Net Bookmarks

Economics and Personal Finance
Ch. 1, p. 9

www.legendsofamerica.com/we-chisholmtrail.html 

Visit www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 1. Read the article on the Chisholm Trail. What was the importance of this trail and what motivated those who traveled it? Relate this trail to land, labor, entrepreneurship, and capital.
Chapter 2, p. 54
www.bls.gov/ 

Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 2. On the Bureau of Labor Statistics website locate on Subject Areas to locate the unemployment rate. What is the trend in the unemployment rate over the last two years? How would this trend be reflected in the nation’s production possibilities curve?
Chapter 3, p. 77
www.conference-board.org/
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 3. Go to The Conference Board and read the latest Consumer Confidence Index report. What demand shifter variable is affected by consumer confidence? Based on this report, what might be the effect on the demand curves for automobiles and generic brands?
Chapter 4, p. 102

www.economagic.com/em-cgi/data.exe/doeme/cofmupg 
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 4. Go to Economagic, which is a rich source of economic data. Observe the trend in the price per barrel of crude oil for a twelve-month period. Which supply shifter variable is affected by the cost of crude oil? Based on the recent trend in the price of crude oil, analyze the effect on the supply curve for plastics.
Chapter 5, p. 141
www.kimberly-clark.com/ 
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 5. Visit Kimberly-Clark, maker of Kleenex, and click on Our Brands. Facial tissues, according to some analysts, are a product with low customer loyalty. What is Kimberly-Clark doing to increase product differentiation and brand loyalty?
Chapter 6, p. 181
www.sec.gov/
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 6. The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) is a federal agency. Visit their website to find information, such as annual fi lings with the SEC, about publicly held companies. Click on More in the menu along the left side of the screen. Under Filings and Form you can search Company Filings. Choose a corporation you would consider a good investment and gather information about that company. In addition to learning a company’s address, operation sites, and entities, much information is available for public viewing. As a potential investor, why would you want or need to know the type of information disclosed by the SEC? How would this information affect your decision to buy stock in this company?

Chapter 7, p. 204
www.sba.gov
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 7. Visit the Small Business Administration (SBA) website. The website contains information to help people get started buying or building a business. The site includes templates for writing a business plan. It also includes advice about preparing finances, getting a loan, and all types of services available. What are the three types of SBA loans? Write a sentence to describe each type of loan.
Chapter 8, p. 227
www.frbsf.org/currency/

Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 8. Browse Historical American Currency Exhibit. Choose Portraits. Whose picture was on the $10,000 bill?
Chapter 9, p. 257
www.fdic.gov
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 9. Visit the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) website. Here you will find complete information about the role of the FDIC and services available to account holders, consumers, and others. Click on I Am A box and choose Consumer. Then, click on the I Want To box and choose Prevent identity theft. What can you do to avoid being an online victim?
Chapter 10, p. 283
www.ftc.gov/bcp/consumer.shtm
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 10. Visit the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection website, where you will find information for consumers about how to use credit. Click on the Consumer Information tab. Under Consumer Categories locate information useful to consumers as they use credit. What resources are available at this site? What steps can you take to guard against credit card fraud? Why is it important to report credit card losses and fraud immediately?
Chapter 11, p. 322
www.conference-board.org/
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 11. Visit Global Business Cycle Indicators. Click on the Conference Board Leading Economic Index (LEI) for U.S. and select Download a PDF of the press release with a graph and summary table. Based on this graph, what is your forecast for the economy?
Chapter 12, p. 342
www.bls.gov/web/laus/laumstrk.htm
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 12. Visit the Bureau of Labor Statistics state unemployment. What states have the highest unemployment rate? Compare your state’s unemployment rate with the rate for the nation as a whole. What might account for the difference?
Chapter 13, p. 375
www.taxfoundation.org/
Tax freedom day is the day of the year when taxpayers have earned enough money to pay the average tax burden for the year. For 2011, that day was April 12 for the entire country. You work more than three full months to pay for taxes. Do you consider that a fair tax burden? Why? Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 13. Visit the website of The Tax Foundation. Click on Tax Freedom Day. What day of the year is tax freedom day for your state?
Chapter 14, p. 409
www.economagic.com/ 

Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 14. Visit Economagic.com website. Select the Federal Funds Rate and record this rate for the past 20 quarters. Next scroll down to Bank Prime Loan, which indicates the prime interest rate (the interest rates banks charge their most credit-worthy customers) and record the prime rate over the last 20 quarters. What is the gap between the federal funds rate and the prime rate? Explain this gap. Is there a relationship between the change in the prime lending rate and the federal funds rate? Explain.
Chapter 15, p. 440
www.xe.net/currency/
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 15. Visit the Universal Currency Converter. How much is the U.S. dollar currently worth in terms of the euro? How much is the U.S. dollar currently worth in terms of the Japanese yen? 
Chapter 16, p. 457
www.realtor.com and www.realtor.org/research
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 16. When buying or selling homes, most people work with a real estate agent. Visit the National Association of Realtors website. Here you will find information about real estate, how to locate properties for sale, and important things for homeowners to know about. You can also fi nd housing and economic statistics. What is the most current indices for Pending Home Sales and Existing Home Sales? How do these numbers compare to the previous month?
Chapter 17, p. 488
www.finra.org
Access www.cengage.com/school/economics/personalfinance and click on the link for Chapter 17. The FINRA (Financial Industry Regulatory Authority) is the self-regulatory agency for stockbrokers in the United States. It sets rules for brokers and helps investors recover losses when their stock funds have not been properly managed. What are the four categories into which most common claims fall?
