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This week was a mixed bag. The low light of the week was the House passing HF 160. While the bill provides $11.6 million in transition funding for 26 counties, it ignores the needs of five other counties that applied and uses federal Children’s Health Insurance Program funds. This funding source complicates matters for the recipient counties since these funds cannot be used to reimburse the state for Medicaid bills that the counties owe (you cannot use federal funds to match federal funds nor can you use federal funds to supplant state funds that would then be used to match Medicaid). In addition, the House added an amendment on the floor asserting that the counties are on the hook for any payback required, if there is a federal audit finding that the funds were used inappropriately.  

On the bright side, the House passed HF 119, a bill that eliminates the duty of the county attorney to represent DHS in court hearings. In addition, the House passed HF 158, which adds sledding to the list of recreational activities that counties are exempt from liability for participant injuries.  
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Property Taxes
Four bills related to property taxes were introduced:

The Senate property tax bill, SSB 1135, was introduced and sent to Ways and Means. The bill creates a tax credit for commercial, industrial, and railway property with a form to be filed with the county assessor. The amount of the credit is determined by multiplying the value of the parcel or property unit by the difference between the property’s assessment limitation percentage and the percentage for residential property, dividing by $1,000, and multiplying by the consolidated levy rate per $1,000 of taxable value applicable to the parcel or property unit. This formula provides a credit that makes the taxable value percentage of commercial, industrial, and railway property equal to that of residential property (52.82% in assessment year 2012). A new fund would be created with an annual appropriation of $50 million and an additional $50 million every year that the state’s revenue increases by at least 4%. Under the plan, state dollars in this fund would replace the lost property tax dollars designated for counties, cities, and schools.

SF 179 provides for an annual adjustment to the amount of property value used to calculate the homestead tax credit. The value used would be the actual value used in the previous fiscal year multiplied by the annual homestead credit factor. This factor is defined as the percent increase (but not less than zero) of the statewide actual value of residential property resulting from revaluation for the applicable assessment year, plus 100%. The bill applies to property taxes due in fiscal years beginning July 1, 2013.

HF 192 extends the time period a property owner may file a protest against a property assessment to the local board of review. The current period begins April 16 and ends May 6. The bill extends the end date to May 16 and would apply to assessment years beginning on or after July 1, 2014.
HF 193 changes the date upon which property assessments must be completed and correspondingly moves the deadline for notifying property owners of adjustments from April 15 to April 1. The bill also modifies the protest filing period to begin April 1 and to end May 1. This bill also applies to assessment years beginning on or after July 1, 2014.

Supervisors Districts

HSB 107 passed out of subcommittee and will go to the full Local Government Committee. Under the proposed bill a petition alleging that the supervisors districting plan was drawn for improper political reasons would cause the secretary of state to automatically reject the plan and direct the legislative services agency (LSA) to draw a district plan for the county. The plan would then be sent to the board of supervisors for approval. In the case of rejection, the board would need to submit the reasons for that rejection and LSA would take these reasons into consideration when developing a second plan. The bill provides that the second plan would be imposed on the county.

Movement on Election Legislation

This week there were several meetings held on election legislation. The bill that brought out the most people and the press was HSB 23, a bill that would require people to show government-issued or college photo identification at the polls in order to vote. There is some support in the House; however, it is not expected to get a lot of traction in the Senate. 
Two election bills were voted out of House state government committee this week. HSB 21 makes technical changes to election law and was amended to increase the time that cities and counties have to make appointments to fill a vacancy in office to 60 days. HF 186, formerly HF 13, is a bill that removes the option for straight party voting on a ballot. Both bills are eligible for debate.
Several election bills were introduced this week that address the elections objectives in ISAC’s legislative priorities. HSB 117 and SSB 1144 both address the issue of absentee voting deadline. SSB 1146 addresses the issue of the absentee ballot postmark and states that all absentee ballots must be received by the close of the polls on Election Day or they will not be counted, regardless of the postmark. HSB 116 and SSB 1145 both address the issue of voter registration deadline. The bills change the deadline to register to vote from 10 days to 11 days before the primary and general election. A subcommittee meeting was held this week on HSB 116, and the subcommittee amended the bill and passed it on to the full committee for consideration. The amendment requires that auditors are open for absentee voting the two Saturdays before the general election. 

