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Minutes of the Meeting of Bradwell Parish Council 

held on Monday 8th April 2013 at 7:30 p m at
Summerfield School, Bradwell Common, Milton Keynes

Members present: 

Councillor Brian King (chairman)

Councillor James Alexander

Councillor Marie Bradburn

Councillor Rex Exon 
Councillor Leon Gilpin

Councillor Caroline Godfrey

Councillor Marc Hairsine

Councillor Paul Lewin

Also attended:  Harold Atkins, parish clerk/RFO, June Bryant, administrative assistant, and Mr David Evans representing Bradwell Bowls Club (for item 6).
1 Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor John Newbury. Councillor Tom Sayers also did not attend.
2 Disclosures of Interest. 
Councillor James Alexander personal interest as a trustee of Bradwell Memorial Hall, item 10, and Councillor Caroline Godfrey personal interest over planning item 14.1. 
3 Minutes
The minutes of the business meeting held on 18th March 2013 were accepted as a true record of those meetings and signed by the chairman.

RESOLVED: To accept the minutes of the meeting held on 18th March 2013 as a true record.
.
4 Chair’s Announcements. No separate business announcements.
5 Public Open Forum. No members of the public were present except Mr David Evans who attended over item 6 below.
. 

6 Grant Applications from Bradwell Bowls Club

Mr David Evans, resident of Bradwell Common, updated members on the new 2013/14 grant applications from Bradwell Bowls Club.

Community First had given an informal notice that Bradwell Bowls Club had been awarded a grant of £2,500 towards new fencing of a height likely to stop cricket balls hitting players on the bowling green, but the Club had not yet received the actual grant. The Bowls Club requested a grant of £1,000 from the Council’s general grant fund for 2013/14, and also a match funding grant of £2,500 from the fund set aside for match funding Community First grants. The total cost of the project is £7,800, the best of four quotations, of which £800 would be contributed by Bradwell Bowls Club, and the Parish Council already awarded a £1,000 grant in 2012/13. The clerk read a message from Bradwell Sports & Social Club advising that they were unwilling to contribute.
Cllr Rex Exon proposed that the Council award a grant of £1,000 from the 2013/14 fund and this was seconded by the chairman.
The chairman proposed that when the Community First grant was formally confirmed, the Parish Council would award a match funding grant of £2,500. This was seconded by Cllr Leon Gilpin.

Seven members voted in favour of both these proposals, with one abstention.

RESOLVED: 1. To award a grant of £1,000 to Bradwell Bowls Club for new high fencing. 2. To award a Community First Match Funding grant of £2,500 which would be paid on receipt of official confirmation of the Community First grant being awarded.

7 Matters brought up by the clerk/RFO

a) Following Carmen’s Cane’s retirement, all enquiries to MK Council Parish Liaison must be routed through Saranjeet Chana, Neighbourhoods Technical Officer.
b) MK Sea Cadets had sent a letter and Secklow Sounds an email both thanking the Council for their grants.
8 Public Annual Electors’ Meeting: Wednesday 17th April 2013 at Bradwell Memorial Hall.
In the absence of a third presentation, a Question Time would be held after both the chairman’s and police presentations. June Bryant was listing offers of refreshments more of which were needed. The awards have been ordered.
9 Council Tax

The clerk explained that a mistake had been made when calculating the precept at the budget meeting in January. The precept had been declared at £132,000 which was only £100 more than in 2012, yet the increase had been recorded as 19.3% on Council Tax bills. Five residents had commented on this, two making serious complaints. The reason was the government’s decision to reduce the value of the tax base on which the council tax is based, and the lateness of their decision not to compensate parish councils directly. Milton Keynes Council had agreed to compensate the parishes for most of the shortfall, but the clerk was unaware of the procedure and an email dated 10 December detailing this had not been received, probably due to computer failure at that time. The result of this was that Bradwell Parish will receive £20,204.58 more than the precept (paid £10,102.29 in two instalments in April and September). The clerk took full responsibility for the error and had tendered his resignation, but he did complain of the haste in which the final, and most important part, of the budget meeting was conducted on 21 January. The clerk felt an apology should be printed in the newsletter, and that the surplus money should be banked in the investment account and not spent in 2013/14, with the intention of reducing future bills, or at least restricting increases.
Cllr James Alexander proposed a vote of confidence in the clerk. This was seconded by the chairman and passed by all members present. The clerk would not now resign over this matter.
Cllr Caroline Godfrey reported that an official of MK Council felt that they could have dealt with the matter better. MK Council was considering operating a similar scheme next year and that more communication and training would be offered if that happened.

