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        Union of the Baltic Cities
      Commission on Urban Planning 

        and the City of Vilnius
Invite to a seminar in VILNIUS, Lithuania
19th  -  21st of April, 2007
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“Planning and the Public “
Public Participation and Public Space in City Development
Invitation

The UBC Commission on Urban Planning hereby announces and warmly invites to a seminar in
Vilnius, Lithuania, on 19th – 21st of April 2007
 “Planning and the Public – Public Participation and Public Space in City Development”
The seminar is an activity of the Union of Baltic Cities and its Commission on Urban Planning. It will deal with two of the most common and interesting questions in urban planning of today – how to create attractive public space and how to achieve involvement and public participation when working with urban planning. 

The seminar programme is under construction. The seminar will contain qualified lectures on subjects according to the main theme. There will also be practical work shops where the participants will deal with and propose solutions to specific planning questions regarding public space in the city of Vilnius. 

The invitation is directed in first place to city planners and development experts from cities in the net-work of the UBC Commission on Urban Planning. It is also open to other representatives from the UBC.  Participants from cities outside of the UBC-network are also welcome in case of available places. The total number of participants will for practical reasons be limited to about max. 40 participants.

Make arrangements and send in the registration for the participation already today and mark the days of 19th – 21st of April in your agenda!
Looking forward to see you in Vilnius!  

Sirpa Kallio







Jonas Jakaitis


The UBC Commission on Urban Planning 

and 

the City of Vilnius
Contact person in Vilnius:

Jonas Jakaitis

City of Vilnius

Konstitucijos Ave, LT 09601 Vilnius, LITHUANIA

Tel. +370 52112690, Mobile +370 69877781 e-mail jonas.jakaitis@vilnius.lt
The UBC Commission on Urban Planning (steering committee):

Sirpa Kallio (chairman), Helsinki City Economical and Planning Centre, PO Box 20, 00099 Helsinki, FINLAND 

Phone + 358 9 310 36124, Mobile + 358 50 3706567, Fax + 358 9 310 36272, e-mail sirpa.kallio@hel.fi
Gvido Princis  Riga City Development Department, Amatu 4 RIGA, LV-1050 LATVIA

Phone +371 7012 843  Fax: +371 7012 922 e-mail: gvido.princis@riga.lv
Marek Karzynski, B:o Planowania Przestrzennego, Al. Marszk Piesudskiego 52/54, 81382 Gdynia, POLAND

Tel + 48 58 6688340, Fax + 48 58 6688342, e-mail m.karzynski@gdynia.pl 

Jonas Jakaitis, Konstitucijos Ave, LT 09601 Vilnius, LITHUANIA

Tel. +370 52112690, Mobile +370 69877781 e-mail jonas.jakaitis@vilnius.lt
Gunilla Kronvall, Malmö Stadsbyggnadskontor, August Palms plats 1, S- 20580 Malmö, SWEDEN

Phone +46 40 342212,  e-mail: gunilla.kronvall@malmo.se
Peter Hee, Nytorv 11, 6000  Kolding, DENMARK

Tel. +45 7930 1600, Mobile + 45 21673633, Fax + 45 7930 1602, e-mail pemh@kolding.dk
Lars-Göran Boström, Umeå City Development Department, S-901 84 Umeå, SWEDEN

Phone: +46 90 161301, e-mail: lars-goran.bostrom@umea.se
Short presentation of Vilnius

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, was founded in 1323. Vilnius sits on the terraced banks of the Neris river surrounded by hills crowned by green pine forests. This natural setting is what gives the city its distinctive appeal. Vilnius has one of the largest in Eastern Europe historical Old Town representing all the European architectural styles. Because of its uniqueness, the Old Town was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

According to the 1990 findings of the National Geographic Institute of France, Vilnius is the most central city in Europe, lying some 25 km south of the exact centre of Europe. With a current population of 576,400 Vilnius retains a snug, almost village-like feel, although it can hardly be described as a typical small town, being home to not just Lithuanians, but also a sizeable population of Russians, Poles, Jews and other nationalities. An ongoing cultural dialogue between the various nationalities is a clear priority for the city of Vilnius. In 2002 Vilnius was awarded  UNESCO Cities For Peace Prize. It is perhaps this unique blend of cosmopolitan life and local feel that attracts more tourists and business travellers every year. Vilnius has been appreciated as an attractive place where one can enjoy architecture or social life, opera or basketball, shopping or street festivals, also friendliness of people, the comfort and hospitality.

