	
	COMMON COUNCIL

of the

CITY OF SYRACUSE

REGULAR MEETING - MAY 8, 2006

1:00 P.M.


	(5/8)

	1.


	Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag - (Led by the Hon. Bethaida González, President of the Syracuse Common Council)


	

	2.


	Invocation - (Delivered by Pastor Carlos Dimas of Young Life Ministry, Syracuse, New York)


	

	3.


	Roll Call - (All Present-9)


	

	4.


	Minutes - April 24, 2006 - (Adopted; 9-0)


	

	5.


	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item # 16, ”Approve - The Annual Estimate for the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City School District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007. (Public Hearing held on Thursday, April 27, 2006 at 7:00 P.M.)

(Vito Sciscioli, Tim Judson, Maria Johnson, Lee Gechas, Jack Ramsden, Dorothy Matthews, Margrit Diehl, Pamela Percival, Howie Hawkins, Sally A. Jensen, Ned Deuel, Kate McKenna, Steve Swift, Margarite Conan, Tom Law, Lance Denno, Susan Fahey, Kathy Kennedy, Dan Lowengard, Cynthia Kirby, Roslynne Triche, Maureen Foran-Mecite)


	

	
	Public Hearing - Relative to Agenda Item #37, ”Amend - Ord. #552 (11/22/93), “Authorize - Lease agreement with Approach Partnership, LLC relative to property located at Syracuse Hancock International Airport.” Amend to enter into Option No. 1 as described in Article II, authorizing a ground lease agreement with Approach Partnership, LLC.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, May 8, 2006, at 1:00 P.M.)(NO APPEARANCES)


	

	6.


	Petitions - (1579 Signatures of residents in favor of Central New York Public Power)


	

	7.


	Committee Reports - (Public Safety (Veteran’s Affairs); Finance, Taxation & Assessment)


	

	8.


	Communications - (From the City Auditor, a Cash & Investments Audit July-September 2005)


	

	
	-----------------------

NEW BUSINESS

-----------------------
	

	       BY PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ:


	

	WD 9.


	Resolution - Approving the Appointment of Various Persons as Commissioners of Deeds for 2006.


	WD

	       BY COUNCILOR CALLAHAN:


	

	10.

H


	Authorize - The amendment to the boundaries of the Empowerment Zone to add three census tracks (14, 15, and 32), which meets the Federal eligibility criteria for the Empowerment Zone program. (Public Hearing to be held on Monday, May 22, 2006 at 1:00 P.M.)


	H

	11.

9-0


	Application & Agreement - To and with the Commodity Credit Corporation, US Department of Agriculture for a Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program Grant for funds in an amount not to exceed $1,047,000 to place all or a portion of six parcels in the Skaneateles Lake watershed into conservation easements to perpetually restrict development rights on farmland. The 50% City match of $523,500 to be charged to account #05.00072.0.000.


	188

	12.

9-0


	Acquire - Conservation Easement from Joseph and Sarah Tidd for approximately 47.57 acres of agricultural property in the Town of Skaneateles. Total cost not to exceed $400,000 to be funded from the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Protection Program.


	189

	13.

9-0


	Acquire - Conservation Easement from William and Eileen Brock for approximately 141.43 acres of agricultural property in the Town of Skaneateles. Total cost not to exceed $680,000 to be funded from the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Protection Program.

	190

	       BY COUNCILOR RYAN:


	

	14.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment to Tulin DiversiTeam Associates for services related to the research, design, data collection, analysis and report on racial profiling for the Syracuse Police Citizen Encounter Study. Total cost of $2,500 from the Profiling Study Account.


	191

	15.

9-0


	Authorize - Payment to William C. Horrace, PHD for statistical consulting services including project management, development of analysis methodology, research, data collection analysis and report preparation related to the Syracuse Police Citizen Encounter Study. Total cost of $5,250 from the Profiling Study Account.


	192

	       BY COUNCILOR MINER:


	

	16.

6-3

DeFrancisco

Hogan

McMahon
	Approve - The Annual Estimate for the City of Syracuse and the Syracuse City School District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007. (AS AMENDED) (Public Hearing held on Thursday, April 27, 2006 at 7:00 P.M.)


	211

	17.

9-0
	Transfer Funds - Within the July 1, 2005-June 30, 2006 Syracuse City Budget, mid-year amendments as detailed in Schedule “A”.


	193

	18.

9-0


	Amend - Water Rates Schedule established by "Rules, Regulation and Rates, Department of Water and The Bureau of Water, Department of Finance."  Amend to increase the City water rates by 12.65% and other rates as per attached Appendix “A”, effective July 1, 2006.


