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LOCAL INFORMATION

Location

The meeting of the TPFQ will take place in Puerto Varas, near Puerto Montt, Chile. 

Arrival
The international flights arrive to Chile at the International Airport in Santiago (named Aeropuerto Internacional Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez, airport code SCL) and then you will need to take a national connection to Puerto Montt Airport (airport code PMC). Participants should arrange to arrive in Puerto Montt national airport at least on the Sunday before the start of the meeting. Puerto Varas is located 20 km from Puerto Montt. 

Airport transfer

To arrange the transfer service from the airport to Puerto Varas please send a message stating the reference “FAO – IPPC” to Mr Marco Miranda at marco.miranda@sag.gob.cl (with a copy to marcos.beeche@sag.gob.cl) giving your name, flight number and arrival and departure information, whether you need transfer for any other person and, if so, their name and correspondent flight number. The cost of the transfer is approximately US$ 30 and must be paid in local currency (pesos) as credit card is not accepted.
Hotel
Arrangements for accommodation and the meeting have been arranged in Hotel Arrebol Patagonia in Puerto Varas. The hotel website can be accessed through: http://www.arrebolpatagonia.com. The rooms must to be confirmed by each participant before November 20. To confirm reservations please contact Ms. Paola Valderas C. at: reservas@arrebolpatagonia.com, including the reference “FAO – IPPC” in the subject line. When confirming your reservation, please specify your exact departure and arrival dates. Additional rooms can be reserved on request. In case visitors desire to arrive earlier or extend their stay, the hotel rates will be the same as during the meeting, however, they must express this interest as soon as possible to the hotel reservation contacts mentioned in the next item to check availability.

Hotel address:
Hotel Arrebol Patagonia
Ruta 225 Loteo Lomas Panorámicas parcela 4
Puerto Varas, Chile

Tel: +56 65 564924
       +56 65 564900

Fax: +56 65 564930

Email: reservas@arrebolpatagonia.com (reference FAO-IPPC in subject line)

A single room costs US$ 120.00 per day including breakfast buffet. The prices include service and luggage fees and a welcome drink and Internet connection (wi-fi). 
Reservations must be confirmed as soon as possible to guarantee the prices and rooms (deadline November 20). Payments can be made directly to the hotel. The hotel requires payment by credit card and one night will be charged at confirmation; the rest could be paid in the hotel directly. For those who do not have a credit card, please contact the hotel and inform them of the situation. 

Meeting venue

The meetings will be in the same hotel. A wi-fi internet connection will be available in the meeting room. 
Computers and internet access
Free wi-fi connection is in the hotel. 
Local contacts
For hotel matters: 

Names: Ms Paola Valderas 
Email: reservas@arrebolpatagonia.com (include “FAO – IPPC” in the subject line)
(Communication via email is preferred)

Phone number: +56 65 564924
Website: http://www.arrebolpatagonia.com
For airport transfers:

Contact Mr Marco Miranda at marco.miranda@sag.gob.cl, 

(copied to marcos.beecche@sag.gob.cl)

For general meeting matters: 

Names: Mr Marcos Beéche
Phone number: +56 2 6720642
Email: marcos.beeche@sag.gob.cl
Visa Requirements

Consult the Chilean Consulate nearest you, or the Chilean Embassy in your country, to determine whether your visit requires a visa and to obtain any other information. Please be advised that Chile does not issue visas upon arrival.
For countries that do not have Chilean Embassies or Consulates it is necessary to contact a Chilean Embassy or Consulate in a neighbouring country and to schedule a one day visit to get the visa before travelling to Chile. 
Currency and banking

The currency in Chile is called the "peso" (plural “pesos”). The value of the peso is approximately US$1 = $640, but the exchange rate may vary.
Foreign currencies can be exchanged in Puerto Varas. If travelling to smaller cities, it is recommended to bring sufficient currency, in smaller cities may not complete international transactions.
8 December 2008 will be a holiday in Chile so it is recommended to change some money when arriving in Santiago airport. 

What to pack
Puerto Varas is located near Lago LLanquihue, a temperate region with temperatures between 10° and 22° C. The humid weather is dominant; rains may occur unexpectedly. For the meeting, formal suits are not recommended. Bring light and comfortable clothes.

Visits and tours
Many options for visits such as ecological tours, casino, sports and leisure under appointment are available. For more information contact Mr Christian von Johnn (e-mail: operaciones@discoverychile.com; website: http://discovery chile.com).

Puerto Montt, the capital of the Los Lagos Region, is known as the centre of production of seafood, forestry products and national parks. Precautions should be taken with valuables.

Language

The official language of Chile is Spanish, and English is not widely spoken outside of the hotel. 

Electricity
The electricity available is 220V and plug adaptors might need to be brought with the visitors
Medical

No immunization for diseases should be required, but participants may want to consult with their doctor.
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