end of the one party rule in Kenya, election years have been routinely characterised by political violence. In June 2002 the US based group Human Rights Watch released a 119-page report
 highlighting politically instigated armed violence on Kenya’s coast during the last general election cycle in 1997. According to this report, for years Kenya has been a conduit for arms shipments destined to nearby areas of violent conflict, and more recently the flood of weapons has spilled back into Kenya itself making resort to violence more likely and more deadly. Since 1992, more than a hundred people were killed and some 100,000 displaced, bringing to 400,000 the number displaced as a result of political violence.

In the last two elections, in 1992 and 1997, the opposition and other impartial observers have felt that the playing field was heavily titled in favour of KANU. Despite manipulation of elections, what is absolutely clear is that the ruling party and President Moi remained in power through the elections in 1992 and 1997 mainly thanks to the opposition’s divisions. Indeed, in these two elections, more people voted against President Moi than for him: In 1992 Moi won the presidential election with just 36.8% of the vote, the remaining votes being spread across seven opposition candidates. In 1997 more than 60% of the electorate again voted against Moi, who won thanks to the presence of nine rivals in the poll. 

In 2002 everything will depend on the capacity of opposition parties to build a credible unity. A smooth transition of power has been earmarked as crucial for the country’s progress on the path to democracy.

One month before the elections slated for 27 December 2002, Kenya has lived through an upsurge of political violence. Much of the violence has been attributed to reports of nomination malpractice, which include allegations of vote buying and bribing. Much of the violence has been reported in areas which had earlier been identified as hot spots, notably in western Kenya, Nyanza Province and parts of Nairobi, the capital.

In this context, the EU has been invited by the Kenyan Foreign Minister, H.E. Marsden Madoka to send observers for the elections. An exploratory mission led by the Commission visited Kenya in September. The EOM started its activity with the arrival of a core team of 9 experts in Nairobi on 26 November, 20 Long Term Observers (LTOs) will join the mission to be deployed throughout the country to follow the elections campaign and administrative preparations for elections. Closer to election day, on 22 December, a further contingent of about 100 Short Term Observers (STOs) will join the mission to follow the last phase of the campaign, the poll, the count and the aggregation of results. External Relations Commissioner Christopher Patten has appointed Anders Wijkman MEP as Chief Observer. The deployment of the EOM is a concrete expression of EU's efforts to support the consolidation of democracy in Kenya. The Commission funding decision for € 1.8m was adopted on 22 November 2002. 

II- ETHNIC DIVERSITY IN KENYA

Kenya’s ethnic diversity has produced a vibrant culture, but is also a source of conflict. Indeed in recent years Kenya has seen violent ethnic conflicts revolving around the question of the organisation of territory and the division of national resources between the various communities and regions. Elections in Kenya are traditionally predetermined by the candidates’ ethnicity as much as by their ideologies or policies, and therefore much depends on the candidates capacity to build coalitions with other ethnic groups. There are growing fears that the ethnic violence which marred the multi-party polls in 1992 and 1997 may again break out in the run-up to voting.

There are over 70 distinct ethnic groups in Kenya, ranging in size from about seven million Kikuyu to about 500 El Molo who live on the shore of Lake Turkana. Kenya's ethnic groups can be divided into three broad linguistic groups; Bantu, Nilotic and Cushite. While no ethnic group constitutes a majority of Kenya's citizens, the largest ethnic group, the Kikuyu, makes up only 20% of the nation's total population, The five largest - Kikuyu, Luo, Luhya, Kamba and Kalenjin- account for 70%. 97.58% of Kenya's citizens are affiliated with its 32 major indigenous groups. Of these, the Kikuyu, who were most actively involved in the independence and Mau Mau movements, are disproportionately represented in public life, government, business and the professions. The Luo people are mainly traders and artisans. The Kamba are well-represented in defence and law enforcement. The Kalenjin are mainly farmers (President Moi is a Kalenjin from the Rift Valley) Interethnic rivalries and resentment over Kikuyu dominance in politics and commerce has hindered national integration
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group 


