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Working Group Meeting on the Concept of a Commodity Standard

20-24 July 2015

Edinburgh, Scotland, United Kingdom

Local information
Accommodation
Rooms have been reserved by the Scottish Government travel agent (Capita Travel and Events) at the Mercure Hotel for participants for arrival on 18th July and departure on 25th July (7 nights). A special rate has been negotiated for a single room with breakfast for £85 per night. The rate for double occupancy is £95. The reservation will be available until 18th June.
The Mercure Hotel

Princes Street 

Edinburgh 

EH2 2DG

Tel: +44 844/8159017
Email: info@mercureedinburgh.co.uk

Website: http://www.mercureedinburgh.co.uk/ 
Please confirm your accommodation requirements with Capita Travel and Events reservations team (glasgowgroups@expotel.com; or telephone number +44 844 7937411, option 1 (hotel bookings)), quoting block ID: 12851566” or block code: “SCOT180715”. 
In order to guarantee the reservation, you must also contact the hotel directly and provide your credit card details, referring to “block ID: 12851566” or block code: “SCOT180715”. No payment will be taken at that time - payment is on departure. 
It would be helpful if you would also keep Jane Chard (jane.chard@sasa.gsi.gov.uk) informed of your reservation so we can check that the hotel has the final rooming list.
Cancellations can be made up to 18th June without incurring any penalty. However, after the 18th June, you will be responsible for payment for the full amount, so you may wish to consider taking out insurance.
Travel to the hotel from the airport

The Mercure Hotel is situated in the centre of Edinburgh, approximately seven miles from Edinburgh International Airport and about 7 minute walk from Edinburgh Waverley railway terminal.

Airport bus

There is a bus service, Airlink 100, every 10 minutes which costs £4.50 single. Catch it at the airport at bus stop (D) at the domestic arrivals. The journey takes approximately 30 minutes.  http://www.edinburghairport.com/transport-links/buses-and-coaches 
In Edinburgh, the bus stops in the centre at the Waverley Bridge, which is opposite the railway station. From Waverley Bridge, walk up towards the Scott Monument on your left. Continue over the crossing towards the monument. The hotel is between Jenners department store and Marks & Spencer.
Tram

There is also a tram from the airport every 8-12 minutes. Cost per ticket is £5 single. The tram stops close to the hotel on Princes Street (http://www.edinburghairport.com/transport-links/trams).
Taxi

You can also take a taxi from the airport, which will take approximately 25 minutes and will cost approximately £20. 
Train
Trains from London and Glasgow arrive at Waverley station. This is a 7-10 minute walk away. A taxi from the station takes will cost about £6.

Meeting location
The meeting will be held at SASA (Science and Advice for Scottish Agriculture) headquarters, close to Edinburgh airport. 
SASA
Scottish Government

Roddinglaw Road

Edinburgh

EH12 9FJ
Tel: 44 (0)131 244 8890 (reception)

Fax: 44 (0)131 244 8940

Web site: www.sasa.gov.uk  
We will arrange for taxis to leave at 9.15 am on the first morning to get from the hotel to the meeting location. We can make arrangements for sharing of taxis for the rest of the week.
Participants will be able to purchase light lunch (soup/sandwiches/baked potatoes) from the SASA canteen.

Scottish Government will host a dinner during the meeting. We also hope to arrange a short introduction to the work of SASA during the week.
General information
UK Visa

If you need a letter of invitation for a UK visa (https://www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa), please contact Jane Chard (jane.chard@sasa.gsi.gov.uk ).
Weather in Edinburgh

Edinburgh has a cool changeable climate. The average maximum temperatures for July are 18-19oC and 11oC minimum, but hotter or cooler temperatures may be experienced. Rainfall averages 70 mm per month, with 20 days with some rain (57-63% chance of rain). You are therefore advised to bring jumpers, jackets and rain wear!
Currency

The UK uses the pound rather than the Euro, although some places may accept them. You can exchange money at the airport and a number of outlets in the city centre.

Electricity - plugs

The UK uses a three pin rectangular blade plug (13-amp plug), rather than European two pin plugs. See: http://electricaloutlet.org/type-g. 
Social arrangements

We would also be able to arrange a visit one evening, for example a tour of the historic underground area in Edinburgh (Mary King’s Close), if delegates are interested. 
Restaurants and places of interest:

There are many restaurants in Edinburgh and the hotel is centrally placed for a wide range of cuisines (e.g. http://www.list.co.uk/places/restaurants/where:Edinburgh/). There are also lots of places to visit if you will be extending your stay. The following web sites may be useful:

http://www.visitscotland.com/info/towns-villages/edinburgh-p240251 http://www.lonelyplanet.com/scotland/edinburgh 
Local contacts:
Ms Jane Chard

Telephone: +44 131 244 8863

Mobile: +44 7825356030

Email: Jane.chard@sasa.gsi.gov.uk
Ms Janice Elvin

Telephone: +44 131 8896

Email: Janice.elvin@sasa.gsi.gov.uk
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