Bingham Township Board

Regular Meeting

Monday, June 9, 2008, 7:00p.m.

Clinton County RESA

4179 S. BR127, St. Johns, MI 48879

MINUTES

	Supervisor Ostrowski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

	Call to Order

	Trustee Harger gave the Invocation. Supervisor Ostrowski led in the Pledge to the Flag

	Invocation

Pledge

	Roll was not called. Present were: Trustee Harger, Treasurer Bond, Supervisor Ostrowski, Clerk Kus, and Trustee Trebesh.  
Others Present: 15 members of the public. Sign in sheet on file.


	Roll Call 

	Adjustments to the Agenda. No.6 – Communications - ADD e) Dieter Drain, No. 9 – New Business – ADD e) FOIA Representative, No.10 – Reports –  d) Treasurer’s Report ADD 2. Financial Reports & Status. Trebesh moved, supported by Harger to approve the agenda as amended. motion carries.

	Agenda

	Minutes of May 12, 2008 corrections: Pg 3 – Sewer Agreement/SRF Funding – Motion for Public Hearing – Adjust the changes that need

 to be made to reflect the date change for the public hearing for the SRF project plan, pursuant to an e-mail from David Kudwa of Trinity Engineering. Pg 4 – Motion-2008 Hardship Exemption insert Federal. Trebesh moved, supported by Harger to approve the minutes of May 12, 2008 as amended. motion carries.

	Minutes
May 12, 2008

	The following Communications were presented:
a. An e-mail received from Tom Motz concerning damage done to an underground electric line at Bingham Commerce Park entrance. Trustee Harger was Engineer on this project and dug into some of the records. Harger called the contractor who was going to check on it. We have received an invoice from Motz Homes for 4 underground splice kits billed by C & K Electric. Hold the invoice for now.
b. Received correspondence from MDEQ concerning an expansion at the Mahle plant having to do with storm water drains.
c. John Czarnecki spoke on behalf of the County Economic Alliance. They are here to help the Township with anything that we might need help with. The County is holding a public hearing to look at the creation of a county wide Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. This is to try to redevelop contaminated pieces of property. There are tax incentives for persons wishing to develop contaminated pieces of property in the County.
d. A letter was received from the Seventh Day Adventist Church advising that young people from their church would be in the Township going door to door doing missionary work this summer.

e. Letter from the Drain commission advising that the Dieter Drain will have work done this summer. Construction equipment will be moving across properties adjacent to Dieter Drain.   
Public Comment opened at 7:25 p.m. 

Deputy Clarke gave the Sheriff’s Report. Clarke discussed the storm of June 6, 2008, stating that there was a lot of damage. Barns blown down, many trees uprooted and one unfortunate home owner. He spoke with the Emergency Management Services Coordinator and anyone having debris, limbs down or other storm related incidents are urged to contact the coordinator, and they will do everything they can to help out. There was a fatal accident on the exit ramp of northbound US-127 and M-21. Public comment closed at 7:31p.m.
	Communications
Public Comment

	
	

	A Hold Harmless Agreement/Contract for Robert Newman and employees of his company Steven’s Contracting was received. Motion by Harger, supported by Kus to receive and place on file the Hold Harmless Agreement signed by Robert Newman. Motion carries
The signed contracts were received from the Clinton County Road Commission. Joe Pulver the new Managing Director of the Road Commission gave us an update on the progress being made on the Township road improvements.
The committee will be meeting again after the attorney for the city makes some grammatical changes to the agreement. The finalized agreement should be to Ostrowski and Harger this week. They wanted to add a Hold Harmless agreement to protect both parties. Question concerning the delinquent sewer bills that are billed by the city. The city invoices the township for delinquent sewer customers. The township places the delinquent sewer bill on either the Summer or Winter tax rolls. The city expects the Township to pay the delinquent sewer bill before the Township has received payment from the County Treasurer. With the new agreement, will the Township have to pay the City for all delinquent sewer bills before we receive payment from the County Treasurer? This could have an impact on our cash flow because we will be paying the City out of Township funds for these delinquent sewer bills, and it could take up to nine months for the Township to be reimbursed by the County. We are waiting for the public hearing but DEQ likes the SRF project plan thus far.
Motion by Harger, supported by Trebesh to table the Invoice Payment Policy.

