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	NEWS


Address for Brother Charles HOWARD
Some time ago, Brother Charles left the community of the Novitiate of Kutama (Zimbabwe). Nevertheless, letters for him still arrive at this address, even though he has returned to his own Province of Sydney. Please note his new address: 

Marist Brothers

6 Boyd Street

Blacktown NSW 2148

Australia.

Brother Charles does not have a personal e-mail address but messages can be sent to the following e-mail address:

provadm@fms-sydney.org.au
Reflection Group for Provincial Secretaries

A meeting of five Provincial or District Secretaries took place at the General House on the 9th and 10th December. Brother Peter Rodney, President of the Government Commission and Brother Jean RONZON, Secretary General, also took part in this meeting. The Secretaries who participated were: Nellie BEELEN from Europe Centre-Ouest / West Central Europe, Roque BRUGNARA fms from Brasil Centro-Sul, Gregory McCrystal fms from Melbourne, José María FERRE fms from África del Oeste / Afrique de l’Ouest / West Africa and José Maria SOTERAS fms from L’Hermitage. The group shared and reflected on the mission confided to a Provincial Secretary, on the various tasks that are part of this role and on the relations with the General Administration. The group developed proposals for the animation and formation of Secretaries, which will be submitted to the General Council and to the Brothers Provincial. 

New Provincial Council in the Province of África Austral / Southern Africa
The Province of África Austral / Southern Africa, which includes communities in six countries - South Africa, Angola, Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe – held its Provincial Chapter from the 10th to the 13th December at the Kutuma College in Zimbabwe. Twenty-seven brothers of the Province participated in this Chapter that marked the start of the mandate of Brother Lawrence NDAWALA as Provincial. Brother Théoneste KALISA, General Councillor, was also present. It was decided to elect six Councillors, each representing one of the countries of the Province. The following brothers were elected: Joseph WALTON for South Africa, Odilmar FACHI for Angola, Evaristus KAZAMBWE for Malawi, Antonio SANASANA for Mozambique, Stephen PHIRI for Zambia and Emmanuel MWANALIRENJI for Zimbabwe.

The delegates also took the time to share about their apostolate and they made the following recommendations: to develop Religious Education, to be more present to students and to give particular attention to the most neglected in the society where they live.

New Provincial Council in the Province of New Zealand 

The Provincial Chapter took place from the 14th to the 18th December at Sacred Heart College in Auckland. Twenty-six delegates, coming from two regions - Aotearoa – New Zealand and that of the Pacific (Fiji, Kiribati, Tonga and Samoa) – participated, along with seven laypeople and some brothers who were observers. Included in the observers were Brother Paul GILCHRIST, Provincial of the Province of Melbourne and Brother Darren BURGE from the Province of Sydney. The General Council was represented by Brother Maurice BERQUET.

This Chapter marked the start of the mandate of Brother Carl TAPP as Provincial. It adopted various recommendations, especially increasing the collaboration with the other Administrative Units of the Region of Oceania. The following brothers were elected as members of the Provincial Council: Peter HORIDE, Tim LEEN, David McDONALD, Henri SPINKS and Julio SUAESI.

Appointment of the District Superior of Korea
Following a recent consultation of the brothers of the District of Korea, Brother John Vianney Kim has been reappointed for a second term as District Superior. This takes effect this month (December). Congratulations John Vianney.

Appointment of Joaquim Clotet as Rector

The Archbishop of Porto Alegre, Dadeus Grings, has appointed Brother Joaquim Clotet to the position of Rector of the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sol, Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

Brother Joaquim is a Doctor of Philosophy from the University of Barcelona, where he lectured for nine years. He is a member of various National and International Commissions on Ethics and Bioethics and he has held the position of Vice-Rector of this University for the last ten years. 

Appointment of Brother Seán Sammon by the Holy See
On the 22nd November, our Superior General was appointed by Pope John Paul II as a member of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life, through a letter from Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Secretary of State. The decree of nomination contained the following words: 
Summus Pontifex

IOANNES PAULUS II

Membris Congregationis pro Institutis vitae consacratae et Societatibus vitae apostolicae ad quinquennium ascripsit Reverendum Fratrem

IOANNEM DOMINICUM SAMMON, fms

Id in notitiam ipsius Reverendi Fratris Sammon perfertur, ut ea de re opportune certior fiat ad eiusdemque normam se gerat.