Over the past 10-15 years, Vilnius has changed beyond recognition. Vilnius’ history and geopolitical location offer many opportunities. It is located at the crossroads of a European region that includes the Baltic and Scandinavian neighbours to the North, as well as the Russian, Polish and Byelorussian neighbours to the South and East. The entire region encompasses a huge market.   Today the Baltic Sea Region is one of the most stable in Europe, marked by a very high level of regional cooperation.  It ranks among the most rapidly developing regions in Europe.

Today’s Vilnius is a great place for business. Many major well known companies have offices here – from finance and business consultants to highly qualified legal firms.

The capital of Lithuania is a modern city, the political, administrative and economic center of the country and the heart of education and culture.

Once you have visited Vilnius, you will never forget its charm.

Welcome to Vilnius, openly yours!

Preliminary  agenda

Wednesday, April 18th, 2007

19.00
Get together / Informal Dinner (place to be announced later to registered participants)

Thursday, April 19th
Venue: Vilnius City Hall
09.00-9.15
Welcome to the Vilnius seminar – Commission on Urban Planning 


Welcome to Vilnius – Vilnius City representative 

9.15-10.00
Current Development and City Planning Projects in Vilnius 


– D. Bardauskienė - Advisor to the Mayor

– J. Jakaitis - Head of Affairs Master and Special Planning Division, Vilnius City Municipal Government
10.00-10.30
Coffee break

10.30-11.10
An international example of Public Participation in the planning process


– Alan Charles Freeman – Ph.D., Professor of Urban planning
11.10-11.40
Public Participation in Planning: How it is done in Helsinki


– Juha-Pekka Turunen, Public Participation Specialist, Helsinki City Planning Department

12.00-13.00
Lunch 

13.00-14.00
Excursion in Vilnius by bus – City Sightseeing and looking at workshop sites 

– R. Matonienė - Head of Affairs of Investment Projects' Division, Vilnius City Municipal Government
14.00-18.30
Workshop time

Meeting with provided Territory specialists


– V. Kondratas - Head of Affairs of City's East Territory Subdivision, Vilnius City Municipal Government (part of the city territory Žvėrynas).

– E. Broga - Chief Expert of City's Central Territory Subdivision, Vilnius City Municipal Government (part of the city territory Naujoji Vilnia).
19.30
Informal Dinner

Friday, April 20th
Venue: Vilnius City Hall

9.00-9.40
Claim the Space! Democratic Public Spaces


– Speaker, Doctor from Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (to be announced later)
9.50-10.30
Experiencing Public Space in the Centre of the 21st Century City


‑ Paulina Golebiowska, Architect, Gdynia
10.30-11.00
Coffee break
11.00-11.30
Virtual Reality on Internet - New tools for planning and public participation


– Lars-Göran Boström; Chief Planner, Umeå (member of CUP of UBC)

12.00-13.00
Lunch
13.00
Workshop time
19.30
City of Vilnius Reception – formal dinner

Saturday, April 21st
Venue: Group work rooms  /  City Hall
9.00
Workshop time

Lunch 

Workshops – “final touch”, preparing for presentations

14.30
Presentations of workshop results (approx. 20 minutes/group)


Proposals for studied public spaces in the City of Vilnius – How to increase Public Participation in urban planning projects?


Discussion and comments.


