BLTC-9e Issue Spotter Answers

Ch. 6: Criminal Law 

1A.
Ethan drives off in Floyd’s car mistakenly believing that it is his. Is this theft? Why or why not?
No.  A mistake of fact, as opposed to a mistake of law, will constitute a defense if it negates the men​tal state required for the crime.  The mental state re​quired for theft involves the knowledge that the property is anoth​er’s and the intent to deprive the owner of it.

2A.
Daisy takes her roommate’s credit card, intending to charge expenses that she incurs on a vacation. Her first stop is a gas station, where she uses the card to pay for gas. With respect to the gas station, has she committed a crime? If so, what is it?

Yes. With respect to the gas sta​tion, she has obtained goods by false pretenses. She might also be charged with larceny and forgery, and most states have spe​cial statutes covering illegal use of credit cards.

