Parwich Parish Council
A meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 17 February 2016 at 7.30 pm in Parwich Memorial Hall.

Present:  M Edge, P Kirkham, T Marshall, J Jessson, E Yeomans, J Barnett, M Compton, the clerk, 
Mrs S Hampson and 1 member of the public.
Part 1 Non-confidential information

16.2.1
Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register

There were no apologies and all councillors duly signed the attendance register.

16.2.2
Declaration of personal/pecuniary interest of councillors 

Mrs Marshall and Mrs Jesson completed an entry in the register regarding a planning application being considered in agenda item 16.2.6.
16.2.3
Minutes of the previous meeting and items from the minutes; minutes from the previous planning sub-committee meeting (if applicable)
The minutes of the previous meeting had been forwarded electronically to the members in advance of the meeting.  The minutes had also been placed on the parish council's website, and in the village shop.

Resolved:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record of proceedings. Resolved:  The minutes were signed in the meeting by the chairman.

16.2.4
Public speaking

There was 1 member of the public in attendance who did not wish to speak during this section.  
16.2.5
Items from public speaking

There no items raised during public speaking.
16.2.6 
Planning applications

A new planning application had been received for a garage at Gardeners Cottage, Kiln Lane, Parwich and this was considered carefully by the members.  Discussions included the dimensions, in particular the height of the proposed garage in relation to the site, the design, style and appearance of the proposed garage in comparison to others in the village.  
Resolved:  Unanimously not to support this proposal on the design and appearance of the development as it is not a traditional style building, not in keeping with village and too big for the site.
16.2.7  Items of account, clerk's monthly salary, HMRC, contractors, grants
Cq 1300
S Hampson


February clerk's salary
£218.98

Cq 1301 
Parwich Memorial Hall
February meeting Hire
£15.00

Cq 1302
S Hampson


Reimb. of expenses

£7.30

Cq 1303
Chadfen


22 posts & installation
£480.00 (VAT £80)

Cq 1304
Bagshaws


Rent review 


£90.00 (VAT £15)

Cq 1305
Parwich Memorial Hall *
March meeting hire

£15.00

Cq 1306
Acres Signs & Graphics
Dog fouling signs

£192 (VAT £32)

Cq 1307
DDDC



Planning training

£35.00
*To ensure presentation before the financial year ending 31 March 2016.

Mr Barnett provided some information on grants.  He advised that the timescale needed for completed documentation to be considered would be approximately 4-5 months.  A grant for a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) would probably stand the greatest possibility of achievement for lottery funding.  

Resolved:  In view of the timescale, the pursuit of lottery funding for the hard court area will not be considered; however, grant funding will be considered for the children's play area.

The clerk also suggested that at present District and County Councillors may have small grants available.

Resolved:  The clerk to contact both above councillors regarding grant monies.

16.2.8 Affordable house to rent

The clerk had contacted the Rural Housing Enabler at Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) who advised that the Head of Housing at DDDC has dealt with the empty property at West View and he had also responded to an email from a village resident to confirm that the tender for the works is currently being finalised.   The anticipated return date for tenders was 1 February 2016 with works to be completed by end of March 2016.  The property is set up as ‘ready to advertise’ so will soon be advertised on home-options.  DDDC therefore, anticipate that the property will be brought back into use and available for letting through Home-Options in the next couple of months.  Anyone interested should register on home-options as soon as possible and express an interest in the property when it is advertised on www.home-options.org. 
Members reported that quite extensive renovations are now underway with a 6 week turn around period for Dales Housing.  
16.2.9 Watercourse
The clerk returned a quantity of documentation to Mr Barnett connected to the flood wardens' scheme.  Members considered that there was no further action which the parish council could undertake.  It was acknowledged that the Derbyshire County Council's (DCC's) flood warden proposals were somewhat ambitious for Parwich.  Mr Barnett reported that the water course was clear at the moment and had remained so since the parish council had held a clearance day.  Mr Barnett advised the council that he continues to monitor the situation.
Resolved:  Mr Barnett to retain the flood warden documentation on behalf of the parish council.
Resolved:  Following the watercourse clearance project to place a community based project on the next agenda.  
16.2.10 Playground, hard court area and cricket pitch, lighting, Parsons Croft
Mr Edge advised that he was awaiting a second quote for the cold pour surfacing at the children's playground and also awaiting an additional quote for the replacement rebound type fencing at the hard court area.  The perimeter of the hard court area is approximately 112 m.  The quotes have been requested on a supply and fit basis to include removal of the redundant fencing.  One quote has been received on a supply only basis.

