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proudly presents
The Theatre Practice’s Blockbuster Production of 2009
If There’re Seasons…

The Mandarin Musical

Tickets on sale from 1 January 2009
If There’re Seasons… the hit musical with our songs and our memories
19 SOLD-OUT shows in 2007! A much awaited comeback in 2009!
Get ready for an ALL NEW take 

on everyone’s favourite Mandarin musical!

www.ttp.org.sg
Songs that captured the heart of a generation… that grew up with you and me… 
An anthem of a generation. A voice of a country.

From that magical evening, from that memorable night, we knew.
From the moment you couldn’t get tickets to the sold-out run, we knew.

The wait is finally over.

If There’re Seasons… returns to the stage in 2009!
A landmark production by The Theatre Practice, If There’re Seasons… is the brainchild of three exciting artists - renowned Hong Kong playwright Raymond To, music genius Liang Wern Fook, and The Theatre Practice’s very own Artistic Director Kuo Jian Hong in the director’s chair! With such an exciting collaboration at the helm, the musical promises to be full of fun surprises for everyone! Even if you’ve been thrilled by this musical before, there’s so much that will draw you back in 2009! With all new costume, lighting and set designs, it’s almost a brand new show! Just by looking at the set design alone, almost 70% of the set will be completely revamped. Looks aside, the 2009 edition also features a revised and richer script. And of course how can we forget the songs! With a shake-up in the song list, these new songs will no doubt become the signature of 2009’s staging of If There’re Seasons…. 
If There’re Seasons… 2009 boasts an exciting new addition to the cast - the ghost of Xiao Jing will now be played by local singer Sing Chew. A nightingale in her own right, Sing Chew is also known for her talent at hosting local television and variety shows. Director Kuo Jian Hong has nothing but praise for her. Although Sing Chew’s voice is her most obvious asset, Kuo also feels that she has the ability to transform, the potential to shine onstage, and a unique personal quality that makes her suitable to play the role of “Xiao Jing”.
Music giant Liang Wern Fook feels that Sing Chew stands out amongst the new generation of singers with her depth and strong range. With vocal power that’s a head above the average pop artiste, Wern Fook is excited to work with her on this project because he believes that the audience will be in for a treat with her marvelous pipes. Her addition to the cast brings a fresh creative energy to the team, and we’re also very excited to welcome the other new performers including Jeffrey Low, a local actor currently based in Hong Kong, English theatre actor Oliver Pang, popular television and stage veteran Catherine Sng, as well as Celine Rosa Tan who sang the theme song for local animated movie Sing to the Dawn.
Friends who caught the 2007 premiere must now be bursting with curiosity on how the chemistry of Sing Chew, George Chan and Joanna Dong will play out as they match their voices onstage. Besides the main cast, the talented ensemble will also feature gems like renowned local tenor Lim Shieh Yih, veteran stage actor Johnny Ng, and Ric Liu – founding member of local pop group Dreamz FM. So don’t miss out this time! Grab your tickets and make a date with us in April – May at the Drama Centre. See you there!
Little Rascals Workshop（For kids aged 4 – 7 years）

Moms and Dads! Want a peace of mind when you watch our show? Drop your rascals off at the theatre for our workshop and pick them up after the show! Activities are conducted by the professional instructors of Practice Performing Arts School. Open to ticket-holders of the 19 & 26 April 2:30pm shows. Fee: $15/child. Call 6337 2525 for more information.
Message from Old Chang Kee Chairman, Mr. Han Keen Juan
At Old Chang Kee we strongly believe that a partnership can only grow stronger through mutual support and continuity. This year we have again chosen to collaborate with The Theatre Practice because as a company the vision we have for our Corporate Social Responsibility is very much in line with their efforts in promoting and edifying our culture in the community. The arts are integral to our social and cultural fabric and with this continued partnership we hope that we can share the importance of heritage and culture which has been the bedrock of Old Chang Kee’s success for many years.
Synopsis

The winter of death numbs a lover’s pain,

The autumn of dreams lies awake in vain,

The summer of life sings its passing song,

And spring comes again… with courage to hope, and go on.

