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Rockville Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
Rockville Community Center - Town Hall
January 8, 2019 – 6:00 p.m.
1.
CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – Planning Commission Chair Jane Brennan called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following members of the Rockville Planning Commission were present:  Bergen Meyer, Cheryl McGovern, Joyce Hartless, Linda Brinkley and Jane Brennan. Town Clerk, Vicki S. Bell, recorded the meeting.  
2.      DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITH AN AGENDA ITEM – Chair Brennan asked if anyone had a conflict of interest with any agenda item; none were declared.  
3.      PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were received.
4.      DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON AN APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION FOR A PROPOSED TRACTOR PAD WITH ROOF DECK SUBMITTED BY JOE MERINO, REPRESENTED BY DON OR WES DENNETT – Wes Dennett reported the deck is already built and they would like to revise the deck by cutting  it back.  Chair Brennan explained some of the history in that the deck was already constructed.  It should have been permitted, but no permit application was submitted.  Cheryl asked if the deck is already built and Chair Brennan responded it is and the revision shows a wedge being cut off.  Chair Brennan asked if the posts had a footing.  Wes responded “no”.  Chair Brennan asked if they were steel posts and Wes responded “yes”.  Chair Brennan asked if they were then just driven down and Wes responded “yes”.  Cheryl asked to clarify there are no footings?  Wes said the posts were probably 3-4’ down in the ground.  Chair Brennan asked if that would pass inspection and if it would need an inspection.  Wes responded he did not know, because it’s not a living space.  But Chair Brennan responded there will be people on the deck.  Cheryl asked that the height of the railings be added to the drawings.  Chair Brennan explained that footings will require another inspection and footings are indicated on the building plans.  

Chair Brennan asked Joe Hirschi to step forward.  One of the issues with this deck is that it encroached upon Joe Hirschi’s easement.  Chair Brennan asked if Joe Hirschi was satisfied that the plans indicated the deck would no longer encroach upon the easement.  On the west side, Joe Hirschi believed the deck needed to be cut back 2’ 2” and on the east side, it should be cut 5’ 3” back.  Chair Brennan explained we as the Planning Commission could not permit any structure that was known to encroach an easement; typically easement issues are a civil matter between property owners.  Joe Hirschi explained there is a steel column in contact with his irrigation pipe.  Chair Brennan again explained that if we as the Planning Commission cannot say for certain that the deck will be off the easement, we cannot approve the building plans.  


It was determined that Joe Hirschi’s site plan was done by surveyor Mark Schraut and Joe Merino’s site plan was prepared by an architect.  The Planning Commission chose to table the matter for one month while the two parties attempt to locate exactly where the easement is and exactly how much needs to be cut from the deck to ensure it will not encroach upon the irrigation easement.


Cheryl pointed out there are other things missing from the site plan such as a benchmark, the north point, distance from the fire hydrant, and more.  The heights and dimensions are missing, the handrail height, depths of footings is all missing.  The septic system leach field is not on the plans.  


The contractors, the Dennetts, and the neighbor, Joe Hirschi, will be working with surveyors over the next month to ensure all parties are satisfied with the location of the easement and the deck.  
5.      PRESENTATION OF A CONCEPTUAL PLAN FOR COMMISSION COMMENTS ON A PROPERTY LOCATED AT 991 WEST 230 SOUTH AND IDENTIFIED AS TAX ID R-1248-E BY DIANA DOKOS – Chair Brennan explained there have been two meetings in the office to discuss conceptual plans.  This is for the property currently licensed as the Retreat at Zion.  Diana Dokos provided a hand drawn aerial image of the property.  Diana lives in Springdale and is the founder of the Bodhi Bridge and Trust in Flow.  Both of them are service development and community service organizations.  Her background is in philanthropy and community development, as well as education and health and wellness.  She is one of the lead lecturers at the Bridge Recovery Center, or the Health Recovery Center in Hurricane.  Diana explained she came to the canyon and took the time to discover what she was called to do.  She did not come here with an agenda.  She comes in with an intention to see how she can serve the public good, either organically or with collaboration.  

She has been looking for a home base where she could offer classes, workshops, training, and retreats.  She has worked with Lynn Berryhill, who is a long term resident here, and together they created a program using the medicine wheel to create an integrative healing program that has been successful in addressing all kinds of health issues.  


When she looked at the property she recognized that Rockville is very different from Springdale.  Springdale is very commercial, overgrown with tourists, and has overpopulation issues.  She understands what makes Rockville different is its emphasis on quiet, small town, serene atmosphere.  There are no businesses, only a few grandfathered bed & breakfasts.  They want to be sensitive to that and do something that would have very little to no impact on the property.  During her preliminary meetings, she was seeking ways to fit, and found that ADA is the only road that has been offered at this time.  She was resistant at first.  She works with leaders from around the world and the levels of stress and responsibility may define someone as ADA.  They’re really an educational institute, a philanthropic foundation, not a business.  But they are self-sustaining, so they’re not dependent upon grants, the government, or any one.

Town Clerk Vicki Bell provided the Congregate Living application and they filled that out to see if they could fit in that box.  To say that everyone has to be disabled actually runs counter to her desire to create health and wellness.  