Future CUP activities. Making a new application for financing: Project Theme, Participation, Agreements, Schedule – Lars-Göran, Peter and Gunilla


Next seminar– Announcing of place, dates and a short introduction to the city and preliminary seminar theme

17.00
The End 

19.00 / 19.30
Informal dinner or some local programme 
Saturday April 21st   or    Sunday, April 22nd

Departures from Vilnius according to each participant’s own schedule

Remark:

If participants want to present /display best experience examples from their cities, they should contact the Vilnius secretariat (Jonas Jakaitis) latest by end of March (in case to prepare a mini exposition or to arrange time for presentation)

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Preliminary hotel reservations will be made. 
Meeting venue 

[image: image2.jpg]



Best Western Naujasis Vilnius
Konstitucijos Ave. 14,
Vilnius - LT 09308

tel. +370 5 2739595
fax. +370 5 2739500

www.hotelnv.lt
office@hotelnv.lt
Location: City center, on the right bank of the Neris river, 10-minutes walk to the old town.  The Hotel is  very close to the Vilnius City Municipality building (Konstitucijos Ave. 3). 

Transfer from the Airport: by bus No. 2, minibus No. 15 and No. 20 until the stop „Žaliasis tiltas“ (Green Bridge); by taxi: max 60 Lt; (1 Euro ( 3,45 Lt). Taxis are avalaible at the Airport, but it is also possible to order a taxi in the Hotel. 
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Accomodation: Best Western Naujasis Vilnius (meeting venue). If you would prefer another Hotel, please refer to Ms. Andre Makuleviciene by e-mail: andre@1312.lt. 
Important information:

The participation in the seminar and study tours will be free of charge.
Travel and accommodation must be paid by participants themselves.
The Commission on Urban Planning and the City of Vilnius are supporting the seminar, but the participants must be prepared to pay for some meals by themselves.
Contact Persons:
Mr Jonas Jakaitis
Head of Master and Special Planning Division 
Vilnius City Municipal Government
Tel. +370 5 2112630 
Fax +370 5 2112033
e-mail: jonas.jakaitis@vilnius.lt  

Mrs Diana Paliukėnienė
Chief Officer of International Relations Department
Vilnius City Municipal Government
Tel. +370 5 2112702
Fax +370 5 2112331
e-mail: diana.paliukeniene@vilnius.lt 
Registration for the Meeting

Please register latest by 15th of March sending the Registration Form  by e-mail:  andre@1312.lt and a copy to jonas.jakaitis@vilnius.lt
Useful information about the City of Vilnius

http://www.vilnius-tourism.lt/index.php/en/ 

Map of Vilnius Old Town 

http://www.vilnius-tourism.lt/EasyAdmin/sys/files/senamiescio%20zemelapis.pdf
Interactive site about Vilnius: http://www.development.lt/index.php/maps/vilnius/93
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Seminar  of  the UBC Commission on Urban Planning
18th  –21st  April,  2007 

Vilnius, Lithuania 

REGISTRATION FORM

Please fill in this Registration Form and send by e-mail to andre@1312.lt with a copy to jonas.jakaitis@vilnius.lt     by 15th March  at the latest! Please indicate the code: UBC Meeting
INFORMATION ABOUT PARTICIPANT

	First name
	

	Last name
	

	Job title
	

	Institution
	

	Street
	

	City
	

	Country
	

	Phone number
	

	E-mail address 
	


ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE

	Date and time of arrival:
	

	Date and time of departure:
	


ACCOMODATION

	Best Western Naujasis Vilnius
Konstitucijos Ave. 14, Vilnius - LT 09308, tel. +370 5 2739595, fax. +370 5 2739500

www.hotelnv.lt; office@hotelnv.lt

	From 
	Till

	
	

	Please indicate your choice (X): 

	Single Room 220 Lt (64 Eur)
	

	Double room 248 Lt (72 Eur)
	

	Please indicate your Credit  Card number to confirm the reservation 
	


	Special requirements (allergies etc.)
	

	
	


	Workshop 1 Former Lenin Park
	Choice 1    /  Choice 2 (please indicate)

	Workshop 2 River Neris Waterfront
	Choice 1    /  Choice 2 (please indicate)


We are looking forward to see you in Vilnius! 
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