 “If there are seasons I would see snow, but not here…”

After the demise of his girlfriend Jing, A-Le packs up to pursue his musical ambitions in New York. There he meets the easy-going A-Qiang, a fellow dream hunter from Singapore, who gets him a job at a restaurant. On a particular takeout delivery, an aspiring actress named Rose enters A-Le’s life. Soon a bittersweet friendship of battered dreams and bruised hearts is born amongst them. But with each passing day, Rose begins to feel a little more for A-Le. Unknown to them however, the future is about to change their lives and their friendship forever.

Creative Team
Co-Director – Kuo Jian Hong

Jian Hong is Artistic Director of The Theatre Practice. Trained in directing and design, she is also a film/television director and producer. She directed Wu Jun Ru and You and Me and Him, Lao Jiu: The Musical and If There’re Seasons… As an independent filmmaker, her works include Agong Bak Kut Teh, Sammyville, Dog Story, and Avatar, the first sci-fi feature from Singapore. She has produced a number of mobile series for 3G phones.

Associate Director – Kuo Jing Hong

Jing Hong was originally trained as a dancer and choreographer. In exploring means of physical expressions, she began investigating into acting processes and its relationship to the body and movement, working with dance and theatre practitioners. She has explored a vast range of approaches/styles ranging from dance, physical/dance theatre, to drama as a performer, teacher and choreographer/director. * Jing Hong has recently graduated from University of Exeter with a MFA in Theatre Practice supported by the Shell-NAC Scholarship.

Playwright – Raymond To

Raymond To Kwok-wai started his illustrious career at six as a child prodigy in radio broadcasting. Though never formally trained in drama, he soon became the leading playwright in Hong Kong. A prolific and acclaimed playwright for the stage, he received the Hong Kong Artists’ Guild Playwright of the Year Award (1989), and many others from the Annual Hong Kong Drama Awards. To’s own contribution to drama is not confined to Hong Kong either. His contribution has earned him an array of local and regional awards. He won the Golden Horse Film Award (1997) for the film The Legend of the Mad Phoenix, which also won a second Hong Kong Film Award (1998); and received the Bronze Bauhinia (BBS) in 1999. 

Composer & Lyricist – Liang Wern Fook

A writer, composer, and educator, Dr Liang is the Language Director for Xue Er You Language Centre, and Assistant Professor (Adjunct) with Nanyang Technological University’s Division of Chinese. He has received numerous prestigious literature and music awards. Dr Liang has over ten literature publications and has over two hundred songs to his name.

Music Arranger – Bang Wenfu

Bang Wenfu is one of Singapore theatre’s most sought-after composers, arranger, musical director and pianist. His better known creative works include Wild Rice’s Oi! Sleeping Beauty!!, Jack and the Beansprout and the orchestration of Dick Lee’s epic score for Forbidden City: Portrait of an Empress. Wenfu is currently musical director of STAGES, and enjoys actively working with aspiring young musicians and theatre practitioners alike.
Musical Director & Vocal Coach – Lim Shieh Yih

Shieh Yih has been engaged to give Master-classes in Taiwan, Tainan National Performing Arts institute and concerts in Asia. He is currently a member of the voice faculty at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in Singapore, Artistic Director of Classical Singers’ Association, Singapore and FestaCanzone – Art Song Festival, Director of the Classical section of the Singing Teachers’ Association Singapore.

Choreographer – Jeffrey Tan

Jeffrey Tan, former resident choreograher and principal dancer with the Singapore Dance Theatre. In 2000, he was awarded the National Arts Council's Young Artiste Award for Excellence In Dance. In 2003, after being the awarded an educational grant from National Arts Council, he took a sabbatical to complete his master of fine arts at the Queensland University of Technology.
Set Designer – Lim Keng San
An architect by training, Keng San is passionate about designing for the stage and other time-based mediums. His design credits include Caucasian Chalk Circle for the Theatre Training and Research Program graduation show in 2005, The Theatre Practice’s The Last Chinese Helicopter(2005) and The Soldier & his Virtuous Wife(2008), as well as Toy Factory’s Big Fool Lee(2007). He also art-directed The Changi Murals(2006), a short film produced by W films. He is also an avid youth worker.

