06 Taking God Seriously – July 3, 2011


Who is a God like You?                                                                          Micah 7:18-20
As we come to the last chapter of Micah we find the root of the author's name in the text. I told you when we started this series that Micah's name means “Who is like Jehovah?” Well now, in v.18 Micah uses the root of his name to ask the question, “Who is a God like You?”

There is a book I recommend you read written by J. I. Packer. It is entitled “Knowing God.” There is nothing more important than knowing God! In the book of Jeremiah, God exclaims “But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me…” (Jeremiah 9:24)
Too often people come to a place of worship but they do not necessarily worship God as He is, they worship God as they think He is. If our concept of God is wrong then our worship of God will be wrong. 

That's why ancient religions sacrificed the firstborn child, as we saw in Micah 6. They worshipped that way because that is how they viewed their god. They believed their god would be pleased by the sacrifice of a child. That is why it is important for us to know what God is really like. If we don't, we may be worshiping the Living God in the wrong way, and even worse we may be worshiping a god of our own making.

Augustine prayed, “Teach me Lord which is first, to know You or to praise You. To know You or to ask of You. For if I know You not, I might ask of You other than You are.” You see if I don't know God as He really is, then in my prayer I may ask Him to do something that is contrary to his nature. So it is important for us to have the right understanding of God.

In John chapter 4 when Jesus speaks to the woman at the well it soon becomes apparent that she has no idea who God is. 
She talks to Jesus about the Israelites worshiping on Mt. Zion as opposed to the Samaritans who worshipped on Mt. Gerizim. Her understand was that God was a geographical God. But Jesus corrects her and says “God is spirit…” God is universal, not geographical, so don’t worship Him as though He is.
Also, how you view God will determine how you walk. That's why we have to take God seriously. The Apostle Peter said “Be holy because God is holy.” If you and I don't understand the holiness of God, the righteousness and the perfection of God, then it will give us license to NOT pursue holiness in our own lives. Why should you and I live a life of holiness? Because God is holy! 
Everything in the Christian life, how I live, how I respond to tragedy, how I react to difficulty is determined by my concept of God.
Have you noticed in the OT when God gives the Levitical dietary laws, He never says “Eat this so you'll live longer, or eat this so you won’t gain weight!” The only reason He gives for obeying His directives is ”I am the Lord!” So my concept of God, what I believe about God, determines how I live.

As Micah comes to the end of this book he has said many things about God, most of which reveal God's wrath, His retribution and judgment on sin. But in the last three verses he climaxes his book by describing what kind of God we have.

I. Our God Is a God of Forgiving Love (v.18)

“Who is a God like You, removing iniquity and passing over rebellion for the remnant of His inheritance?        He does not hold on to His anger forever,                      because He delights in faithful love.”
What is different about our God from other gods? Let's compare god's and see if there is a god like our God. If you study ancient religions of the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans - there is one glaring difference between their gods and our God. You can also study the so-called “modern” religions of the world - Buddhism, Islam, Confucianism, Hinduism. The appeal of these Eastern (and all New Age religions) is the promise of a better life, a happier life, a richer life, fuller life here and now. But you will find that none of them has forgiveness for past sin. And that's a big problem! 
Let's suppose you own a store and I have a credit card on your store. I never make a payment as I max out that credit card. Then one day I walk into your store and I say to you, “You know I really like your store so from now on I'm going to pay in cash for everything I purchase from you.” What would your reaction be? Your reaction would be “How about the $10,000 you owe me.” Making a resolution to charge no more but pay in cash does not take care of the past debt. I may turn over a new leaf, I may try harder, but what about my past debt? 

The same is applicable to our lives. We have a sin debt, and we can turn over a new leaf and we can try to live right but we must answer for the sins we have committed in the past.

Now look again at v.18 were Micah speaks of God ”removing iniquity.”  The Hebrew word for “remove” gives the idea of “lifting up.” God “lifts up” the burden of sin from the shoulders of all who confess their sin and ask for His forgiveness. 