Competitive Bidding

SF 15, which is aimed at giving Iowa-based businesses additional opportunities in the competitive bidding process, was amended to make the bill applicable only to state agencies. By removing any reference to political subdivisions in the bill, SF 15, now SF 170, will no longer impact counties. The companion bill, HF 93, still includes political subdivisions. We will be working to get the bill amended on the House side as well.

County Attorney Duties

HSB 14 clarifies a county attorney's duties in all levels of Children In Need of Assistance (CINA) actions. HSB 14 strikes provisions requiring the county attorney to represent DHS and adds language to require the county attorney to represent the general interest of the state in the well-being of its children in CINA matters, rather than the specific interests of DHS. HSB 14 is the same as last year's HF 608, then HF 2424 and ISAC supports this bill. This bill passed out of the House this week and will now move to the Senate.

E911 Surcharge

Companion bills, HSB 133 and SSB 1172, were introduced this week to increase the telephone surcharge from $0.65 to $1.00 for funding of enhanced E911 emergency communications systems. The bill eliminates current voter referendum requirements for increasing the local wire-line surcharge. The bill reinstates provisions authorizing wireless carriers to recover their E911 service delivery costs which were eliminated during the 2012 legislative session. The bill institutes cost reporting of expense data be reported to the general assembly by March 1, 2016. ISAC is in support of these bills.  
Casino Loophole

A subcommittee meeting was held this week on SSB 1107, a bill that removes the exemption for casinos from the Smokefree Air Act. Those opposed to the bill believe that it will bring a huge reduction in revenues to the state. ISAC is registered in favor of the bill and believes that the workers in casinos should be allowed the same health protections of all other Iowans. It does not appear to have a lot of traction, and it is doubtful that it will move past committee. 

Smart Planning

HF 11, a bill that would remove the smart planning principles from Iowa Code, was passed out of the House local government committee this week on a party line vote. Current code does not state “shall” but rather “may” when urging local governments to consider the principles listed when planning. A public hearing was requested on the bill so that will be held before it is eligible for debate. 

Levy for Cultural and Scientific Facilities

SF 173 allows a county to impose an additional property tax levy for the operation of cultural and scientific facilities. Before a county can impose this levy; however, the issue must be submitted to the voters at a general election and approved by a majority. The levy cannot exceed $0.27 per thousand dollars of assessed value, unless an amount which exceeds this is submitted to the voters through a special levy election and receives a majority of the votes cast in favor or exceeding the levy limit. 

County Day at the Capitol

The 2013 County Day at the Capitol is being held on March 13 in conjunction with the 2013 ISAC Spring School of Instruction (March 14-15, Des Moines Marriott Downtown). Pre-registration is now available and hotel rooms will be available on Tuesday, March 12 at spring school conference hotels (which need to be made through the online housing system after you register for spring school). Although there is no cost to register for this event, pre-registration is very important to keep ISAC’s food and materials costs as low as possible. Click here for all County Day at the Capitol information and to register.
Transportation Day at the Capitol

Transportation Day at the Capitol will be held on Wednesday, February 27. More information, including an agenda, will be sent out in closer proximity of the event. Please plan to attend! 

ISAC NACo Representative

NOTICE: Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative. The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. The duties of the ISAC NACo representative include attending four NACo Board of Directors meetings a year around the country and representing Iowa on the NACo Board of Directors. The ISAC NACo representative is automatically a member of the ISAC Board of Directors as well. The ISAC NACo representative will be required to attend nine ISAC Board meetings annually and report to the ISAC Board regarding NACo. Applicants must be either county officials or county employees.  Applicants must be from a county that is a member of NACo. The term of the ISAC NACo representative is three years, and commences in July, 2013, at the conclusion of the NACo Annual Conference. A person may serve a maximum of three terms.