Costume Designer –Vivianne Koh

After graduated from Lasalle-SIA College of the Arts (Fashion Design) in 2000, Vivianne has been involved in local theatre scene as Costume Designer, Costume Co-ordinator and Wardrobe Manager. Vivianne’s designs credits included I Am Queen (The Theatre Practice), Death of a Hero (Puppet Square), Big Fool Lee (Toy Factory). In April 2007, Vivianne was nominated by NAC to represent Singapore for the ASEAN Design & Technical Theatre Workshop 2007 (Costume Design) in Manila held by the ASEAN Committee on Culture & Information and Cultural Center of the Philippines.

Lighting Designer – Dorothy Png

Dorothy has been doing lighting design since 1994. A permanent free-lancer, she has worked with several companies including Toy Factory Theatre Ensemble, Check Point Theatre, The Theatre Practice, Singapore Repertory Theatre , Singapore Lyric Theatre, The Necessary Stage, TheatreWorks, and Singapore Dance Theatre. She has also participated in overseas festivals such as New Idea Theatre Workshop in Taipei, 2007, and the Romaeuropa Festival 2007 in Rome.

Sound Designer – Shah Mohd Tahir

Shah has worked with top names in the local and international entertainment industry including Sheryl Crow, A*Mei, Jacky Cheung, Eric Moo, Sandy Lam, Dick Lee, Jacintha, Humpback Oak, the Oddfellows, Heritage, and has arranged and composed for Mediacorp’s Channel 8 serials such as Beautiful Connection. He has also designed for productions including Forbidden City, Singapore Idol, WOMAD, National Day Parade, Singapore Arts Festival, COMPASS Awards, and many others.
Hair Designer – Ashley Lim

Having worked in theatre for more than 20 years, Ashley’s hair designs are almost an institute of their own. Ashley is particularly proud of being Creative Hair Designer for the World Premiere of the musical Forbidden City – Portrait of an Empress, at the Opening Festival for Singapore Esplanade Theatres On the Bay in October 2002. Apart from theatre, Ashley has created hair designs for TV shows like Mum’s Not Cooking and fashion projects.

M.A.C Creative Artist – Beno Lim

A much sought after fashion make-up artist, Beno’s work has graced the faces of celebrities such as Debbie Gibson, Fei Xiang, Tanya Chua, Deanna Yusof, Bernie Chan, and Fergie of Black Eye Peas. Magazine covers and runways aside, Beno’s credits for theatre include Vagina Monologues, Titoudao, Cabaret, P Ramlee the Musical, The Soldier and His Virtuous Wife, The Dim Sum Dollies, Beauty World, Cinderel-lah, as well as Cirque du Soleil.

Cast

George Chan

George Chan has developed his career in both the Singapore and European Arts scene. His talents extend beyond vocals and acting to dance and choreography. His musical theatre highlights in Europe include the Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel Schonberg production of Miss Saigon, the original cast of Bob Fosse’s Chicago, Robert Stigwood’s production of Bee Gee’s hit musical Saturday Night Fever, There’s No Business Like Show Business (touring as a vocal soloist ) and the award winning European premiere of Tim Rice and Elton John’s Aida. George also recorded the cast album for the above shows and has had the honor of working with great talents such as Cameron Mackintosh, Tim Rice, Bob Avian, Ann Reinking, Donald Johnston, Wayne Cilento and Sir Elton John. His musical theatre credits in Singapore include: Admiral’s Odyssey, Man of Letters, Magic Of Love and Sing Me A Story. He has also staged and choreographed theatre pieces such as Forbidden City: Portrait of An Empress and Godspell. George recently received outstanding reviews for acting, singing and dancing as the principle role Kerabat in Malaysia’s first opera M!Opera. George is perhaps most recognized for being one of the judges of the Channel 5 reality dance show The Dance Floor.
Joanna Dong

Since graduating with Honours in Sociology from NUS, Joanna has begun a diverse career in vocal performance. Club residencies aside, Joanna has also sang and performed at various festivals including the Mosaic Music Festival, Da:ns Festival, Baybeats, and Flipside. In 2008, she launched her debut Jazz EP Lullaby Nomad with a sold-out concert at the Esplanade Recital Studio. Joanna started with musical theatre as an ensemble member for Snow Queen in 2005, followed by Forbidden City: Portrait of an Empress (2006). She made her Mandarin theatre debut with If There’re Seasons as “Rose” in 2007 and in 2008 she played principle characters in The Soldier and His Virtuous Wife as well as Do Not Disturb – Late Checkout Please (Real Actors).