% 


language 


area 


Kikuyu 


20.12 

Bantu 


Central 

Luo


13.91 

Nilotic 


Nyanza 

Luhya 


13.28 

Bantu 


Western 

Kamba 


10.95 

Bantu 


Eastern 

Kalenjin 


10.88 

Paranilotic 


Rift Valley 

Kisii 


6.41 


Bantu 


Nyanza 

Meru 


5.07 


Bantu 


Eastern 

Mijikenda 

4.76

 
Bantu 


Coast 

Somali 


2.29 


Cushitic 


Northeastern 

Turkana 


1.86 


Paranilotic 


Rift Valley 

Masai 


1.42 


Paranilotic 


Rift Valley 

Embu 


1.08 


Bantu 


Eastern 

Taita 


1.00 


Bantu 


Coast

III- PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND POLITICAL LIFE




1- Institutions



2- Political Parties



3- Presidential candidates to the elections



4- Primaries to the Parliamentary elections.



5- Constitutional review

1- Institutions

The executive comprises the President, Vice-President and Cabinet. 

Presidency
The president is elected by popular vote from among the members of the National Assembly for a five-year term (with two maximum terms). In addition to receiving the largest number of votes in absolute terms, the presidential candidate must also win 25% or more of the vote in at least five of Kenya's seven provinces and one area to avoid a run-off. 

According to the terms of the Constitution, the President is both Head of State and of government and he also controls the administration. He is commander in chief of the army and has wide-ranging prerogatives with regard to maintaining order. Candidates at the presidential election must be of Kenyan nationality, at least 35 years old and registered as an elector in a constituency.

Vice Presidency

The President is assisted in his functions by a Vice President, whom he appoints from among the elected members of the Assembly

The present vice president is the Transport and Communications Minister Musalia Mudavadi who replaced the long serving George Saitoti who was dismissed in August 2002 for opposing President’s Moi’s choice of Uhuru Kenyatta
 as successor.

Government

The President is head of government and the cabinet is appointed by the president. 

Parliament

The legislature consists of the unicameral National Assembly (Bunge). After changes in 1997, there are now 224 members of the National Assembly, which consists of the attorney general and the speaker, 210 elected members and 12 members that are appointed by the president in proportion to the parliamentary total vote of political parties. The term for members of parliament is five years.

Parliament has been dissolved by President Moi in anticipation of the coming elections. The Speaker of the Parliament is Francis K.X. Olé-Kaparo, elected in 1997 in a secret ballot by two thirds of the members of Parliament, excluding non-elected members

General appreciation: 

Even if Kenya has officially been a multiparty parliamentary democracy since 1991, it is generally considered that true democracy has yet to flourish. Indeed, the robustness of the system is weakened by the delay of further meaningful political reform. The system is tilted in favour of maintaining the Moi government and in several respects democracy is imperfect: 

- The timing of elections is believed by some to be designed to minimise the number of opposition voters. Elections are held on 29 December, perhaps the day most unlikely to provide a high voter turnout. For example, migrant workers who are registered to vote at their place of work rather than at home return home over the festive season. 

- In the presidential election, the winner does need to obtain more than a simple majority of the votes cast. The winner must win at least a quarter of the votes in at least five out of eight of Kenya's provinces. Introduced prior to the 1992 election, this formula means that a candidate from a minority tribe can win even though he does not gain a majority, as long as he can forge an alliance with minority groups in different parts of the country. 

- The Electoral Commission of Kenya- the body charged with supervising elections- is not perceived as really independent of the executive. In 1992 the ECK was composed entirely of members appointed by the executive. The composition only marginally improved during the 1997 elections following the expansion of the ECK to 22 commissioners, including 10 new members representing the Opposition. Also, if all the 22 members of the commission have security of tenure during the five-year period
, the commission's district election co-ordinators, the ECK's eyes on the ground, do not enjoy security of tenure and are not sufficiently shielded from political manoeuvres at the grassroots.