This is an unpaid position. ISAC will reimburse the ISAC NACo representative for all reasonable travel expenses to attend the NACo Board of Directors meetings and ISAC Board of Directors meetings. Click here to download the application. Applications must be received by 4:30 pm on April 18, 2013 at the following address: Iowa State Association of Counties, Attn: William R. Peterson, Executive Director, 5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, Des Moines, IA 50266, or bpeterson@iowacounties.org. 
Pre-register for the Spring School Today!
Click here and register for the 2013 ISAC Spring School of Instruction being held at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown from March 14-15. Registration on the ISAC website is the same as it has been in the past. Please make sure that you double check your email address and/or fax number and hit confirm. You will then be registered for the conference and emailed/faxed a confirmation. Please note that all conference activities will be held at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown. 

After registering for the spring school on the ISAC website, you will receive an email or fax confirmation from ISAC. This email or fax will include: confirmation of conference registration; instructions and a link to reserve your hotel room through the Meetingmax Online Housing System; and a 10-digit ISAC ID which is mandatory for each individual hotel room. In addition to your 10-digit ISAC ID number, you will need a credit card to make your reservation. This credit card is to hold your room and will not be charged unless there is a cancellation fee.

Bookmark the spring school website, http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm, and stay up-to-date on all conference information! All affiliate agendas are posted when we receive them. Affiliate agendas are due to ISAC by Friday, February 15.
Health Reform Policy Academy: Where Implementation Stands Now
NACo will be hosting a free webinar entitled Health Reform Policy Academy: Where Implementation Stands Now from 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm on Thursday, February 21. Many key provisions of the Affordable Care Act are set to take effect in the coming year. With health insurance exchanges in each state open for enrollment in the fall, could counties be involved in public outreach and assistance? What are some of the implications for counties in states that do not expand Medicaid? The webinar will also explore questions related to funding for local prevention initiatives and potential impacts on county behavioral health services. Click here to register. For more information, please contact Anita Cardwell at acardwell@naco.org or 202.942.4267.
NACo National Cyber Symposium in Omaha
This exciting educational event will take place April 17-19, 2013 in Omaha, Nebraska. Hosted by the University of Nebraska, Omaha and the Peter Kiewit Institute, the Symposium will provide one and a half days of intensive, focused learning opportunities for local elected officials regarding cybersecurity. There will be a number of panel discussions, as well as keynote speakers, who are national experts on cybersecurity. Throughout the program, attendees will learn about cyber policies at the local level, mitigating cyber threats, how to respond to an emergency as well as best practices and solutions that counties can adopt. This will be an event that you do not want to miss! 

The Cyber for Counties program is in conjunction with NACo President Chris Rodger’s 2013 Presidential Initiative. For additional information on the Cyber for Counties Initiative at NACo, contact Karon Harden 202.942.4277 or Kharden@naco.org. Click here to register for the National Cyber Symposium.

Additionally, NACo is thrilled to announce the release of our Cyber for Counties awareness video produced in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security and features Secretary Janet Napolitano. The video addresses cybersecurity and the importance of engaging local governments on the issue. Click here to view the video.
County Officials Encouraged to Apply for Wildlife Damage Management Advisory Committee
USDA recently announced it is soliciting nominees for five additional persons to serve on the National Wildlife Services Advisory Committee (NWSAC) for a two year period. During the terms committee members advise USDA on the activities, policies and research needed to conduct wildlife services, a program within USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Counties often cooperate and help implement and fund portions of this program at the local level to mitigate potential health and public safety hazards due to wildlife and protect county infrastructure such as airports, roads and facilities. Nominations must be received by March 11, 2013.  Click here for application instructions and contact NACo’s Erik Johnston at ejohnston@naco.org if you plan to apply.
Community Grants for Beautification
Keep Iowa Beautiful’s 2013 Community Beautification Grant Program application deadline is April 1, 2013. This is the fourth year of the popular program intended to leverage local dollars, support volunteer efforts and encourage the improvement of the image and appearance of Iowa’s communities. “Any public or nonprofit organization in a community of less than 5,000 population may apply,” said Gerry Schnepf, Executive Director of Keep Iowa Beautiful. “Projects eligible include public awareness education, recycling, litter reduction, public nuisance abatement, creation or improvements to green spaces, painting and fix-up, and general landscaping.” The program has made awards to over 40 communities. Funding and reimbursement is available for expenses incurred only after July 1, 2013 and the project must be completed by June 30, 2014. Click here for grant applications and information.