Ex Aedibus Vaticanis, die XXII mensis Novembris anno MMIV.

Cardinal Sodano

Secretrarius Status
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Internet
09.12.2004 – Spain

A deeper understanding of father Champagnat
Marcellin - The Story Continues
[image: image1.wmf]In 2001, the former Province of Catalonia offered an activity that had been introduced in its own colleges to the other Marist Spanish Provinces. It was called “Marcellin – The Story Continues”. It aimed to help the teachers of these centres to come to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the personality, the story and the charism of Father Champagnat. This year has seen the introduction of this initiative in other parts of Spain in the Province of Mediterránea (Bética Zone), where the following objectives have been set: 

· To come to a deeper knowledge of the personality of Marcellin and his image today. 

· To share and celebrate with other teachers who feel called to be disciples of Marcellin Champagnat. 

· To arrange a meeting time for sharing and reflection. 

· To refresh our dream as Marist educators.

· To be faithful to Marcellin’s charism.

In the Province of Mediterránea (Bética Zone), the invitation to participate in this has been extended also to youth ministers and catechists. Up till now, 150 teachers have already participated in six sessions and some 60 catechists in three sessions. The contents of the programme have been reduced to a module of about fifteen hours. It is a valuable time for meeting, sharing and pondering… and all of this in a family atmosphere where people can laugh, eat and talk with each other. As well, we have tried to ensure that the methodology be dynamic, in groups, creative, active, participatory and respectful of the ambiance of silence. Some time soon, we will commence a second module with voluntary attendance. 

All the sessions are held at Castilleja de la Cuesta (Seville, Spain), throughout the school year: Thursdays and Fridays for teachers, and Saturdays and Sundays for youth ministers and catechists. On average, each group consists of about thirty people.

The development of this activity has been entrusted to a team of brothers, experts in the life and charism of Marcellin, and laypeople, enthused about and familiar with all things Marist. The evaluation of the participants at the end of each module has been, in general, positive and satisfactory. 

This same experience started during the previous school year in other parts of the Province of Mediterránea (Levante Zone), where youth ministers, catechists and scouts will start to participate this year.
10.12.2004 - France

In the footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat
Pilgrimage on the mountain...
Braving the icy wind and the autumn greyness, about fifty Marist Brothers, having met at the Hermitage the night before, dragged themselves up to La Valla-en-Gier during the afternoon of Saturday the 13th November 2004.

It was a simple pilgrimage to the sources:

· first to the foundation house of 1817 when Father Champagnat brought his first two disciples together,

· then to the chapel at Leytra where the Founder went to implore Marie, Our Lady of Pity, his “Ordinary Resource”, when the novitiate was empty...

The visit to these places, the rediscovery of the historical display of M. Crépin and particularly the fervent prayer in the first Community room brought back memories, warmed the heart and gave confidence to each one present. A song of thanksgiving sprang forth naturally to celebrate the marvels worked in the past two centuries by the Holy Spirit and Mary in the Church and the Institute of the Little Brothers of Mary. 

[image: image2.png]The meditation became more intense in the refectory of the village school (the former juniorate of Our Lady of Victories). After a brief but vivant memory of the crisis of 1823, shared by Brother Alain Delorme, each person wrote on a white cardboard plate his prayer intentions or the names of young people he was going to accompany during this vocation year. 

Names and faces of older brothers who had accompanied us from our family, our village, parish or school to the houses of formation were recalled: an occasion to give praise once more to the Lord and thanks to our Good Mother. 

Finally, a silent walk in the cold morning brought is to Notre-Dame de Leytra where the renovated walls provided us with pleasant conditions to pray and share our intentions. In front of the local image of the Pieta placed on the altar, we sang and offered our prayers of thanks and intercession after listening to the reading of the Gospel. Our plates with various requests were carried in procession and placed on the altar in a symbolic offering. 

Some completed this act of faith, piety and hope by going on to the Maisonnettes, the hamlet where Brother François was born.