· Some contentious issues are linked directly to the voting registration process, in particular:


The difficulty in obtaining an ID card or a Kenyan passport (one of which is required in order to be able to vote), especially for people who live in remote areas and rural villages.


The electoral roll is updated periodically. The deadline for registering for the forthcoming elections was 22 March  2002.  People who missed the deadline will not be on the electoral register.


The electoral register only comprises 10.5 million voters though there are an estimated 15.3 million people in Kenya who should be eligible to vote (above 18 years of age). This problem is aggravated by the fact that the authorities are frequently not notified when people die. Hence an estimated one million people whose names appear on the electoral register may well be dead. It therefore can be concluded that out of the 15.3 million people who should be able to vote, only some 9 or 9.5  million will be able to do so (approximately 60 %).


There have been allegations of widescale buying of voting cards so as to neutralise voters (especially poor voters) on polling day
. This information is not proven but merits careful  examination.
2- Political Parties

Since 1991 when a constitutional amendment authorised the creation of opposition parties, there has been a proliferation of political parties. There are at present 40 political parties registered in Kenya. 

The leading parties are:

- KANU: Kenya African National Union – authoritarian led by President Daniel Arap Moi

114 seats in Parliament

- DP: Democratic Party– centrist party run by Mwai Kibaki

41 seats in Parliament

- NDP: National Development Party led by Raila Odinga

22 seats in Parliament
- FORD-K: Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-Kenya – liberal party led by Michael Wamalwa

18 seats in Parliament

- SDP: Social Democratic Party - social-democratic party led by Charity Ngilu

16 seats in Parliament

- SA: Safina – centrist party led by Richard Leakey

5 seats in Parliament

- FORD-P: Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-People – centrist party run by Kimana Wa Nyoike

3 seats in Parliament

- FORD-A: Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-Asili – centrist party headed by Martin Shikilu

1 seat in Parliament

- Muungano wa Mageuzi: Alliance for Change. 

- NPK: National Party of Kenya 

The NPK was formed by former SDP presidential hopeful Charity Ngilu, one of Kenya's most high-profile female politicians in June 2001, in time for the 2002 general elections. 

Focus on the two main parties; the National Rainbow Coalition and the KANU

The main parties in the 2002 elections will be KANU and the NARC (National Rainbow Coalition). 

- The National Rainbow Coalition

In a bid to challenge KANU in the December 2002 general elections, a new super alliance, bringing together the Rainbow Alliance - the dissident KANU members who quit the party in protest over outgoing President Daniel arap Moi's succession plans - with the country's leading opposition parties, was formed in October 2002. 

Called the National Rainbow Coalition (NARC), the new alliance unites the Rainbow Alliance with two multiparty coalitions, the National Alliance Party of Kenya (NAK) and the Kenya People's Coalition (KPC). 

- The NAK, formally launched in July 2002, is composed of five parties - the DP, the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-Kenya (FORD-K), the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-Asili (FORD-A), the National Party of Kenya (NPK) and the unregistered Saba Saba-Asili party - and two reform groups - the Progressive People's Forum and a group headed by Professor Kivutha Kibwana of the National Convention Executive Council. Several other minor parties have also joined the alliance since its formation, bringing the total number of parties to 14. 

- The KPC, which also brings together a number of small parties, is led by former KANU minister and opposition Forum for the Restoration of Democracy-People (FORD-P) leader, Simeon Nyachae. 

Mwai Kibaki, 71-year old former vice president, was chosen as the presidential candidate for the National Rainbow Coalition (Narc). 

KANU
The issue of who is going to succeed to Moi when he steps down after the December 2002 general elections has been dominating all other issues in the Party. 

