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MINUTES OF 151st MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH HELD ON 19.2.2010 AT 11.00 A.M. IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL OF THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHANDIGARH.


The following were present:- 

	1. 
	Smt. Anu Chatrath
	Mayor

	2. 
	Dr. Roshan Sunkaria, IAS
	Commissioner

	3. 
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh 
	Sr. Dy.Mayor

	4. 
	Smt. Sheela Devi
	Dy. Mayor

	5. 
	Sh. Arshad Khan
	Councillor

	6. 
	Sh. M.P.S.Chawla
	Councillor

	7. 
	Brig.(Retd.) K.S.Chandpuri
	Councillor

	8. 
	Dr. A.P. Sanwaria 
	Councillor

	9. 
	Sh. Resham Chand Jakhu
	Councillor

	10. 
	Ar. P.K. Mukherjee
	Councillor

	11. 
	Dr. Neelam Malik
	Councillor

	12. 
	Dr. Amrit Bolaria
	Councillor 

	13. 
	Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma
	Councillor

	14. 
	Smt. Kamlesh
	Councillor

	15. 
	Sh. Pardeep Chhabra 
	Councillor

	16. 
	Sh. Vijay Singh Rana
	Councillor

	17. 
	Sh. Surinder Kumar Jagota
	Councillor

	18. 
	Sh. Jagjit Singh Kang
	Councillor

	19. 
	Sh. Kuldeep Singh
	Councillor 

	20. 
	Smt. Harjinder Kaur
	Councillor

	21. 
	Sh. Rajesh Kumar Gupta
	Councillor

	22. 
	Smt. Anju Beniwala
	Councillor

	23. 
	Smt. Sarita Devi
	Councillor

	24. 
	Smt. Raj Kumari 
	Councillor

	25. 
	Sh. Jatinder Bhatia
	Councillor

	26. 
	Smt. Sunita
	Councillor

	27. 
	Sh. Ram Lal
	Councillor

	28. 
	Sh. Anil Kumar Dubey
	Councillor

	29. 
	Sh. Harphool Chand Kalyan 
	Councillor

	30. 
	Sh. Gurcharan Dass Kala
	Councillor

	31. 
	Sh. P.K. Sharma, HCS
	Secretary


The following Officers of the Municipal Corporation also attended the meeting: -


	1.
	Sh. T.P.S. Phoolka, PCS
	Joint Commissioner

	3.
	Sh. S.K.Bansal
	Chief Engineer

	4.
	Sh. R.K.Goyal
	Superintending Engineer (P.H.)

	5.
	Sh. Mukesh Anand
	Superintending Engineer (B&R)

	6.
	Dr. G.Diwan
	Municipal Health Officer

	7.
	Sh. Desh Raj
	Chief Accounts Officer

	8.
	Sh. Kamal Joshi
	XEN (Elec. Divn.)

	9.
	Sh. Zorawar Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.1

	10.
	Sh. Sanjay Arora
	XEN Roads Divn.No.2

	11.
	Sh. Bhupinder Singh
	XEN Roads Divn. No.3

	12
	Sh. R.S. Bedi
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.1)

	13.
	Sh. R.S.Ahluwalia 
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.2)

	14.
	Sh. R.S. Sihag
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.3)

	15.
	Sh. V.K. Garg
	XEN (P.H. Divn.No.4)


At the outset the Secretary welcomed the Hon’ble Mayor, Hon’ble Commissioner, media persons, distinguished Councillors and colleague officers to the 151st meeting of the House. He apprised the House that the Mayor will first address the House on the Budget Estimates of the Corporation for the year 2010-11.

Agenda Item No.2

Budget Estimates for the year 2010-2011.

The Mayor read out her speech on the budget estimates of the Corporation for the year 2010-11.  
The Mayor said that every effort has been done to develop the city in all spheres, however, if any Councillor wishes to submit his suggestion, he can do so.
Dr. A.P.Sanwaria congratulated the Mayor for presenting Budget without any fresh tax and wanted to know whether the grant-in-aid from Chandigarh Administration has been received or not.  He said that the income of the Corporation from the estate, water, sewerage has remained same, but income from other sources has decreased upto Rs.20.00 crore.  He wanted to know the reason.  He said that the Councillors visited Singapore and brought a concept of Sensory Park, which was pursued by Sh. Pardeep Chhabra and himself.  The Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh has developed the said park after spending lakhs of rupees in such a way that it can be called sheer wastage of public fund.  He said that how that park was planned and developed was not brought to the notice of the Councillors, as a result it is worse than common parks situated near his residence.  He desired that the park should be developed keeping in view its basic concepts as it was seen in Singapore, which was basically for the benefit of visually challenged persons.
The Mayor apprised the House that at the time of introduction of property tax in Chandigarh, it was assured that matching grant will be released by the Chandigarh Administration, which has not so far been received.  She added that she will take-up the matter with the officers of Chandigarh Administration in the Co-ordination Committee meeting.
Sh. M.P.S.Chawla suggested that complaint centre of Municipal Corporation should be upgraded and telephone number of complaint centre should be easy to memorize.

