Welcome Swimmers and Families to the SSI Invitational Swim Meet and
Welcome to the Rithaler Family Farm!

Directions, Information and Reminders for this Weekend

Directions:  Our address is 160 Vesuvius Bay Rd.  

Coming from the Crofton-Vesuvius ferry:  proceed up the road for approx 3 KM.  You will see the lake on your left and a large field.  Just ahead, as you approach a very sharp curve toward the right, you will see a metal gate.  It will be marked “Welcome Nanaimo White Rapids”.  

If you are driving an RV, camper, or trailer, please enter here.  NOTE:  traffic moves quickly on this road, so proceed with caution as you cross the road to enter the gate.

If you are driving a vehicle only (tenting),  proceed around the curve and take the next driveway on your left at 160 Vesuvius Bay Road (again will be marked).    Pull in the driveway and park nose first into the fence along the left hand side – please come all the way to the plum tree so there will be room for others to follow.  If you miss the driveway and go a bit too far, Portlock Park  (tennis courts, baseball field and track) will come up on your right.  (That’s where the marshalling is being done for the Open Water swim, beginning at 3:30pm).  Just turn around and come back.
Coming from Victoria, via Swartz Bay to Fulford, come all the way into Ganges (approximately 15 kms).  

- Go THROUGH Ganges – you will proceed up the hill and pass the Upper Ganges Centre (with Country Grocer) on your left, the RCMP station on the right.  

- Keep going for approximately 2 more kms till you reach a 4-way stop 

– this is called CENTRAL.  

- Turn left and you will see a baseball field and tennis courts and a track on your left 

– this is Portlock Park – keep going and we will be the 6th driveway on your right.  The driveway curves slightly to the right.  Just come on in and park “nose first” against the fence and check in.
Either me or my husband Mark will be here to greet you.  Look forward to seeing you,  If you have any troubles, just give me a call (Loretta – at 250-537-7503) I’ll have my phone with me.  Mark’s number is 250-537-7502.
General Information and Reminders

We have 5 acres, about 2 of which is relatively flat, with shade trees (old orchard). We are located directly across the street from Portlock Park, a nice playground,with running track and soccer-baseball fields.  Portlock Park will be serving once again as the marshaling area for the Open Water swim on Friday afternoon.   The small Fritz Theatre (currently showing “Mad Max”) is a 5-minute walk away, just beyond the Fire Hall.

For your enjoyment, we have a gazebo with 2 picnic tables, an "outdoor sink" as well as access to potable water for cooking and drinking. The gazebo offers a place to prepare food and use your own Coleman or propane stoves with safety, away from the dry grass. There is a plug there as well, available to re-charge cell phones in an emergency or re-charge a light, etc.  Please share.  You may wish to bring along a power bar to help share the electrical outlets.  Portable toilets will be available on site.  

As we have mentioned, this is a small farm and both our children are involved with the 4H Program, so we have sheep, as well as a rabbit (Peter) and a cat named “Mandu”.  Accordingly, we would ask that your family pets be left at home.  Please note that “gates and doors” to buildings, fences, etc are strictly out of bounds, for the safety of the animals, as well as yourselves.  We thank you for your respect of the animals and their boundaries, and for remaining within the designated camping area.  


Unfortunately, due to the extreme fire hazards, there will be absolutely no fires permitted on the island at all. 
We are doing our best to allocate space for groups to be near each other, but the area is reasonably small, so you’ll not be far away from each other in any event.  Hopefully you’ll take the opportunity to get to know some new friends and perhaps get re-acquainted with folks you’ve met before.

The cost for camping is $32 per night, per family (maximum four people).  Each additional person is $5 per person per night. (Note:  $2 is retained by White Rapids for credit card processing and pinatas.)  These fees will offset the costs of preparation, rent of facilities and maintenance to provide the camping space.  Any funds remaining will go to the Salt Spring Stingrays Swim team. 


We are pleased to welcome you all and look forward to a really terrific weekend.

Sincerely,
Loretta, Mark, William (the swimmer) and Anna RITHALER

250-537-7503

lrithaler@telus.net