President Moi has put forward 41-year-old Local Government Minister Uhuru Kenyatta, who was then chosen by the KANU party as its presidential candidate. President Moi ‘s backing of Uhuru Kenyatta, son of founding president Jomo Kenyatta, is generally understood to be a tactic by the president to retain strong influence over Kenya's political life and enjoy a peaceful and prestigious retirement by choosing a successor that can be manipulated. President Moi himself has described Uhuru Kenyatta as a "young man that can be guided". 

President Moi's choice of successor created serious dissension in KANU. Six ministers resigned and three other senior member of KANU declared their intention to run for presidency against his preferred successor
. A faction joined the Rainbow Alliance to oppose President Moi's succession plans. According to his opponents, Uhuru Kenyatta was brought in to protect a corrupt elite which fears prosecution under a new government. 

3- Presidential candidates to the elections

Of the five candidates, the three most important are - Uhuru Kenyatta of the ruling party KANU, Mwai Kibaki of the main opposition coalition, NARC, and Simeon Nyachae of the opposition party Ford People. The two others are James Orengo of the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and David Waweru Nge'the of the Chama Cha Umma, (Party of the People) 

- Uhuru Kenyatta, KANU's candidate, is one of the fastest rising stars in the Kenyan political scene, having risen from relative obscurity to become KANU's president in waiting after just two years in parliament. Kenyatta only entered parliament in 2001 as a nominated candidate, having failed to win his late father's former parliamentary seat four years earlier. Once in parliament, Kenyatta was fast-tracked by Moi, who appointed him as local government minister in November 2001, barely one month after he entered parliament and before he even made his maiden speech. He was also named as one of the four KANU vice-chairmen in March 2002, followed by his subsequent and controversial nomination as the party's candidate for the presidency.

Mwai Kibaki, the opposition NARC candidate, a Kikuyu and LSE first class honours graduate, was finance minister throughout the 1970s and vice president for much of the 1980s, serving under the country's first president, Jomo Kenyatta, and then under President Moi. Mr Kibaki founded the Democratic Party in 1991 after leaving KANU. He came third in the first multiparty elections in 1992, and then came a close second to President Moi in the 1997 polls out of 15 candidates. He faces two main challenges if he is to end almost 40 years of uninterrupted rule by KANU. He needs to keep the opposition alliance together, avoiding splitting their vote along tribal lines. He also needs to be on guard against state orchestrated violence, which a recent judicial investigation found had taken place in the past two campaigns
.Mr Kibaki was hurt in a car accident on 3 December 2002. However his injuries are not reported to be life threatening and the accident does not appear to have been criminally motivated.  He is maintaining his candidature. 

- Simeon Nyachae of the opposition party Ford People comes from Kisii in western Kenya where he enjoys huge support in his homeland. Former senior civil servant, MP and cabinet minister, he retired from the civil service in 1987, became a Member of Parliament in 1992 - a political feat that paved his way back into the Moi cabinet, landing the agriculture portfolio. He was appointed to the ministry of finance in 1998 but quit the government a year later when he was transferred to what he felt was the less prominent ministry of industry. 

- James Orengo of the Social Democratic Party (SDP). Seen as a long-time opposition activist and a household name. His political career as a protest politician stretches back two decades - back to his university days organising student strikes and street demonstrations. His fearless non-conformist stance led to a split with other opposition leaders - notably Raila Odinga, who hails from the same ethnic group as Mr Orengo: the Luo.

- David Waweru Nge'the of the Chama Cha Umma. A 56-year-old Kikuyu, he is a nonentity in national politics. He entered parliament in 1981 following a by-election after the High Court nullified the Kandara election in central Kenya. His parliamentary stint ended in 1983 but he was in the headlines when he joined the presidential race in 1997 - and lost badly. In his latest campaign, Mr Nge'the has described the three leading parties as neo-colonialist - saying they serve the interests of western countries. Mr Nge'the has been shunned by the media and the other four candidates. There is no sign of his posters anywhere and he is yet to address a public rally. 
4- Primaries to the Parliamentary elections.