	194

	19.

T


	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend Local Law #9 (5/10/99) relative to the manner of computation and amount of Sewer Rate established therein. Amend the sewer rate by 10% to $0.65 per 100 cubic feet, effective July 1, 2006.


	T

	20.

T
	Local Law - Of the City of Syracuse to amend the July 1, 2005-June 30, 2006 City Budget to reflect the salary increases pursuant to a Labor Agreement between the City of Syracuse and the AFSCME Local 3952 (Middle Managers) unit for the period of January 1, 2006-June 30, 2006.


	T

	H   21.


	Approve - Labor Agreement with the City of Syracuse and AFSCME Local 3952 (Middle Managers) unit for the period of January 1, 2006-December 31, 2008.


	H

	22.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #601 (12/19/05), “Authorize - Payment of real property tax bills by credit card or e-check via the Internet, in accordance with General Municipal Law Section 5(b). There is a 2.5% service fee charged to the taxpayer for credit card and $1.50 charge for e-check.  No transaction charges to be charged to the City.” Amend to include payment of water bills. 


	195

	23.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #602 (12/19/05), “Purchase w/c/b - From Systems East, Inc., Municipal-Payments.com, internet site services for the acceptance of real property tax payments by credit card or e-check for the City of Syracuse for the period of one year with two 1-year renewal options. Total cost not to exceed $2,105 for the first year and $1,265 per year thereafter.” Amend to accept water payments by credit card or e-check for the City of Syracuse. There is no enrollment fee and incidental fees in an amount not to exceed $310 to be charged to the Water Fund - Fiscal Services.


	196

	24.

9-0


	Authorize - The Department of Assessment to retain appraisers (Ed Pfohl - 937 Emerson Ave., 717 Livingston Ave., 111 S. Beech St. and 1425 E. Water St.)
	197

	25.

9-0


	Correct Tax Rolls - (1134 Avery Ave., 201 Erie St., 207 Matty Ave. and 116 Wendell Terr.) For various charges for Tax Years 2006/07.
	198

	       BY COUNCILOR ROBINSON:


	

	26.

9-0


	Appropriate Funds - From 2004-2005 Designated General Fund in the amount of $50,000 to Account #01.75870.000 “Comprehensive Plan” to advance the goals of the City of Syracuse Comprehensive Plan.


	199

	27.

9-0


	Agreement - With Clough Harbor and Associates for services related to technical support to advance the goals of the City of Syracuse Comprehensive Plan. Total cost not to exceed $50,000. The Mayor has waived the RFP process.
	200

	28.

H


	Permission - To Olga Harvey, owner of the property located at 106 Willis Avenue, to encroach approximately 14.5’x12’ into the Willis Avenue right-of-way with a parking area.


	H

	29.

H


	Special Permit - To establish a restaurant at 1831-1833 South Avenue. Mary N. Anderson, applicant/owner.


	H

	30.

9-0
	Special Permit - To allow entertainment within a restaurant (Ambrosia) at 402-412 South Franklin Street. ARQ, Inc, applicant. 231 Walton Street, LLC, owner.


	Gen.

#12

	31.

H


	Special Permit - To establish an outside service area (bar) in an existing outside courtyard at 200 Walton Street (OMH Lounge). Richard Pekala, applicant. R.H.S. Holdings, LLC, owner.


	H

	32.

9-0


	Special Permit - To establish a motor vehicle storage and impoundment yard at 406-410 State Fair Boulevard. Automotive Recovery Services, Inc., applicant. Boukair Realty, LLC, owner.


	Gen.

#13

	33.

H


	Lease Agreement - With the Anglers Association of Onondaga for a portion of property at 2000 Valley Drive, Webster’s Pond, for the period of five years, with a five-year renewal option, for the total sum of $1.00 per year.


	H

	34.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 2000 Court Street and Harding Street, wood house and garage, to Edward Grogan & Daniel Grogan for the total sum of $21,050.


	201

	35.

9-0


	Sell - All right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 444 E. Genesee Street, & S. Townsend Street, masonry building, to Route 20/20 LLC for the total sum of $95,500.


	202

	36.

9-0


	Sell - Through the Lots for Non-Profits Program all right, title and interest of the City of Syracuse in and to the premises known as 324-326 Tennyson Avenue to Empire Housing & Development Corporation for the total sum of $151.


