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2017

Pupils of the Month
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 Year 8   
1st 
Matthew Irwin 

2nd    
Nicole Hetherington

3rd 
Lucy Jobb

               Andrew Walker 

Year 9  

1st 
Chesney Grimes

2nd    
Tom Doherty

2nd           Bethany Managh

Year 10 

1st 
Nicola Moore

2nd 
Isabel McDowell

3rd           Isabella Shaw


Rebecca Stewart

Year 11 

1st          Sarah Pinkerton
2nd         Robert Crozier
3rd         Joel Charters
House Totals for May
Auchinleck 
6782
Crevenagh 
6758
Strule 
              5555
The winning house will be announced on Sports Day, 
Friday 23 June 2017.
The winning house will attend a trip to Brunswick Movie Bowl on Monday 26 June 2017.
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We are delighted to announce that Omagh High School’s Alice in Wonderland will be performed in the Strule Arts Centre on Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 October 2017.  
We invite you to join Alice on her enchanting adventure as she tumbles down the mysterious rabbit hole to Wonderland.  In this timeless tale nothing is quite as it seems.  You’ll be invited to a Mad Hatter tea party, offered advice from a caterpillar and meet a host of equally entertaining and eccentric characters, whose colourful costumes and creativity will entertain you from start to finish.  
Follow the White Rabbit and open your imagination to the captivating story, music and colourful staging of Alice in Wonderland.  
Auditions
Auditions took place on Friday 9 June 2017 and the standard during these auditions was exceptional.  We look forward to a fun-filled, energetic rehearsal process over the coming months.

Rehearsals

Rehearsals will be on-going from now until October.  Please keep an eye on the cover noticeboard for details.  
Please ensure all pupils involved in the show see Mrs Cresswell to organise costumes before the end of term.  
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Queen’s Junior Academy
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.
Congratulations to Kirsty Clarke, Harvey Walker, David Lukacs and Chesney Grimes who have been accepted to the QUB Year 9 Junior Academy Programme.  

. 

The Welcome Day took place on Friday 12 May 2017 at Queen’s University, Belfast.
The Junior Academy is designed to introduce pupils to Higher Education and life at university.  The programme aims to develop decision making skills so that young people are equipped with the appropriate information to make informed educational and career choices.

Omagh High School pupils amazed on Battlefields Tour
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From Tuesday 16 May to Friday 19 May 2017, Nathan Preston and Orrin Bell, both Year 10 pupils from Omagh High School, accompanied by Head of History, Mr M Duffy experienced a truly remarkable trip to the First World War Battlefields funded by the Education Authority. The group flew out of Belfast International Airport to London Gatwick before taking the channel tunnel over to Northern France. Vimy Ridge, a Canadian Memorial and trenches was first up on the Educational visit and was followed by the nearby trip to Loughnagar Crater which is the largest crater made by man in anger and is now a unique memorial to all those who suffered in the Great War.
Day two of the trip allowed the pupils the experience to visit the Thiepval Memorial to the missing of the Somme. This is one of the most iconic war memorials in the world and is dedicated to the 72,246 missing British Empire servicemen who died in the Battles of the Somme between 1915 and 1918 with no known grave. The next stop on the itinerary for the pupils was a visit to the Ulster Tower, Northern Ireland’s National War Memorial and one of the first memorials erected on the Western Front commemorating the men of the 36th Division and all of those from Ulster who served in the First World War. 
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Following the Ulster Tower visit, the pupils were informed of a special invitation to attend the reburial of a member of the 5th Battalion Yorkshire Regiment, Private Henry Parker, who was killed in action on 26th September 1916, at Warlencourt British Cemetery. This was a unique experience and a once in a lifetime moment to witness the burial of a soldier who had fought and died in the Great War and one which the group was so honoured to be a part of.

On the final full day of the trip, pupils visited Ypres to attend a Last Post ceremony at Menin Gate which takes place 365 days a year at 8.00 pm and got the chance to visit the graves of John Condon, the youngest soldier to have lost his life in the First World War aged only 14 and of William McBride of the Royal Enniskillen Fusiliers who died on 22nd April 1916 of whom the song ‘Green Fields of France’ is written.
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Fancy a career in STEAM?
June is “STEAM month” at Omagh High School and we have been raising pupil awareness of opportunities in “STEAM” Careers; that is to say adding the ‘Arts’ into STEM (Science, Technology Engineering, Arts and Maths).  Teachers across the curriculum have been looking at opportunities in these areas and highlighting the careers available, with events, activities, visits and outside speakers.  Pupils across the year groups have had the chance to think about the job opportunities and skills required in this growing employment sector, which are reflected in the fact that there are a number of job fairs happening in our local community this month, offering permanent apprenticeships in the Engineering sector.
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‘STEAM’ presentation on pursuing a career in the Creative Industries.