13.12.2004 - Germany

Heading towards the World Youth Day
World Youth Cross at Maristenkolleg, Mindelheim
In 1984 Pope John Paul II handed over to the youth of the world a simple wooden cross, some three metres high. Since then it has journeyed all over the world, along with an icon of Mary.

It has stopped at slums and prisons, day schools and boarding schools, parishes and dioceses, indeed wherever it found a welcome. Throughout this year it has wandered all over the lands of Germany, in preparation for the World Youth Day in Köln, 2005.
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"On Palm Sunday 2003, the Pope handed over the World Youth Cross in Rome to the young people of Germany, with the words: "Young brothers and sisters, I ask you: look at this Cross, come close to it, so that you can recognise with what wonderful love our Lord has loved us, and has left to you with joy his work of the renewal of hearts."
On the 22nd November, this cross stopped at Mindelheim. Early in the morning it was welcomed by the boarders of the "Maristenkolleg"; then carried in procession to the Lourdes grotto and then to the Champagnatplatz, within the Marist grounds, and then to the school chapel. There it was erected in front of the altar, as a sign of Life.

The message of the Cross for us as Christians was portrayed in a power-point presentation, accompanied by meditative songs from the school choir, "Horizonte". The theme of the morning service was John 10,10: "I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full."

The pupils placed little candles, lit from the Paschal candle, into a bed of sand, at the foot of the cross. As a souvenir of the meeting, each pupil was given a small wooden cross and a copy of the above text as they left the church. In the course of the morning, other classes from the "Maristenkolleg" attended this moving ceremony. The stillness in the church indicated that both staff and pupils had absorbed the message. The "Marist Youth Fire Brigade" of the boarding school then processed with the cross to the girls' Realschule, run be the Mary Ward Sisters, and then to the Jesuit church, where it was handed over to the Catholic schools of the town of Kaufbeuren.

From the 15th to the 21st August 2005, this cross will be the centrepiece of the World Youth Day in Köln.

Some of our Marist pupils are looking forward to seeing it again, along with hundreds of thousands of Catholic youth from across the world!

15.12.2004 - Vatican

On the way to beatification
Theologians study the Positio of Brother Laurentino and of his 45 companions

The Vatican Commission of Theologians has officially started the study of the Positio of forty-four brothers who, with Brothers Laurentino and Virgilio, were martyred in the early hours of the 8th October 1936. 
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If we look at the ages of the brothers, we find that the youngest brother was aged 19, while the oldest brother was aged 62. Between these ages there were sixteen brothers in their twenties, eleven brothers in their thirties, eleven brothers in their forties and six brothers in their fifties. This was a young group that was martyred. 
We have a group who knew for five years they were heading for the final trial of martyrdom. 

Some were true intellectuals, others expert teachers who were close to young people, others in their leadership roles were able to marry the art of organisation with paternal care and those employed in manual work were capable of rendering great service to others that was always done willingly and joyfully. There were poets, and others with the kindest of hearts, like the brother who was responsible for welcoming the poor and always made sure that he added a glass of wine with the meal that he offered them. 

All did not have the makings of a saint: one brother was too melancholic, another too authoritarian, one young brother had found a fiancée but had said yes to his Provincial for going on to martyrdom. In their human frailty, their choice was for Christ. All were wholeheartedly devoted to the Mother of the Lord.

We, as a family, can be truly proud of these brothers. 

“You who tell God every day that you love him with all your heart, well, now is the time to show this. Yes, now while those who persevere in loving him are mocked, abandoned, defamed, deprived of their legitimate rights as citizens, insulted and made the target of a satanic persecution.”

“A Marist Brother must have no politics other than Christ!” (Br. Laurentino).
16.12.2004 - General House

Marist Mission - First International Assembly
Brothers and Laypeople participating on equal terms
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The first meeting of the Preparatory Commission of the future International Marist Mission Assembly took place at the General House from the 1st to the 6th December. The members of this Commission are: Erica Pegorer (Province of Melbourne), Dilma Alves Rodriguez (Province of Brasil Centro-Norte), Chema Pérez Soba (Province of Ibérica), Alphonse Balombe fms (Province of Afrique Centre-Est / East Central Africa), John Y Tan fms (Province of the Philippines) and Brothers Pedro Herreros and Emili Turú, Presidents of the Laity Commission and the Mission Commission respectively, as well as Brothers Michael Flanigan and Juan Miguel Anaya, Secretaries of these Commissions. 