Smt. Harjinder Kaur pointed out that expenditure shown in the Plan Head is imbalanced and desired to know the reasons.  She was of the view that budget should be regularly reviewed quarterly.   She added that the Corporation has already approved so much estimates that there should not have been any problem for expenditure of funds.  The position of all wings except the MOH wing is alike, which is a major reason for non-delivery of quality services. Supplementing the views of Dr. A.P.Sanwaria on Sensory Park, she said that on the day of inauguration there were holes on the concrete due to ants laid in the park, which can be said to be an unhealthy set-up.  She further pointed out that a huge amount has been earmarked for installing fountains in the city and desired that a detailed information about the fountains already installed and their functioning should be brought before the House, only then more fountains should be installed as the earlier fountains have been reported to be non-functioning due to theft of parts.  She suggested that fountains with features like the fountain at Plaza in Sector-17 be installed to avoid the theft of parts.  At the end, she appreciated the good budget.
Sh. Arshad Khan suggested that such mechanisms and tools should be installed in the office of the Corporation, so that the delivery mechanism should be transparent and effective.  He said that a provision of more than 1.50 Crore has been made in the Commissioner’s office for E-governance and desired that a detailed provision to spend the said amount be apprised to the House.  

The Commissioner apprised the House that earlier it was decided in the meeting of the Finance & Contract Committee that keeping in view the slump in the property it was not prudent to sell the property as there is no crunch of funds with the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, as a result the income from estate has reduced.  Similarly, due to non-installation of new water meters and old water tariff the income from the water tariff is also same.  The reason of decreasing the income from other sources is that the interest on the FDRs will be less.  He further apprised that last year code of conduct was in force w.e.f. 19th March to 16th May due to Parliamentary elections and during that period no development work was undertaken.  Moreover, most of the staff remained busy preparing information for House as sought by Councillors.  He added that during Ist January to 31st December, estimates amounting to Rs.67.00 crore were sanctioned out of which Rs.61.00 crore have been utilized during this period.  Funds under JNNURM and MOH wing will be fully utilized, so far as the Public Health & Road Wing is concerned, he directed the Chief Engineer to explain the position.
The Chief Engineer explained that out of Rs.25.97 crore earmarked under B&R an expenditure of Rs.20.00 crore is anticipated.  Under the Public Health Wing, there is provision of Rs.15.54 crore for expenditure out of which Rs.3 crore have already been utilized,  for Phase V & VI an amount Rs.6 crore has been kept but due to non-sanctioning of the project by the Govt., the work could not be taken up. However, an amount of Rs.5 crore will be utilized during February March.  However, funds  under JNNURM will be fully utilized.



The Mayor said that Sensory Park developed by the Municipal Corporation lacks the basic concept of the park as it is just like a normal park and suggested that the basic concept of the park as seen at Singapore should be provided in this park.



Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that the Commissioner had said that delay in execution of projects was due to number of information  sought by the Councillors and said that such reply was not anticipated as the RTI Act is already in place and everybody can seek information. The House has brought an agenda regarding Public Disclosure Act and asked the Commissioner whether the Councillors should stop asking questions. He further said that if Councillors ask any question, its reply does not come even after lapse of months.  Earlier an inquiry was ordered to be conducted in a matter of B&R Wing and its report has not so far been received and if the Councillors do not ask any question then the matters are swept under the carpet.



The Commissioner apprised that the inquiry has been completed and its report will be placed before the House in the next meeting.  Replying to the query of Sh. Arshad Khan, he said that under ERB solution 20 modules have been procured.  A project worth Rs.2 crore has been received from the Govt. of India and Rs. 1 crore have been received.  Under this project, administrative  system will be fully computerized.  Human Resource Management system, Grievance Redressal system, all the welfare schemes, Citizens’ services, centre modules, birth and death certificates, property tax, issuance of licence, water and sewerage, documents and work floor, finance and accounts management, audit management, legal management system, land and estate management system, asset management system, vehicle management system, material management system, project management system, leave procurement, challan management system will be managed under this scheme. Bids were invited for this project and 8 companies have been shortlisted and the Govt. of India has imposed a condition that a project manager has to be appointed for this project as consultant. Bids have been invited upto 10th February for project manager and once the project manager is selected RFT documents will be given to the shortlisted company. System integrator should be employed by the end of June 2010 this year and within 2 years he will complete all the process.



