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Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2018
Horizon’s Center, Saginaw, Michigan 
Those Present:
District #1




Kevin Noffsinger




District #2




John Densmore
District #3




Greg Ackerman, Treasurer
District #4                                                                     Clint Stoutenburg
District #5





District #6




Ross Voelker, Chair
District #7




Brian Stratton
District #8




Mark Reif
Shipper Representative                                             Neil French

Executive Secretary 



Joe Cramer
Research Director



Greg Varner

Others Present:

Michigan Farm Bureau



Kate Theil
Gardner, Provenzano, Thomas & Luplow. PC
Heather Thomas

John Cnudde




PRAB

Dan Hensler




PRAB (Chairman)

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Chairman Ross Voelker.           
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Cramer proposed several additions to the agenda including:

·   7. Updates
· MDARD
· MFB
· MBS

· 11. Other

· MSU Funding Request
· Conference of the Americas
· Domestic Customer Visits
· 9.  PRAB – Cramer asked to move this discussion to the top of the agenda.  

A motion was made by French to approve the agenda including additions/amendments.  Noffsinger supported the motion.  Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  there was none
PRAB RESEARCH PRIORITIES:  Research Director Varner and Executive Director Cramer outlined the new timetable for Specialty Crop Block Grant applications.  Commissioners with input from PRAB members present supported further research on anthracnose, cover crops, harvest aids and cover crops.  

Commissioners also committed to identifying and inviting a (1) young farmer from their district and/or (2) young agri-business members to attend and participate in the annual March PRAB Priorities Roundtable discussion.  This meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 7, 2018 beginning at 9:00 am at the SVREC.        
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes from the December 15, 2017 meeting were discussed.  The last point in the Executive Director’s Report relevant to the ED’s annual evaluation should read August instead of December.  Minutes with the change will be considered at the next meeting.    
FINANCIAL REPORT:  Cramer presented a balance sheet and YTD P&L statement for the Commission and PRAB highlighting line items and totals.  Discussion followed.  A motion was made by Ackerman with support from Densmore to accept the financial report as presented and place on file.  Motion passed.

FY 2016-2017 Auditors Report:  Heather Thomas, GPT&L, PC, reported to Commissioners a summary of our FY 2016-17 Audit.  While there we no significant findings, Heather noted the lack of separation of duties as she has in precious reports.  After taking questions, she discussed the need to secure a credit card with an adequate limit to serve the Commissions needs versus relying on the ED’s personnel credit card.  At the conclusion of the report, Densmore moved to accept the auditor’s report.  Stratton supported.  Motion passed.   

UPDATES

· MDARD – No report

· MFB – Kate Theil assured Commissioners that MFB is engaged in the discussion of the recently adopted tax reform and specifically, on the impact on cooperatives and their members.      
· MBS – Shipper Representative Neil French summarized a recent MBS Trustee discussion about membership in the US Dry Bean Council.  Following French’s summary, a motion was made by Stratton instructing Cramer to arrange a meeting between the Trustees and Commissioners for further discussion on the subject.  Stoutenburg supported.  Motion passed.    

AT LARGE POSITION NOMINEES – Chairman Voelker and Executive Director Cramer expressed their appreciation for having 7 excellent candidates accept nomination for the newly created At Large Commission.  After careful consideration it was moved and supported that we forward Jack Frank and Steve Ewald’s names to the Governor’s Office for consideration/appointment when appropriate.  The motion was supported.  Motion passed.      
SEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT – No report
OTHER:  
· MSU Funding Request – Dr. Sharon Hooper is a key part of our ongoing ingredient project which we consider a priority.  Dr. Hooper is a native of Jamaica.  A motion was made by Densmore to fund Dr. Hooper’s visa renewal application.  Stratton supported.  Motion passed.    
· Conference of the Americas scheduled for late January 2018 has been cancelled due to the lack of participation.  This will result in a significant cancellation penalty which will be shared between the MBS and the MBC.  Negotiations to minimize losses are ongoing.
· Domestic Customer Visits – Cramer is planning to call on some domestic customers in the first quarter of 2018.  Details are being worked out.    
With no further business, Chairman Voelker adjourned the meeting at 5:10 pm.
Respectfully,
 Joe Cramer
Joe Cramer, E.S.
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