Getting into Medicine
Last week Omagh High School welcomed a medical student from Queens University, Belfast, who came in to talk to a group of pupils who had expressed an interest in studying Medicine.  The student, in her first year at Queens, gave an overview of the application process, useful tips about building up experience for your personal statement, as well as what to expect when you get there.  
These pupils will also have the opportunity to visit Queens University in October, when they will get the opportunity to tour the facilities and meet lecturers and medical professionals.

Ulster-Scots Agency Launches New Ingenious Ulster Science Roadshow
A new science Roadshow for schools which encourages pupils to engage with science by learning about famous Ulster-Scots scientists and inventors has been launched by the Ulster-Scots Agency.
Through the Ingenious Ulster Science Roadshow pupils at 57 schools will have a fun and interactive opportunity to learn about science by participating in experiments which explain the science behind the inventions of famous Ulster-Scots like Harry Ferguson and John Dunlop; and the discoveries of William Thomson, Lord Kelvin, who was the greatest British scientist of the 19th Century.

Ulster-Scots Agency Chief Executive Ian Crozier said, “Ulster-Scots have made an enormous contribution to the development of the modern world through science and innovation.  This is something that we should all be proud of and it is important that children should learn about these great Ulster-Scots and be inspired by them.”
“This project is the Ulster-Scots Agency’s latest initiative to show how Ulster-Scots can play an important part in the delivery of the curriculum in a range of subjects and we look forward to working with colleagues in the education system to see how this and similar successful programmes can be rolled out across the country.”

Science 2 Life, also known as Scientific Sue, has been commissioned to deliver the programme.  Sue is dynamic and innovative in her approach to teaching as she endeavours to make STEM teaching simple, real and relevant to the modern world today.  Sue has a vast experience of teaching science world-wide to young and old.  Previously Sue was awarded the Guinness world record as teacher of the largest practical science class!

On Thursday 18 May it was the turn of Omagh High School to host the Ingenious Science Show.  The first session of the day involved 83 Year 8 pupils who enjoyed a variety of experiences from producing ice cream to learning how to make an ejector seat.  This was followed by a further show for two local primary schools – Omagh County Primary School and Gibson Primary School. Their Primary 6 pupils were equally enthralled by Scientific Sue and her amazing demonstrations.
Omagh High wish to thanks the Ulster Scots Agency and Sue for visiting the school and bringing an innovative and exciting show.  
Mrs Giles, Head of Science, said, “It was a wonderful opportunity to have hosted such an event which will certainly inspire the younger generation towards possible STEM careers.  We look forward to seeing what these pupils achieve in the future.”
Omagh High School has strong links with the Ulster Scots Agency as a number of our pupils currently benefit from Piping and Drumming tuition.
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Ben Dempsey from Omagh County Primary making Chilli Hot Chocolate
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Omagh High School pupil, Sophie O’Brien, with Scientific Sue, investigating the use of Milk of Magnesia to treat acid indigestion.
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Scientific Sue investigating the expansion of gases, ably assisted by Omagh High School pupil, Andrew Walker.

Feed Your Mind Trip – Loughery College
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On Thursday 15 June, 15 Year 11 pupils attended the “Feed your Mind” event at Loughry College.  The aim of the event was to provide our pupils with an interesting and informative look at the use of Science and emerging technologies in the Food Industry.  The programme consisted of several demonstrations, which illustrated how various scientific techniques, technologies and consumer issues have a major impact on the food we eat.  
The pupils were encouraged to take part, as the photographs below illustrate.  Mrs Giles, Head of Science, said, “This event was a great success and offered our pupils the opportunity to see the range of courses and state of the art facilities on offer at Loughry College, Cookstown, just one of the 3 CAFRE campuses, and to see their relevance in Northern Ireland’s expanding and successful Food Industry.”
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Fane Valley Trip
On Monday 12 June a group of GCSE Agriculture and Land Use pupils visited Fane Valley mill. This was an excellent opportunity for the pupils to see first-hand how a mill operates to make animal feed. Most of the students had never visited the mill before and where intrigued to find out all the different stages of processing meal. One of the pupils said that he “found this to be a very worthwhile experience as I now understand where my meal comes from and how it is made.” This tour was a very informative trip and the students will be able to use their new found knowledge next year when studying livestock farming. 