Sh. Pradeep Chhabra said that during his last meeting as Mayor many agendas were placed before the House for approval which was objected by some of the fellow councillors.  He added that every Mayor gives priority to the development of the city.  He added that the development work should not suffer due to strained relations of officers and councillors. He further said that the location of Sensory Park was selected due to its proximity with the blind institute and this land was got approved for the park after a lot of efforts.  It was proposed to set up a water fall at the said park so that the blind students could feel the water, similarly plants could be felt and sensed by their fragrance.  He was of the view that it would have been better if an officer should have been sent to Singapore to see the concept and other technical aspects of the park so that the same technology could be adopted in Chandigarh.  Therefore, the size of the park does not matter and the same features can be installed in this park.  He added that it is first of its kind in India which will be another feather in the cap of the city and would attract the tourists. He further said that the Chandigarh Administration has decided to give CFL bulbs on discounted rates with a purpose of saving energy. The Punjab and Haryana Govt. had already decided in this matter.  Earlier it was decided to provide high mast lights  in the parks, colonies and discarded areas where bad elements assemble and damage the lights and a policy decision is required to be taken in this regard to avoid thefts and other illegal activities particularly in the rural areas, colonies otherwise if we provide high mast lights in every park and market it will consume lot of energy and our future generation would not get sufficient energy and as such  there is no need to install high mast lights in the markets which are already sufficiently  illuminated and whatever high mast lights are installed other small lights should be removed to avoid a wastage of energy.  He further said that sex ratio in the city is deteriorating and it has lagged behind even illiterate states. The motive behind the creation of women empowerment committee was to empower the women and to take up such important issues. The Govt. of India spends  lot of money on campaign against female foeticide.  He was of the view that there is a dire need of inculcating the sense against the female foeticide particularly among economically lower strata living in slums and colonies and some provision should be there in shape of financial package for the new born girl child and suggested that there should be a provision of Rs.5000 or Rs.10000 for the newly born girl child for the BPL families.  There should be provision for the same in the Budget.  He appreciated a well balanced budget and thanked the Mayor, Commissioner and other officers for preparing such a good budget and hoped that Chandigarh will develop with leaps and bounds.

Dr. Amrit Bolaria desired that transparency should be brought before the House about the functioning of the Corporation since it is not clear as to when a project will be taken up and whether it will be completed or not.  She said that internal as well as external audit is required for transparency.  She was of the view that quarterly progress report should be brought before the House for information.  She further said that many people send their requests to the officers through e-mail, which are not being responded by the officer.
The Commissioner apprised that internal as well as external audit is already in place. He added that every information about the Corporation and even about every project is available on the web site of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.  
The Mayor said that she also received such complaints that officers do not reply queries sent through e-mail.  She requested the officers to reply the queries received through e-mail and also intimate the complainant that his complaint will be attended within specific time.
Smt. Kamlesh appreciated the good budget and said that almost every field has been covered under it but lamented that information on SJSRY has not been provided in budget.  She said that in 2009 when she was the Mayor, a special component head was created in the budget for SJSRY Cell and wanted to know the detail of the same in the present budget.  
The Mayor said that a special component has been mentioned at page-3. 
It was resolved that all the estimates, whether it is the funds received under JNNURM or SJSRY, should be got approved from the concerned Committees.
Smt. Kamlesh said that an amount of Rs.10.00 lac has been earmarked for capping & closing of the dumping ground which is less as the area of dumping ground is vast i.e. 20 acre and also desired that the area which has already been filled should also be capped and closed.  
The Mayor asked the MOH to explain as to how much amount is required for capping & closing of dumping ground.
The MOH explained that it is a token provision which can be enhanced in the revised estimate after the consultant submit his DPR. 
Smt. Kamlesh said that the Corporation has already completed capping & closing of some of the area and the same parameters and technique can be used for filling & capping the remaining land and there is no need to appoint consultant as it would be wastage of public fund.
The Commissioner said that it is technical work and consultant has to be appointed for this project and therefore, an amount of Rs.10.00 lac has been provided for this work as token money, which can be enhanced.
The Mayor said that provision of Rs. 50.00 lac be made in the budget estimates for capping & closing of the dumping ground.

Smt. Kamlesh opposed the opening of motor garage in Dadu Majra and desired that the proposed motor garage be shifted somewhere else as the residents of Dadu Majra are already suffering a lot due to existing Dumping Ground.  She further said that there is no proper provision of outlet for the leachate and now the water released after washing of trucks will also accumulate there.
The Commissioner explained that out of 12 acre land, 10 acre has been allotted for the Dumping Ground and 2 acre was kept for bio-medical waste plant.  It was decided in the meeting of officers that one acre be given for bio-medical waste plant and he himself had requested the Chandigarh Administration to allot one acre land to Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh for washing of trucks as after unloading the garbage at dumping ground, the trucks need washing and the land has not so far been allotted for this purpose. If the land is allotted provision of drainage will be made as it would be proper to wash the dumper placers at the spot where they are unloaded.
Smt. Kamlesh vehemently opposed the proposal of opening motor garage at Dadu Majra and said that the locality has already become hell for the residents after setting up of dumping ground, garbage processing plant, dog pond etc. She added that the residents of Dadu Majra will oppose this project and being area Councillor she will have to support them, therefore, she requested to drop this proposal or shift the motor garage to some other place.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma appreciated the budget and said that provision has been made for overall development of the city, however, co-ordination between officers for execution of projects is required.  He suggested that every project passed by the House, Finance & Contract Committee and other Committees should be reviewed after six months and action taken report be brought before the concerned committee and time frame be set out for execution of each project.
The Commissioner apprised the House that action taken reports are being regularly placed before the House for information.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma said that last year when the budget was discussed in the House it was proposed by him that the expenditure under the non-plan head should also be brought before the respective committee for approval and information, but no action has been taken in this regard.  However, in case of urgency expenditure can be incurred by the officers and then ex-post facto approval of respective committee could be sought.

The Mayor agreed with the proposal and said that in future expenditure under non-plan head should be brought before the respective Committees/F&CC/House as per financial implication for approval/information.

