
WHIXLEY PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, WHIXLEY
ON TUESDAY 19th JANUARY 2016 AT 7.30PM
PRESENT:
Councillors: Rick Illingworth (Chairman), Clare Beckett, Roger Bailey, Sarah Newton, Bob Hamilton and Dave Porritt. 
ALSO PRESENT:

Clerk: Joy Richardson




Councillors John Savage & Christine Lewis






14 Members of the Public

16/01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Apologies from Cllr. Copley. No declarations of interest were declared.


16/02
MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 17th NOVEMBER 2015 & PLANNING APPLICATION MEETING 20TH DECEMBER 2015.
The minutes having been previously circulated were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
16/03
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM

Members of the Public were present at the meeting to discuss the flooding which had taken place in late December.



The Chairman Cllr. Illingworth clarified the position of the Parish Council as follows:

The Parish Councils role regarding planning applications. A local planning authority must take into account the representations of the Parish Councils, however, that does not mean that the local planning authority will necessarily decide an application as the Parish Council have indicated they feel it should be decided. 

Whixley Parish Council always use their local knowledge when commenting on any planning application and did so when objecting to the Cherry Tree Farm development.


Reference Planning Application 10/03287/FULMAJ – Cherry Tree Farm.

Cllr Illingworth confirmed the objections raised by Whixley Parish Council in relation to this particular planning application.  Their objections included the following: -
Whixley Parish Council wish to object to the plans for Cherry Tree Farm and would like to see new plans submitted with the 2 pedestrian gates from the farmhouse to the Planting closed up.
Drainage:

This site has been subject to flooding in the past years. The proposed ramp on the Church Street entrance to prevent flood water entering in the Cherry Tree Farm area could well lead to flood problems on Church Street. The existing drains on this street already have problems dispersing rainwater in very wet weather.

The Flood Risk Assessment states that the sub-soil will not accept ground water, implying that the use of soak ways is not practical.

Seven houses were constructed upon the immediately adjoining land, part of the same farmstead, in 1989. All surface water from these houses was directed to soak ways within the curtilage of each house, which have functioned perfectly for 20 years.
Sewerage

The PC also wish to express a concern about the capacity of the existing local sewerage system to accept the increased volumes from the development and would ask that if it cannot be confirmed that the system is adequate then the scope of the necessary upgrading be confirmed.
A copy of the full comments made by Whixley Parish Council can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.

A Member of the Public asked if the Parish Council comments would have been shared with the developer and Cllr. Illingworth confirmed that the developer would have seen these comments.

Whixley Parish Council invited Harrogate Borough Council Engineers to attend this evenings meeting.  Mike Wickens Senior Engineer (Land Drainage) has responded to say he was unable to attend this evenings meeting however he would attend a meeting at a later date.
Lengthy discussion followed between Members of the Public and the County/Borough Councillors present. All members of the Public had the opportunity to express their concerns.   Councillor Savage stated as a previous flood victim he completely understood and that he was working with the engineers at Harrogate Borough Council in an effort to resolve the problems which had led to this flooding.

Councillor Savage confirmed grants are currently available from NYCC and HBC.  Mrs Morrison asked for confirmation of how she could find out about these and the Clerk offered to send her the information.

Everyone agreed that the rainfall during this period had been exceptional and Cllr. Savage spoke of all areas within the Ainsty Ward which had suffered flooding as a result of this.

Cllr. Lewis asked for time to speak with the engineers from NYCC & HBC and hold a site meeting in order that this can be tackled in a much broader way.   They would like to talk to all the riparian landowners in an effort to find real solutions.  Cllr Lewis suggested a 3 month timescale and she felt that 3 months was a reasonable timescale to ensure this issue was considered carefully.
A member of the public suggested this timescale was too long and Cllr. Lewis confirmed that HBC has only 1 engineer an NYCC have only 4 to cover the whole area.  

Cllr. Savage stated he felt the Parish should obtain some sandbags.

A meeting with Mike Wickens will be arranged after allowing Cllrs. Savage and Lewis some time to update him from this evenings meeting.

