WELCOME BACK INFORMATION
TJ Middle School Office   - 268-6100  - Summer Hours -  7:30 – 3:30

DISTRICT WEBSITE:  www.pwssd.k12.wi.us  (Choose TJ from School Dropdown Menu)

REGISTRATION FORMS:  Please return your student’s registration paperwork as soon as possible!  Even if you are not able to pay the school fees at this time, it is essential that we receive the forms before school starts so we can update our records! Fees can be paid in the future and, if necessary, can be done in installments. IF YOU RECEIVED A SCRIP CREDIT CHECK IN THIS PACKET, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE IT WHEN YOU SEND IN YOUR FORMS SO THAT WE CAN CREDIT YOUR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT!   Please note: Students are not allowed to participate in sports or field trips until we have received updated health and contact information.  So, thanks for your help in sending them in to us quickly so that we have up-to-date information the first day of school!!
The first day of school is Tuesday, September 4th.  Due to the cleaning schedule, students are NOT allowed in the building to check out their classrooms or put items in their lockers until August 29th.
STUDENT SCHEDULES WILL BE MAILED THE WEEK OF AUGUST 20th.   Please be sure to check in the envelope for your Parent/Guardian PowerSchool Login and Password information and other important information!

Please mark these very important dates on your calendar now and plan to attend:

· 5th Grade Parent Orientation and Information Presentation – MONDAY, AUGUST 27th. 6:00 – 8:00 PM
· 6th – 8th Grade Parent Informational Meeting regarding NEW class schedule, curriculum, etc. – TUESDAY, AUGUST 28th, 6:00 – 8:00 PM PM
· Parent Orientation for all Grades  - THURSDAY, SEPT 13th, 6:30 – 7:30PM
AND 7th Grade Outdoor Ed Camp Meeting – will be from 6:00 – 6:30PM
ARE YOU IN THE LOOP?   If you haven’t already subscribed to our Daily Announcements web feed, we encourage you to do it as soon as possible.   Once school starts, it is our primary method of communication with parents and each day you will be sent information about current and upcoming events, including field trips, sports, parent meetings, etc.   We also use it for sending timely information like delays and/or closings, cancellations, late buses, meeting reminders, notices of medical issues (like Strep Throat, etc.), the hot lunch menu and more.  Even before school starts, we will be sending out news and reminders of upcoming meetings and events, etc.  To be “in the loop”, all you need to do is visit the Daily Announcements page on our TJ website and follow the simple instructions at the bottom of the page.  Go to www.pwssd.k12.wi.us  -  choose TJ from the drop-down list of District Schools and then go to the Daily Announcements page to sign up today!  
Need forms like those required for prescription and over-the-counter medication, sport physicals, school supply lists or others?   Check the School Forms page, which can be found under the drop-down menu titled “About TJ”.  You can save yourself a trip to school and print what you need from home!
STAFF CHANGES:  Due to retirements, we are welcoming several new staff members for the coming school year!  
· Emma Bretl will be a 5th Grade Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Emma graduated from Port Washington High School and received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Green Bay with a minor in Psychology. She was a lifeguard for the City of Port Washington, and this is her first regular teaching position. 

· Ashley Mersereau will be a 7th Grade Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Ashley graduated from Port Washington High School, and she has a Bachelor’s Degree from UW-Madison in Psychology, with a teacher certification from Cardinal Stritch University. She has worked for the Port Washington State Bank, NCFI, and the Family Vision Center in Cedarburg. This is her first regular teaching position. 

· Katherine Pogorelec will be the CD Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Kate is a graduate of George Mason High School in Virginia, has a Bachelor’s Degree from Butler University in Urban Studies and Anthropology, and is working on her Master’s Degree at Cardinal Stritch University. She has experience as a paraprofessional, has studied abroad, and is proficient in Spanish and American Sign Language. This is her first regular teaching position. 

· Molly Roell will be teaching 8th Grade at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Molly is a graduate of West Bend East High School and received her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from UW-Oshkosh. She has been a YMCA summer camp leader, and this is her first year of regular teaching. 

· Melissa Ruder will be a 34% Spanish Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Melissa graduated from Waukesha South High School, has a Bachelor’s Degree from UW-La Crosse, and a Master’s in Instructional Technology from Cardinal Stritch University. She has 5 years of experience as a Spanish teacher at Mesmer High School and most recently, Memphis City Schools. 

· Elizabeth Sand will be a Special Education LD Teacher at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. Elizabeth is a graduate of Northern Ozaukee High School and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education from Grace College and Seminary. She has two years experience as a special education teacher in Oostburg, and she was a paraprofessional during our summer school program for two years.
· Holly Schanen will transfer from Saukville Elementary to TJ and work as a paraprofessional in our Title I Math program.
SPORTS PHYSICALS:  Please remember that students who would like to participate in Cross Country (5-8), Basketball (7-8), Swim and Dive (5-8), Track (7-8), Volleyball (7-8), or Wrestling (5-8), MUST have current physical and insurance information on file in the school office before they are allowed to begin practice.  While students only need to see the doctor every two years, new paperwork is required EVERY year.  Cross Country begins immediately after the start of school, so don’t wait!  Please feel free to call the school office at 268-6100 to see what forms your child may need and, to avoid disappointment, schedule your physical appointments well in advance of the season!
NEW GYM SHIRTS:  If you order a gym shirt, it will be given to your student through their homeroom sometime during the first week of school.  Students who have a shirt may continue to use what they have – there is no need for them to purchase a new shirt.
ASSIGNMENT NOTEBOOKS:  TJ students all use a uniform Assignment Notebook and the charge in included in your student’s school fees.  These will be distributed by homeroom teachers when school begins.
LUNCH PAYMENTS:  Please remember to check your students’ lunch balance through LunchBox – and add funds as necessary through e-Funds.  You can send money in with your registration forms BUT IT MUST BE ON A SEPARATE CHECK, from your payment of school fees.  You may also send lunch money along with your students on the first day, if they will be taking hot lunch.  Lunch money is to be sent on a separate check – please do NOT include it on the same check as your school fees, etc.

IMMUNIZATIONS:  Please be sure to contact the office with information on any immunizations that your students’ may have received since last Fall.  The school does not receive this information from your doctor or the Health Department – parents are responsible for providing updates to our records so that we know you are in compliance with State requirements.
PICTURE DAY:  Order Forms and information will be mailed directly to your home.  TJ Picture Day will be Friday, September 7th.  Students will get their new lunch cards when they have their picture taken. Please be sure to send the completed form and payment to school with your student that day! Even if you are not purchasing a portrait package, ALL students should have their picture taken so that they get a lunch card and also will appear in the Yearbook. Pictures will be mailed directly to your home when they are ready. Retakes will be done on Wednesday, October 17th
MARKET DAY AND SCRIP:  These programs continue through the summer, with Market Day being held on Tuesdays, July 10th and August 14th.  There will be two Scrip Orders in July – the 13th and the 20th.  Thanks for your support of our school fundraisers!
OOPS!  We apologize to Andrew Chatfield for omitting his name from the Exceptional Attendance list sent out at the end of the year.   Way to go, Andrew!