Throughout these intense days of work and sharing, during which all joined the General Council for prayer, the plan for the preparation and development of the Assembly was organised. This plan will be presented to the General Council during its Plenary Session in January 2005. 

The Assembly wants to be a part of the animation process that is being developed in the Provinces, as well as supporting the work of harmonisation and unification that is taking place in many Provinces that have recently experienced restructuring. The International Assembly, which will take place in September 2007, will be preceded by a local phase at the Province level (throughout 2006), open to the participation of brothers and laypeople who are involved in Marist Mission and who identify with the Marist charism.

The International Assembly constitutes a new stage in the life of the Marist Institute, which offers brothers and laypeople the opportunity to reflect together, on equal terms, concerning the mission of the Institute at the present time and in the future, as well as on their own identity. 

The process designed to prepare and realise this Assembly will provide the opportunity to ponder our own life of service in the Marist mission and the convictions that nurture this, as a dedicated vocation. This will encourage a re-reading of the text “In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat: A Vision for Marist Education Today” and a deepening of the understanding of the calls of the 20th General Chapter.

Finally, the suggestions and the recommendations that come from the International Assembly will be able to be studied by the participants of the 21st General Chapter (2009), if they decide to do so, and contribute to the process of outlining future directions for the Marist world.

The definitive plan of the Assembly and its distinct phases will be listed by September 2005, so that they can be presented during the General Conference.

17.12.2004 - New Zealand

A new stage of a long journey
Provincial Chapter of the Province of New Zealand
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The Chapter of the Province of New Zealand began during the evening of the 14th December in Auckland, at Sacred Heart College, the largest Marist College in the country. There were twenty-six delegates representing the brothers of the two regions of the Province: Aotearoa - New Zealand (the country of New Zealand) and the Pacific Island Region (including Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Kiribati). Seven lay Marists also participated, as well as some observers who included Brother Paul Gilchrist, Provincial of the Province of Melbourne, Brother Darren Burge from the Province of Sydney and Brother Maurice Berquet, General Councillor.

Wednesday 15th December was devoted to the presentation of the reports of Brother Barry Burns, the out-going Provincial, and of Brother Alan Henley, the Provincial Econome. It was an occasion to hear a conference given by Sister Catherine Jones, SMSM, on the challenges of mission today. At the end of the day, the official handing-over of office from Brother Barry Burns to Brother Carl Tapp, the new Provincial, took place. This was conducted through a ceremony that was very rich in symbols taken from the cultures of the Pacific region. The ceremony was followed by a celebratory meal during which Brother Henry Spinks, on behalf of all the brothers, warmly thanked Barry for the service that he had given to the Province. The work of the Chapter will continue until 18th December.
19.12.2004 – Italy

FAO Report 2004 - World hunger is increasing
852 million people are undernourished - 5 million children die each year
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t was 1996; the terrorism and the theory of the “preventative war” were in gestation but had not already been transformed into a daily reality. About ten of the world’s Heads of State and of Governments launched a challenge: halve the number of those who suffer from hunger by 2015.

Nearly half of this timeline has passed by and the FAO Report of 2004 on the “state of the lack of food in the world” shows us that the situation is worse. Let’s read the data provided by the FAO:

· 852 million people are undernourished;

· 20 million babies are born underweight with the risk of dying during infancy or surviving with physical or cognitive disabilities;

· 5 million children die of hunger each year: one every 6 seconds;

· war conflicts increase the number of people living in extreme poverty by 30%;

· with low cost fast food, the poor pass from being undernourished to obesity and small-scale economy tied to individual commerce and family farming is damaged. 

For the first time, the FAO has stopped calculating the astonishing cost of malnutrition, not only in terms of human life, but also in lost economy. “For the developing countries the liabilities can be calculated in millions of dollars in terms of lost productivity and national income. Hartwig de Haen, Vice-Director General, also added, “without these direct costs that society must bear due to the damage caused by hunger, there would be more funds to fight against social problems.”