The process by political parties to nominate parliamentary candidates for elections had a troubled start. The process of selecting candidates was controversial in both KANU and the NARC alliance with deaths, shootings and allegations of fraud and even abduction due to the intense competition for seats. There were many clashes between rival groups, political beatings and electoral irregularities.

There has been several logistic problems, particularly in the NARC primaries where it appears that there were difficulties transporting election material to voting centres and in operating the polling stations set up at chief's centres countrywide.

5- Constitutional review

The Kenya Constitutional Review Commission (KCRC), a 29-member organ appointed by parliament and the president in 2002, published its draft constitution in September 2002. The new edict - which proposes to dilute the powers of the head of state by appointing an executive prime minister and creating a two-chamber parliament, as well as forming a more independent and effective judiciary - has been welcomed by the public but criticised by the executive and judicial branches of government. The draft bill is expected to be fiercely debated and will be a priority for the new parliament.

President's Moi's opinion to the Constitutional review is quite clear. Indeed, when the President dissolved parliament on 25 October he subsequently declared that he was disbanding the Constitution of Kenya Review Commission (CKRC), which confirmed his hostility to the constitutional review. He declared that the contents of the draft constitution that the commission had compiled in September did not reflect the views of Kenyans, but those of the opposition. He stated that a new commission, "headed by a Kenyan", would be set up soon after the elections, thereby implying that the current CKRC chairman, Yash Pal Ghai, a Kenyan of Asian origin, was a foreigner.

Some analysts argue that Moi's opposition to the review commission and its chairman reflects his reluctance to countenance a new constitution which might trim the sweeping executive powers he currently enjoys. They argue that although he is retiring, Moi still needs the old constitution in place to enable him to rule by proxy after the end of his term through the intermediary of Uhuru Kenyatta, his designed successor.

IV- ECONOMIC SITUATION




1- Overview



2- Basic Data



3- Significant sectors


1- Overview

Kenya is considered as one of the more sizeable and developed economies in Africa. Nevertheless, even if Kenya remains a regional hub for trade and finance in East Africa, growth and development have slowed substantially over the last few years as economic policies have become increasingly inflexible and intransigent, and external creditor relations strained. 

Following strong economic growth in 1995 and 1996, Kenya's economy has stagnated, with GDP growth failing to keep up with the rate of population growth. In 1997, the IMF suspended Kenya's Enhanced Structural Adjustment Program due to the government's failure to maintain reforms and curb corruption. A severe drought from 1999 to 2000 compounded Kenya's problems, causing water and energy rationing and reducing agricultural output. As a result, GDP contracted by 0.3% in 2000. The IMF, which had resumed loans in 2000 to help Kenya through the drought, again halted lending in 2001 when the government failed to institute several anticorruption measures. Despite the return of strong rains in 2001, weak commodity prices, endemic corruption, and low investment limited Kenya's economic growth to 1%, and Kenya is unlikely to see growth above 2% in 2002. Substantial IMF and other foreign support is essential to prevent a further decline in real per capita output. 

The general decline in economic activity reflects reduced investment in domestic production, attributed mainly to the following factors: 

· poor infrastructure, particularly roads and telecommunications facilities; 

· the high cost of credit; 

· a prolonged lull in business confidence following the IMF's suspended aid disbursements;

· poor agricultural weather; 

· security concerns by both domestic and foreign investors; 

· inefficient government operations

2- Basic Data

GDP: purchasing power parity - $31 billion (2001 est.) 

GDP - real growth rate:1% (2001 est.) 

GDP - per capita: purchasing power parity - $1,000 (2001 est.) 

GDP - composition by sector:



agriculture: 24% 



industry: 13% 



services: 63% (2000 est.) 

Population below poverty line: 50% (2000 est.) 

Inflation rate (consumer prices): 3.3% (2001 est.) 

Labour force: 10 million (2001 est.) 