	203

	       BY COUNCILOR McMAHON:


	

	37.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #552 (11/22/93), “Authorize - Lease agreement with Approach Partnership, LLC relative to property located at Syracuse Hancock International Airport.” Amend to enter into Option No. 1 as described in Article II, authorizing a ground lease agreement with Approach Partnership, LLC.” (Public Hearing held on Monday, May 8, 2006, at 1:00 P.M)


	204

	38.

9-0


	Grant Agreement - With the FAA and the NYS DOT for the Noise Mitigation - School Sound Insulation - Phase VI (St. Rose of Lima School Construction and Nate Perry Elementary School Construction). Total cost not to exceed $6,675,000 with 95% ($6,341,250) FAA funding, 2.5% ($166,875) NYS DOT funding and 2.5% ($166,875) from the Aviation Enterprise Fund. The City may amend the grant up to 15% of the Project amount, based on increased eligible costs.


	205

	39.

9-0


	Agreement - With the St. Rose of Lima Parish, 411 South Main Street, North Syracuse, for work associated with the FAA and NYS DOT funded School Sound Insulation Program to include pre-design and preliminary design, final design, construction and project evaluation and granting an Avigation Easement to the City as described in Exhibit “B”.


	206

	       BY COUNCILOR SIMMONS:


	

	40.

H


	Bond Ordinance - Authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds of the City of Syracuse to be used to defray the cost of the 2006/2007 Unimproved Street (Slurry Seal) Program for the streets listed on Appendix “A”. Total amount not to exceed $578,000.


	H

	41.

H


	Authorize - The 2006/2007 Unimproved Street (Slurry Seal) Program for the streets listed on Appendix “A”, cost thereof to be charged to the premises fronting thereon. Charge to the proceeds from the sales of bonds, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total cost not to exceed $578,000. (Public Hearing to be held on Monday, May 22, 2006 at 1:00 P.M.)


	H

	42.

H


	Authorize - The sweeping and flushing of streets listed on Exhibit “A” cost thereof to be charged to the premises fronting thereon, on behalf of the Department of Public Works. Total cost not to exceed $1,408,764. (Public Hearing to be held on Monday, May 22, 2006 at 1:00 P.M.)


	H

	43.

9-0


	Amend - Ord. #431 (8/30/04), “Authorize - The City Hall Commons Energy Improvements, based on the NYSERDA Energy Audit, on behalf of the Department of Engineering. Total cost not to exceed $688,000.” Amend to increase the cost by $100,000. Total cost not to exceed $788,000. Upon completion, the City will receive a NYSERDA rebate in an amount not to exceed $137,202.


	207

	
	(SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA - MAY 8, 2006)

WAIVER OF THE RULES REQUIRED TO INTRODUCE:
	

	
	BY COUNCILORS RYAN, MINER, CALLAHAN, ROBINSON, SEALS, SIMMONS AND PRESIDENT GONZÁLEZ


	

	44.

6-3

DeFrancisco

Hogan

McMahon
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 relative to estimated revenue other than real property taxes, (City) to increase Surplus Estimated Revenue from $0 to $2,961,119.


	208

	45.

6-3

DeFrancisco

Hogan

McMahon
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 relative to estimated revenue other than real property taxes, (City) to reduce Surplus and Balance (Unreserved Undesignated) from $9,330,798 to $4,839,985.


	209

	46.

6-3

DeFrancisco

Hogan

McMahon
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 relative to the Syracuse School District Budget, to reduce the City of Syracuse Planned Use of Budget Surplus from $6,080,000 to $2,564,063.


	210

	       BY COUNCILORS HOGAN, DeFRANCISCO, McMAHON, SEALS AND SIMMONS:


	

	47.

3-6

DeFrancisco

McMahon 

Hogan yes
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 to reduce Special Objects of Expense Account #01.90050 from $2,595,761 to $2,445,761.


	D

	48.

3-6

DeFrancisco

McMahon

Hogan yes
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 to add to Parks and Recreation Account #01.71400, the amount of $150,000 to be used for recreational programs at City parks.


	D

	       BY COUNCILOR HOGAN AND COUNCILOR DeFRANCISCO:


	

	49.

3-6

DeFrancisco

McMahon

Hogan yes
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 to reduce Special Objects of Expense Account  #01.75515, Clinton Square Special Events, from $300,000 to $270,000.


	D

	50.

3-6

DeFrancisco

McMahon

Hogan yes
	Amend - Budget for the year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007 to increase the Department of Parks & Recreation, Grounds Maintenance Account #01.71100 from $741,250 to $771,250.


	D

	
	Syracuse Common Council

Adjourned at 1:35 P.M.
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