Keith Davidson

Defense Attorney

Getting Paid

I take credit cards. I have taken vehicles for fees. I took a fee from a guy who was a builder and he had a $5,000 line of credit at one of the lighting stores. We went in there and bought lamps and all of the gizmos that go with lamps. You have to be a little creative sometimes. In fact, I talk with younger attorneys sometimes and say “you’ve got to look for what they have.” Sometimes they don’t have the money up front, but if you can, secure it some way. I’ve put liens on vehicles, if they have a paid-for vehicle. I’ve gotten parents to cosign. I’ve taken notes on property. It is a creative field out there and if you’re not taking credit cards in this day and time, you’re not in the business to make money. 


I’ve had people call me and their son is in jail and they’re up there in Chicago and they need to pay me right away and they’ve got a thousand dollars on their credit card that they can pay me. That’s instant payment; it credits to my bank immediately and I go and get the guy out of jail. To me, it’s one of my gifts as far as finding people’s money. I think I was the first attorney in Gwinnett County to take credit cards. They laughed at me when I started it. Now they’ve all got the little logo on their windows. 

When the defendant is in restraints

You certainly are trying to get him to not call attention to it. I’ve not actually had one with the tazer belt and all that, that it went all the way to trial. Death penalty cases, they always start off with them wearing the belt. Then we have to beg to get it off. In each instance, I’ve always stressed to my client, if he continues to show some good faith and good behavior in front of the judge, the judge is going to think that the Sheriff is unreasonable for putting that on him. Then, if it’s going to be on him no matter what we do, you try to get your client not to call attention to it.  In terms of argument, I think it’s hard, if the jury’s going to see it, it’s hard to argue that it means anything other than what it means, that the judge is saying that he’s unruly. It’s hard to deal with it, if the jury’s going to see it. They’ve got so many things that are unobtrusive, that you almost need to suggest something unobtrusive to the judge. Because they’ve got those leg lock things now, you have to walk stick legged if you want to go anywhere. At least the things that they do put on us in Gwinnett County are things that the jury probably are not going to see. I tell my guys, show them some good behavior, show them some real credibility, and maybe the judge will make them take it off eventually. 

Dealing with the Press

When I talk to the press, I go into “quote-mode.” First of all, you have to remember that they can cut and paste your statement anyway that they feel like. You need to mean what you say and say what you mean and try not to trail off into something that can be cut and pasted into something that you didn’t mean. You probably should speak with the reporters that you’ve come to trust somewhat, otherwise they can hatchet you. I speak to them, because generally by the time I’ve gotten the case the police and the DA or somebody has made a statement and I’m just trying to do my damage control. Get my word out there, the alternate view of the world back out, at least the defense is out there planning. Because if they read a story with nothing, with the defense attorney unavailable for comment or refused to comment, in my view of the world, I think that potential jurors out there that read this article or that public opinion that starts boiling up out there, they just decide that you’re guilty if you’re not countering with something. 

Jury Selection


Almost every time a big case comes up, I’ve had panel members disqualified. Not always for the reasons that you think they would be. I had a guy, we were trying a 14-count child molestation case and he’s coming in. The reason that there was a big article about it was because we’d already tried the case one time and there’d been a hung jury. He comes in. The article had said it was something like 11 to 1 to convict. The guy was sitting there saying, “I would have voted not guilty based on what I read in the paper.” I’m thinking, “‘what kind of idiot are you?” My client’s like “we’ve got to get him.” 
First meeting with the client


I prefer to ask him what the state is saying and what he’s being accused of. I like for them to have all of the evidence there in front of them, before they make a complete statement to me. In fact, I hold off on that complete statement until I’ve gotten them a copy of the discovery. I ask them, “this is what you said, is there anything that we need to change?” If I’m starting without a statement, that’s even better from my point of view. I’ve actually heard defense lawyers that say “are you guilty?” Then they know whether or not to work, or something. Then you feel obligated to do something ethically if they come up changing their story after they’ve heard the rest of it. I just avoid it by not having the issue that early. 

Legal assistants in court during jury selection


It’s nice to have an extra pair of eyes in the courtroom. I lean on my clients very heavily to use their eyes, too. I’m looking for a quick look, where the juror will look over at the client and say, with just a glance, “I’m never going to give you a fair trial.” That look of hatred or that “I feel sorry for you” look. In almost every trial, you get one or the other. Sometimes we read it wrong. You can read their faces sometimes, they’re staring at you, especially when they’re reading the charges, I have my guys looking around, I’m looking around, paralegals are looking around, we’re all just looking for that look of contempt. 

People not to have on a jury 


Insurance adjusters and tax people: they’re just used to saying no. Their sympathy is all burned out. Bill collectors, I don’t like those people either. They’ve heard all the excuses and they’ve hardened their hearts to it. 