	Old Business
Hold Harmless Agreement
Motion
Road Commission 

Contracts

Sewer Agreement/SRF Funding Proposal

Invoice Payment Policy


	Case PC-19-08 MA – Petition for Change of Zone/ Map Amendment OR-50-08.  The subject of PC- 19-08 MA is an application for a rezone/map amendment (OR-50-08) submitted to the Community Development department by Christopher & Shannon Briggs requesting to rezone the remainder vacant property (parcel ID#19-030-001-200-005-51) located on the northeast corner of Avery Road and Krepps Road, Section 1, Bingham Township, from A-2 – General Agriculture District to MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District, containing 90.003 acres and subject to all easements and restrictions of record. Mr. Briggs explained his intentions for the change of zone/map amendment. Questions were asked concerning the route that would be used for large trucks, specifically the haul route from MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District (proposed Briggs parcel) to A-2 – General Agriculture District (parcel located in Greenbush Township) be also zoned as MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District, making all three contiguous parcels of the truck haul route zoned as MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District. Discussion on the wooded piece of the parcel and the truck haul route that would be taken through the woods. Mr. Briggs explained they would not be clear cutting the woods but would in fact cut a haul route through the woods. Discussion on the proposed haul route through the wooded area that it would not impede any overland stone water flow and some measures would be taken for possible soil erosion in the affected wooded area. After discussion with Mr. Briggs it was moved by Harger, to recommend approval of Case PC-19-08 MA – Petition for Change of  Zone/Map Amendment OR-50-08 submitted by Chris & Shannon Briggs to change from Zone A-2 General Agriculture District to MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District on vacant land located in part of the west ½ of the northwest ¼ of Section 1, T7N, R2W, Bingham Township, Clinton County, Michigan with a parcel ID#19-030-001-200-005-51, subject to all requirements as set forth by the Office of Planning and Zoning that are tied to the future site plan requirements for mining operations and that the truck haul route over the three contiguous parcels all be zoned MR-Mineral Resource Extraction District and the proposed truck haul route through the wooded area not impede any overland stone water flow and soil erosion measures be taken. Second by Bond. Further discussion on the contiguous parcel. Motion carries.                     .  

Paul McNamara gave the County Commission report. He stated the county has an unqualified audit opinion for the 2007 audit. The county is in solid financial shape. They have instituted a Green Government Initiative and access to that information can be found on the county website. It has to do with reducing our energy costs and being more consistent with using our resources more appropriately. They are looking to have a reduction of 2% a year of their energy expenses. The proposed adult bookstore will be coming before the July 10, 2008 planning committee meeting and they have some special counsel helping them with this issue.
The supervisor received notification at the end of May that the CAFR fire department was testing hoses in the Kmart parking lot without notifying anyone. A spike in usage showed up at the water plant, which caused concern of a leak or some other problem with the Township water system. The cause was determined to be unauthorized hydrant usage in the Kmart plaza. Unauthorized usage can cause security and maintenance issues for the township’s water treatment facility. Mr. Newman, Township Water System operator wrote a policy for the township and presented to Supervisor Ostrowski. Motion by Harger, supported by Trebesh to accept the Bingham Township Fire Hydrant Interim Policy. motion carries. Supervisor Ostrowski will inform the CAFR board of this township policy.
Assessor Armbrustmacher has recommended a tax consulting service for the Michigan Tax Tribunal - Docket #333181 concerning property located at 2401 Ontario Drive. Supervisor Ostrowski consulted with Jim Kiefer the Township legal counsel. Mr. Kiefer recommended that we hire a professional service to assist us with the appeal to the MTT.
Laureen Birdsall has proposed a contract at the rate of $150.00 per hour. The consultant relies on professional analysis, opinions and conclusions which are based on knowledge and experience in Property Assessment Administration and Michigan Tax Tribunal appeals. The hearing has not yet been scheduled, but the township would give Ms. Birdsall a power of attorney authorization to represent us in this matter. The County and School District also stand to lose tax dollars and we would like to ask the county to assist in the funding of this representation before the Tax Tribunal. If the SEV is reduced by $600,000.00, which is the amount that is being appealed, the county as well as the school district stands to lose financially as well as the township. Motion by Bond, supported by Harger to               authorize Supervisor Ostrowski to proceed with contacting the County, Clinton County RESA and the St Johns School District concerning this Tax Tribunal matter and based on those conversations to proceed with a meeting with Bill Fahey to discuss it as well. Motion carries.
The treasurer presented a MEMO FROM THE TREASURER to approve delinquent utility bills. Motion by Bond, supported by Harger to approve the amount adjusted to $8468.44 from $8686.79. The difference represents a receipt totaling $218.35 for parcel number 030-020-400-036-00 due to foreclosure and subsequent sale of the property. The motion is subject to: 1. Following the instructions for the system adjustment verification as outlined in the attached instructions which adjusts the utility billing system and provides the treasurer with a system generated export to the tax. 2. Discussion of the collection for parcel 030-022-200-041-01 in the amount of $1,415.21 to include previous methods and attempts to collect, origination of the assessment and system requirements to support the assessment. 3. A confirmation of the breakdown of the combined amounts for water and sewer since there are separate codes assigned to record the assessment on the tax bills. Motion carries
Discussion on the appointment of a FOIA coordinator for the Township. Further discussion on meeting packets in the possession of Steve Schafer. Mr. Schafer has offered to allow any board member to take copies of meeting packets in his possession that he feels are his.
Deputy Clerk Mehney is in the process of organizing 29 years of resolutions, ordinances and correspondence to be turned over to the Clerk. Is there a resolution or ordinance in existence that identifies who the FOIA coordinator is? Motion by Harger, supported by Bond to table the FOIA coordinator discussion until further inquiries can be made. Motion carries.

