                                 Internet Acceptable Use Policy 

                           Magheralough Primary School.

Please find accompanying leaflets offering guidance on the safe use of the Internet for young people and a safety guide for parents.

Staff and pupils at Magheralough Primary School have access to the Internet through the NINE [Northern Ireland Network for Education Server] server which is a filtered service. This offers a protected environment for the users but no system is fool proof and  therefore we feel it is appropriate to develop a set of guidelines which set out the parameters of acceptable use.

These guidelines, which govern usage of the Internet in school, supervision in school, rules to follow and sanctions, are there to promote a safe environment for children to work within and to foster respect for others and are available for inspection on request from the principal.

Advice to Parents:

The staff and Governors of Magheralough Primary School are aware of the increasing usage of home PCs and the potential for access to Internet  resources outside of school.

We would therefore offer the following general guidance so that the home use of the Internet can be educationally beneficial and make a useful contribution to home and schoolwork.

· You should discuss with your child the rules for using the Internet and decide together when, how long and what comprises appropriate use.

· You should get to know the sites your child visits and talk to them about what they are learning.

· You should ensure that you give your agreement before your child gives out any personal identifying information on the Internet, such as a picture, an address, phone number, school name, or financial information such as credit card and bank details, in any electronic communication. In this way you can protect your child from unwanted 

          or unacceptable overtures from strangers from unplanned        

          expenditure or fraud.

· You should encourage your child not to respond to any unwelcome, unpleasant or abusive messages and to tell  you if they receive any such messages or images. If the message comes from an Internet service connection provided by the school or by NINE Connect, they should immediately inform the school.

Parent or Guardian Agreement:

As the parent or guardian of _____________________ I have read the enclosed information I realise that he/she will be able to access worldwide telecommunications networks throughout the world using the Internet. I understand that this access is designed and intended for educational purposes only and that he/she will receive instruction in the appropriate use of this resource.

I realise that the Internet contains material that is inappropriate for school purposes and support Magheralough Primary School in that, pupils are responsible for not accessing such material. I acknowledge that unacceptable use of the Internet may result in the suspension or withdrawal of privileges and will not hold Magheralough Primary School accountable for unsuitable materials acquired by him/her through Internet usage at school.

I hereby give permission for my child to have access to the Internet under the terms set out in the above agreement.

Parent’s Name: _________________

Signature: ____________________

Students Name: _______________

Student Consent Form:

I am aware of the rules regarding the use of the Internet in school. I understand that breaking the rules may result in sanctions including a permanent withdrawal of my rights to make use of the Internet facilities provided by the school.

Student Name: ____________Date: ______________

Parent or Guardian: ____________ Date: _____________

                          Internet Acceptable Use Policy

                                              For 

                        Magheralough Primary School.
Introduction:

Access to the Internet and electronic communication is available at Magheralough Primary School through the Northern Ireland Network for Education server {NINE}. We believe this offers an excellent opportunity for both pupils and staff to have access to a wide variety of resources and information. This facility has the potential to enhance the quality of  educational experience provided and opens up the concepts of sharing ideas, resources at a local, national and international level. In providing  this service it is our intention at Magheralough Primary to maximise the educational potential of this facility whilst creating an environment which encourages a sensible and responsible attitude to the technology.

The Internet:

The Internet is a collection of electronically connected computers from across the world. Whilst the basis of this network lay with Government Agencies and Universities the increased use of the individual computer has meant that millions of individuals/families have boosted access to this resource.
Access to the Internet is gained through standard telephone lines or ISDN lines. The majority of the public will gain access through a company/server and may pay a fee or, as is increasingly the case, this service is free, The main cost is your telephone charges which are usually at local rate.

We believe that the proper use of this resource is consistent with our aims in:

· Developing our children to their ‘full potential’

· Equipping them for ‘life in our society’

· Providing them with necessary ‘life skills’

· Permitting access to a range of materials which are consistent with our educational ethos.

However due to the unrestricted access to the Internet by a variety of groups or individuals there are materials which are unsuitable for school’s viewing and may be racist, extremist, political, violent or pornographic in nature. Staff and pupils have access to the Internet through  the NINE server which is a filtered service. This offers a protected environment for the users but no system is foolproof and therefore  we feel it is appropriate to develop a set of guidelines which set out the parameters of acceptable use. As a staff and Governors of Magheralough Primary school we have therefore felt it necessary to draw up an ‘Acceptable Use of the Internet Policy’ and accompanying contracts for parent/guardians.

 Terms and Conditions:

Staff and pupils will have access to the following through the NINE filtered service:

· World Wide Web sites

· Electronic mail communications

· Discussion groups

In accessing the above users must adhere to the guidelines that have been set out by Magheralough Primary School and are encouraged to apply them at all times. The guidelines are established for the efficient use of the resource, to provide an ethical framework for usage and to be conscious of the wider legal framework which governs society. Should a user violate the terms of usage then they will be referred to the school authorities for disciplinary action, which may result in a suspension of access. Any violations of UK law will be referred to the appropriate authorities. Your signature at the end  of this document will signify that you have read the document, are in agreement with the terms and conditions set out in it and agree to be bound by it. As a parent it is important that you not only read this document fully but  also endeavour to explain it’s  significance to your child and that they abide by the rules when making use of the technology in school.

