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     14th September, 2012

Dear Parents & Carers,

A very warm welcome back to everyone and a special welcome to the children and families who are new to Mellor Primary School.

The children have already settled in to their classes and routines and are looking forward to an exciting year ahead.

Golden Table

Today. congratulations go to Elise Ford, Maisie Latimer, Ellie Wilson, Eve Brady, Nathan Brown, Morgan Clarke, Lara Jobling with the special award going to Joshua Poke.

Staff news

We are delighted to welcome Mrs Rabin and Miss Catterall onto the teaching team at Mellor.  Both teachers have been working hard during the holiday period and have very quickly become part of our Mellor family.  We also welcome Miss Threlkeld as part of the teaching support staff.  Miss Threlkeld was successfully appointed during the summer holidays from a very strong field of candidates.

A good start to the year!

Thank you to Rachel Shakespeare (our new cello teacher) and the ladies in the string quartet who gave a beautiful, engaging and inspiring recital to the children this morning in assembly.  If your child is interested in playing the cello, please contact the school office.

For any Year 4 or 5 children, Mr Beasley currently has spaces for anyone interested in learning to play a brass instrument and Mr Lloyd has spaces for juniors interested in learning to play a woodwind instrument.  Please contact the office for further information.  Thank you.

Orchestra news

Once again, the school orchestra is up and running on a Wednesday morning.  Mrs Steadman and Mrs Cripps welcome all brass, woodwind and string musicians to join them at 8.15am.  
Choir

We were pleased to see 26 children turn up for the first choir session this week.  With events such as Winter Wonderland, Young Voices, the School Music Evening and the Mellor Show next year, the choir have much to aim for, it should be a great year ahead.
School Meals

On return to school, we would like to say that the quality assured by our new school meal contractor Taylor Shaw has not only been met but has exceeded all expectations.  Staff & children have seen clear improvements in the food provided and the lunchtime experience has been a joy to watch.  Look out for opportunities to come and try for yourselves!

1st Prize!

For those parents who did not attend the junior production last term, the following is some very special news which I’d like to share with you.  Mrs Lumber and Mrs Burnett took a trug of vegetables grown by the children in the school gardening club to the Tatton Show.  We are delighted to inform you that their array of vegetables won first prize!  Well done to you all.

Jewellery in PE
Children are not allowed to wear jewellery because of the possibility of loss, damage and injury.  In the case of earrings, these should be removed and placed in an envelope for safe keeping.  If this is not possible then your child will have to miss their PE session.  Thank you for your understanding.
Lecture by Doug Scott

You will I’m sure by now know about the presentation by Doug Scott, the first Briton to summit Everest, on Wednesday 7th November @ 7pm at school.  Tickets cost £15 each and are available from the school office if paying by cash or cheque or if paying by card, contact Bromleys on 0161 330 6821. 

School Administration

Texting and email Service

The school texting and email service is frequently used.  For parents new to school, you should have received a text to inform you that this newsletter is being emailed/distributed today.  If this did not happen, please check your priority mobile phone number with the office.  The email service is used to send newsletters and other pupil related information.  Please check your inbox!  For those parents who have opted to receive information in paper form, these will be sent home accordingly.  

Payments

For those parents new to school and a polite reminder to others……… a significant amount of administration time can be spent chasing outstanding debts for non payment of school dinner monies, trips, music lessons and Out-of-School-Care.  Whilst we will always try to accommodate families in difficult financial circumstances if we are made aware of this, don’t allow consistent debt situations to continue.  Some school activities are optional and we urge you as parents to seriously consider whether you can afford for your child to undertake a particular activity.  With regards to trips and some music lessons, school do try to subsidise these where at all possible.

Correspondence

If you have payments or slips for the school office, please send in a clearly marked envelope showing the name of the child, class and what the envelope relates to enclosing the correct monies if possible.  Ideally, these envelopes should be sent to the office via the class teacher or alternatively, can be placed in the wooden office box just outside the office.