www.joannadong.com

Sing Chew 

After Project Superstar secured her a record deal with Warner Music and Play Music, Sing’s debut album From Taipei To Beijing was named “Asia’s Top 5 Album of the Year” by The Straits Times, thus completing everyone’s awe of her transformation. After being named “Best New Artiste Of The Year” by 8-days, one of Singapore’s best-selling magazines, Sing also clinched Best New Artiste at the Singapore Hits Award. In time to come, Sing’s flair for acting and writing will no doubt catapult her career to greater heights. 

Jeffrey Low

Jeffrey Low is a versatile bilingual actor who is actively involved in cross-cultural, cross-language, and cross-media performances.  In his formative years, he had the privilege of receiving Kuo Pao Kun’s mentorship, which now enables him to incorporate rich cross-cultural elements into his  work. Some of Jeffrey’s accolades include being nominated for Best Actor in Life! DBS Theatre Awards 2002 and again in the 8th Life! Theatre Awards 2008, as well as winning The Straits Times Theatre Award 2003 for Best Ensemble Performance. During his stay in Hong Kong, he has successfully produced various theatre shows such as Reginald Rose’s Twelve Angry Men, Lanford Wilson’s Talley’s Folly, Hugh Leonard’s Da, Eric-Emmanuel Schmitt ‘s Oscar et la Rose and Craig Lucas’ Three Postcards. 

Oliver Pang

Oliver left Singapore in 1997 to study musical theatre in London, and returned with a BA (Hon) in Theatre Dance. He has performed in West End and toured United Kingdom with The King and I. Since his return, he has been in Forbidden City, Private Parts, Dim Sum Dollies, Kumar the Queen, Beauty World, Nightingale, To Kill a Mocking Bird and Das Experiment. He would like to dedicate all his performances to his creators: his mom and dad!

Lim Shieh Yih 

Tenor Lim Shieh Yih, a native of Singapore is described by the New York Times as a “Bright Voice Tenor”. His opera performances include Carmen, Otello, Così Fan Tutte, Eugene Onegin, Die Zauberflöte, Madama Butterfly, Ariadne auf Naxos and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Shieh Yih is also a fine recitalist and has performed in Alice Tully Hall, Merkin Concert Hall, New England Conservatory etc. Mr. Lim was invited to open the Brownville Concert Series at the Brownville Concert Hall in Nebraska on February 7th, 1999 in conjunction with the Marilyn Horne Foundation.

Johnny Ng 

Johnny has been a major name in the local Mandarin theatre scene since graduating from Practice Performing Arts School’s drama course in the 1970s. He has been given demanding lead roles in many of Kuo Pao Kun’s plays over the years including the original Lao Jiu in 1990. Johnny then went on to win the Best Actor Award in the Singapore Drama Festival in 1982. Johnny is also a familiar face on television and an outstanding cross-talk artist. 

Catherine Sng 

A well known face in the stage and television circuit, the multi-faceted Catherine Sng thrives on character-driven roles and new challenges. Along with her consistent showing in 3 seasons of Growing Up, this versatile veteran actress wowed audiences with memorable characters in Channel 8’s The Unbeatables III, and School Days. This bilingual thespian also played to rave reviews for her roles in SRT’s Ah Kong’s Birthday Party, Drama Plus’ Belly of the Carp, as well as The Necessary Stage’s Mixed Blessings and Staying Alive.
Windson Liong 

Windson is an effectively bilingual and versatile actor. He has landed a wide variety of roles on screen, television and stage - ranging from a sickly nerd to a gangster leader, a cowardly lion to a ferocious murderer, a parang-swinging ah beng to a guitar-wielding mat rocker. He is an alumnus of the SAF Music and Drama Company and Lasalle College of the Arts, School of Drama.

Windson is really happy to collaborate with The Theatre Practice once again, reprising his role as Xiao Jiang.