STEM Maths and Science Event

[image: image20.jpg]



On 20 June 2017 all of Year 11 took part in a STEM Event in association with the Army. Our first activity was Maths based which was led by George. We were given a scenario in which we had to calculate the price the recruits had to pay if they wanted to take part in Adventurous Training in the Netherlands. We had to begin by calculating the cheapest flight options and bus transfers. This was difficult to start off with but with some help from George and Liam we began to understand it. By the end of it each group had the price that each recruit had to pay which sadly, none of us got correct.
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Understanding Credit
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On Monday 12 June 2017 Year 11 pupils were visited by two representatives from Danske Bank. The first part of the presentation explained the difference between credit and debit which allowed pupils to see the advantages and disadvantages of both. Pupils were also informed that they were not allowed a credit card until the age of 18. 
The next section taught pupils about loans and interest rates, tips for managing money and also credit rating. Pupils were given a brief introduction on how money is used in everyday life such as using it to pay for food or electric. Groups then thought of different ways to pay for things and found out about different methods of payment, how to manage a budget and how to save up for something they would like to get in later life. Pupils also learned what APR (Annual Percentage Rate) stood for.
The final section gave groups scenarios to work through in relation to money management and encouraged pupils to learn about different types of borrowing, for example bank loan, loan shark and over draft.  The bank representatives highlighted a worthwhile point that if pupils worked hard and got a good job then they would hopefully be able to afford things and not have to borrow to do so.

At the end there was the opportunity to ask questions and complete the relevant documentation to apply for a bank account with Danske Bank.  The event was a great success during which pupils learned a lot about Financial Capabilities.

Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) videos
ICE have recently contacted the school to share some educational video materials.  If you are interested, or want to find out more about a career in civil engineering then check out these short films.   The links to these videos will also be on our school website:  

Work+ Apprenticeships  Female Civil Engineers in Northern Ireland  

Civil Engineering: We Couldn’t Live Without It  Search and Rescue: A Civil Engineer’s Journey 
 
Job Fairs showcase local Job Opportunities
Terex, will be holding a Job Fair at the Silverbirch Hotel on 20 June from 6.00-8.00 pm.  Whether you are a school leaver, student or looking for permanent employment, you can go along to the job fair to find out about the wide range of permanent roles on offer across many disciplines such as; welders, paintshop operatives, manufacturing operatives, buyers and quality engineers.
The job fair is also your opportunity to find out about Terex’s Gold and Higher Level Apprenticeships in Engineering.  Go along to find out more and visit their website www.terex.co.uk/careers  for an application form.
Telestack will also be holding an apprenticeship scheme information day at their Omagh site on Friday 23 June from 12.00 - 2.00 pm.   The event will consist of factory tours and the opportunity to talk to apprentices, management and experienced employees about the roles on offer.  South West College will also be in attendance.   There are apprenticeship opportunities for welders/fabricators, assembly line fitters, sprayshop trainees and the chance to enrol on the Gold Apprenticeship scheme.
If you are interested in attending then you should register by ringing  

(028)82255930 or email humanresources@telestack.com  you can find out more about what Telestack can offer by looking at their website at www.telestack.com
Faraday Challenge comes to Omagh High School
This week Omagh High School hosted the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) Faraday Challenge and along with 4 teams made up of Year 9 pupils, Omagh High School were also delighted to host 2 teams from Drumragh Integrated School.    

The Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET) runs a series of Faraday Challenge Days as part of the IET’s commitment to show young people the benefits of careers within Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).  

The IET Faraday Challenge Days are one-day STEM activities which are being delivered across the whole of the UK in 68 schools free of charge by the IET. This year, a number of sponsors including IET academic partners, the STFC (Science & Technology Facilities Council), Bosch, the UK Electronic Skills Foundation and the Jack Petchey Foundation have also funded an additional 66 events across the country. 

Pupils from the school were very excited as the IET Faraday Challenge Days give students the opportunity to research, design and make prototype solutions to genuinely tough engineering problems.  The event was set up and run by a team of IET STEM professionals, giving pupils an unbeatable opportunity to experience working as an engineer for a day.

We will have to wait to see if the winning team makes it onto the leader board and through to the National Finals with the top teams from across the UK.  If they are successful, they will win an all-expenses paid trip to compete for a cash prize of up to £1,000 for their school.

