AP Human Geography
                                                        Mr. Mulhollan


Course Description: AP Human Geography is a year-long, college level course at Burnet High School.  It is a course in which students will take the AP Human Geography exam in May, and have the potential to earn college credit.  This course is structured using the guidelines listed by the College Board.  There are seven units of study that introduce students to humans’ interaction and understanding of the Earth.  The purpose is to use geographic tools and processes to analyze human social organization and environmental consequences.  AP Human Geography studies concepts from a global perspective that can be applied to relevant, real world case studies and current events.

Materials Needed:

TEXTBOOK: 

Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture. Authors: De Blij, H.J., Alexander B. Murphy, and Erin H. Fouberg. 10th Edition. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2012.

*An AP Human Geography study guide is not required, but strongly suggested for your own private studies. (Ethel Wood and/or Princeton Review are great study guides.)
REQUIRED: Please be prepared and bring all supplies to class everyday, beginning your second class day.

· Pencils and Pens (black or blue only)

· Binder or folder with brads or a subject tab in a binder for AP Human Geography
· 3 x 5 inch index cards (one package collected at beginning of year)

· Map Pencils 
*There might be times in which you will need to purchase items for a project or research paper (such as poster board, scissors, glue, index cards, etc.).

Grading Policy: 

· Major grades – 70%
(Tests, essays, projects, etc.)

· Daily grades – 30%
(Homework, maps, worksheets, articles, quizzes, participation, etc. Quizzes assess whether or not students are keeping up with the assigned readings, can be unannounced, and may be at the beginning or end of the period.)
NOTE: The gradebook at Burnet High School is live.  Students and parents are able to log into at any time to see the most current list of assignments with corresponding grades.  This may be done from school (library computers) or from home.  Students are expected to keep apprised of their grades.  If students have questions about their grades, they are expected to bring in a copy of their grades with specific questions.  
Late Assignments: Late work will not be accepted.  This is an advanced placement, college level course.  There will be no extra credit. Please understand that you will be held responsible for your work and your grades.  
Make-up Work: This is the student’s responsibility.  If you know you are going to miss a class period, please let me know immediately.  I can attempt to get you your work ahead of time.  If you are out because of an unforeseen event, it is your responsibility to request work as soon as you return. The appropriate time to request work is either at the beginning or end of class.  Students are more than welcome to email me for assignments.  I will distribute a calendar at the beginning of each six weeks that will outline approximate test dates and other important assignments.  Many of you will be in extracurricular activities.  Please make sure to plan ahead for these events.  
Classroom rules:
· Come to class prepared and on time, every day.
· Follow classroom procedures, every day.
· Respect your classmates, teacher, self, and property, every day.
· Learn something, every day.
	
	
	
	

	I. Intro to Human Geography:  Foundations, Development, Urban Patterns, Map Skills, & Writing Skills


	
	
	

	II. Population & Migration (+Celebrate Freedom Week)


	
	
	

	III. Urban Patterns and Resources


	
	
	

	IV. Agriculture, Food Production, Rural Land Use, & Resources 


	
	
	

	V. Industry, Economic Geography, & Development


	
	
	

	VI. Political Organization of Space; Geo-Politics


	
	
	

	VII. Cultural Geography: Patterns & Processes 


	
	
	

	VIII. Course Overview and AP Exam Review


	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Units of Study
Dear Parents and Students,

I am very excited to be teaching your child this year in AP Human Geography. AP Human Geography is a college-level course designed so that students may potentially earn college credit through the AP Human Geography Exam, administered by the College Board. 
 As this is a college level course, students are expected to perform at that level. This will take a hard work ethic and true dedication to the course material.  Students are expected to complete the coursework in a timely manner with an emphasis on quality.  Much of the preparation work must take place prior to class so that students are prepared to discuss assignments (including reading assignments) upon entering the room.  Students that do not adequately prepare for class, as with all classes, will find it harder to participate and their grades will reflect the deficiency.  There will be no late work accepted in this course.  It is a college level class and will be held to a higher standard than a typical high school course.
Students taking AP Human Geography will be required to take the AP Exam in May.  The cost of this exam is approximately ninety dollars.  My main goal as the instructor in this class is to prepare students enough to pass this rigorous exam. However, it is my desire that students will be challenged and engaged in AP Human Geography, and that the course encourages them to become life-long learners.  If at anytime you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Clint Mulhollan

I/We have read the requirements for this course, and understand the expectations of AP Human Geography, a college-level course.  I/We understand that work ethic and quality of work are important in this course.  I/We understand that readings and assignments must be completed so that benefit from class may be maximized.  I/We understand that late work will not be accepted.  I/We understand that the AP exam will be taken by all students enrolled in the class in May.
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