Ric Liu 

Ric Liu, a singer-songwriter, lead singer of The Lilac Saints, a graphic/web designer, is also a founding member of local pop trio, Dreamz FM. Musically, Ric has performed alongside celebrities like Carol Kidd, David Tao and A-Mei. He also had a Number 1 hit on 98.7FM with the song, “Should I Stay”. Ric is the producer of the soundtrack for If There're Seasons.
Audrey Luo Baoling

A graduate of the NUS Theatre Studies Programme and proud member of the award-winning young & W!LD ensemble, Audrey’s theatre credits include Hypochondriac, Mad Forest , On North Diversion Road, ECNAD’s In The Name of Dance, The Theatre Practice’s If There’re Seasons(2007), SRT’s Man of Letters, Dramabox’s Momo, and The Vagina Monologues(2006) directed by Loretta Chen. Audrey does arts-in-education plays with W!LDRICE, Dramabox, The Theatre Practice, Creativetree, Mastereign, and Stagehandz. She recently played the ensemble in I-Theatre’s musical Wizard of Oz. Currently a voice-over talent and host, Audrey aspires to be an all-rounded bilingual performer.

Celine Rosa Tan 

Celine started with Christian musicals before venturing into theatre full time. Some of her various roles include being Gerda, a girl who rescues her brother from a witch (The Snow Queen, S.R.T.), alternating with Kit Chan to play the role of Yehanara, empress of China (Forbidden City, S.R.T.), prancing as Tracy Turnblad, a parody for Hairspray (Chestnuts, Stages), being Fraulerin Kost, a stinking prostitute with a penchant for sailor boys (Cabaret, Toy Factory) and mama-san Lin Hsiao Hsiao (Shanghai Blues, Toy Factory). In 2006, her role as Bamboo, a manga princess in Jack and the Beansprout won her the title of Best Supporting Actress at the 7th ST Life awards 2007. In that same year, she loaned her voice to sing Bo Chun Hong for the local released film Singapore Dreaming. She was last heard as the voice of “Dawan” for the animation Sing to the Dawn as well as “Magic Mirror” for the pantomime Snow White.

Isabella Chiam 

Isabella's theatre credits include The Swimming Instructor (ACTION Theatre), Jack and the Beansprout (W!LD RICE), Man of Letters (SRT) and Rainbow Fish (I Theatre). She is also a founding member of Young n W!ld, which received the Best Ensemble Award for Mad Forest at the Life Theatre Awards 2008. Isabella made her debut in Brian Gothong Tan's feature film Invisible Children this March and counts TV programmes like Lifeline 2 and Little Coach as part of her resume. Her last appearance was as protagonist Sunny Tan in musical Sunshine Girl, produced by Dick Lee and directed by Jonathan Lim. If There’re Seasons… is Isabella's first Mandarin production and she is very honoured to be working with The Theatre Practice.

Catherine Wong 

She sings, she dances, Catherine has always had a bond with the stage. Started her expedition back in her school days, she has done numerous productions, both TV & theatre. Catherine’s theatre credits comprises of The Theatre Practice’s Red Hawk (1999), Lao Jiu: The Musical, If There’re Seasons… 2007, Immortalx and the most recent The Soldier & His Virtuous Wife as The Matchmaker. Being an multi-lingual actor, she has worked with various theatre companies like The Etceteras, Native Arts Society, Hiu Kok Drama Association (Macau) and Black Tent Theatre (Japan).

Hang Qian Chou 

Qian Chou is ecstatic to relive the rewarding and meaningful journey on If There’re Seasons…, having been part of the ensemble in its successful first run. He graduated from the NUS Theatre Studies Programme and is a proud member of the pioneer cohort of young & W!LD. He has also acted in Sunshine Girl, The Wizard of Oz, Own Time Own Target, The Hypochondriac, Beauty World, Mad Forest (Best Ensemble, 8th Straits Times LIFE! Theatre Awards) and On North Diversion Road.

Judy Ngo

Judy Ngo is a freelance theatre practitioner and drama educator. She holds a Theatre Studies degree from NUS. She has worked with various theatre companies. To date, she has acted, taught, directed, sang and (tried to) danced. Recent productions include Vagina Monologues, The Swordfish, then the Concubine, Mad Forest and Immortalx. She is extremely grateful to all her teachers and all the people she has worked with and hopes (fingers crossed) to continue doing theatre for a long time to come.

