
Council Meeting                                                                                                                      May 11, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Cynthia Nelson, Amy Hawkinson.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 13, 2009, regular meeting and April 23, 2009, special meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $49,825.63 was presented.   A motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $9,281.89.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $129,565.28. Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices, in the amount of $138,847.17, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Ten (10) accounts, totaling $1,711.01, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  
FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association was approved.

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Stegman made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Knight, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
POOL/VGB ACT:
Communication from Carrothers Construction Co., LLC, indicated that the municipal pool drain grates and plating materials had been ordered and repairs were expected to be completed on schedule.
CEMETERY ORD. #680:
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 602 OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, PROVIDING FOR THE OPERATION AND REGULATIONS OF THE LINCOLN CITY CEMETERY AND SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION III (12-403), SECTION IV (12-404), SECTION V (12-405), AND SECTION IX (12-409) OF SAID ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR BURIAL AND DISINTERMENT PERMITS AND FEES AND FOR GRAVE STONE PERMITS AND FEES.”  Said ordinance would increase permit fees and lot prices charged at the City Cemetery and increase fees paid to the Cemetery Sexton.  Knight moved to pass said Ordinance.  Motion seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Knight, Mahin, and Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #680 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.
SEWER SYSTEM CLAIM:
Cynthia Nelson spoke to the Governing Body regarding a sewage backup problem she had been dealing with.  She provided details and dates for three incidents in the past six months in which she had dealt with City of Lincoln employees and with private plumbing contractors both in and out of Lincoln.  She had incurred considerable expense in determining the location of her private sewer line and in cleaning up the
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damages in her basement.  She suggested the City should require some form of licensing and registration process in order for residents to find reputable contractors.

ALLEY MAINTENANCE:
Cynthia Nelson also asked about maintenance in the alley west of her residence.   She said the condition of the alley creates runoff problems on her property and the ruts get really bad at times.  Superintendent Meyer advised the City does not provide maintenance in alleys except under certain conditions; however, if property owners are willing to provide materials, the City will apply the rock.

ENGINE REPAIRS:
A report from Ted Bunn, B.C. & T. Bunn, Inc. provided a history of the #1 Superior engine overhaul issues which had arisen over the course of the past several months.  The engine is now ready to run with the exception of the intercooler and intake air filter.
FUEL SYSTEM PROJECT:
Ted Bunn also provided materials-only pricing to complete the piping for both the fill and supply on the recently-installed diesel storage tank outside, and materials to complete auto filling of the six (6) day tanks inside the power plant.  The materials for the outside storage tank were quoted at $2,562.89, the 6 day tanks at $10,241.40, and 15GPM Pump for $1,539.51.  Total materials estimate - $14,343.80.  Mahin moved to proceed with the fuel line improvements, seconded by Morse.  Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:40 p.m., Councilmember Mahin moved to go into executive session with the City Attorney, City Clerk, and City Superintendent, for a period of 20 minutes, for the purpose of discussing real estate acquisition.  The Governing Body returned to open session at 9:00 p.m.

WATERLINE PROJECT:
The Governing Body expressed its support of a CDBG application for funding to replace several blocks of 2” & 2 ¼” water mains.  The North Central Regional Planning Commission had indicated its availability and will be contacted to assist with the application.

ANIMAL PERMIT:
An application had been received from Cindy Gans for a permit to keep and maintain certain animals under the provisions of Section 2-109 of the City Code.  Because the law enforcement inspection part of the application process had not yet been returned, the matter was tabled.

NUISANCES:
The City Attorney reviewed the status of a couple of health nuisance complaints being drafted for court proceedings.  Other nuisance complaints and responses were reviewed.  It was noted, with relief, that the “house on wheels” had been removed from the city.  Councilmember Crispin suggested an updated list be provided each month so the Governing Body would have the ability to respond to inquiries from the public about specific properties.

PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley reported “Half-time” Office Clerk Heather Larsen had completed her six-month training period and was entitled to the customary wage increase.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, that Heather Larsen be granted a $.50 hourly wage increase and the benefits associated with “half-time” employment, effective with the May payroll.  Motion carried.

Clerk Gourley advised a city maintenance worker position had never been filled when it became open over two years ago.  Due to recent inquiries and the increased work load approaching, she suggested the position be advertised again, and that Superintendent Meyer be authorized to use his best judgment in filling the position.  Council agreed with the suggestion.

CREDIT CARDS:
Information was provided from State Payments, a Pittsburg, KS company offering governmental agencies the ability to accept credit card payments without charges being assessed to the government.  All related fees are covered in the transaction.  At the present time, only MasterCard and Discover would be acceptable at the City.  Crispin moved to authorize the City Clerk’s office to begin accepting credit cards through State Payments.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.

VEHICLES/SURPLUS PROP.:
After a discussion of the circumstances involved in the acquisition, a motion was made by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, to affirm the purchase of the following 2 vehicles from Kansas Federal Surplus Property:  a 2002 Chevrolet Silverado 4X4 Pickup with 31,062 miles for $9,500.00 and a 2000 Chevrolet C3500 Crew Cab Pickup with 20,812 miles for $8,000.00.  Motion carried.
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OLD STREET NAME SIGNS:
It was agreed that members of the public would be allowed to retrieve old street name signs, on a first come, first served basis.

KMEA ASSESSMENT:
Clerk Gourley advised the voluntary assessment payment to KMEA for assistance with the City of Arma’s FERC complaint against Westar Energy had been included in the accounts payable list approved earlier in the meeting.  Because the outcome of the complaint could have long-term implications for municipal wholesale customers in general, the City’s $901.42 assessment would be well spent.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:44 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