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that in the year 2007-08 an amount of Rs.11.00 crore and during the year 2008-09 an amount of Rs.6.54 crore was received as grant-in-aid under the JNNURM, during the year 2009-10 an amount of Rs.20.00 crore was anticipated under this head but no fund has been received so far.  Similarly when the property tax @ 3% was imposed, it was assured by the Govt. of India that matching grant will be released which was received for the first year but after that no matching grant has been received.  As such an amount of Rs.30.00 crore is outstanding towards Government.  He suggested that this matter be taken up in the meeting of Coordination Committee and the said amount be got released.  Similarly Rs.100.00 crore was released by Govt. of India for development of Indl. Area and the Chandigarh Administration said that the funds will be released.  Though some amount has been released but still major portion of grant-in-aid is outstanding.  In the same way against proposal of Rs.256.00 crore under plan head an amount of Rs.27.00 crore has been received and lot of money is pending towards Administration, which needs to be recovered.  He added that as already mentioned by other Councillors, the Sensory Park has not been developed according to the Park, which was seen in Singapore.  He said that same feature be installed in the Park and unnecessary expenditure be stopped.  While installing high mast lights the Southern sectors be kept in consideration keeping in view rising number of crimes in Southern area.  He appreciated the budget and congratulated the Mayor, Commissioner and other officers for preparing the balanced budget which has been prepared after meticulous consideration in the Finance & Contract Committee.  He said that every part of the city has been covered for development, but simultaneously said that it would be beneficial only if the amount of Rs.600.00 crore as proposed in the budget would be fully utilized.  He said that the vacant posts of technical staff at the lower level should be filled up so that the estimates could be prepared in time and project be executed.
Sh. Anil Dubey said that he came to know that Bapu Dham Colony & Mauli Complex will be developed as modern colonies but there is no such provision in the budget.  Even the Community Centres which consist of one room are of no use for the residents.  He suggested that these Community Centres should be developed keeping in view the need of the people.
The Mayor said that sufficient funds have been provided for the development of colonies under which different kind of projects can be executed.  Development of Shopping Centre in Mauli Jagran has also been proposed.
Dr. A.P.Sanwaria drew the attention of the House at Page-86 where an amount of Rs. 30.00 lac has been proposed for treatment of garbage and asked why there was need to buy EM solution when garbage processing plant at Dadu Majra is functional and treating 350 tones of garbage collected from city.
The MOH explained that in the DPR, it has been agreed that waste of hotels and vegetable market will not be accepted in the garbage processing plant as the moisture content in this waste is very high and it is agreed terms & condition.  Moreover, the organic waste produced by the garbage processing plant is also to be dumped at dumping site and it can not be left without E.M.solution spray and earth layer.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma asked about the quantity of E.M. Solution being purchased before and after the commissioning of garbage processing plant.
The MOH replied that the quantity of E.M. Solution which was earlier used in 30 days is now being used for 45-50 days.
Sh. Arshad Khan asked whether the Corporation has submitted application to Government of India for release of carbon credit for capping & closing of dumping site and what is the value of carbon credit as it is international norm that whenever you close & cap a dumping site you are entitled for carbon credit.  He added that a bio-methanization plant already exists in Industrial Area for processing of waste from vegetable markets & big hotels and bird slaughter house.  The organic waste produced by the processing plant is supposed to go to lined by all sides and it was to be done by the plant itself.  He asked whether the plant is dumping the organic waste in the lined area or whether it is being dumped at dumping ground.
Smt. Kamlesh pointed out that when this project was brought before House, it was clearly informed that the Corporation can not segregate the waste received from big hotels, vegetable markets.  Earlier, when there was no processing plant, the E.M. solution was purchased to spray on the dumping site to avoid foul smell.  She was of the view that there was no need to purchase so much E.M. Solution as all the waste is supposed to go to the dumping ground and even the aforesaid waste supplement the combustion after being dried up.  She further said that only MOU was got approved from the House and the DPR was never brought before the House, hence, no reference of DPR should be made in the House.  
The MOH explained that three types of waste is produced.  Firstly, the solid waste which is with the Corporation, secondly, the bio-medical waste which is with the Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee and thirdly, the meat market waste which is being processed in the bio-methanization  plant at Industrial Area and the electricity produced in this plant is used in the plant itself.  The meat waste of the city can not be processed there as it would infect the slaughter house.  The meat sellers have engaged a service provider to whom meat waste is sold which is used for preparing of feed.  Bio-medical waste is also sent for incineration and it also does not come to the dumping ground.  The garbage processing plant has already been registered for carbon credit.  As per DPR, the dumping site is with the garbage processing plant for inert and rejects produced by the plants.
Sh. Arshad Khan said that carbon credit is not the stream of the garbage processing plant since it is the land of the Corporation and the Corporation is doing land fill and capping and the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh is entitled for carbon credit which is given by the international organization.  He firmly said that he was ready to debate on this issue.
The MOH said that he will seek advice of the Law Department on this issue and pursue the matter accordingly.
The Mayor proposed that keeping in view the sentiments of the Councillors the budget estimate for development of colonies be enhanced to Rs. 2.00 crore in addition to the proposed amount.
The Mayor requested the Councillors to send their proposals for preparing estimates well in advance.
“The House considered & resolved that the Budget Estimates for the year 