The word “iniquity” has at its root the idea of “being crooked.” It refers to our nature, i.e. we have a crooked nature.
Turn to Psalm 32 which refers to David’s adultery with Bathsheba. “How happy is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! 2 How happy is the man the Lord does not charge with sin, and in whose spirit is no deceit!” [Why is the person who sins are forgiven happy? Well look what it was like before David’s sins were forgiven] “When I kept silent, my bones became brittle from my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy on me; my strength was drained as in the summer's heat.” [David's bones were seemingly crushed under the weight the burden of his sin. But look what happens!] “Then I acknowledged my sin to You and did not conceal my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord," and You took away the guilt of my sin.” God removes our guilt!
Now, note the next phrase Micah uses, ”passing over rebellion.” Do you see what Micah is saying? When God forgives us He walks past our sin never paying any attention to it. Our old sins are not even worthy of His attention. Our God is a God of forgiving love!
II. Our God Is a God of Redeeming Power (v.19)

“He will again have compassion on us;                                He will vanquish our iniquities.                                            You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”
First of all Micah says God will “vanquish our iniquities.” The word “vanquish” literally means to “trample underfoot.”    It indicates a violent action. What does God do when He pardons our iniquities? He stomps them out!
The word “iniquities” is chosen for a reason. Remember “iniquities” refers to our crooked old nature. In other words, when God does is work of grace in my life He brings under submission this old nature of mine. And God is the only one that can do defeat my old nature.
You can make changes in your actions but one thing you cannot do is change your old nature. 
Paul, in Romans 7, talks about the 10 Commandments. Paul says “I kept all of the commandments except for one. There was one commandment that I could not keep. It was the last one - ‘don't covet.’” You see all the other commandments have to do with actions while the last one has to do with attitude. 
Would you believe me if I told you that I have never killed anyone! There may be even some other Commandments that I have not broken, but I can tell you one I have broken - I have coveted. I might be able to refrain myself from breaking other Commandments, but I am a slave to my inner nature. I can do fairly well on the first nine, but I can't keep the 10th one. 

It's like the man who fell from the roof of a 10 story building and as he passed each floor he said, “Well so far so good!” 

So what does the text say? God subdued, God tramples under His feet, God brings into submission my inner nature.

Why are Christians different from other people? Because we Christians have the Holy Spirit living within us and He has the power, if we yield to Him, to keep us from acting according to our old nature!
But then Micah says that God ”will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” In the Bible if you want to get rid of something cast into the sea. When Micah says that God “casts our sins into the depths of the sea” it signifies that God buries them. Now add this thought to what else the Bible says about your sin. The Bible says God not only casts - buries our sins in the depths of the sea, but He also puts them out of sight (Isaiah 38:17); puts them out of reach (Ps 103:12), puts them out of mind (Jeremiah 31:34), and finally puts them out of existence (Isaiah 43:25; 44:22; Psalm 51:1, 9; Acts 3:19).
A good sermon to preach some time would be, “What We Remember That God Forgot.” We remember our sins but God has forgotten them. What we keep thinking about, what we worry about, what defeats us, what Satan always brings up to us - God has already forgotten!

There's a difference between the conviction of the Spirit and the condemnation of the devil. Many times we think we’re being convicted by God when really we’re being condemned by Satan. The Holy Spirit never convicts of a sin that you have confessed and been forgiven of by the Father. He never will do so because they're gone! But when to your mind come sins of the past, things that you have already confessed to God and been forgiven for, that is not the Holy Spirit that is Satan.

How many of us when we pray, or when we’re reading God's Word, have old sins from the past brought up to us and we feel defeated by them? Does that happen to anyone here? That's not God folks, God's forgotten about your sins. He doesn't know what you're talking about, because God has cast your sins into the deaths of the sea!

III. Our God Is a God of Perpetual Faithfulness (v.20)

“You will show loyalty to Jacob and faithful love to Abraham, as You swore to our fathers                                from days long ago.”

In Malachi 3:6 God states, "For I am the Lord, I do not change; Therefore you sons of Jacob are not consumed.” God's promises are perpetual. 
Abraham might die and his descendants might sin, but God's promises to Abraham never die. In this verse, Micah tells us that God will keep His word! And everything God promised to the fathers of old, every promise that's in this Book, God will keep.