Resolved:  To approach a local fencing contractor to obtain a quote to remove and fit the new supplied fencing.  

Personnel at Parwich Primary school had confirmed that parents would be paying a tennis coach for tennis sessions which could influence the hire charges asked of the tennis coach.  The clerk suggested finding out court hire charges from the local council.

Resolved:  Mr Barnett to find out the tennis court hire charge for Ashbourne tennis courts and to report back to members at the March parish council meeting to enable an informed decision to be considered regarding commercial hire rate in contrast to local hire rate.
The school is planning PE lessons at the courts with a netball tournament planned at the beginning of March.  The school also requires storage for netball posts either in the form of a storage box on the courts or by use of the pavilion. The chance to practice on a full sized court is also required but only if the courts can be made suitable for the children to play on.  The clerk had responded to advise that court cleaning was planned.  Some members thought that storage boxes are on the court may not be a good idea.  Members also advised that the cleaning of the courts had not yet taken place and that the veranda on the pavilion required attention.
Resolved:  The clerk to advise the primary school when the courts have been cleaned 
Resolved:  To scheduled cleaning of the courts prior to 8th March.  

Resolved:  To advise the primary school that their sports equipment can be stored in the pavilion rather than purchasing a storage box.  This would be without charge at the present time.
Resolved:  Two quotes to be obtained from local contractors to carry out remedial work on the pavilion veranda.
Mr Edge advised that he had been to Biggin to measure their football pitch as their football team had been allowed into the Summer League.  Biggin Football Team has expressed an interest in playing at Parwich due to the pavilion facilities.  The former cricket crease will need to be removed together with the old astro turf.  Mr Edge and Mr Yeomans had also researched supply costs of new goal posts and a basket ball frame and net.  Internet costs ranged between £560-£725 + delivery charges for the football nets (some without nets) and £800 + VAT+ powder coating for the basket ball net set up.  The clerk had discovered that internet suppliers will rarely accept cheques now and the parish council does not have debit/credit cards or PayPal.  

Resolved:  Mr Edge to re-measure the former cricket pitch for comparison and to establish its use for official football league purposes.
Resolved:  Mr Barnett to enquire at the parish council's bank account, the day after the meeting, regarding the procedure required to complete a bank transfer direct from the account to internet suppliers.
Resolved:  In principle, to purchase new socket goal posts.  (£670 + VAT + £130 delivery charge)
Mr Kirkham advised that he had found the stop end of the pavilion guttering and had removed it for safe keeping.  The pavilion is in need of significant tidying but reuse would be a positive thing.  Mr Barnett advised that he had moved tennis nets.  Members also discussed a key code lock at the pavilion and the toilets.
Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to investigate the purchase of a new lock at the local merchants.

Mr Yeomans had carried out some research on the internet regarding lighting at the hard court sports area. (See confidential item).  Mr Compton advised that he had also been chasing a local electrical contractor.  
Mrs Marshall had kindly collected new custom made dog fouling signs.  

Resolved:  To place a new large dog fouling sign at the vicinity of the cricket pitch.  Other signs to be placed in agreed locations which may include the football pitch gate and on the approach to the primary school.
Members further reported that a former resident of Parwich had left behind items on Parsons Croft, including a trailer, tractor, old bicycles etc which are causing issues.  Members advised that Parsons Croft car park area needs to have the surface scraped off and for new chatter type material to be laid to redress the surface.

Resolved:  Mr Edge/Mr Kirkham to approach the former resident to request removal of the items prior to a more official approach being employed.

Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to approach a local contractor to scrape off the surface if the cost complies with that of the parish council's financial regulations for one quote.

Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to approach the owner of a local quarry regarding the required replacement surface dressing material.
16.2.11 Village maintenance including clearance of bonfire items
Members reported that weather had prevented the clearance of redundant bonfire items from taking place.  The clerk asked members to check the condition of the village seats.
16.2.12  Snow warden scheme, grit bins and request for hand rail at Gibbons Bank
From the previous meeting, the clerk had obtained costs, for comparison purposes, from DCC for a new bin, if the site is approved.  DCC had advised the clerk that the cost for a 340 litre bin, including the first refill of grit, was £267.77 and £202.82 for a 190 litre bin.  Subsequent to the January meeting, the clerk had also contacted DCC further who had advised that there may be the possibility of a free grit bin.  She had also contacted the local merchants where the parish council has an account to obtain a further cost of suitable grit bin to place in the vicinity of Gibbons Bank.  The costs of the bins from this source are £99 + VAT for a 200kg bin and £130 + VAT for a 400 kg bin.  The clerk had also secured free delivery included in this price.
Mr Compton reported that DCC had contacted him to say they would supply a free grit bin at this location.  At the time of the meeting, it was unclear whether DCC will accept future responsibility for refilling this bin.  

Mrs Jesson had kindly visited all of the grit bins in the village and supplied details of the quantities of grit in each bin.  Members discussed placing these details on the Blog.
Mr Kirkham had been unable to have a key cut for the shed referred to in the previous meeting, as it is a specialist security lock and the key can only be cut at a licensed shop by the owner of the key with the licence certificate.  This will mean changing the lock.  Members discussed obtaining a padlock with more keys.
Resolved: Mr Kirkham to investigate costs of a replacement lock and keys for the shed, including using the local merchant.
16.2.13 Parish Council website

2Commune, the parish council's website provider, doesn't normally add content for parish councils, there would be a charge for this.  The Site Editors were identified and trained in year 1 and as such free support is no longer available for new members of the parish council. 2Commune would train new clerks/councillors if they require training but would charge £120 + VAT for a half day's training.
However, it had been agreed that a one off inclusive session for new councillors/clerk would take place free of charge.  
Resolved:  The clerk to supply the email addresses of Mrs Marshall and Mr Compton to 2Commune to enable the one off training session to take place.

Resolved:  The clerk to supply login details to Mrs Marshall and Mr Compton.

Resolved:  Mrs Marshall and Mr Compton to cascade training as required.
16.2.14  The Queen's 90th birthday

The clerk provided details of Local Government Acts which can be used to enable the parish council to spend sums of money to commemorate this occasion if desired.  The clerk further reported that Section 137 could also be used, at £7.36 per elector, to make a monetary donation to an event.  Members discussed the possibility of a street party but were aware of the close proximity of the date to Parwich Wakes and also that Parwich Carnival and Recreation Committee may have plans to commemorate this occasion.
Resolved:  The clerk to contact the Carnival and Recreation Committee directly after the parish council meeting to enquire about their proposals, if any, to commemorate this occasion.

16.2.15 Highway issues

Mrs Jesson advised that she had reported some pot holes on Church Walk.
16.2.16 Wheeled bins
The clerk advised that she had not received any updates from DDDC regarding wheeled bins which have been persistently left out between waste collections.  Mrs Jesson advised that the bins are still left out on some occasions.

Resolved:  To continue to monitor the situation.

16.2.17  Councillor training
The invoice had been received from DDDC in connection with the recent planning training event attended by Mrs Jesson.  The clerk had secured free new councillor training places for Mr Barnett and Mrs Marshall through the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) on 23 March.  The clerk also informed members of additional planning training at Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA). 

Resolved:  No further delegate to be supplied to DALC.

Resolved:  No delegates to be submitted to PDNPA.