2010-11, be & is hereby approved with aforementioned amendments.”
The House adjourned for tea break at 12.50 p.m. and reassembled at 1.20 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1

Confirmation of the minutes of 150th meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 29.01.2010 at 11.00 a.m. in the Assembly Hall of the Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.1 before the House for confirmation.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that at Page 14 of the minutes, the word “dismantled” from the Ist para attributed to him should be replaced with “removed”. He further said that at page 24 in the 2nd last line, the amount of “Rs. 1.00 lac” be replaced with “Rs. 10.00 lac”.
Sh. Bhupinder Singh pointed out that in the last meeting it was resolved that the area Councillor will certify the ownership of the Houses situated inside the lal dora, extended abadi and baray, but no instructions have been issued to the Chandigarh Administration and concerned officers in this regard.
The Mayor requested the Commissioner to issue necessary instructions to Chandigarh Administration and all the concerned officers/officials in this regard at the earliest.
“The House confirmed the minutes of 150th meeting of the General House of the Corporation held on 29.01.2010 at 11.00 a.m. with the following amendments :-

The word “dismantled” from the Ist para attributed to him should be replaced with “removed” and at page 24 in the 2nd last line, the amount of “Rs. 1.00 lac” be replaced with “Rs.10.00 lac”

Question/ Hour



Smt. Raj Kumari requested that temporary colonies should also be developed by providing basic amenities like water & drainage and tiles be also provided there.


The Mayor said that she has already taken up the matter of temporary colonies with the Advisor as well as the Finance Secretary and apprised the House that the Administration is going to rehabilitate the residents of colonies whose names exist in the biometric survey. Water & drainage will be provided for the rest of the residents who could not be shifted due to shortage of houses.  She assured that she will be in touch with the Finance Secretary in this matter.


Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) appreciated the decision of the F&CC for giving free parking stickers to the persons who have donated blood 50 times. However, he was of the view that there are army soldiers and police personnel who have sacrificed their lives at the altar of the mother land which is more valuable than the blood donors, hence, the dependents of such martyrs should also be considered for giving the same facility.  


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra supported the views of Brig. K.S.Chandpuri (Retd.) and said that the Corporation is going to erect a pillar in which the name of martyrs will be written.  The dependents of those martyrs as well as the firemen who lost their lives should also be issued free parking stickers.
Sh. P.K.Mukherjee was of the view that the Corporation already have number of accountants in almost every wing of the Corporation, hence, there was no need to hire Chartered Accountant for maintaining the accounts for a huge amount of Rs. 60.00 lac.  He further said there was no transparency about the detail of the funds released to different wings of the Corporation and desired that it should be available on the website of the Corporation.  He further said that no reply is received from the officers on the queries sent through mail.  
The Commissioner said that this amount was being paid to the firm for maintaining double entry accounts which has already been passed by the Finance & Contract Committee and   Sh. P.K. Mukherjee is also member of the said Committee.
The Mayor requested Sh. P.K.Mukherjee to send his queries in writing so that detailed reply could be sent to him.

Sh. Arshad Khan said that a provision should be made to issue annual card for paid parking since number of people who own cars visit the markets and have to pay about Rs.1700/- to Rs.1800/- per month as parking fee and if the Corporation introduces annual card charging Rs.750/- to Rs.1000/- adding some value like insurance, washing, the Corporation can generate sufficient revenue. It will give some privilege to the card holders and a system should be introduced through which the said card holder can know through SMS as how much space is available at a particular parking.  He further asked the source of base data for the tax imposed on institutional & industrial properties.  When the said data was collected and what was the methodology and whether it has been updated?
The Secretary apprised that door to door survey was conducted through Punjab Engineering College and every commercial property has been covered by them.
Sh. Arshad Khan suggested that the Corporation should outsource the collection of property tax as it is not getting tax as it should have.  The extra income collected could be shared with the outsourcing agency since the Corporation has not sufficient manpower to cover all the commercial properties & institutions and all civic bodies in India are doing it and Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh can also do it.
The Mayor requested Sh. H.C. Kalyan, Chairperson of the House Tax Assessment Committee, to convene a meeting and invite Sh. Arshad Khan as a special invitee who will give his proposal in writing and the committee will consider it and recommend proposals for discussion in House.
Sh. Bhupinder Singh said that provision of parking should be made in the five villages merged with Corporation in 2nd phase and the Chandigarh Administration should also be requested to keep some land for parking areas.  He further said that if land is available in the villages transferred to Corporation in Ist phase, provision of parking should also be made there.  He added that the streets are narrow in villages and get congested after parking of scooters and cause inconvenience for public.  Therefore, parking area should be carved out in these villages.
The Commissioner requested to give the proposal in writing so that it could be sent to the Administration for approval.

Sh. Kuldip Singh requested to regularize the houses built up to height of 45 ft. in the villages since the time of Panchayats.  
The Mayor said that she will take up the matter with the Chandigarh Administration.