Labour force - by occupation: agriculture 75%-80% 

Unemployment rate: 40% (2001 est.) 

Budget:

revenues: $2.91 billion 



expenditures: $2.97 billion, including capital expenditures of $NA (2000 est.) 

Industries: small-scale consumer goods (plastic, furniture, batteries, textiles, soap, cigarettes, flour), agricultural products processing; oil refining, cement; tourism 

Agriculture - products: coffee, tea, corn, wheat, sugarcane, fruit, vegetables; dairy products, beef, pork, poultry, eggs 

Exports - commodities: tea (22%) , coffee (20 %), horticultural products (8%), petroleum products (4%), fish, cement 

Exports - partners: UK 13.5%, Tanzania 12.5%, Uganda 12.0%, Germany 5.5% (2000) 

Imports - commodities: machinery and transportation equipment, petroleum products, motor vehicles, iron and steel, resins and plastics 

Imports - partners: UK 12%, UAE 9.8%, Japan 6.5%, India 4.4% (2000) 

Currency: Kenyan shilling (KES) 

3- Significant sectors

· Agriculture

Agriculture remains the mainstay of the Kenyan economy. It contributes some 25% of the country's GDP and employs about 70% of the labour force. The most important crop is maize 

The two most important commodities in the Kenyan economy are tea and coffee. The performance of the two sectors has, however, been severely affected by drought and declining prices.

· Manufacturing

Industry is a relatively small, but vital, component of the economy. Kenya is the most industrialised country in eastern and central Africa, and it is through the development of the processing of raw materials that the government plans to make the economy grow.

· Tourism

Tourism, a 'hidden export', is the most important aspect of the economy. Combined with associated service industries, tourism generated some 54% of the country's GDP in 1997.

V-  EU RELATIONS


1- Overview



2- Bilateral relations under the Lome Convention



3- Relations with other International Actors

1- Overview

The EC is a major co operation partner in Kenya with annual EC contributions financing over 10 % of the Government of Kenya’s annual development budget. The European Community and Member States together account for around 50 % of annual aid flows to Kenya.

Kenya-EC co-operation is concentrated on the following areas: Productive Sector Strengthening, Public Sector Reform, Institutional Capacity development and Governance Support, Poverty Reduction, Private Sector, Tourism and Trade.

The Commission has a good relationship with the Kenyan administration despite persistent problems in the co-operation area. Projects and programmes experience difficulties such as procedural complications and non-respect of preliminary/related conditions. These problems combined with a difficult dialogue have led to delays in the approval of a consensual CSP. This state of play has nevertheless improved recently and a draft CSP focussing on Transport and Rural Development has been prepared. The CSP should be discussed at the EDF Committee in the beginning of 2003.

Political dialogue with the EU has improved with regular meetings between EU Troïka and different political entities in Kenya. Furthermore the EU has been invited to send observers for the 27 December elections. An exploratory mission led by the Commission visited Kenya in September and the deployment of EU observers from mid-November is being prepared (see Part II / Section 3 / d Part)

In trade related areas, EU is a very important partner for Kenya (31% of imports, 35% of exports). In line with WTO guidelines, the end of non-reciprocal trade preferences in 2008 will need specific EPA negotiations. Despite this important issue, the real challenge for Kenya is more likely to be non-tariff barriers such as standards, regulations, SPS, etc.

2- Bilateral relations under the Lome Convention

Since Lome III some 750 M € of grants have been allocated to Kenya (EDF instruments including NIP, SAF and Stabex; Commission budget lines)  

For its programmable aid (NIP), Kenya received €135M under 6EDF and €140M under 7 EDF. Of these sums, some 71% and 96% respectively have been committed and payments amount to 72% and 47% respectively. The indicative amount allocated for 8 EDF was, initially, €161M focussing on strengthening the productive sector (50%) and the social sectors (30%). The 1999 mid-term review of the use of 8 EDF found that Kenya had not performed satisfactorily. This led to an adjustment of the initial allocation to 136.85 M €.