16.2.18  Correspondence and communication
Details of correspondence and communication had been forwarded to members in advance of the meeting and included:
Fenland Leisure Products, Playdale Playgrounds, DALC Circulars.  The clerk had made enquiries and revealed the name of the new PCSO responsible for Parwich.
There will now be a 20 p charge to use the toilets at Dovedale.  Audit fees in 2016-2017 should not increase beyond those of the 2014-15 fees.  DDDC area forums on 23rd March include discussions on Digital Derbyshire and the roll out of fibre optic broad band from BT.  
From previous minutes resolving to contact Bagshaws to carry out rent reviews, on behalf of the parish council, with the tenant farmers responses had been received.  The members discussed the responses related to current economic climates affecting agricultural tenants.

Resolved:  The clerk to contact Bagshaws further to confirm that the parish council wishes to continue to review rents at the required times and to confirm that requests should also be made for modest rent increases.
Resolved:  To place the item on the next agenda. 

16.2.19  Items for the next agenda

Website, rent reviews, (lighting, hard court area, Parsons Croft and former cricket pitch), mowing contract, Queen's birthday, village toilets.  Additional items to be compiled by the clerk.
16.2.20  Date of the next meeting

16th March 2016
Part 2 Confidential items

16.2.21  The clerk

The clerk had placed a notice regarding the clerk's vacancy on the Blog.  She had also prepared an advertisement to place on the DALC website.  Members discussed at length the hours and rate of pay.  DALC had advised the clerk that a councillor can act as a clerk, unpaid, in the case of an emergency due to clerk's illness etc but this should be as an isolated case and not on a regular basis to avoid conflicts of interest.  The clerk advised that a locum clerk could be obtained through DALC until a permanent clerk could be appointed.  Mr Barnett did not agree with either of these statements.  The majority of members thought there should be designated clerk.
Resolved:  The pay scale and working hours which will be reduced to 5 hours per week with the potential to review were agreed by majority and these details will appear on the DALC advert, the Blog and parish council website.   
Resolved:  To conduct interviews for the new clerk before the meeting in March if applications have been received.

Resolved: If no applications for the clerk's position have been received by the March meeting then a decision will be reached in this meeting regarding the use of a locum clerk.
Mr Compton had to leave the meeting at this point.

16.2.22 Quotes for tennis courts, alternative lighting at Parsons Croft

Mr Edge was awaiting a final quote for the fencing as discussed in item 16.2.10; one of the quotes exceeded £11,000.  Lighting quotes received from some internet companies again will not accept cheques.  The clerk suggested approaching some companies who would accept cheques using a proforma invoice method.  The clerk advised members not to proceed with a personal purchase over the internet as the VAT would be lost, guarantees would be compromised and the auditors would not find it acceptable.
Resolved:  To consider proceeding with the cheapest quote for LED lighting if the company checks prove satisfactory and bank transfer can be achieved. 
16.2.23  Mowing contract 2016/17 (including discussion on any possible new requirements for new contract) and discussion on village lengths man
The clerk had contacted the clerk at Alstonefield Parish Council who have a lengthsman on a contract basis.  This contract involves mowing and other village maintenance such as cleaning ditches.  

Resolved:  To consider contracting a lengthsman in 2017 and to proceed with the mowing contract for one year in 2016.
The clerk had forwarded details of the previous mowing contract, previous tender submissions, and a list of mowing areas in advance of the meeting and these were compared to map during the meeting illustrating mowing areas.  Members discussed these and the possibility of including additional verges.  The frequency of cuts in some areas was also considered.
Resolved:  The clerk to seek tenders for a one year mowing contract.

Resolved:  The tender to includes prices per cut in case additional cuts are required at the same price.

Resolved:  The former cricket pitch which is to become the new football pitch to be mown once a week (clippings removed).

Resolved:  The children's playground area to be mown once a week (clippings removed)
Resolved:  The new contract to include the verges on both sides of Creamery Lane between points indicated on a map.

Resolved:  The boundary area of the brook illustrated on the map to be strimmed.
Resolved:  With the exception of former cricket pitch and children's playground area, other areas to be mown/strimmed fortnightly between 1st April and 31st October 2016.
Resolved:  Tenders to be submitted to enable the contract to be awarded at the March 2016 meeting.
The meeting was declared closed at 10.50 pm

S Hampson, Clerk, Parwich Parish Council

18 February 2016
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