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that in the recent past many theft cases were reported in Industrial Area.  The CITCO Welfare Association of Industrialist decided to cover up the vacant land lying between two sheds to thwart the scope of theft from that side, as a result the covered area of those sheds increased and the Industrialists also paid the property tax for the said increased area.  But the Corporation has served notices for the tax for the last four years.  He requested that property tax be assessed from the year the sheds were built.
The Secretary said that in the self assessment scheme of property tax, there is a provision that if any person makes any alteration in the building he has to inform the office within 30 days otherwise tax is to be paid from the date it was imposed.

The Mayor said that the delegation also met her and she has discussed the matter with the Secretary and said that their request is genuine.  She further said that the Corporation should give them 10% concession as they have already deposited tax for the extra covered area.  She requested the Secretary to consider their demand sympathetically.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia further requested that the goods of the industrialist kept on verandah for loading, unloading should not be removed by the Enforcement Wing of the Corporation as it is not a permanent encroachment.

The Mayor also supported the views of Sh. Jatinder Bhatia.

The Secretary assured that the matter will be looked into.

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  pointed out that I.T. Park was exempted from the property tax under SEZ to promote Information Technology Scheme but at present more than 50% sites are occupied by the commercial companies.  He suggested that there is need to conduct survey again in industrial area since many commercial sites have been converted into shopping malls after introduction of conversion policy.  Moreover many multi-storey buildings and hotels have come up but the water tariff and sewerage cess is the same inasmuch as water supply hours have been increased.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3


Rough  Cost  Estimate for P/L 25mm thick SDBC in parking area on V-4 road, Sector 35 C&D, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed Agenda Item No.3 before the House for consideration and approval.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that in the agenda it has been mentioned that this project will be executed in the next financial year.  He was of the view if projects are to be taken in the next year then what was the urgency to bring the agenda.  He said that this practice is not good and should be avoided.  He further pointed out that table of budget allocation expenditure incurred and balance amount has not been mentioned in the agenda as was practice earlier.  He added that in the next year the rates of articles will increase then the revised estimate will be again brought before the House for consideration.

The Commissioner said that after passing the agenda it takes considerable time for administrative approval, preparing DNIT, flouting tenders etc. and therefore the project will be taken up in the next financial year since only 2 months have left for this financial year. 

The Mayor was of the view that the practice once started should not be discontinued and estimate should be prepared as per past practice.

Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that agendas should not be brought before the House just to oblige someone.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma further pointed out that at page No.3 the grade of bitumen has been changed from 80/100 to 60/70, whereas in other agenda at page-34, it has been mentioned as 80/100.  He asked why different grade of bitumen is being used for same nature of work.  He said that Councillors are not technical persons and such specifications are required to be checked at the level of the officers and Councillors will not be responsible for this mistake.


The Mayor asked whosoever did the cutting should be called upon to explain his position as it is to mislead and cheat the House and that is why the roads do not live their required lives.


The Chief Engineer apprised that the standard specification is 80/100 and the cutting has been done by the circle office.


The S.E.(B&R) explained that the bitumen of Gr.60/70 is better than 80/100.  Moreover, the rates of both grades have been mentioned as same.  The Draftsman has made the cutting inadvertently.


The Commissioner directed the Chief Engineer to justify the cutting on the estimate.


The Mayor said that in future the system of placing the estimates before the House and their technical specifications should not be changed by the officers at their own level.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough  cost  estimate amounting to Rs. 42.41 lac  for P/L 25mm thick SDBC in parking area on V-4 road, Sector 35 C&D, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.4


Construction of Rigid Pavement in Motor Market, Manimajra.  



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.4 for consideration & approval.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  read out the last three lines of the agenda at page 4, where it has been mentioned that estimated amount of this agenda  has been enhanced due to increase of rates of labour and materials.  He said that this agenda was earlier passed in the year 2008 and failed to understand why it has been brought before the House again.


The Mayor said that the subject of the agenda should have been as revised estimate for Construction of rigid pavement in Motor Market, Manimajra. 


The S.E.(B&R) explained that it is recast of estimate and it has been mentioned at page-5 (Ist line).  He added that this estimate was passed in the year, 2007 and work of flexible pavement was completed whereas tenders were floated for rigid pavement, but single party came forward with higher rates, as such tender could not be allotted.  Again the tenders were floated but no tender was received and third time again single tender was received with higher rates.  Therefore, recast of the estimate was necessitated as the rates were not workable that is why the estimate has been recast on the basis of DSR rates.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra pointed out that earlier tenders were floated for improvement of infrastructure in the shape of providing rigid pavement in Sector-17and no revised estimate was placed before the House in that case.  He asked whether the office has not allotted contract on the basis of single tender after negotiation?


The S.E.(B&R) explained the nature of job on both sites is totally different as the material is to come directly from the RMC and the specifications in both work are different as in this case we are laying concrete of 8” whereas it was 3” in Sector-17.  


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra pointed out that there are many projects for which foundation stones have been laid down 2-3 years ago but no work on them has so far been started and the office will certainly bring the revised estimates for those projects.  The Councillors have been raising this issue time & again, so he suggested that such tendency should be checked and the projects should be completed in time bound manner, otherwise the public fund is being drained.  He was of the view that this agenda should not have been brought before completion of pre-requisite works and the office had to do double exercise on this estimate.  However, he said that this agenda should be approved and work be completed at the earliest as Motor Market, Manimajra is the biggest market of Asia.


