University of North Texas--Department of Political Science

American Government--PSCI 1040.007  NextGeneration-Fall 2009
Professor: Dr. Kimi Lynn King e‑mail: kking@unt.edu  office: 148 Wooten Tu/Th 9:30-11 am; 12:30-2pm & by appointment phone: 940.565.4984 / 940.565.2276 Class: Tu/Th - 8:00-9:20 a.m.-Lyceum

Teaching Assistants: You each have an assigned T.A. depending on your last name.  

Lead Teaching Assistant:  Bradley Clark email: bradleyclark32@hotmail.com  office: 142 Wooten Hall T/Th 9:30-11am, 1-3pm, W 8-10am phone: 940.565.4963  
Students whose last names begin with A-K 

Christine Balarezo  email: christinebalarezo@my.unt.edu  office: 173 Wooten hours: W 9am-12pm; 2-5pm, Th 12:30-3:30, F 9am-12pm phone: 940.565.2801

Students whose last names begin with L-Z email: 

Asmara Sohail email: asmarasohail@my.unt.edu office: 337 Wooten / M 1-5pm, Tu 9:30-11 am, W 12-3pm, 
F 9am-12:30pm phone:  940.891.6807
Supplemental Instructor: 
1040.007 Chelsea Paden email: chelzmarie24@sbcglobal.net
contact &info about sessions sent out on http://www.ecampus.unt.edu  the first week of class
The T.A.s and the Supplemental Instructor are your first line of defense in this class and they make decisions about attendance, late homework, etc.  Any problems you have with procedural concerns should first be discussed with your T.A. and then with me. KNOW THEIR NAMES, WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE, AND WHERE THEIR OFFICES ARE! If you have a complaint, contact me after you have spoken to the T.A. Whether you have problems with your grade report, have an excused absence, or need to turn in extra credit, go through your T.A. first! This is critical for administrative questions because I have over 900 students!  If you have substantive questions about the material in the course, then you should speak to me. 

`

Required Texts: 

1)  Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore Lowi, and Margaret Weir. 2009.  We the People: An Introduction to American Politics (7th Texas Edition), by Benjamin Ginsberg, Theodore J. Lowi, and Margaret Weir  [hereinafter Ginsberg et al.]. Also at Willis Library under Dr. King‑2 hour reserve (it must stay in the library and you must show identification).  You know you have the correct one because it includes the above authors plus Anthony Champagne and Edward J. Harpham.
Options to buy the textbook:

Option 1:  Purchase printed copies in one of the bookstores. Your bookstore is selling the discounted paperback edition of the book for $98.75.
 
Option 2:  Purchase a printed copy online through the Norton Student Store to get the hardback edition of the book for $105 (discounted paperback not available from the Student Store). Shipping is free. Go to: http://wwnorton.com/students/disciplines/polisci/welcome.php  (click on We the People, Seventh Texas Edition. ISBN-13: 978-0-393-93239-3)
Option 3:  Purchase instant access to the eBook with a credit card at http://nortonebooks.com . The retail prices of eBooks are half the net price of a new printed text— $42 for the Texas Edition. The Norton eBook format retains the content of the print book and replicates actual book pages for a pleasant reading experience. In addition, a variety of features make the eBook a powerful tool for study and review. Note: for obvious reasons, the book CANNOT be re-sold.
2) Cox, Gloria (editor).  2009 (8th ed.). Perspectives on American and Texas Politics: A Workbook for Political Science 1040 Denton, TX: Eagle Images [hereinafter WB for Workbook}. Also on reserve at the library. Do Not Buy Used! This is the first semester using the 8th ed. This book also cannot be re-sold. Do not purchase it used.
Required Newspaper: The New York Times available: 1) by subscription, 2) on-line (www.nytimes.com), 3) at Willis Library, and 4) at the Political Science office (rm. 125 Wooten). 