Marsha Stafford has been assisting the Retreat at Zion with their licensing and she works closely with Kelly Anderson, the state licensing representative.  She has spoken with both of those individuals.  Marsha has suggested a possibility that may work, which Diana would like to explore with the Town of Rockville.  Marsha suggested Diana license the facility under an outpatient educational license with the State of Utah.  The policy and procedures manual Marsha developed meets the guidelines and the rules that are applicable to the State of Utah.  The license would not require ADA and would not be used for substance abuse, or detoxification, or mental health issues.  


Chair Brennan explained we can only license ADA facilities.  Diana’s understanding is that the day use clientele coming for the education and the workshops do not need to be ADA, but those who stay overnight must have an assessment, a diagnosis, and a treatment plan in order to qualify.


Diana has not discussed the Outpatient Vocational Rehab with Kelly Anderson yet.  Diana introduced Aaron Garrett, a non-profit lawyer out of Salt Lake City.  His firm is a 501(c) non-profit and they assist other non-profits with legal issues.  He will be reaching out to Kelly Anderson.  


Diana explained their closing on the property is conditioned upon being able to be licensed appropriately through the Town of Rockville.  


Chair Brennan explained in order to overcome our General Plan; it must be licensed for ADA.


Cheryl asked if we allowed schools; Chair Brennan said “no”.  Diana explained they would be asking to be a school, a foundation.  Chair Brennan said we permitted the Diamond Ranch Academy, but each of those students fell under ADA.  We just do not have any other options under our General Plan and our Land Use Code.  


Joyce stated she personally believed the suggested use would be a good fit for the community, but without the ADA, it’s a business, and therefore, not allowed in Rockville.   Linda agreed.


Chair Brennan agreed and apologized we have not found a place for it to fit.  Diana and Aaron responded that they are exploring every avenue.  They did not expect the Town’s General Plan and Land Use Code to block them and they don’t know what our blocks are, so they’re asking for insight and help.  


Cheryl asked if it was a religious organization and Diana responded no.  Diana responded they are interfaith.  They work with any number of faith based backgrounds.  They do not discriminate based on religion.  Chair Brennan said she did not believe we could permit a Catholic Church here, for example.  

Diana said next they will reach out to Kelly Anderson to discuss the Outpatient Educational Vocational Rehab Program.  Cheryl believes that would qualify.  Diana believes that fits extremely well for them.  A lot of their students are right brainers and the western model has a tendency to diagnose what it does not understand and people don’t heal when misdiagnosed.  Because of the work done with Lynn Berryhill in Energy Medicine, Diana has seen people come in wheelchairs and leave in 19 days walking, running on treadmills and dancing.  Our work changes young people from finding a “job” to finding a calling and contributing to their community.    


Diana would like to work in harmony with the Town, so encourages any input from town officials.  She will follow up with Vicki Bell to make sure she makes the agenda of both the Town Council and the Planning Commission meetings in February.  
6.      APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 13, 2018 REGULAR MEETING – Linda Brinkley asked for clarification as to who Steve, Eric and Jeff Brantley are.  Joyce responded that Steve is the owner of Two Feathers and the Father of both Eric and Jeff Brantley.

Linda Brinkley MOVED to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2018 meeting.  Bergen Meyer SECONDED.


VOTE on motion:




Bergen Meyer – Aye




Cheryl McGovern – Aye




Joyce Hartless – Aye



Linda Brinkley - Aye



Chair Jane Brennan – Aye




The motion passed unanimously.
7.      PLANNING COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS – 
A.      REPORT FROM ROCKVILLE SURVEY COMM ITTEE BY CHAIR JOYCE HAMILTON:  Joyce reported we have received input from the Mayor and the President of the Pipeline Company and we’ve made revisions to the survey in accordance with those comments.  So this is the final call for last minute suggestions.  We would like to send this to Five Counties this month.  Linda asked if Joe Harper ever provided any feedback, as was reported in the November meeting minutes, and Joyce responded no.  Chair Brennan asked if Joyce would send the revisions to the Committee and Joyce agreed to do so.  Chair Brennan thanked Joyce, Bergen and Shirley Ballard for their work on the survey.   
8.      PLANNING COMMISSION ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS - OTHER – Chair Brennan reported the Land Use Code is being updated and revised to make it more current and to ensure compliance with state and federal laws.  She encouraged the Commission to submit any suggestions or corrections by email to Jane this month and she will get it to Mike Hansen, our consultant.


Chair Brennan will be chair until February.  Everyone stated they would be here next month.  Clerk Bell suggested the Commission start thinking about whom they wanted to select (as Chair and Vice Chair) next month and Chair Brennan responded to the Committee, “Get your campaign signs up right now.”  Cheryl asked if anyone signed up to take a position on the Commission and Vicki responded the Council will be voting to re-appoint the two members tomorrow night because only the two letters of interest were received.  
9.      ADJOURN– Linda Brinkley MOVED to adjourn. Cheryl McGovern SECONDED.

  VOTE on motion:




Bergen Meyer – Aye 




Cheryl McGovern – Aye




Joyce Hartless – Aye



Linda Brinkley - Aye



Jane Brennan – Aye



The motion passed unanimously.

The Planning Commission Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:







Joyce Hamilton, Deputy Town Clerk







Town of Rockville

APPROVED:

__/s/ Joyce Hamilton_________________

Planning Commission Chair/Vice Chair