Mrs Paula Burns, Head of Careers said, “Omagh High School is passionate about giving our students new and exciting opportunities to engage in STEM subjects. A strong NI economy relies on great engineering output, and it is crucial to get the engineers of the future interested at an early age.”
Omagh High School would like to thank Keira and Phil from the IET for making the event such an inspiring experience for all the pupils taking part and to all the IET sponsors for making the event possible.
Education to Enterprise
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Our Year 10 Business Studies students enjoyed a great day out at the ‘Education to Enterprise’ event held in Omagh Enterprise Centre on Wednesday 24 May.  Pupils had the opportunity to develop a range of practical enterprise skills working collaboratively with other schools to develop a business model for the Strule Education Campus.  
The winning business model was a mobile food ordering app, ‘Food 4 Ü’.  This app would enable pupils in the Strule Campus to order food from different fast food outlets in Omagh with a loyalty reward points system.  This system would be easy to track directly through the app and could lead to big savings if orders were made frequently.  Three of our students were involved in the winning team, Nicola Moore, Emily Clarke and Rebecca Stewart.  Well done girls!  
Omagh High School Young enterprise - Dress For Success
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Year 11 Young Enterprise team “Omagh Crafters” attended the Young Enterprise Awards in City Hall, Belfast on Thursday 18 May 2017 having won the South West regional award for the Team Programme.  
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It was a formal occasion giving the students the opportunity to dress up and take in the grandeur of their surroundings with a three course meal and an awards ceremony hosted by Barra Best.  They did not come home empty handed.  The Team won the Northern Ireland award for Best Creativity and Jenny Vance won the Management Award.  
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This was a fantastic achievement as it is the first year that the school has taken part in the Team Programme.  Throughout the year all the students involved in the programme have been able to develop a number of skills, having to set up and run their own Team companies.  They have had the opportunity to learn about how businesses are run and the chance to sell their products to the public.  Jenny was particularly proud of her award stating that she has been able to develop a number of management skills throughout the year.  
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New Trophy For Omagh High School
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Omagh High School was delighted to welcome Mr Basil Bayne from Harper Adams University in England.  Mr Bayne was in school to present a perpetual trophy on behalf of the University.
This year, the first award of the crystal trophy, which has been named “The Harper Adams University GCSE Science Award”, was presented to Year 13 student Beth McIvor for her achievement in Double Award Science at GCSE.
Harper Adams University, founded in 1901, is located in Shropshire England and recently benefitted from an investment of more than 
£20 million.  It specializes in tackling the future development of our planet's food production, processing, animal sciences, engineering, land management and sustainable business. 
Omagh High School is most grateful to Mr Bayne and ‘Harper Adams in Ireland’ (the association of 1,100 Harper Adams graduates in the island of Ireland) for their generous donation of this trophy and for their continued support of our pupils.  

Tyrone Secondary Schools’ County Sports 2017

The Tyrone Schools’ County Sports took place on Wednesday 14 June 2017 at Campsie playing fields.  Excellent weather conditions provided the athletes with ideal conditions to compete.  This year’s event proved to be one of Omagh High School’s most successful with over 60 medals won, many of them Gold.
Well done to all who competed!

Omagh High School 3 – 0 Drumragh Integrated College

Omagh High School’s Year 8 football team finished off their incredible season on the pitch with a commanding 3-0 win at home to Drumragh Integrated College. With top scorer and playmaker Harvey Thompson missing through injury some may have surmised that goals may have been at a premium in this game but this proved not to be the case. 
After a very competitive and closely contested first half, Omagh High came out of the blocks much quicker in the second half and scored a decisive breakthrough goal through the in-form front man Kyle Johnston. Johnston’s goal bred confidence throughout the team and they never looked likely to surrender their lead. Next to score was Johnston’s strike partner up front, Aaron Clyde drifting in at the back post un-noticed to slot away a well taken finish high into the Drumragh net. Substitute Gabor Laki provided the icing on the cake for Omagh High with a low drive into the bottom corner in the last minute of the match to make the final score 3-0.
Omagh High’s back five were yet again sublime in defence keeping yet another clean sheet led by Captain Lewis Loughlin and the brilliant Kade Reid who saved a second half spot kick from Drumragh’s midfield number 8. The ‘Man of the Match’ award in this fixture goes jointly to Andrew Moore at right back and Jamie Moore at left back with both boys putting in a faultless display to keep Drumragh at bay for the full match.


Omagh High School’s Year 8 football team record for the season 2016-2017:
Played:  
  
8 
Won:
  
7
Drew:      
0

Lost:       
1

An outstanding season. Well done to all those involved.

Thought for the Month 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


 


Important Dates





Monday 26 June 2017


Winning House Trip





Thursday 29 June 2017


Year 14 Leavers’ Assembly and lunch at 12.00 noon.





Holiday Information





Please note the school will close on Wednesday 28 June 2017 at 3.25 p.m. for the Summer Holidays.  





Dates for new Pupils





Induction Evening


Wednesday 21 June 2017 


at 7.30 p.m.


in the Assembly Hall.





Thursday 31 August 2017 from 


9.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.


First day of term for Year 8 pupils and new pupils.


A lunch will be provided.





Friday 1 September 2017


from


9.00 a.m. – 3.25 p.m.


Year 8, Year 13 & 14 pupils only – Baseline Testing





Alice in Wonderland Rehearsals


For all cast members





Thursday 31 August 2017 from 


9.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.





Friday 1 September 2017 from


9.00 a.m.  -  3.25 p.m. 





New School Year





Monday 4 September 2017


School starts for all pupils.



































 