Required on the Web: http://ecampus.unt.edu All materials for the course are on Blackboard (previously called Webctvista)
Required Hardware:  You must purchase a Turning Point Response Card (aka “clicker”) for this course. They are available at the bookstore.  The clicker is a device used with Turning Point Technology, allowing students to sign in for attendance or answer interactive questions or answer survey questions with the push of a button.  Clickers will be used for attendance as well as interactive exercises in class and are mandatory for this class. WE WILL BE USING CLICKERS EVERY DAY FOR THIS COURSE! YOU MUST BRING THEM TO CLASS!
Purchasing a Turning Point Response Card – They are behind the counter in the bottom of the bookstore where you purchase books, so you must ask for one.  Be sure that you get the clicker for Political Science (it looks like a small garage door opener), not the clicker for Biology; they are NOT the same!  A new clicker costs $40 while a used clicker is only $30 but will be in limited supply.  Be sure to keep your receipt in case of a problem; the bookstore will not fix or replace your clicker without an original receipt!  Finally, you may want to purchase spare battery (or two) for your clicker.  It is a round flat medical battery.  The bookstore has them upstairs; they are a Duracell battery ($1.99), labeled 2032 in the top left corner.  For questions about the clickers, call Patti Williams at the bookstore at 940-565-3191.
Next Generation Course: This section of PSCI 1040 is a Next Generation (NextGen) course, which is a course re-design intended to promote higher level student learning outcomes, facilitated by increased levels of student engagement.  In lay terms, this course will include more opportunities for interactive exercises designed to help students better learn and understand the material being presented.  This is done through interactive lectures, as well as various group exercises throughout the semester. To allow for increased interaction, a significant amount of class materials are placed into a rich on-line environment.  Students will still be responsible for the on-line material as well. A chunk of our in-class lecture materials are moved on-line to power point presentations in the Learning Module.   The NextGen experience is designed to make classes more enjoyable and more effective, but if you were looking for an old-fashioned lecture class that you can sleep through , you need to drop this class and find a different section  that meets your expectations.
Intervention Service: This section will be using an Intervention Service provided by the Program for Academic Readiness. You may be contacted during the semester by a student interventionist if you fail to complete required assignments. Your personal information will be protected by FERPA guidelines.


IRB Participation: This class is part of a study to examine teaching effectiveness in the NextGen environment. We will be discussing what your participation means in-class. You have the option of refusing to have data from your participation excluded from scientific studies. Please note: THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT YOU WILL NOT BE PARTICIPATING IN THE EXERCISES. YOU HAVE TO DO THAT AS PART OF THE COURSE. Not giving your permission only means that we do not use your data when publishing research.
Objectives: This course is designed to examine the key elements and institutions of the U.S. political system.  The framework for evaluating our unique federal and state structure considers the institutions established by the framers of the U.S. Constitution and the subsequent changes in these structures by political participants. The state of Texas has a unique historical and political importance within the development of the U.S. political system.  As a result, we highlight the similarities and differences between federal and state politics and institutions.  This course examines the institutions that are responsible for implementing public policy.  By the end of the course you should be able to do the following:

* understand basic concepts of American government and our democratic institutions

* understand the frameworks, similarities & differences of each institution

* understand how our institutions have changed over time 

* understand the political roles of leaders within each of the institutions

* understand the policy priorities that institutions emphasize

* understand inter- and intra-institutional conflicts

* understand the histories and interpretations of the U.S. and Texas Constitutions;

* understand how constitutions contribute to socio-political change;

* federalism as compared to other forms of government;

* discuss current policy issues 

* discuss arguments both for and against the adoption of certain policies

* formulate policy arguments about federal and state issues on the U.S. agenda

* explain “who gets what, when and how” within the structure of the U.S. system; 

* explicate the policy priorities that institutions emphasize;

* explain how political scientists examine and study policy processes;

* discuss current policy issues facing our federal and state systems;

* discuss arguments both for and against the adoption of certain policies;

* discuss how political scientists examine conflict and consensus among participants;  

Course Policies: 

First, this class operates under a "no‑excuse" policy and a taxpayer theory of education. You are responsible for the notes and asking classmates for assistance if you miss class. This course covers difficult material and a majority of the test questions are drawn from lectures, so being an active note taker increases your understanding of the material. Detailed outlines of the notes are on-line.  My notes are copyrighted, and no one is authorized to sell, distribute, or otherwise make available the notes for economic benefit.

Second, if you have unique learning needs or are physically challenged, every attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations for your requests. You should see me by the end of the first week of class so we can make appropriate arrangements. This class operates in accordance with the Office of Disability requirements at the University of North Texas and pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) (please see attached).

