SHOPPING
 Shop is a place where things are sold and bought. We need to do the shopping every day. It is an important part of our lives. We need to go to the shops because we need fresh food, vegetable, fruit and other imporant things like soap or shampoo. 
 
We have a lot of possibilities where we can do the shopping. In small towns or villages people can do the shopping in local convenience shop. There they can buy food, vegetable, fruit, alcohol and magazines. In bigger towns are different types of shops. At the baker´s we buy bread, rolls and cakes; at the butcher´s we get pork, beef, fish and poultry; the greengrocers’ sell fruit and vegetables. If we need the furniture, books, clothes or shoes we can go to the furniture shop, bookshop, clothes shop or shoe shop. In large towns there are always special types of shops called department stores. Department store is a large shop divided into several big sections like furniture, clothes.... Under one roof we can find everything what we want. We don´t need to visit another shops, everything we can find on one place. In large towns there are usually hypermarkets or supermarkets. They are always situated on the edge of the town. People can buy there large amounts of goods using a shopping trolley and it is easier to put the things in their cars. People can also visit the big shopping malls. It is a town under one roof. There are streets; people can find there a bank or post office, lot of shops, restaurants, pubs. In shopping malls are often held the concerts of pop groups. 
 
People who work in a shop are shop assistants, they served the customers, can give them advice, sell things. In a department store there is always a shop detective who watches customers to stop them from shoplifting.
 
Many competitions want to attract customers. They spend a lot of money on commercials or advertisements. We can find it everywhere, in newspapers and magazines, on TV. Big shopping centres try to influence customers with special offers and bargains.
 
For many people is shopping very popular free time activity. They can spend their all free time by shopping. They often make shopping trips with their whole families. There are also people who hate shopping. They go to shops only sometimes for example when they need fresh food. For me is shopping boring too. I don´t like it because it takes me a lot of time.

Questions:

1. Do you like shopping? How often do you go shopping?
I don´t like shopping, for me is it too boring go to the shops. I don´t like it, because it takes a lot of time. I go shopping only sometimes when I need clothes or shoes. I hate it because it always takes a lot of time. They always don´t have what I want and I have to look for something else. 
 
2. What are the advantages, disadvantages of small shops? 
The big advantage is that in small shop are not many people. You can get there fresh bread or milk. The disadvantages are that there is a lack of things. You can´t get there everything what you need. In small shop are the shelves always too close by themselves and there is only few of room. 
 
3. What do you do if you need to buy a pair of jeans? Do you go alone or with your friends?
If I need a new pair of jeans at first I always go to the shops and check what they can offer to me. Then I choose jeans and I try them if they fit. I sometimes go shopping with my mother or with my friends. They can help me by choosing clothes.
 
4. Do advertisements influence you? What do you like/dislike about advertising?
I think advertisements and commercials don´t influence me. I buy only that what I really want. I hate advertisements because they are everywhere, in newspapers, on TV. I hate when I watch TV and after few minutes there is always a commercial break. 
 
5. Did you use to go shopping alone as a child?
Yes, I did but not very often only when my mother forgot to buy something. She wrote a shopping list to me and I went to shop. 
 
6. What could be done to improve the relationship between shop assistants and customers?
I think that the shop assistants should always be polite, ready to give us advice. Customers should be patient. 
 
7. How would you describe a shopaholic? It is a serious problem?
The shopaholic is a person who spends all his free time by shopping. This person always buys unnecessary things. This person is influenced by commercials and advertisements. I think nowadays it is a very serious problem. Because lots of people spend their free time shopping they don´t make trips to nature, they don´t fill their lives with culture. 
 
8. How often do you think teenagers where do you live spend time in malls? How much depends on where you live?
Teenagers nowadays spend a lot of time in malls. They do the shopping or go to the multi-cinema. They can spend all their free time in malls with friends. I think it is different in large towns where are lot of malls and department stores. Teenagers from villages or small towns don´t spend lot of time in malls because in small towns aren´t shopping malls. 
 
9. What are the pros/cons of spending your free time at the mall?
The pros are that in mall you can find everything what you want. You can do the shopping; you can go to the cinema. You can meet your friends there. You can eat in restaurants. The cons are that it takes a lot of time. You are not in fresh air. You must have a car to go there.
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