In this report, a ray of light seems to be coming from thirty-one countries that are respecting the stages for attaining the objective of reducing by half the number of people suffering from hunger. Nearly half of the population of the developing world lives in these countries. Throughout the nineties, the number of people suffering from hunger in these countries diminished by 25% and this result is a good basis for reaching the objective of 50% in 2015.

21.12.2004 - Spain

A new CD by Kairoi
Against the tide

Kairoi is celebrating twenty-five years since its creation. Kairoi (e-mail), a Greek word that means special times of celebration as opposed to ordinary times, is a musical group that was born after the Council in order to combine musical renewal with Christian renewal. At the start, its members were young Marist Brothers from Catalonia. Young people listen to their songs, in their different styles, during their free time, Religion classes, prayer time etc. Their music is also a resource for Christian communities and for their liturgical celebrations with songs such as Jesus is the Lord, Mary: God’s music, Close to God, etc. Throughout the years, the composers and the performers of Kairoi have included both female and male artists. The group is known by the quality and appeal of the music, which is more readily recognised than the faces of the artists. Today, more than 300 of their songs are on the airwaves.
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On Saturday, 27th November, they presented their new CD Against the tide by performing a concert at Barcelona. This CD was born from the experience of the members of Kairoi after their tour in Central America in 1999: Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras, etc. The witness of Christians, the values of the leaders of the Church such as Óscar Romero and his prophetic might, the harsh reality of the shanty towns of Guatemala, all of this had a strong effect on them. God is everywhere, but sometimes you need to leave your own country, as did Abraham, to go to the country where God is calling you to discover new intuitions or to hear new calls. The songs on this CD announce and denounce: two attitudes of anyone who wants to live in love, following Jesus of Nazareth. As they sing in one of their songs, they are fighting for a Church of the excluded, and not for a Church that excludes. The literary and musical contents of this CD express their concerns and their denunciations, but also their hopes and their faith in this God of Jesus Christ who dirtied his hands to save the world, as he had done in creating woman and man from clay. Their message states again that there is no alternative to commitment. The music, the words and the concerts are only one way of self-commitment. Against the tide emphasises one of the characteristics of the life and preaching of Jesus and his disciples: money, power, prestige… have their own dynamics and tend to impose themselves in hearts and in the world. To wager on the Gospel of Jesus, is to live against the tide. However, the first struggle does not consist in building barricades, but in purifying hearts. This task, if it is authentic, will be realised through a commitment to social justice with a preference for the poorest of the poor.
22.12.2004 - Switzer-land

Meeting at Geneva
Continental Mission Team for Europe
[image: image9.jpg]


The second meeting of the Continental Mission Team for Europe took place at Geneva (Switzer-land) on the 14th and 15th December. This team includes, at the moment, one representative from each of the Provinces of Compostela, Ibérica, L’Hermitage and Mediterránea as well as Brothers Emili Turú and Juan Miguel Anaya from the General Administration. 
The major part of the 14th December was dedicated to gaining a better knowledge of the current situation of the Provinces formed by restructuring, characterised by their internationality and com-plexity. The sharing was very rich and enlightening. Each of the Province representatives presented the main objectives of their own Province for the triennium, the objectives that are seen as priorities in the area of Mission and the structure adopted by the Province for this area. Given the responsibil-ity of the representatives in the co-ordination of this area in their Province, an appraisal was made of the way this is functioning in each Province, listing the principal successes and difficulties met up until now.

On the other hand, there was a great deal of discussion, as was agreed at the previous meeting, on how to offer support to the social works of the Provinces, according to the conclusions of the Col-loquium of L’Hermitage in December 2003. It seemed more opportune to help to setup a solidarity network for Marist Europe. With this in mind, a process was designed for 2005 that will conclude in November with a meeting of representatives of these works and activities. 

The 14th December finished with some information on the Strategic Plan of BIS, presented by Brother Dominick Pujia, on the Meeting of Marist Institutions of Tertiary Education, on other Con-tinental Teams, on the International Marist Mission Assembly, etc. 