Third, please consult the policy regarding plagiarism and cheating that is attached. You are on notice that you will receive an "F" for failing to abide by academic honesty, and you will be referred to the Dean's office for disciplinary action. Disrupting class by repeat absences or disturbing the classroom environment is also grounds for an "F". The information sheet must be returned by the second day of class.  If you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism, please consult  http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/.  Please note: getting other students to complete your assignments or on-line materials is also cause for dismissal. I do not mind if you work with other students to play the games, do the interactive, etc. When it comes to doing the assessments, however, you must do your own work.  Please note: clicking in for another person is grounds for disciplinary action as it is academic dishonesty. Don’t be chumped by a classmate because you were here doing the work.
Fourth, the schedule below outlines the topics, readings, and assignments.  All material must be read for the date that it is assigned, and likewise, all assignments are due at the beginning of class for the day indicated. You are expected to read and to prepare for discussions, so pace yourself. Even if there is no assigned reading on a given day, you are still expected to attend class unless given directions otherwise for the NextGen. We will be doing some kind of in-class exercise with clickers every single day, so you will need to be prepared (part of your class grade depends on it)!.  We discuss current issues from The New York Times, so read it! The topics and hints sent out on email are critical for helping you know which stories will be on the quizzes and tests. If you miss class you should ask a classmate for what issues are emphasized. 

Fifth, as part of the NextGen experience, you have to be present in-class to do the exercises. We cover a great deal of information in each class lecture, and I use the lectures to emphasize key areas that you should study.   You may notice that within the schedule, there are some days you will not be required to come to class. YOU MUST ALWAYS COME TO CLASS UNLESS THE SYLLABUS SAYS OTHERWISE OR YOU RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS OTHERWISE.  There will be over 150 in-class clicker exercises, the completion of which is tied directly to your participation grade (the completion of the clicker exercises, not number of right answers).  So if you miss a class or if you are late, leave, early, etc. you miss percentage points for the clicker exercises.  Please plan to attend every class, be on time, and stay through the end of class.  These exercises will be done using the clicker and turning point technology, so remember to bring your clicker to class with you every day. It is YOUR responsibility to make sure your clicker is working and that you click in for each exercise. 
Only university approved absences are considered excused, so if you know you are going to miss a day, see your T.A. before the excused absence. 
There are no assigned seats, but you do have an assigned row you will be in to be part of the “Team” for that row. You need not sit in the same seat every class, but you do need to sit in the same row (in part so we can “find you”.  Please "scope out" which row you want to sit in within the first two days of class. If you arrive early, please move to the middle of the row and do not feel like you have to sit in the same seat every day.  This class will have you working together in teams, so feel free to “mix it up” and get to know others in your row.  There is an ice breaker page that you should use through the first 4 weeks of class to get to know each other. It will be submitted as part of your NextGen in-Class grade.

Sixth, because of the size of the class there are several "do not disturb policies".  If you are late, go to your row. You cannot make up “clicker” questions if you are late. Do not worry, there are so many that it will not make a difference if you miss a few here or there. It is systematically being late or leaving early that will do you in for your grade. Folks should not sit in the very last row because this is reserved so I can talk to the booth if need be. Please be kind and do not disrupt the entire class when you enter late or if you have to leave. I do not allow the use of beepers, cell phones, walk​-mates, or any other device that makes noise. Please turn these off before class, or else leave these at home. Students whose phones/beepers go off during class are required to “educate” your classmates about U.S. politics. In the past, students have rapped the preamble to the Constitution and drummed the Bill of Rights in front of the entire class! You may read other materials, but do so quietly. If you are bored with lecture and want to "chat" with a neighbor, please do so on paper (and improve your writing skills)! Newspapers create a ruckus, so please do not read these during class. Should you decide to sleep, please do so quietly because I cannot guarantee I will not make jokes.  Students who have complaints about others' disruptive behavior should first talk to the classmate who is causing trouble, and then see the T.A. (who will speak with me about the problem). The potential sanctions for persons who disrupt class or their neighbors include moving you to a different seat or dropping you from the class, to asking you to leave the class for the day or giving you an "F" for the course.  If you bring food or drink to class with you, be sure to dispose of it properly and do not make a mess for your classmates!

Seventh, students may use lap top computers and audiotapes during lectures. I reserve the right to revoke the privilege of using the above devices if it interferes with the classroom environment or if it is disruptive to other students.  Any student creating a material and substantial disruption will be asked to leave. 