Signing in

If your child/ren arrive at school after 8.55am, please ensure that you notify us of their arrival by signing in the appropriate book in the entrance hall.  This procedure is very important for fire regulations and for the safeguarding of your children.  

Illness

If your child is going to be absent from school due to illness or a medical appointment, please will you phone the school office by 8.55am.  It is imperative that all our children are accounted for.

Many thanks for your understanding with the above.

Irish Dancing

Unfortunately, Mrs D’Souza has had to cancel the after school lesson on Wed 26th September, refunds will be given for this session in due course.
Term dates
Your children will be coming home today with a credit card size list of term dates for your convenience.

Inservice Day Friday, 19th October

If demand is sufficient, Phil Sherwood will again be running a sporting day of activities on the above inservice day for our children aged Reception and above.  Further information and prices to follow.  
Thank you!

Due to the generosity of donations given after the summer junior productions and other donations, we now have £517.19 to purchase musical instruments for the playground.  We aim to add a little bit more to this before we decide on the next step.
Dream Flights

On Friday 21st September, lucky Year 6 will be having a go on a BA flight simulator.  The following day, Saturday 22nd September, the simulator will be available to the public at the Royal Oak from lunchtime onwards.  To book a slot, please phone the Royal Oak on 427 1655 - £5 for 5 minutes.  All proceeds will go to the Dream Flight charity.
Head Lice

Please will you remain vigilant with regards to doing regular checks on your children for Head Lice.  For more information on treatment visit www.headlice.co.uk

Extra-curricular sports clubs and music lessons
	
	Before School
	During School
	After School

	Monday
	
	Keyboard & guitar lessons
year 2 upwards
	Pop Lacrosse 3.15-4.15pm
Football with Mr S (Infants) 3.15-4.30pm
French Knitting 3.15-4pm

	Tuesday
	8am Karate 

(Year 2 upwards)
	Cello lessons
year 2 upwards (day may vary)
	Active Kids Club 3.15-4.30pm

	Wednesday
	8.15am Orchestra (Juniors)
	Violin lessons year 3 upwards
	Irish Dancing Year 1 upwards 3.15-4.15pm 
Gardening Club 3.15-4pm

	Thursday
	8.15am Choir (Juniors)
	
	

	Friday
	
	Brass lessons

year 4 & 5 upwards Woodwind lessons 

year 3 upwards
	Football with Mr S (Juniors) 3.15-4.30pm




A term’s notice must be given for a child to end music lessons

You will usually be notified of any changes to the above clubs by text
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Dates for your diary:


Open Evening for Yr 6 at Marple Hall





Thurs 20th Sept 4.30-8pm

Founders’ Day







 
Mon, 1st October

A special day to commemorate Thomas Walklate, the original benefactor for the first Mellor School
FOM Halloween Disco







Wed, 24th October
Lecture by Doug Scott – the first Briton to summit Everest 


Wed, 7th November @ 7pm

FOM Quiz & Curry Night






Fri, 16th November

FOM Christmas Fair







Fri 30th November

FOM Christmas Ball







Sat 8th December

Infant Afternoon Christmas Production




Wed, 12th December @ 2pm

Infant Evening Christmas Production





Thurs, 13th December @ 6.30pm

Young Voices Concert @ MEN (Juniors)




Thurs, 17th January 2013
Please remember to keep the office informed of any changes in medical conditions, or emergency contact numbers.  Many thanks.

Best wishes,

J.E. Nicholson
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Julian was brought up in Mellor and was a pupil at Mellor Primary School.  He started singing in the Mellor Church Choir and now pursues a professional solo career.
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Have you ever wondered what happens when?...........................





Q	Your child’s uniform is not named?





A	We accumulate masses of lost property in the basket in the entrance porch.  Several bin bags of lost property are sent to charity shops every year.  Please name all uniform!
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