This is so important because Micah has been telling his fellow citizens that captivity is coming. They will be forced off of the land. They will be taken as captives and relocated in a foreign nation where they will live as second-class citizens. But God made promises to the fathers, God made promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and He will keep those promises. No matter what the present situation looks like, no matter what your future environment might be, God is a God of perpetual faithfulness.

My friend no matter what you are going through, no matter what you may face in the future, no matter what the doctor’s report is, no matter what may transpire in your life, God is a God who keeps His promises!

And one more thing in closing. The future belongs to God's people. 

Two weeks ago I had a long late night conversation with my youngest son about prophecy. My son, Micah, was wondering why God didn't give us a lot more detail about eternity. We seem to just have a glimpse of what God has in store for us in the future but no details. We agreed that the Bible’s main teaching us how to serve God now, in this life. Our focus is to serve God today and tomorrow. The danger is getting so “heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.” But God does give us a glimpse of the future, a glimpse of eternity as His promise that we will join in His great victory in the end! Whatever God promises, He will perform! 
· Note that it is not what God promises, you must perform. 
· Nor is it what you promise, you must perform.
We make numerous promises to God. “God I'm going to do better. God I promise not to do this or do that again.” The difficulty with those promises is we have to perform them. But the wonderful thing about our God is He has promised so He will perform.

· I never promised that all my needs will be met - but God made that promise to me. And what God promises, He performs.

· I never promised that sin should not reign over my mortal body – but God has. And what God promises, He performs.

· I never promised that my sins will be forgiven – but God has. And what God promises, He performs.

· I never promised that God’s grace would be sufficient for me – but He has. And what God promises, He himself will perform.

Our God is a God of promise and what He promises He does.

Points to Ponder: Who is a God like You? In closing turn to Isaiah 46 – the Israelites are in captivity in Babylon and God is getting ready to deliver them. 

· In chapter 45 God tells them how He’s going to accomplish their deliverance. God will raise up Cyrus, a pagan King, and he will set them free. 
· Then, in chapter 46, we have a description of what is going to happen when Cyrus does God's bidding. Let’s begin with v.1.

“Bel crouches; Nebo cowers. [primary god's of Babylon] Their idols are consigned to beasts and cattle. The images you carry are loaded, as a burden for the weary animal.2 The gods cower; they crouch together; they are not able to rescue the burden, but they themselves go into captivity.” [Isaiah is poking fun of Babylon. When the Persians came, the Babylonians loaded their gods on beasts of burden to save them from the enemy. But the statues of their gods were so heavy that the donkeys could not move, so their gods were captured] 

“3 Listen to Me, house of Jacob, all the remnant of the house of Israel, who have been sustained from the womb, carried along since birth.4 I will be the same until your old age, and I will bear you up when you turn gray. I have made you, and I will carry you; I will bear and save you. 5 "Who will you compare Me or make Me equal to? Who will you measure Me with, so that we should be like each other?” 
· A false god you have to carry, the true God carries you. 
· A false God can only go as far as you can take him. The true God will go with you into eternity. 
· You have to save a false god but the true God saves you.
Some of you are weary to the point of exhaustion perhaps because you have been trying to carry God. That's not the way it works. God will carry you! He has promised. He will perform it! 
The church father, Jerome, ended his commentary on this wonderful short book with this prayer. Listen…

“O God, who is a God like unto You? Who pardons iniquity, passes by the transgression of the remnant of Your people; who retains not Your anger forever because You delight in mercy! You have turned to us again and have had compassion upon us. You have subdued our iniquities and have cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. Oh, preserve to us this Your mercy forever and ever, so that we may walk in the light of Your Word and escape all dangers threatening us from Satan and the world, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Redeemer. Amen. (New American Commentary – Volume 20: Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah)
Let’s pray.”God of the written Word, give us such an appreciation for this portion of your holy and inspired Word that we will study it and put it into practice. And may You, our Sovereign Lord and incomparable God be praised, worshiped, and glorified. In the name of the Living Word, Your Son and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