Eighth, I offer numerous opportunities for extra credit, (see attached handout). Occasionally, lectures on campus or television programs are used for extra credit opportunities (campaign debates, presidential or legislative addresses), but this varies by semester.   Review the assignment list below for opportunities already!  Extra credit is announced in class or on e‑mail, and it will be posted on Blackboard after it has been assigned. There will be "expiration dates" for the extra credit, so be sure that you turn it in by the date that it is due.  You should just turn it in to the T.A. on or before the day that it is due.  We will not necessarily “call” for it in class, so turn it in either before or after class.  If you miss class, you should check with colleagues about missed opportunities. I reserve the right to refuse you the extra credit if you miss the class period when it was assigned. The extra credit is an one‑for‑one replacement for exam points on the final exam.  For example: if you have 8 extra credit points and you receive an “82” on the final exam, the 8 points will be added to your final exam giving you an exam grade of 90 for that test.  All of your tests are averaged for an overall test score. All extra credit must be submitted to your T.A. and must be typed out.  No handwritten extra credits will be accepted unless indicated by the professor.  You must make a copy of ALL extra credit before you turn it in to your T.A.  
Ninth, we have many assignments, exercises, assessments, quizzes, and tests, so you need to keep track of everything. We do NOT return assignments, quizzes, or tests, but you can verify scores by seeing your T.A. Your grades will be posted on Blackboard.  You must make a copy of all assignments you submit (electronically or otherwise).  If we need a copy of your work, and you cannot provide it, you do not receive credit. Workbook assignments are reduced by 50% if they come in after the start of class on the due date.  T.A.s will grade the work on-line and submit the grade to Blackboard.  Workbooks will “disappear” with 48 hours of the due date. You may always turn in assignments early.  Even after materials have been returned, please hold on to the work until after you have received a grade from the Registrar. This protects you from receiving an erroneous grade (good advice for all of your classes, as professors and TA.s are subject to human error).  IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A GRADE ON-LINE FOR ANY PART OF THIS CLASS, YOU MUST SEE YOUR T.A. WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF THE DUE DATE.  We reserve the right to refuse to enter anything other than a 0 if you do not do so. Do not wait until the end of the term!!  
For exams and quizzes, please print your name in block letters (last name, first name, and Row (Team) in the bottom left hand comer of scantrons (example: KING, KIMI seat Right D37).   You must fill in which version of the test or quiz you have (there are four versions for each test & quiz).  After each quiz or test you will receive a "receipt" that is stamped to show you turned in your scantron.  In the event a grade does not appear on Blackboard you must present this 'receipt' as proof that you actually completed the work, so be sure to get this after each quiz or test.   If you cannot provide the receipt, I reserve the right to refuse to allow you to take the test or quiz again. TWO IMPORTANT RULES:  NEVER include your Social Security number on anything for this class and bring a pencil for all tests/quizzes, or else you cannot take the test/quiz! 
Tenth, everyone must use e‑mail, the Internet, and http://www.ecampus.unt.edu   This encourages students to communicate with me regarding class materials. You will need your EUID and all students registered for the class have been added.  You are responsible for any assignments or other information that I distribute on-line. Messages are sent the first day of class and every day, so be sure that you can access the on-line materials. You should also edit the paging of your emails to be sure that you can view at least 500 messages (about the number of messages you will receive this semester)! Students who are ideologically opposed to email, the Internet, or those who are technologically challenged should drop the course immediately. You will not do well.  If you do not have a message from me when you log on to your Blackboard account, you need to send a message to your T.A. and include your EUID so that we can be sure you have been added to the course.

Eleventh, the University may cancel classes for emergency reasons (I will inform you via Blackboard). In the event that classes are canceled, and there is a workbook or exam scheduled for that class day, the work will be due on the next class day when we meet.  Be prepared to turn in the assignment or take the exam on the next class day. Please consult the policies in the Fall 2009 Schedule of Classes.

Twelfth, you can only take exams or quizzes early if you have an approved absence in advance. You cannot take an exam after the class day unless it is approved by your T.A. in advance. You must have a copy of an email granting you permission to do so. Early exams are not available until 3 p.m. the day before the exam is scheduled. If you cannot take the exam before it is given to the class, you have to take it on the "Day for Make‑Ups" (during dead week) in room 125 Wooten. You may not make up more than one exam or one New York Times quiz even if you have an excused absence.  The makeup test is essay and drawn from the section you missed. The New York Times quiz covers articles from the entire semester. Please bring photo identification, T.A. approval to take the makeup, documentation for the absence, and a pen/pencil.

