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Local information for participants
EXPERT WORKING GROUP MEETING on 
International movement of cut flowers and branches (2008-005)
16-20 June 2014

Arusha, Tanzania
The meeting

The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) meeting of the Expert Working Group (EWG) on the International Movement of Cut Flowers and Branches (2008-005) will take place from 16 to 20 June 2014 in Arusha, Tanzania. This meeting will be hosted by United Republic of Tanzania Plant Protection Organization and organized by Tanzania Horticultural Association (TAHA).
Location
The meeting will take place at the Mount Meru Hotel (http://mountmeruhotel.com/) situated in Arusha, where most of flowers farms in Tanzania are located. Arusha is the centre of horticultural businesses in Tanzania and the main tourism city of the Northern Circuit of Tanzania. 
The Mount Meru Hotel is located next to the Arusha - Moshi road (part of the famous, great North Road from Cape Town to Cairo), and about 41 Km from Kilimanjaro International Airport and 3 Km from Arusha City Centre (Clock-tower). 

The meeting starts on Monday 16 June at 10:00 (and not 09:00).  The meeting room is “Twiga meeting room”. The daily schedule is 09:00-12:00 and 13:00-17:00. A welcome cocktail/dinner will be offered in the evening on Monday 16 June at 19:00 in the hotel. From 16 – 20 June, daily lunch will be offered for the meeting participants.
A half day field trip to flowers farms in the Arusha area is planned on Wednesday, 18 June in the afternoon to Mount Meru Flowers (http://www.mount-meru-flowers.com/engl/). Details will be announced during the meeting. Please, bring appropriate clothing and shoes for this visit. 

The meeting dress code is casual. See section “Weather and what to pack” for more information on what to pack. 
Arrival and transfer to Hotel
Please send your flight information and other travel plans to Ms Tanja Lahti (Tanja.Lahti@fao.org) and copy Ms Wendeline Lyimo (admin@tanzaniahorticulture.com), Mr Amani Temu (operations@tanzaniahorticulture.com) and Mr David Mchaki (david.felix@tanzaniahorticulture.com). 
Participants should fly to Kilimanjaro International Airport – KIA (IATA code: JRO) for logistics and security reasons; they are requested to arrive in Tanzania on 15th June and to depart on 21st  June, 2014 through KIA. 

As for the transfer from KIA to Mount Meru Hotel, participants are suggested to take a taxi at the airport (cost of 60 USD per person – one way). The Mount Meru Hotel is about 41 Km (approximately 45 minutes ride) from the Kilimanjaro International Airport. For the transfer back to the airport, this can be arranged during the meeting.
Hotel (Mount Meru Hotel)
The stay in Arusha is already arranged for the participants from 15th to 21st June at Mount Meru Hotel (http://www.mountmeruhotel.com/, standard single rooms). The hotel price (including breakfast and dinner) is 130 USD per person per day. Participants should pay the hotel directly at check-out. Please note that this price is especially for this meeting.
Wi-Fi Internet is available to all our guests during the duration of stay free of charge. 

Coffee/tea and light snacks will be provided during the morning and afternoon breaks.

Visa requirements

Visa requirements vary depending on nationality. Detailed information can be obtained from http://embassyoftanzaniarome.info/content/view/35/53/ and further links from there. Please complete your visa application for Tanzania as soon as possible and make sure to apply for the precise dates of your stay in Tanzania. You may consult your local Tanzania Embassy/Consulate for further details.
The Immigration Department accepts visa applications on arrival at the airport. If your country does not have a local Tanzanian Embassy you can apply for visa through the Immigration Department’s office at the Kilimanjaro International Airport. It is advisable to print the immigration forms and bring them with you.
Local contacts

Organizer

Ms. Wendeline Lyimo
Tanzania Horticulture Association
P.O. Box 16520
Arusha, Tanzania
Telephone (mobile): +255 754 434788
Email: admin@tanzaniahorticulture.com 

http://www.tanzaniahorticulture.com 

Organizer

Mr. Amani Temu
Tanzania Horticulture Association
P.O. Box 16520
Arusha, Tanzania
Telephone (mobile): +255 769 958887

Email: operations@tanzaniahorticulture.com 

http://www.tanzaniahorticulture.com

Host (United Republic of Tanzania NPPO)
Mr Cornelius Fabian Mkondo (IPPC Official Contact Point)

Assistant Director - Plant Health Services

Plant Quarantine & Phytosanitary Services 

Ministry of Agriculture Food Security & Co operatives 

Plant Health Services 

Address: Temeke Mandela Road 

P.O.Box 9071 Dar Es Salaam 

United Republic of Tanzania 

Email: corneliusmkondo@yahoo.com 

Telephone: +255 22 2865642  / Fax: +255 22 2865642

Website: http://www.kilimo.go.tz 
Other contacts:

FAO Representation in the United Republic of Tanzania
House H. SIDA
Ali Hassan Mwinyi Road
Ada Estate, DAR ES SALAAM

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2, Dar es Salaam

Telephone:+255-22-2664559

Fax:+255-22-2667286

E-mail: FAO-TZ@fao.org 

Currency and banking

Tanzania’s currency is the Tanzanian Shilling (currency code: TSH, currency symbol: Tsh).
Most hotels offer Forex facilities. Forex facilities remain open at Kilimanjaro International Airport daily from 8:00 a.m. to midnight.