Cllr Paul Lewin felt that the parts of the budget meeting that referred, for example, to administration and the office, should be dealt with by the staff beforehand and not at the budget meeting to relieve pressure. Cllr Rex Exon believed any apology should be printed in an inconspicuous place in the newsletter.
10 Bradwell Memorial Hall

10.1. Hall Refurbishment. 

A professional building surveyor had estimated the cost of the renovation of Bradwell Memorial Hall, to bring it up to a good standard, at £83,400. The trustees are seeking competitive quotes to make an application from WREN (Landfill Tax) of £50,000. The Parish Council had allocated £10,000 in 2013/14 (+ £1,000 already awarded in 2012/13). Fundraising had achieved, to date, £600 for “Buy a Brick” campaign and a BBQ & Beacon Party was being organised for 2nd June (see minute 10.2 below), and other events were being planned.
All members present agreed that the Parish Council should formally advise the Memorial Hall trustees of the intention to award £10,000 towards the project, and that it was willing to write to other potential funding bodies to notify them of the Council’s support for and confidence in the project. 
RESOLVED: To award a grant of £10,000, during the 2013/14 year, to Bradwell Memorial Hall towards refurbishment of the hall.
10.2. Barbecue and Beacon Party.

The Parish Council had intended to hold a BBQ & Beacon Party in July 2013, Now, the Memorial Hall trustees had announced their intention to hold a similar event on 2nd June. Cllr Rex Exon proposed that the Parish and Memorial Hall join forces to hold a combined event. There is no record of a vote having been taken, but this was generally agreed. The chairman had arranged to get the gas for the beacon free of charge, and he has been able to transfer this offer to the Memorial Hall. 
11 Risk Assessment
The clerk circulated copies of the 2011 Risk Assessment. The chairman will organise the revising of the document and carry out surveys of Heelands Meeting Place during the May school half-term holiday, and of the storage container which did not exist at the time of the 2011 assessment. The final results would be presented to the Council as soon as possible afterwards as a new Risk Assessment should be in place before internal auditing takes place in June.
12 May Newsletter and Public Opinion Survey
June Bryant had revised the survey in accordance with previous discussions. The newsletter would be distributed with the survey in May. Members agreed to an article on MK Credit Union being published in the newsletter.
13 Cardsave – payments by debit and credit cards
The Parish Council needs to be able to accept payment by debit or credit card instead of only cash or cheque for Meeting Place hires and allotment rents. Cash payments are being phased out. Cardsave is an organisation that specifically provides card services for charities, parish councils and non-profit making organisations. There is a set up cost of £50 with a monthly fee of £22. Till rolls cost £17 but will last two years. The cost per Visa transaction is 2% (usually amounting to 35p with a refund charged at 50p.) This compares with a TSB bank change of 65p for a cheque or cash transaction. Members agreed to accept these proposals.
RESOLVED: To sign an agreement with Cardsave to enable the Council to accept debit and credit cards in payment of services.
14 Payment of Accounts
List of  Accounts presented for payment on 08 April 2013


 
Type of payment
Value £
To whom paid


Reason for payment

Cheque 002935
128.80

Peter Baldwin


Grounds asst. remuneration

Cheque 002936
1,375.00
Milton Keynes Council
Office rent 01.04.13 to 

Cheque 002937
67.20

D&I Window Cleaning

Window cleaning
Cheque 002938
875.76

HM Revenue & Customs
Income tax & national insurance

Cheque 002939
1,140.16
BALC



Annual subscription
Cheque 002940
74.29

H R Atkins


Admin and staff expenses 
Cheque 002941
855.00

Trim A Tree


Four items of tree surgery

Telepay ref wbw766
2,248.32
Staff remuneration

to be paid 19.04.13

Direct Debit
275.64

Anglian Water


Heelands MP water and sewage
Direct Debit
97.63

British Telecom

Office telecommunications
Direct Debit
18.02

E-on



Activity area lighting

Direct Debit
149.58

Shanks Waste Management
Emptying waste bins,
Sum deducted
20.94

Lloyds TSB


Bank service charges for March
15 Planning Applications

15.1. To consider new planning applications

Reference 13/00049/FUL – Single storey rear extension, 21 Walgrave Drive, Bradwell, 
Councillors agreed by four votes in favour with 3 abstentions to object to planning applications on the grounds that the site was overdeveloped and not in keeping with its surroundings in Walgrave Drive. The planning officer will be requested to bring this application to a meeting of the committee.

RESOLVED: To notify MK Council of this Council’s objection to this application.  

15.2. Planning permissions  granted

a) 13/00006/FUL – Single storey side extension, 13 The Spinney, Bradwell.

b) 13/00103/FUL – Single storey rear extension, 74  Eelbrook Avenue, Bradwell 

Common.

c) 13/00126/FUL and 13/00127/ADV – fascia signs and advertising consent for the outdoor signage at Go Outdoor Ltd., Units 1-3 Rooksley Retail Park, Patriot Drive, Rooksley.

d) 13/00097/FUL – Single storey side extension, 2 Chesham Avenue, Bradwell Common

.
16 Environmental Matters

a) The refuse in the front garden of 1 Wandsworth Place, Bradwell Common, had been cleared.
b) New paving slabs had been laid outside the Sirajco shop in Wandsworth Place.

c) The new gate at Glebe Field had been installed, but “wet paint” signs were not displayed on both sides of both gates which had been painted with wood treatment.

d) The Potholes in Glovers Lane had again been reported to MK Council.

The business having been completed, the chairman closed the meeting at 9:25pm.
Signed….………………………………chairman           
   Date…………………………………….2013
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