Mrs Morrison asked the Parish Council to record a Thank You to the emergency services, in particular the Fire Service for all of their hard work and assistance given during this very difficult time. 
16/04
CLERK’S REPORT 
a) Gullies reported to Area6 on 21.11.15 have been cleared. Noted.
b) Footpaths reported to Area6 on 24.11.15 have now been repaired. Noted.
c) Whixley Village website change of credit card details.  Cllr. Beckett will discuss with Gareth Chapmen.
New administration and time needed for uploading of information. Noted.

d) Information, nomination forms and guidance in preparation for the Parish Council Elections on 5th May 2016 was distributed to all Parish Councillors.

e) Information regarding the new NYCC Highways Parish Portal was given to Parish Councillors.

f) Clerk advised still awaiting confirmation of information request reference planning application 12/00898. Noted.
g) Information regarding possible legislation for defibrillators was given.  Grant application information was

also included and it was agreed that the Clerk will make an application to the British Heart Foundation for a defibrillator.

h) Clerks holiday dates 20th Feb to 25th Feb & 29th April to 5th May were noted.
16/05
FLOODING

This matter was dealt with during the Public Open Forum.
16/06
GRASS CUTTING 

Grass Cutting requirements for the financial year 2016/17 were discussed and it was full council agreed to keep 

the amount of cuts as those which had been carried out for 2015/16.

The quotation from Farm & Land Services for 2016 was considered and it was full council agreed to accept this quotation ensuring the contractor was aware that 6 cuts of the verges would be required.

16/07
PARKING CONCERNS

Cllr. Beckett had circulated information regarding the meeting which took place with Mr & Mrs Snook at the 


Anchor Inn Public House on Saturday 12th December 2015.  Cllrs Bailey and Hamilton had also attended.  This 
had been a constructive meeting and Mr & Mrs Snook would do their best to prevent people parking on the 


pavement and corner.  Comments from a member of the public regarding improvements since the use of parking cones 

had been introduced, are to be passed on to Mr & Mrs Snook by the Clerk.

Photographs supplied by a member of the public had been considered and Clerk is to advise the sender of these photographs of the procedure North Yorkshire Police would need to follow, if they were to be used as evidence.
It was agreed that no further action by the Parish Council is required at this time.
16/08
SPEEDING


The response from the Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner for North Yorkshire was noted.
16/09
LONGLAND LANE

Clerk updated the Parish Council on the possibility of Commuted Sums being claimed to tidy the hedges 


along the lane.  Clerk to obtain a quotation for the work from Farm & Land Services.
16/10
ALLOTMENTS


Cllr. Hamilton would make enquiries as to the rental charges for allotments made by other local authorities and this 


matter would be carried forward to the March meeting.


Clerk to contact Shaun Wilson for an update regarding the Parish Council offer to purchase the allotments.
16/11
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
15/05512/TPO Crown Reduction and lateral reduction of 1 Beech Tree. Tree T1 of Tree Preservation Order 50/2009. Plum Tree Cottage, Church Street, Whixley. Circulated 16.12.15.  To be dealt with by HBC Arboricultural Officer.
15/05585/DVCON – Deletion of conditions 4(design stage code certificate) and 5 (post construction stage certificate) of planning permission 6.96.10 H. FUL – Erection of dwelling (site area 0.07ha) due to withdrawal of Code for Sustainable Homes.  Circulated 30.12.15 – No objections.

16/00051/TPO – Protected Tree Works Application.  Lateral Reduction by 2 – 3 m and crown cleaning of 1 Pine within 

Woodland W1 of Tree Preservation Order 44/1994. 35 Back Lane, Whixley. YO26 8BG. (Circulated 12.01.16). To be dealt with by HBC Arboricultural Officer.

16/12
PLANNING DECISIONS & APPEALS
15/03998/DVCMAJ – Deletion of condition 4 of planning permission 6.96.108D.FULMAJ to allow Plot 5 to be built without the Level 4 for Code for Sustainable Homes.  Cherry Tree Farm Church St, Whixley.  Noted.
15/04571/FUL Erection of entrance gate, wall and piers. May House, High Street, Whixley.