Usage:

Use of the Internet facilities are restricted to the staff and pupils of Magheralough Primary School unless express permission is given by the Governors/Principal for another person/group to have access to the system.  

All users will be given a login ID and should only use their own login ID when accessing the system. Any use of the system should be for educational purposes and consistent with the overall aims of the school.

Online activities which are encouraged include, for example:

· The use of email and computer conferencing between colleagues, between pupil[s] and teacher[s], between pupil[s] and pupil[s] between schools and industry.

· Use of the Internet to investigate and research school subjects, cross-curricular themes or topics related to social and personal development.

In accessing online services such as the World Wide Web, Email, etc users should not knowingly transmit or access material which may violate school or legal regulation including but not limited to: copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, material protected by trade secrets acts. On occasions staff/pupils may find that they have unwittingly accessed material which may be unsuitable and they should report this to the ICT Coordinator immediately.

Staff are encouraged to use NINE Connect resources in their teaching and learning activities, to conduct research, and for contact with others in the educational world. Electronic information –handling skills are now fundamental to the preparation of citizens and future employees in the Information Age. Staff are encouraged to investigate the possibilities provided by access to this electronic information and communication resources, and blend its use, as appropriate, within the curriculum. They should model appropriate and effective use, and provide guidance and instruction to pupils in the acceptable use of the Internet.

Supervision:

Internet access will be located in an open environment and in highly-used areas of the school. This means that machines will be in full view of people circulating in those areas.

Children will not have unsupervised access to the Internet and a teacher/adult will be available in a guidance capacity. Staff will determine the appropriate use of the technology and endeavour to create a secure environment for the children to work within. As such staff may prohibit or terminate use of the Internet if required and reserve the right to monitor all files, emails or other online communication to determine if the facility is being used in accordance with the guidelines.

Internet access is a privilege and not a right therefore that privilege may be withdrawn if necessary.

Rules:

The following rules are to promote a healthy learning environment, to promote a safe environment for children to work within and to foster respect for others.

I will  only access the system using my own login and password which I will keep secret:

I will respect the privacy of others and will not access their files:

I will only use the computers for school related work:

I will only email people I know, or my teacher has approved:

I will not send any messages or images which may be regarded as offensive to others:

I will not reveal my personal address/phone number or those of other friends:

I will not intentionally break any laws [ copyright,, obscenity, security]:

I will use my time with the computer constructively and for educational purposes only:

I will not wilfully damage the computer or computer network:

I will report to  my teacher any breach of the rules [ these will be treated confidentially ]:

Sanctions:

1. Violations of the above rules will result in a temporary or permanent ban on Internet use.

2. additional disciplinary action may be taken in accordance with    Magheralough Primary School Discipline Policy regarding inappropriate language or behaviour.

3. If applicable, police or local authorities may be involved.

Parents will be informed if their child has breached the rules.

Advice to Parents:

The staff and Governors of Magheralough Primary School are aware of the increasing usage of home PCs and the potential for access to Internet resources outside of school.

We would therefore offer the following general guidance so that the home use of the Internet can be educationally beneficial and make a useful contribution to home and schoolwork.


You should discuss with your child  the rules for using the Internet and decide together when, how long and what comprises appropriate use.

You should get to know the sites your child visits and talk to them about what they are learning.

You should ensure that you give your agreement before your child gives out any personal identifying information on the Internet, such as a picture, an address, phone number, school name, or financial information such as credit card and bank details, on any electronic communication. In this way you can protect you child from unwanted or  unacceptable overtures from strangers, from unplanned expenditure or fraud.

You should encourage your child not to respond to any unwelcome, unpleasant or abusive messages and to tell you if they receive any such messages or images .If the message comes from an Internet service connection provided by the school or  NINE Connect they should immediately inform the school. 

Parent or Guardian:

As the parent or guardian of                                     I have read the Internet Use Agreement. I realise that he/she will be able to access worldwide telecommunications networks throughout the world using the Internet. I understand that this access is designed and intended for educational purposes only and that he/she will receive instruction in the appropriate use of this resource.

I realise that the Internet contains material that is inappropriate for school purposes and support Magheralough Primary School in that, pupils are responsible for not accessing such material. I acknowledge that unacceptable use of the Internet may result in the suspension or withdrawal of privileges and will  hold Magheralough school accountable  for unsuitable materials acquired by him/her through Internet usage at school.

I hereby give permission for my child to have access to the Internet under the terms set out in the above agreement.

Parent’s name:        _____________________

Signature:              _____________________
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