Tanzanian Shilling can be obtained at any Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) located throughout the major cities. However, it is advisable that you exchange your money at your country of origin. Some ATM cards may have limited use in Tanzania. Please contact your bank for more information before departure.
Hotel costs can be paid with major credit cards (American Express, MasterCard, or Visa). 
The most popular Tanzanian Shilling exchange rate is the TSH to USD rate. An average rate is indicated below. 

(As per United Nations rates on 1 February 2014)
1 TSH = 0.00060 USD

1 USD = 1661.00 TSH
Language

The official languages of the Republic of Tanzania are Swahili and English.

Time zone, weather and what to pack
Tanzania is GMT +3 all year-round. Tanazania maintains an almost constant 12 hours of daylight due to the proximity to the Equator line. Sunrise is typically at 6.32 am and sunset at 6:29 pm. Arusha area has a high elevation, about 1,400 metres (4,600 ft).  
Forecasts for June in Arusha predict cool evenings and warm days. The average highest temperature is 28o C and average minimum temperature is 14o C. Please bring appropriate clothing and sunscreens lotions. 
Participants should consider bringing: Light jackets, hats, comfortable shoes, sunscreen lotions and insect repellents lotions.  Formal clothing, such as business suits, is not required and the meeting and hotel rooms are air-conditioned or heated. Also, remember to bring electrical plug adapters for computers and any personal appliances.

Electricity
220-240 volts AC, with standard 13-amp three square-pin plugs.
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Tipping

There is no tipping in Tanzania. Some restaurants charge a 10% service charge.
Water
Tanzania tap water is not safe to drink. Bottled water is readily available.
Medical Insurance
The organizers are not responsible for individual medical, travel, or personal insurance. All participants are strongly advised to purchase their own personal travel insurance before coming to Tanzania.
Health & Hygiene Conditions

Because of Arusha’s high altitude, residents are not subject to such a high risk of many of the tropical diseases that afflict other African cities. However, outbreaks of cholera, typhoid and other bacterial infections are not uncommon.  However, the altitude does have some setbacks: it can make people feel excessively tired when they arrive. The location near the equator line also increases the risk of sunburn, particularly for those with pale or sensitive skin. The use of hats and sunscreen is recommended. Foods should be well cooked, and salads washed thoroughly in boiled water. 
Vaccinations

Vaccination against yellow fever is recommended for entry into Tanzania; it is also advisable to keep the following immunizations up to date:
Vaccine Period of Validity:
· Polio 10 years

· Tetanus 10 years

· Diphtheria 10 years

· Yellow fever 10 years

· Hepatitis A 10 years

· Hepatitis B 10 years

· Typhoid 3 years

· Meningitis A & C 3 years
For further information, check the World Health Organization’s website at http://www.who.int/ith/chapters/ith2012en_countrylist.pdf?ua=1 and http://apps.who.int/ithmap/ 
Security in Public Places
The IPPC Secretariat is hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO/UN) and it is aware of the security situation in Tanzana. If the UN system makes some alert, we will take the necessary measures.

In the UN system, the entire security level in Tanzania is 2: Low. This is mainly due to robberies, assaults and petty street crime. Some security precautions should be taken by you. Please be also informed that Arusha has a curfew at night. Street muggings can – and do – occur at any time of the day or night in Arusha. The best protection is to remain alert and to follow these simple rules:

· Stay in the main streets and avoid shortcuts, back alleys, or areas that you are unsure of.

· Be wary of approaches from street-children, who are often part of pickpocket gangs, and try to ignore individuals who approach you with hard luck stories.

· Try to remain conscious of what is going on around you, and walk in a confident manner. If you lose your way, go into a shop rather than walking around trying to regain your bearings.

· Never walk in the centre of Arusha at night, even for a short distance.

· Always take a taxi.

· Be wary of people hanging around outside hotels, which is a favourite place for catching unwary tourists.

· Do not carry large sums of money when shopping and never go out wearing expensive jewellery.
· Never carry more than you can afford to lose. Be careful with your passport.
Tourist Information

Information about tourism can be found on the Tanzania Ministry of Tourism website http://www.tourism.go.tz/ .  
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