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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

DECEMBER 6, 2017

Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, December 6, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at the Courthouse Annex, 1309 College Street, Newberry, SC, for a regular scheduled meeting.

PRESENT:
Henry H. Livingston, III, Chairman

Bill Waldrop, Councilman

Scott Cain, Councilman

Travis Reeder, Councilman

Dr. Harriett Rucker, Councilwoman

Wayne Adams, County Administrator

A.J. Tothacer, County Attorney



Laurie Renwick, Clerk to Council

Debbie Cromer, Finance Director

ABSENT:
Kirksey Koon, Vice Chairman

Steve Stockman, Councilman

MEDIA:
Andrew Wigger, Newberry Observer

The meeting was duly advertised as required by law.

Chairman Livingston called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Cain led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
1. Adoption of Consent Agenda

Mr. Waldrop motioned to adopt the consent agenda; seconded by Mr. Reeder.  The vote was unanimous.
2. Additions, Deletions, and Adoption of Agenda
Mr. Waldrop motioned to adopt the agenda as presented; seconded by Mr. Cain.  The vote was unanimous.
3.
Personal Appearances
a.  David Enzastiga, CPA, Rich and Enzastiga – Financial Audit FY 16/17
Mr. Enzastiga presented all council members with a copy of the FY 16/17 Financial Audit.  He reported on the county’s financial statement findings and noted that the firm issued Newberry County an unqualified opinion.  A copy of the financial audit is available for viewing on the county website.
Mr. Adams noted that under the state statute, counties can borrow up to 8% of the assessed value

of properties within their borders without a referendum.  When we look at our long-term debt, without a referendum, we can borrow up to 10.8 million dollars and the county only has 2.4 million outstanding, so we are using less than ¼ of our indebtedness capacity.  He also noted that the county has 5.8 months (15 million dollars) in fund balance.
Mr. Waldrop asked if the county had any growth.

Mr. Adams responded that when the Auditor gives the number for the mill value is where we

will see growth.  If the mill value grows; we are growing, with the exception that FILOT’s are not counted in the mill value so we look at that separately. We have seen growth in FILOT’s; however, it does not go into the mill value.  The FILOT numbers tells you how the major industry is growing, and the mill value tells you how everything else is growing.

Chairman Livingston thanked Mr. Enzastiga for his continued professional assessment of the county’s financial status.

4.
Ordinance #11-26-17:  An Ordinance authorizing a Fee Agreement by and between Trucast, LLC, a company previously identified as Project Prime, and Newberry County, South Carolina, whereby, under certain conditions, Newberry County, South Carolina will enter into a Fee In Lieu Of Property Tax Arrangement with Trucast, LLC to induce Trucast, LLC to expand its existing manufacturing facilities located in Newberry County, South Carolina; and other matters related thereto. 
Mr. Waldrop motioned to approve third reading of Ordinance #11-26-17; seconded by Mr. Cain.  The vote was unanimous.
5.         Ordinance #11-27-17:  An Ordinance authorizing the execution and delivery of a Fee Agreement by and between Newberry County, South Carolina and Pioneer Frozen Food South Carolina, LLC providing for a payment of a Fee In Lieu Of Taxes, a Special Source Revenue Credit and other matters related thereto. 
Mr. Cain motioned to approve third reading of Ordinance #11-27-17; seconded by Mr. Reeder.  The vote was unanimous.

6.          Ordinance #11-28-17: PRIVATE An Ordinance authorizing the execution of an Equipment Lease-Purchase Agreement in an amount not exceeding $500,000 relating to the purchase of certain equipment by Newberry County, authorizing the execution of other necessary documents and papers, and other matters relating thereto.

Chairman Livingston declared this the Public Hearing.

Having received no comments from the public, Chairman Livingston declared the Public Hearing closed.

Mr. Adams reported that this ordinance continues a program we have had in place since 2010 whereby we replenish our rolling stock for emergency services.  The vehicles budgeted for in this current fiscal year are: one pick-up truck for rescue squads; one pumper tanker for fire departments; and one ambulance remount for EMS.
Mr. Reeder motioned to approve second reading of Ordinance #11-28-17; seconded by Mr. Cain.  The vote was unanimous.

7. 
Ordinance #12-29-31:  An Ordinance to provide for the issuance and sale of General Obligation Bonds of Newberry County, South Carolina not exceeding $1,325,000 in aggregate principal amount, to prescribe the purposes for which the proceeds of said bonds shall be expended, to provide for the payment of said bonds, and other matters relating thereto.