GRANTED Subject to the following conditions:

The development shall begin on or before 21.12.2018

To be carried out in strict accordance with the submitted details on the 9th October 2015, including plans and elevations.  Unless otherwise approved in writing by the LPA, any gates or barriers shall be erected at the back of the footway and shall not be able to swing over the existing or proposed highway. The brick of the wall and gate piers hereby approved shall match the existing to the satisfaction of the LPA. Noted.

16/13
VILLAGE SHOP


Bank Balances noted.
The tenant had confirmed her brother who is qualified will carry out all PAT testing.  Parish Council agreed to remove any items they owned (Fridge/Kettle), as the tenant had installed new fridges.
Cllr. Beckett to obtain a quotation regarding the Air Conditioning Unit.

Tina Chamberlain of the Shop Association had confirmed the balance of £2,500 less their solicitor’s fees would be transferred to the Parish Council.

Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Tina & Charles Chamberlain for all of their hard work in handling the shop transfer.

16/14
PC NOTICE BOARDS
Full council felt that the current amount of 4 Notice Boards was adequate for the village and whilst they were grateful for the offer of another one, it was not felt necessary at this time.  Clerk reported list of repairs needed to current boards.  The Notice Board on High Street was in need of some work and it was agreed to request a new board to be purchased from Commuted sums and for it to be re-sited at the Bus Stop.  Clerk to write to the owner of the property/wall to seek their permission.
16/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS

Cash Book, Bank Balances & Reconciliation: -  Noted.

a)



Balance b/fwd:

£6,458.87








Debits


22.10.15

Newtons Shop Transfer

383.00


17.11.15

Whixley/GH PCC grant

420.00




A Kennerley final pay

  46.35




YLCA Clerk advert

  
  15.00




Clerks Salary Oct/Nov

443.12 includes exp.




HMRC PAYE

 
   92.40




Office Expenses

 
   10.06


14.12.15

J M Besant


   40.00 (payments agreed by 




T Backhouse Bench


 600.00    Chairman/Vice Chair)









2,049.93


Cash Book Balance as at 8th Jan 16:




4,408.94


Bank Balance as at 8th Jan 16:




4,408.94

b)
Business Reserve Account £349.31 (Interest 5p Sept to Jan 16) as at 31st Dec 2015.

Letter was signed by Chairman & Vice Chair to transfer these funds to the Current Account.
c)
Village Shop Account 

Debits

Credits


24.11.15
Rent/Insurance 




714.02

 
 4.12.15
CQ NFU Insurance


190.80




Village Shop Account balance as at 8th Jan 16:

523.22 Noted.
d)
Payments agreed.
Farm & Land Services
17th Aug to 26th Oct

642.00

Office Expenses Clerk 



                    6.82

Clerks Salary 9th Dec to 8th Feb


                432.92 includes office all/mileage

HMRC PAYE





  92.40
e)
The Plantings:

Balance of NYCC Funding for the Plantings as at 26th Nov 15 £7,765

Purchase Order for Tree Risk Assessment placed at a cost of £290 + VAT
Noted.
f)
Commuted Sums available as per January 2016 were Noted.
To receive details of application made for £600 from commuted sums on 15.12.15

for Bench.
Noted.

g)
Details were given to the Parish Council of 2 x VAT Reclaims totalling £1,338.76. Noted.
h)         The HBC Council Tax Support Grant was Noted.

i)          A decision to opt in or out of the Sector Led Body for the External Audit for the Financial Year 2016/17 was carried                       
forward to the March meeting of the Parish Council.
16/16
CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence not included in the agenda was distributed via the circulation folder.
16/17
COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT
No reports.
16/18
PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS

Cllr. Beckett confirmed that she had once again contacted Nick Backhouse regarding the broken seat and asked him to go back to the manufacturer for either a repair or replacement.
Cllr. Hamilton updated the Parish Council regarding the Tree Inspection Meeting.

Cllr. Beckett asked if the Parish Council would like to include any items within the Village Hall Newsletter.  Cllr. Bailey

asked for the forthcoming Elections in May to be included.
16/19
MATTERS FOR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDA

Planning App 12/0089, Allotments, Longland Lane.
16/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd March 2016 at 7.30pm
The Meeting closed at 9.15pm
Approved ………………………………………………   Chairman                        Date...............................    