Finally, this syllabus is not deemed to be a contract. I reserve the right to change quiz/exam times or assignments by providing you with a forty‑eight hour notice of such changes on Blackboard.  You are responsible for any changes that may occur during the course of the session. Changes are announced at the beginning of class and on email. 

Course Evaluation: Your grades will be determined by the following criteria: 

1) 3 in‑class multiple choice exams = 60% (20% each exam) ‑ exams are not cumulative
2) 5 New York Times quizzes = 15% (3% each quiz)

3) NextGen Out-of-Class Group exercises = 10%

*So You Call This a Democracy? = 3%

*Capitol Campaign the Game of Power Politics=3%

*Moot Court Simulation-Juvenile Life Without Parole Case=4%
4) 5 workbook assignments = 5% (1% each assignment) Submitted in on-line format
5) Completion of In-Class NextGen Clicker Exercises = 5%
6) Completion of On-line NextGen materials & Quizzes = 5%
Grades assigned as follows: A=90 and above; B=80‑89.9; C=70‑79.9; D=60.9‑691 F=59.9 or lower

Too often students wait until the end of the semester to speak to the Supplemental Instructor, T.A. or professor about their grades and how poorly they are doing in the class.   THE FIRST TIME YOU RECEIVE A GRADE THAT YOU ARE NOT HAPPY WITH, YOU NEED TO GET YOURSELF INTO ONE OF OUR OFFICES TO TALK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN IMPROVE.  Waiting until the end of the term to “seek help” does you no good because it is TOO LATE!  The way this class is structured, you have lots of chances to improve, but once about 75% of your scores are in, it becomes very difficult to change your class average.  No matter what is going on in your life, do not wait to get help. 

Exams: There are three (3) in‑class, closed book exams. The exams are multiple‑choice (100%), and there will be approximately 75 questions on each exam. You will have 80 minutes (the whole class period) for each test.  The exams are non‑cumulative in the sense that they focus on the specific topics and reading assignments delineated by each section. We review every day in class for the exam. You are expected to bring questions about the material and lectures to class. While each section builds on concepts previously discussed, the exams are not cumulative.  The material on each exam is approximately 50-60% class lecture and power point slides, 15% NextGen materials (information learned from Group Exercises & On-line materials), 10-15% New York Times questions, 5% workbook questions, and 5-10% of the material exclusively from the textbook.  You should pay close attention to material that is both in my lectures and in the textbook. 

You must bring a pencil to class!  If you do not, you may not be able to take the tests because we cannot provide pencils and erasers for everyone. Scantrons ARE provided for you. There are different versions of the exams, so be sure to correctly mark both the actual test and the scantron with your name, the seat number, and the version of the exam you have. You are also required to bring and show identification at exams. If you fail to provide i.d. you may receive a failing grade (this prevents students from "paying" someone to take their test). Be sure that your name and row are on the exam and scantron. Considerable confusion can occur if you do not!  Please follow instructions closely so that you do not wind up with a scantron that has been incorrectly graded.  When you turn your quiz/exam, you must get a receipt to prove that you took the quiz/exam.  In the event you cannot provide the receipt upon request, you may receive an “F”.