Renee Chua

Renee is an actress and drama facilitator, and through her works, she seeks to inspire, move and nurture, in the same way that theatre has shaped her.

She has recently performed in The Lunar Interviews (Magadalena, Substation, Singapore Theatre Festival)，What Matters? （Drama Box）, Death of a Hero (Puppet Square, Esplanade Studios), Duckie Can’t Swim (Puppet Square). She was also a crazy immortal in Immortalx (Theatre Practice) and an eccentric wife in Doublebill: Life (Faithworks). 

Currently an associate artiste with Tapestry Playback Theatre, an interactive community theatre, Renee performs regularly for Tapestry and was involved in its Cambodia outreach programme – teaching playback to social workers in Cambodia. 

Chen JinFu 

JinFu joined The Theatre Practice as a full-time intern after completing his national service. Always enthusiastic to perform, JinFu played the trombone and acted during his tertiary education days. With limited theatre training and experience, JinFu jumped at the chance to join The Theatre Practice, hoping to increase his knowledge about theatre productions, as well as to receive invaluable training and performance experience, before he sets off overseas to pursue an education in theatre in the near future.
Liu Hong 

A native of China, Liu Hong graduated with a degree in Acting (Film, Television, Theatre) from the Faculty of Arts, University of Shenzhen. He is currently a Resident Actor with The Theatre Practice. Liu Hong’s acting credits include major roles in The Descendents of the Eunuch Admiral, The Soldier and his Virtuous Wife and I Am Queen.

Peer Metze

Born near Berlin, Germany, Peer Metze is a passionate actor since young, showing his talent in fairy-tales within families home. He acted in humoresques during his Navy time until he became professionally active and joined a theatre group in Berlin. Since his first appearance as Director Robert in If There’re Seasons… (2007), he has worked hard on his Singapore portfolio. Today, Peer is much recognized through his work in television, stage, short films, and commercials.

www.alivenotdead.com/pemetze

Performance Details
Date
: 16 April ~ 3 May 2009


Time
: 8pm (Tuesday-Saturday), 2:30pm (Saturday & Sunday)

Venue
: Drama Centre Theatre (National Library Building, Level 3)

Ticket
: Preview (16 April 2009)
$20
$30
$45
$55

  Tuesday-Thursday; 8pm
$25
$40
$55
$65

  Friday & Saturday; 8pm
$35
$50
$65
$75

  Saturday & Sunday; 2:30pm
$25
$40
$55
$65
  Ticket Prices (excludes SISTIC fee)
Performance in Mandarin with English Surtitles
*Advisory: Some Mature Content
Priority Booking* 

15% Discount (01.01.09 – 31.01.09) & 10% Discount (01.02.09 – 14.04.09)

DBS/POSB Credit Card Members

Other Discounts* 

15% Discount (01.02.09 – 28.02.09) & 10% Discount (01.03.09 – 15.04.09)  

Old Chang Kee Customers, PAssion Card Members, Popular Card Members, SAFRA Card Members, NTUC Card Members

Concessions* 

10% Discount (01.03.09 – 15.04.09)

Students (local/international), full time NSmen & Senior Citizens

Corporate/Group/School Bookings – Save up to 20%*!

For more information, please contact Ms Jo Lim at 6337 2525 or email her at jolim@practice.org.sg.

Buy your tickets through SISTIC website: www.sistic.com.sg, SISTIC Hotline: (65) 6348 5555 or SISTIC Authorised Agents.

*Conditions apply

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Theatre Practice

Meet The Theatre Practice! We may not be all shine and swanky polish, but our charm lies in our unwavering commitment to our vision and beliefs. Born in 1986 and founded by Kuo Pao Kun, we are Singapore’s first bilingual theatre company! Firmly rooted in our home, we celebrate diversity with a belief in harmony. Whether we are young or old, of supple limb or weathered step, our boundless energy springs from our passion for creativity and the arts. Our work runs the gamut of theatre, from traditional to modern, classical to devised, realist to experimental. And on the road ahead, we will continue to objectively critique life, respectfully entertain audiences, and always, explore new uncharted waters.

Welcome to The Theatre Practice. 
Presenting Sponsor
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