Mr. Adams reported that this bond will fund several projects in the current year’s budget; scale house construction, IT suite construction, DHEC/DSS building renovations, Old Jollystreet Road bridge replacement, Mid-Carolina Commerce Park irrigation system, Mid-Carolina Commerce Park pad readiness for Lot #14, and detention center renovations.
Mr. Cain motioned to approve first reading of Ordinance #12-29-31; seconded by Mr. Reeder. The vote was unanimous.
8. 
Ordinance #12-30-17:  An Ordinance acting on a request to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 6-11-16, codified in Chapter 153 of the Newberry County Code of Ordinances, so as to rezone one and eighty-two hundredths (1.82) acres real estate parcel designated as TMS Parcel No. 464-110 from Single Family Residential (RS) to Rural (R2). 

Mrs. Peters, Zoning Administrator, identified the parcel located on the eastern side of SC Hwy. 391 in Prosperity, SC.
Mr. Reeder motioned to approve first reading of Ordinance #12-30-17; seconded by Mr. Cain.

The vote was unanimous.

9.
Ordinance #12-31-17:  An Ordinance acting on a request to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 6-11-16, codified in Chapter 153 of the Newberry County Code of Ordinances, so as to rezone two (2.0) acres portion of a real estate parcel totaling one hundred and two (102) acres designated as TMS Parcel No. 
447-5 from Rural (R2) to General Commercial (GC). 
Mrs. Peters, Zoning Administrator, identified the parcel located at the intersection of Oxner Road and SC Hwy. 34 and noted that the intent of the rezoning is for a Dollar General Store.

Mr. Waldrop motioned to approve first reading of Ordinance #12-31-17; seconded by Mr. Cain.  The vote was unanimous.    
10.
Consideration of bids for Demolition of Old Jacob’s Carport Garage 

Mrs. Waldrop, Purchasing Director, reported that the following bids were received on November,28, 2017, to demolish the building at 1315 Caldwell Street.  Staff recommends the low bidder, Moats Construction, in the amount of $24,700.00.
· Moats Construction



$24,700.00

· Wilma’s Pump and Tank Company Inc.
$49,000.00

· Thompson Building



$67,000.00

· Carolina Wrecking Company


$69,300.00

· Complete Demolition Services

$82,000.00
Dr. Rucker asked how there could be such a gap between the amounts.

Mrs. Waldrop stated that the low bidder intends to refurbish some of material in the building.

Mr. West, Facilities Manager, also noted that Moats is his own abatement contractor and the other companies are from out of town.

Mr. Waldrop motioned to approve Moats Construction in the amount of $24,700.00; seconded by Mr. Cain.  The vote was unanimous.

11.
Consideration of Christmas Gift Cards for Employees in the amount of $14,100.00 

Katherine Cook, Human Resource Assistant, reported that the Personnel and Intergovernmental Relations Committee is recommending that employees receive a $50 gift card from Food Lion.  It was also recommended that correctional officers, dispatchers and deputies receive and additional $50 gift card.  The cost of the original cards is $9,635.00 plus the cost of the additional cards in the amount of $4,455.00 for a total of $14,100.00.
Dr. Rucker motioned to approve the gift cards in the amount of $14,100.00; seconded by Mr. Reeder.  The vote was unanimous.

12.        Appointments
No appointments.

13.
Committee Reports
a.  Personnel and Intergovernmental Relations 11/27/17
Katherine Cook, Human Resource Assistant, reported that the committee met on November 27, 2017, and the following items were discussed:  Trust Agreement between the Town of Chappells and the Chappells Community Club; Employee Christmas Gift Cards; Employee Christmas Dinner; and Post Retiree Health Benefits

b.  Finance 11/29/17
Debbie Cromer, Finance Director, reported that the committee met on November 29, 2017, and David Enzastiga presented the FY16-17 Audit.  The committee also approved the Employee Gift Cards and the Post Retiree Health Benefits recommended by the Personnel and Intergovernmental Relations Committee.
14.
Public Comments (by those who signed up at the meeting)

No public comments.
15.
Executive Session (in needed)



  
No executive session.
16.
Comments/Request from County Administrator

Mr. Adams noted that the recycling centers will be closed on Christmas Eve this year.

17.
Comments/Request from Council Members

Mr. Reeder expressed condolences to the family of Chief Justice Ernest Finney who passed away this week.
Mr. Waldrop asked Mrs. Waldrop the status of the Silverstreet CPST bids.

Mrs. Waldrop responded that the bids were rejected because they came in over budget.  She said staff is in the process of resoliciting bids with a pre-bid being held on December 21, 2017, and bids due on January 9, 2018.

Chairman Livingston asked that the family of Jimmy Davenport, a longtime county employee, be kept in prayers during his recent passing.
18.
Future Meetings 

a. “On the Move with Margaret” 12/11/17 @ 9:00 a.m.

b. Economic Development Committee 12/11/17 @ 7:00 p.m.

c. County Council 12/20/17 @ 7:00 p.m.
19.
Adjournment

Chairman Livingston declared the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
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______________________________






Henry H. Livingston, Chairman

APPROVED:






______________________________






Laurie N. Renwick, Clerk to Council
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