In parallel, some 205 M € were allocated under the Stabex facility for the 6th, 7th and 8th EDF, and, following the resumption of aid by the Bretton Woods Institutions in 2000, a package of €24M in structural adjustment aid (SAF) was also approved by the Commission to be used in support of the reform programme. ECHO has also allocated to Kenya an average of 3-4 M € in the past years. Amongst other areas, aid has also been granted to the Regional Programme.

The 8th EDF funds (NIP + SAF) are now practically fully committed (98%). Nevertheless its implementation has been done at a slower pace as sectoral conditions were not always timely met. The same remark applies to Stabex funds where progress in disbursements are slow. 

For the 9th EDF, the allocation for Kenya was 170 M € (A envelope) + 55 M € (B envelope). Focal sectors for co-operation should be transport and rural development. A CSP will be discussed by the EDF Committee in the beginning 2003.

Kenya is also the most important "client" of the EIB in sub-Saharan Africa. At present the bank has a portfolio of some 216 M € in the country of which 62% come from the Banks’ own resources. The balance provides from EDF  (82.9 M €) in the form of risk capital. The Bank works essentially within a "market context" and most of the funding (78%) was directed towards the private sector. 

3- Relations with other International Actors

In addition to EU and the Bretton Woods institutions, the U.S. and Japan are major donors. There is excellent donor coordination in Nairobi on sectoral reforms, notably through the Economic Governance and Democratic Governance Groups, which contain both EU and non-EU donors.

Kenya has had serious difficulties since 1996 with the IMF. Despite some formal, rather slow progress in the form of new legal provisions and legislative initiatives, the Government of Kenya has not been particularly successful in key areas such as privatisation and the fight against corruption.  In July 1997 the Government of Kenya refused to honour commitments made earlier to the IMF on governance reforms. As a result, the IMF suspended lending for 3 years, and the World Bank put a $90-million structural adjustment credit on hold. Although most of the economic reforms put in place in 1993-94 have been maintained, they do not go far enough, and Kenya needed further reforms, particularly in governance, in order to increase GDP growth and combat the poverty that affects the majority of its population.  The Government of Kenya has more recently taken some positive steps on reform, including the establishment in 1999 of the Kenyan Anti-Corruption Authority, as well as measures to improve the transparency of government procurements and reduce the government payroll. In July 2000 the IMF signed a $150 million Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility, and the World Bank followed suit shortly afterwards with a $157 million Economic and Public Sector Reform credit. The Anti-Corruption Authority was, however, declared unconstitutional in December 2000 and other parts of the reform effort faltered in 2001. The IMF and World Bank again suspended their programmes. Various efforts in mid-2002 to restart these programmes were unsuccessful
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� EMBED PBrush  ���








� Kenyatta, Jomo , 1893–1978, African political leader, first president of Kenya (1964–78). A Kikuyu, he was one of the earliest and best-known African nationalist leaders





� In 1995, this new party was launched in an attempt to unite the splintered opposition. The Safina party, founded by Richard Leakey, famed anthropologist, elephant saviour and political activist has been the target of constant harassment by the government.


� The report is entitled ”Playing with fire: Weapons Proliferation, Political Violence and Human Rights in Kenya on Internet  http://www.hrw.org/


� Son of Kenya’s first post-independence leader Jomo Kenyatta


� Can only be removed by Parliament or if the President refuses to renew the term.


� Sums up to 500 shillings have been mentioned


� Kanu secretary-general Raila Odinga, along with former Vice President George Saitoti and Tourism Minister Kalonzo Musyoka, have all been campaigning against Mr Kenyatta and all three started  saying they would stand for nomination before withdrawing to back up Mwai Kibaki’s candidature.





� Mwai Kibaki is backed by leading politicians and especially Pro. Georges Saitoti, Mr Raila Odinga and Mr Kalonzo Musyoka who are the leading members of the Rainbow Alliance.
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