Current financial reports & status will be addressed under Treasurer’s Report.
Supervisor Ostrowski met with Attorney Kiefer. There is some difference of opinion concerning Deputy Supervisor Hufnagel’s right to vote at CAFR meetings. Mr. Kiefer felt that Mr. Hufnagel had a right to vote at the CAFR special meeting of April 30, 2008; however the CAFR board feels he does not have a right as he is not an elected official of the Bingham Township Board. At this time we will not make an issue, we will wait until the August primary when the Fire Millage will be voted on by the residents of the township. The CAFR board can incur debt on our behalf for a period of another three years. An issue on the CAFR agenda for the meeting of June 10, 2008 is for Bingham Township to deed the land where Station One is located, over to CAFR. The deed is still held by Bingham Township. Discussion concerning CAFR articles of incorporation and the Operating Agreement. Motion by Bond, supported by Trebesh that we will not be signing the quit claim deed, for the land acquired by Bingham Township where Station No. 1 is located, over to CAFR until further research is done on Act 33 and the articles of incorporation.  Motion carries.
Invoices in the amount of $77,976.02 were presented by Clerk Kus. Discussion on BS & A Special Assessment System software. Discussion on Consumers powers bills. Motion by Harger, supported by Bond to approve invoices in the amount of $77,976.02. Motion carries. 

Merit Laboratories past due bill can be paid upon receipt of invoice.

Delinquent Sewer bill in the amount of $1,415.21 received from the City will be investigated further before payment.

Four EMS/Fire Runs were submitted to the board. EMS bills are not billable by the township. Two Fire Run Bills will be submitted to Accumed for billing.


	New Business
Chris & Shannon Briggs
Change of Zone/Map Amendment

County Commissioners Report

Bingham Township Fire Hydrant Interim Policy

Motion

Tax Tribunal Tax Consulting

Service

Motion

Motion to approve Delinquent Utility Bills

FOIA coordinator
Motion

Reports

CAFR update

Motion

Deed signing

Clerks Report

Motion

Fire Run Bills



	Treasurer Bond presented a corrected Treasurer’s Report for April 1, 2008-April 30, 2008. The Treasurer’s Report for May 1, 2008-May 30, 2008 was presented. Motion by Harger, supported by Kus to accept the revised Treasurer’s Report for April and the Treasurer’s Report for May. Motion carries.
MEMO FROM THE TREASURER – Motion to accept the treasurer’s 2007/2008 annual report to include the following:

1. Discussion of ACH/Debit and pros and cons of Positive Pay.
2. Discussion of tax receipts to include a breakdown of summer and winter plus special assessments.
3. Cash receipt journals for April 1, 2007 through March 31, 2008.
4. 2007/2008 annual Treasurers Report of disposition of cash to include corrections of pages 1, 12 and 13

5. Submission and updated Investment Policy.

6. Reimbursement Form

7. 2008 Property Tax Hardship Exemption

8. Credit Card Policy – Denied

9. Bill Payment Procedure – Tabled

10. MBIA bio

11. Structure of bank accounts, current rates and fees

Motion by Harger, supported by Trebesh to accept the 2007/2008 Treasurer’s Annual Report to include the eleven points. Motion carries.
MEMO FROM THE TREASURER was presented with a list of supplies for the tax season and township hall supplies. The treasurer requested revisiting the Credit Card Policy that was previously denied. The board is still not in favor of a Township Credit Card. Discussion on opening an account with an office supply store.


	Treasurer’s Report
Motion

Motion

	Supervisor Ostrowski and Trustee Harger met with Leon Searles and Don Potts concerning the gifted property from Searles to the Township. The property is 30 plus acres and Mr. Searles would like the property gifted back to them as we are no longer planning to build a mechanical treatment plant on the property.
Discussion on the public hearing for Sewer project #3 concerning the lagoon purchase. The clerk will contact James Kiefer to see if he has any recollection or copies of this.

The township is waiting for the revised sewer agreement between the City and the Township so a special meeting can be set to discuss the revised agreement. 

A Townhall Meeting will be set to discuss the upcoming Ballot Proposals on the August Primary Ballot. The board will check their calendars to see what is available before the August election.


	Supervisor’s 

Report



	Kus moved, supported by Harger to adjourn the meeting. Motion carries. The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.
	Adjournment


	Respectfully submitted, 

Helen Kus, Clerk

Subject to approval at the Regular Board meeting of July 14, 2008
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