                                       Valencia HIGH SCHOOL
Teacher:  Mrs. Lin (林 老師 )        Room: 203
COURSE INFORMATION                                                               Class Time:  Period 1
Course Title:  AP Chinese Language and Culture / Chinese IB SL 
Course Description
AP Chinese/Chinese IB SL course reinforces and refines the skills learned during previous years of Chinese study and uses the new input in the textbook and supplementary materials to further develop students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. The course is conducted in almost exclusively Mandarin Chinese and the students are required to speak in Chinese as much as possible. The AP/IB SL course is designed to provide high school students with the opportunity to study Chinese language thoroughly enough to perform successfully on AP Test/ IB SL Exam, enabling them to earn college credit.
Textbooks:

        * Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 and Part 2, Textbooks, 
           by Tao-chung, Yao & Yue-hua Liu; Cheng & Tsui Company, Boston 
        * Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 and Part 2, Workbooks 
Supplements:

         * Barron's AP Chinese Language and Culture: with Audio CDs, by Yan Shen
* Strive for a 5, by Weiman Xu, Han Qu, Sara Gu, So Mui Chang & Lisha Kang; 
            Cheng & Tsui Company, Boston
         * AP and IB Chinese Writing Practice, by Livia Cheng
         * DVDs, Video clips, Internet
Supplies Needed:

   * One 3-ring binder

   * One blue pen, one red pen, and pencils (Written homework must be done in pencil.)
   * Textbook, workbook, notebook, and current lecture notes/handouts given by the teacher
         * 3x5 index cards (several packs)
Grading:

                        Class participation                10%

                        Homework/class work          30%

                        Tests/Quizzes                        50%

                        Final exam/project                10% 

Objectives: Upon the completion of the course, students will
· have grasped all the basic structures of Chinese grammar and have the ability to expand their knowledge through reading and listening activities

· have expanded and have the ability to increase their Chinese vocabulary through reading and listening activities

· have improved their reading comprehension ability by reading from articles and authentic reading materials, such as advertisements, signs, newspaper, internet material, movie subtitle, etc.
· have further developed their Chinese handwriting skills through daily assignments and class work.

· have improved writing skills by demonstrating an ability to write on selected topics of general interest and in response to reading selections

· have improved listening comprehension skills through daily instruction and discussion in Chinese through the use of audios, videos, websites, etc.

· have improved speaking ability through daily discussions and other speaking activities, such as debates, skits, interpersonal Q-A activities, etc.

· have improved problem-solving skills and social skills through pairs and group activities

· have expanded their knowledge and understanding of Chinese culture through reading, discussion, activities, music, art, computer programs, movies, etc

Instructional Strategies
· In addition to lectures, a range of instructional strategies are employed. Multimedia such as PowerPoint, video clips, audio clips, etc. is used to meet the diverse needs of the learners.  Within each topic, tasks are designed for all students to use all three modes of communication. Students are assigned in groups of various sizes and different levels of proficiency. A positive and dynamic environment is created to encourage students to participate. 

Assessment 
Formative – used daily to adjust the instruction and pace.


It is essential that students prepare well before coming to class, as you are expected to ask and respond to questions and take part in class activities incorporating new grammatical patterns and expressions. You will be graded for class performance that includes preparation for class, and class participation. In addition to class participation, homework assignments will be assigned regularly and students are expected to finish them in a timely manner. 

Summative – at the end of each unit, two units, and the end of the semester/ year

Individual – interpersonal speaking tasks, oral presentation, vocabulary quizzes, in-class and take home writing assignments, chapter tests, simulated AP/ IB SL tests, final exams.

Group  –     projects, performance-based presentation, film-making

Guidelines and rubrics are given to students when writing assignments, projects, and presentations are assigned. The guidelines include scenario, due time, explanation of the task, requirements, model and the accountability. 
Make-up Work

When you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what assignments were given while you were out and to turn them in on the day or the day after you come back. Make-up quizzes and tests are given on the day you come back and it is the student’s responsibility to check the schedule with Mrs. Lin for make-up tests or quizzes. If absent on the day that a project or oral assignment is due, the student is expected to present it immediately upon return.

Classroom Rules and Decorum

· Come to class on time, school tardy policy will be enforced.

· Stay on task and be attentive during class time.

· No cell phones, I-pods, Mp3 players, or other electric devices allowed.

· No eating or drinking, except water from a water bottle.

· Respect the teachers and other students.
· “己所不欲，勿施於人” (Jǐ suǒ bú yù,wù shī yú rén )  
-What you do not wish upon yourself, extend not to others.
The rules and guidelines of Valencia High School student handbook (academic honesty, truants, tardy policy, dress code, etc.) will be applied to each student and will be followed in the classroom. 

** This syllabus is for your reference throughout the school year. Please keep this syllabus in the front of your Chinese class binder   

If you have any questions or concerns, please either send an email to alin@pylusd.org or leave a message for me at (714)996-4970 ext 10203   I will get back to you as soon as I can. Please cut out the bottom portion and have your child return it with the required information and signatures by Thursday August 30.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SECTION 
I have read the pages above and discussed all aspects with my child.

________________________   
 _________________________       ___________________

STUDENT NAME


STUDENT SIGNATURE

   DATE

________________________    
  __________________________     __________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME        
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE
    DATE
__________________________           ________________________________   ____________________

HOME ADDRESS                                  E-MAIL ADDRESS                  
             PHONE NUMBER            
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