The New York Times: Our political system is intertwined with current events, both domestic and international. As such, you are expected to subscribe or otherwise regularly read The New York Times to provide a national perspective on current events. Exam material will be drawn from articles in the "National", "International", and "Politics" sections of the paper even if there is no discussion in class or on email about the articles. If you miss class, get the information from a classmate. Approximately 5-7 questions will appear on each of your exams, in addition to the five quizzes (10 multiple choice questions per quiz). I tend to cover "major" events. Daily email “hints” are sent to the class regarding what articles are important to read.  I give you a series of questions about a news story that will help you identify the article and the key points that I want you to know from the article. If you can answer the questions that I send out, then you will be in good form for the questions I ask on the quizzes and the tests.   News events typically foster several articles over the course of several days, so it helps if you read articles that were stories previously assigned. That way you can track how a policy issue is developing, and it is easier to remember. Students who do best, read the paper daily and pay close attention to hints. The New York Times does not come on Saturday or Sunday, nor any other holidays (Labor Day, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., day etc.). It does not come during Thanksgiving, spring break, nor during finals week, but it does come during Dead week.  If you paid for a subscription, you pick the papers up in the Union or Wooten hall.  Students that subscribe receive instructions on Blackboard about how to pick their paper up after the first week of class.  Home delivery is NOT suggested and you will have to make your arrangements on your own for that. 
Workbook Assignments: There are five workbook assignments, and each one consists of three different exercises. The workbook assignments are found online through http://ecampus.unt.edu (under each unit where they are assigned). You must still purchase the workbooks as they contain readings and instructions necessary to complete the assignments. You must complete all three workbook exercise within each of the five workbook assignments, and submit it ON-LINE before class starts on the day it is due.  T.A.s do not accept late workbooks unless you have an approved absence. There is a 50% grade reduction if it comes in after the class time on the due date. No workbooks can be accepted 48 hours after the conclusion of the on-line due date.

You may, but do not have to consult with other students when completing workbook assignments prior to the beginning of class when each assignment is due. Each student, however, is required to submit his/her own copies of the workbook assignments (you cannot submit one assignment for a group of people). Some students have been "burned" because they shared the work among a group of people. Remember, that if you rely on someone else to answer the questions for you, you may wind up losing points. 

Topics and Assignments—Assignments are DUE at the BEGINNING of class. GLW refers to the Ginsberg, et al. textbook, WB refers to Cox Workbook, & NYT refers to New York Times.  Even if there is no assignment for any given day, class meets.  Tu/Th refers to the day of the week the item is DUE!

Week 0 (Aug 27)

Th-Course Requirements, Intellectual Expectations and Policies

Th-reading-Syllabus 

Th-verify you are on http://ecampus.unt.edu today!  Check your email for an extra credit opportunity from Dr. King

Week 1 (Aug 31-Sept 4) 
Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 1 “American Political Culture,” WB Ch. 1 “Liberty and Security: The Philosophical Foundations of American Democracy”
Tu-return New York Times subscription forms with checks – messages & instructions sent to paid subscribers via http://ecampus.unt.edu 

Tu-Send in syllabus information sheet & read and plagiarism policy

Tu-Extra credit assessment in-class

Week 2 (Sept 7-11 —no classes Mon. Sept. 7 for Labor Day! Too bad this class meets Tu/Th!)
Tu-Reading Assignments:  GLW Ch. 19 “The Political Culture, People and Economy of Texas,” WB Ch. 2 “American Political Culture and National Security”

NY Times subscriptions begin this week (if you subscribe, you will be sent the code on Blackboard.

Th-NYT Quiz #1 (covers NYT from Mon. Aug 31-Tues. Sept 8 )

Week 3 (Sept. 14-18)-NEXT GEN WEEK-FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENT

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 2 “The Founding and The Constitution,” GLW Ch. 20 “The Texas Constitution,” WB Ch. 3 “Constitutional Freedom: The Tension Between Security and Liberty”

Tu-Experiential Learning Exercise #1 – Pick up & work on Democracy Exercise

Th- Experiential Learning Exercise #1 – Work on Democracy Exercise with Group from Tues.

Th-WB assignment #1 (all three are due)


-exercise #1-5

-exercise #2-3 


-exercise #3-4 
Week 4 (Sept. 21-25)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 3 “Federalism,” WB Ch. 4 “Evolving American Federalism”
Tu-Post for NextGen Experiential Exercise #1 due for your group by beginning of class

Tu-Last day to notify instructor about religious holiday absences

Th-New York Times Quiz #2 (covers NYT from Weds. Sept. 9 –Tues. Sept. 22)

Week 5 (Sept. 28-Oct 2)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 26 “Local Government in Texas”
Tu-Complete all on-line NextGen assignments and assessments by this date so that you can begin reviewing for the test
Th-First Exam—Oct. 1 (argh!)-covers GLW 1, 19, 2, 20, 3, 26 / WB Ch. 1, 2, 3, 4 / NYT from Weds. Sept. 23-Tues. Sept. 29

Week 6 (Oct 5-9)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 12 “Congress,” WB Ch. 5 “Representation and Religion”