Sh. Arshad Khan said that he has been raising the issue of GIS/GPS for the purpose that all the information about the projects should be available on the net and such situation can be avoided.  He said that there should be transparency in the functioning of the office.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that estimate amounting to Rs. 357.90  lac for construction of rigid pavement in Motor Market, Manimajra, be & is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5  



Construction of stainless steel bus queue shelter at Bus Stand Manimajra, 

Chandigarh. 



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.5 for consideration & approval.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  said that all the bus queue shelters are being constructed on BOT basis then why this estimate has not been proposed on BOT basis.  


Sh. P.K. Mukherjee pointed out that all the buildings have been designed by M/s Bachittar Singh & Associates and no competition is being held and the S.E (B&R) allot the work directly to him.  He further said that this estimate was at the higher side and such shelters can be erected with a maximum cost of Rs.5-7 lac.  Mahila Bhawan was also designed by the same architect and when he asked the then S.E. (B&R), he replied that he was competent to allot the work.  


The Mayor asked why single agency was being given the work without allowing other parties to compete for the work.  


The S.E. (B&R) said that offers are invited from the parties and whosoever give competitive rates is allotted the work.  

Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that the said architect took six months for preparing the design after repeated reminders.  He never attended the objections raised by the office of Chief Architect, Chandigarh.  Ultimately, he himself met the Adviser to the Administrator, who called the Chief Architect telephonically and directed him to call the Chief Engineer of Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and clear the plan.  Next day, when we met the Chief Architect, U.T., Chandigarh, he said that your architect never attended the office to get the objections removed.  He again took three months for sending the detailed drawings and even the drawings night food shelters have not been received.  
Keeping in view the sentiments of the members, the House resolved that  M/s Bachittar Singh, Architect, who prepared the drawings of Mahila Bhawan, Night Food Shelters etc. should not be allotted work in future nor he be given a chance to compete with others. 
Sh. Ram Lal was of the view that if the bus queue shelter at Manimajra is given on BOT basis it will take a lot of time whereas it is urgently required.  
Sh. Pardeep Chhabra supported the views of Sh. Ram Lal and said that the agenda be passed as such.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.71.62  lac for Construction of stainless steel bus queue shelter at Bus Stand Manimajra, Chandigarh,  be & is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.6  


Rough cost estimate for construction of community centre Sector 48-C, Chandigarh.  



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.6 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.602.00  lac for Construction of Community Centre, Sector 48-C, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO.7


Supply and Carriage of 5000 M.T. PPC cement (100000 bags) for store of M.C., Chandigarh.


The Secretary placed the agenda item No.7 for consideration & approval.

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that proposal to purchase 5000 M.T. PPC cement (100000 bags) for store of M.C., Chandigarh from M/s Cement Corporation of India Ltd., SCO 56-57, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh @ Rs. 205/- per bag including present excise duty, VAT, Road freight and unloading and stacking (Rs. 2,05,00,000/-), be & is hereby approved.”
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 road and P/F 60mm thick paver blocks around various parks in Sector 43 A&B, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.8 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.43.22  lac for Widening of V-6 road and P/F 60mm thick paver blocks around various parks in Sector 43 A&B, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9


Enactment of Public Disclosure Law.
The Secretary placed the agenda item No.9 for consideration & approval.

Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma  pointed out that the Government of India approved the projects of MOUD & JNNURM subject to achieve three types of reforms  i.e State Level Reform, ULB Level Reform & Optional Reforms.  But in the proposed public disclosure law, only State Level Reforms has been mentioned and asked why the other two reforms have not been mentioned.  He further said that at the time of launching of JNNURM, he specifically had asked the conditions of Govt. of India to be performed by the Corporation, but the conditions were intimated in peace meal manner like property tax, installation of water meters etc. and now in agenda incomplete information has been given.


The Chief Engineer apprised that state level reforms are to be taken up by the State.  There are 23 reforms under ULB level reforms & Optional reforms, out of which almost 12 reforms have been completed and the status of remaining reforms had been given earlier in the action taken report.


The Commissioner said that there are two types of reforms financial & non-financial reforms.  Under financial reforms tax is to be imposed and water tariff is to be enhanced.


The House considered & deferred the agenda.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10
Estimate for Providing additional sewer line from V-3 road Sector 55/56 to Sewerage Sump pump Sector 55(Palsora) ,Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed the agenda item No.10 for consideration & approval.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma referred the contents of agenda in which it has been mentioned that water level of the area has been increased upto depth of 8-10 feet from ground level.  He asked the Chief Engineer to apprise the House the area in which the level of water has been increased.  If there are such other areas then their proposal for laying sewer line be also brought simultaneously.  
The Chief Engineer explained that the population in Palosra Village & Colony has increased and there is a small S.W. Sewerage line which has been damaged at some spots which remains blocked frequently, therefore, there is proposal of laying larger size sewer line.  He further informed that water table has risen in southern sectors.
The Mayor desired that the detail information about the agenda be brought in the next meeting and whatever information is sought by the House in the meeting should be placed in the next meeting positively.  
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.43.22  lac for Providing additional sewer line from V-3 road Sector 55/56 to Sewerage Sump pump Sector 55(Palsora), Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO.11


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & carpetting of V-6 roads in Sector 31 D, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.11 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.40.40  lac for Widening & carpetting of V-6 roads in Sector 31 D, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12


Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & strengthening of internal roads in front of Plot No. 489 – 1066 (marla plot in Industrial Area, Phase – II, Chandigarh.)