The morning of the 15th December (the time when we took the photo) was dedicated to a meeting with the leadership team of Franciscans International, with whom the Institute has signed an agreement, such that will allow us to collaborate in the defence of the rights of children and young people before the United Nations from next January. The meeting was informed of the history of Franciscans International, the organisation of the work and the philosophy of the organisation. The Continental Team expressed its full support for this initiative of collaboration. Given the geographic proximity, it was thought that the Provinces of Europe will be greatly enriched by this new re-source, easy to access, that will be able to help in this area of Marist mission.
25.12.2004 - Rome, Italy 
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Seán Sammon, FMS
Remarks about Christmas 2004
What a surprise that first Christmas must have been! Jesus Christ, the long awaited Messiah, Savior, and source of deliverance for the Jewish people, slipped into our world almost unnoticed. It never dawned on Mary and Joseph to call the press of their day; no committee of VIPs gather to greet him; there were no bands, nor fanfare such as a special commemorative stamp printed in his honor. His parents simply did what anyone on a journey does when faced with an event as momentous as the birth of a child: they made due with what was at hand. And so, some local shepherds, a few farm animals, and the darkness that is so much a part of night in any stable welcomed the Son of God into a troubled world. 

And thus the story began to unfold. We know its details well. Jesus was reared in an occupied country; his parents were refugees for a time. As a boy he must have lived much the same life as other young people of his day. But there were moments in his journey that would have made anyone wonder. For example, all this strange talk of being about his Father’s business? Wasn’t his father Joseph, the carpenter? Stop for a moment, too, and recall his reaction to his mother’s request that he help their hosts during the wedding at Cana. His words were a bit sharp to say the least: “Woman, what is that to you or to me?”
27.12.2004 – Brazil

Spirituality and ethics: a challenge for the mission
Marist formation through distance education

On the 19th and 20th November, the Second Congress of Teleformaristas was organised by the Catholic University of Porto Alegre. Two hundred and ninety educators who work in the Marist schools and apostolic works in Brazil took part in this Congress. Its theme was Spirituality and Ethics: A Challenge in the Mission of Marist Education. 

Teleformaristas is a course in Marist formation through distance education, designed for brothers and laypeople who work in Marist colleges or other apostolic works, parents of students, Marist formators, members of Marist fraternities, students and former students. 
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Its aim is to offer an opportunity to come to a deeper knowledge and understanding of Marist Apostolic Spirituality through study and through encountering yourself, others, God and the world in such a way that provokes a commitment to and an involvement in the Marist educational proposal. 

To realise this aim, use is made of the technology made available by the University. This has allowed a large number of people to be involved throughout all of Brazil in a shorter time than usual. At the beginning there were fifty-three groups and following this virtual posts were created so that those who wished could participate in teleconferences that were transmitted every Wednesday from 4.00pm until 8.00pm.

The Second Congress of Teleformaristas was organised to give those who had been involved in this activity the chance to meet each other. With this initiative that was no longer virtual, it was possible to get to know each other and share on the theme of spirituality and ethics that had constituted a valid synthesis of all the themes treated in the previous course.

The meeting was also a chance to experience and celebrate together the typical values of the Marist family. The celebration of a “Missa Crioula” could not be missed at the conclusion, in which besides the language of the gauchos, their hymns and typical dress were highlighted.
29.12.2004 - Sri Lanka, India and Malaysia
Missionaries in the mire together with the people
"We have been hit hard, but there is not time to cry"
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Confusion, consternation and suffering. But for the Church in the areas destroyed by the tsunami and for the missionaries who work there, this is also a time of solidarity and mobilisation in helping the people most affected by this tragic event. This is also a reality for the survivors now facing the threat of epidemics – typhoid, diarrhoea and hepatitis - that tend to develop in situations of this kind. Many of these people are also coping with their grief for their loved ones who have died and the need to bury them quickly but with respect. 

The damage to church structures is generally limited, but in some dioceses the Christian community has been hard hit. And in this predicament the local bishops, together with missionaries and religious, are often the points of reference for the organisation of aid and support for those who are left without a house or worse, without a family.

The General Council has been in contact with our brothers in Sri Lanka, India and Malaysia, who have informed us that they and their families are safe. We feel in communion with their people, especially with so many who have lost their families or belongings in this tragedy.
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