Th-WB assignment #2 

-exercise #5-2

-exercise #5-4

-exercise #5-6 

Week 7 (Oct 12-16)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 23 “The Texas Legislature”

Th-New York Times Quiz #3 (covers NYT from Weds. Sept 30-Tues. Oct. 13)
Week 8 (Oct 19-23) NEXT GEN WEEK- FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENT

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 13 “The Presidency,” WB Ch. 6 “Understanding Presidential Power”

Tu-Experiential Learning Exercise #2 – Pick up Capitol Campaign: the Game of Power Politics (all students play both days)

Th-WB assignment #3


-exercise #6-1 


-exercise #6-3


-exercise #6-5

Week 9 (Oct 26-30)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 14 “Bureaucracy in a Democracy,” WB Ch. 7 “From Criticism to Understanding: The Federal Bureaucracy”
Tu-Post for NextGen Experiential Exercise #2 due for your group by beginning of class

Th – Halloween Extra Credit Opportunity – XC for those who dress up in the best costume for any political figure/topic! Class will vote on you! 
Th-New York Times Quiz #4 (covers NYT from Weds. Oct 14-Tues Oct 27)
Week 10 (Nov 2-6) 

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 24 “The Texas Executive Branch”
Tu-Complete all on-line NextGen assignments and assessments by this date so that you can begin reviewing for the test
Th-Second Exam—Nov. 5 (yagh)! covers GLW 12, 23, 13, 14, 24 / WB Chps. 5, 6, 7 /  NYT from Weds. Oct. 28-Tues. Nov 3 

Week 11 (Nov 9-13)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 15 “The Federal Courts,” WB Ch. 8 “How did the Supreme Court Get to be ‘Supreme’”

Th-WB assignment #4 due
-exercise #8-1

-exercise #8-3 

-exercise #8-4
Week 12 (Nov 16-20)

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 25 “The Texas Judiciary”, WB Ch. 9 “A Wall of Separation? The Paradox of How Church and State Can Be Separated, Yet Intertwined”

Th-New York Times Quiz #5 (covers NYT from Weds. Nov. 4-Tues. Nov. 17)
Week 13 (Nov 23-27)
Tu-Reading Assignments: WB Ch. 10 “The Quest for Equality: Civil Rights for the Disabled”
No Tuesday class (Nov. 24) to make up for all your out of class NextGen work! 

There will be NY Times hints Nov. 23—Nov. 25 (M, Tu, W)
No classes or NY Times hints Thurs. Nov. 26 or Fri. Nov. 27-Thanksgiving!
Tu-WB assignment #5 due

-exercise #9-1 


-exercise #9-4


-exercise #10-3
Week 14 (Nov 30-Dec 4) NEXT GEN WEEK-FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENT

Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 4 “Civil Liberties,” 

Week 15 (Dec 7-11) DEAD WEEK! NEXT GEN WEEK-FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSIGNMENT
M-Tu-8am-3 pm—makeup all NY Times and Tests-must have approved reason in advance-see T.A.-rm. 125 Wooten Hall

Th-Class meets on Thursday December 10.
Tu-Reading Assignments: GLW Ch. 5 “Civil Rights” 
Th-Post for NextGen Experiential Exercise #3 due for your group by beginning of class

Th-Complete all on-line NextGen assignments and assessments by this date so that you can begin reviewing for the test
Week 16 (Dec 14-18) FINALS WEEK!! ***Tues. Dec. 15,  10:30-12:30 am-255 ESSC- 

covers GLW 15, 25, 4, 5 / WB 8, 9, 10 / NYT Nov 18-Dec 10.  Finals scheduled in accordance with University policy, and you must have the Dean’s permission to take an exam early (remember, the final is NOT cumulative).

University of North Texas--Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism

The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of  unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without  authority with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise  practicing scholastic dishonesty.  

Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of "F" in the course.  In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be the failure of all fields of the exam. Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the course, or by the field faculty in the case of department exams. 

Cases of cheating or plagiarism on graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the departmental Graduate Studies Committee.  Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary course work may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students.  These committees, acting as agents of the  Department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students, if they determine that the case warrants it.  In all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case.  Students may appeal a decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 

University of North Texas-Statement of ADA Compliance

The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request on or before the sixth class day (beginning of the second Day of classes).  
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