The Secretary placed the agenda item No.12 for consideration & approval.
Sh. Chander Mukhi Sharma pointed out that in the agenda it has been mentioned that due to conversion of Industrial Plot into multiplexes, traffic has increased tremendously.  Similarly, it has also been mentioned that outlay crust design for internal roads was got done by the PEC authorities for the adjoining pocket, which is not relevant in this agenda.  He was of the view that the Chandigarh Administration is collecting the conversion charges, therefore, it should release the funds for development of Industrial Area as was earlier assured by Sh. R.K.Rao, the then D.C. & Commissioner of M.C.
Sh. Jatinder Bhatia said that 12 years have passed since the roads of Industrial Area were carpeted.  He said that Industrial Area Ph-II is also a part of the city.  Though the Chandigarh Administration has released some funds for Industrial Area, yet the Corporation in its earlier meetings has decided to improve the infrastructure out of the Corportion’s funds.  He therefore, recommended that the agenda be passed. 

“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.297.71  lac for Widening & strengthening of internal roads in front of Plot No. 489 – 1066 (marla plot in Industrial Area, Phase – II, Chandigarh), be & is hereby approved.
The House further resolved that the matter be taken up with the Chandigarh Administration for release of funds for development of Industrial Area, Phase-II, Chandigarh.”

AGENDA ITEM NO. 13


Rough Cost Estimate for Design, Supply, Erection and Commissioning of One No. LPG Based Cremation Furnace at Cremation Ground, Sector 25, Chandigarh.



The Secretary placed the agenda item No.13 for consideration & approval.


Sh. Pardeep Chhabra said that the issue of development was earlier discussed in the House and it was desired that all the cremation grounds should be surveyed and whatever up gradation is required there, should be listed.  A committee was also constituted for this purpose.  He asked whether any report has been received from the said committee. He further asked the detailed information on electric crematorium and cremation grounds situated at Industrial Area, Hallomajra, Kajheri etc. 


Sh. Ram lal said that the cremation ground in Village Daria is ready for operation but other facilities are not available in that cremation ground.



Sh. Pardeep Chhabra  said that the concept of LPG based cremation furnace was started in Bangalore in the year, 2000 and Corporation do not have any feed back of that cremation ground whether it is functioning properly or not.  He suggested that before taking any decision in this matter, a report be taken from Bangalore about the performance of LPG cremation furnace and suggested that till then the agenda be deferred.  The detail about energy consumption, financial implication in comparison to the electric crematorium be also provided.


The Chief Engineer said that in case of electric furnace the electricity is required to be supplied regularly as a result the energy consumption is higher, whereas in case of LPG, it will be consumed only when dead body reach there for cremation.
Dr. A.P.Sanwaria said that it was a good proposal as it will save cutting of number of trees.  However, he apprehended whether people would opt this system of cremation.
Sh. P.K.Mukherjee said that normally 3 quintal of wood is used for cremation of dead body.  But there is a company TIFR which has introduced a system in which only 1.5 quintal wood is used in cremation of a dead body.  He added that the offer of the company worth Rs. 12.00 lac is available with him which he can place before the House for information, if so desired.  
The Mayor said that she will constitute a 3 member Committee which will survey all the burial grounds/cremation grounds situated in Municipal Area including villages belonging to all the religious communities and give a report as to what facilities are required to be provided there, so that those could be developed accordingly.
TABLE AGENDA ITEM NO. 1
Rough Cost Estimate for Widening of V-6 roads in Sector 47 A & B, Chandigarh.


The Secretary placed the table agenda item No.1 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.38.04  lac for Widening of V-6 roads in Sector 47 A & B, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”

TABLE AGENDA ITEM NO. 2

Rough Cost Estimate for Widening & Carpetting of V-6 roads, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh.
The Secretary placed the table agenda item No.2 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & unanimously resolved that rough cost estimate amounting to Rs.66.60  lac for Widening & Carpetting of V-6 roads, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh, be & is hereby approved.”

TABLE AGENDA ITEM NO. 3

Fixation of reserve price of booths of Fish & Meat Market, Sector-41, Chandigarh.

The Secretary placed the table agenda item No.3 for consideration & approval.
“The House considered & approved the reserve prices of booths of Fish & Meat Market to be leased out as per Estate Rule, 2007 i.e. on leasehold basis for 99 years through open auction as follows :-
	Sr. No. 
	Site No. 
	Reserve price 

	1 
	1 to 2 wholesale booths Fish Market   (2 booths) 


	Rs. 77,35,693/- 

	2 
	3 to 8 Retail Booths Fish Market  

( 6 Booths) 


	Rs. 37,36,029/- 

	3 
	9 to 32 Booths Meat Market 

(24 Booths) 
	Rs. 41,31,482 


The House also approved the proposed reserve price of Rs. 16,666/- per month to rent out the Chiller Room through open auction subject to the condition that the licence fee will be increased 5% after lapse of every five years, be & is hereby approved.” 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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