Byrne-JAG/RSAT Grant Pre-Application Webinar

If you are considering applying to the Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy for a SFY 2014 Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) or a Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) grant, please plan to participate in a pre-application webinar from 9:00 am – 10:00 am on Tuesday, February 19. The purpose of this call is to provide information on the approximate amount and scope of funding available through these two federal grant programs in the coming year, plus general guidance on when and how to apply to ODCP. Areas of emphasis and change will be highlighted, including information on Iowa’s on-line grants management system, www.iowagrants.gov. 

 To Connect to the ODCP-JAG/RSAT Conference Call: 

• Dial (866) 685-1580. 
• When prompted, enter Conference Code 0009990999#. 
• When you are added to the call, please announce yourself and then push *6 to mute your line (please do NOT put the call on hold as it will cause feedback on the system). 

• The system will be active approximately 10 minutes prior to the meeting start time. 

• Should you encounter difficulty connecting to the conference call, contact our office at 515.725.0308.

Questions about the grant program may be addressed to Dennis Wiggins, 515.725.0311 or dennis.wiggins@iowa.gov. 

2013 Iowa Broadband Summit

Save the date for the first annual Iowa Broadband Summit: Empowering Communities being held on April 9, 2013 at the Iowa Historical Society! Hosted by Connect Iowa in collaboration with the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA), the Summit will bring together community leaders, policymakers, industry and economic development professionals from across the state to address the progress being made in Iowa to expand broadband access, adoption and use. Click here for more information. 

2013 NACo Achievement Award Program

The National Association of Counties (NACo) is currently accepting applications for the 2013 NACo Achievement Award Program. The Program recognizes comprehensive and innovative projects in various categories that support NACo’s 2013 legislative and policy priorities. Award-winning programs will receive a NACo Achievement Award certificate in the mail, recognition at the NACo Annual Conference in July, program information on the NACo website and many more opportunities. 

Member counties and non-member counties are eligible to apply with different fees for each group ($60 for member counties; $150 for non-member counties). To guide applicants through the process, the 2013 Achievement Award Application Overview, Frequently Asked Questions, video tutorial, and electronic applications are available on the NACo website: http://www.naco.org/achievementawards. 

The deadline to submit application materials, including application fees, is February 21, 2013, 11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time. Questions about the program can be directed to me at kbess@naco.org or 202.942.4215.
Dam Removal Project Manager Training

The Upper Midwest Stream Restoration Symposium is offering a Dam Removal Project Manager Training from 8:00 am – 5:00 pm on Sunday, February 24 at the Radisson in La Crosse, Wisconsin. This is specifically targeted at conservationists, engineers and county planners. Click here for more information and contact Sara Strassman at sstrassman@americanrivers.org or 608.782.1537.
2013 Iowa Employment Law, Training, Benefits and Wellness Conference

Please save the date and plan to attend the 2013 Iowa Employment Law, Training, Benefits and Wellness Conference being held April 24-25, 2013 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This year’s conference will offer more than 50 concurrent sessions that will tackle the important employment law, training, benefits and wellness topics from diverse angles. This event is co-sponsored by ISAC. Click here for more information. Reserve your hotel accommodations at discounted rates of $99 - $113 by clicking here and using the group code 04242013HRO, or by calling Tresa Vedder at 515.967.1291.
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