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ISAC Update: 2.22.13
Connect with ISAC! 


  

We are two weeks away from the first funnel and things slowed down to a crawl at the Capitol.  The impending snow storm seems to have taken the air out of the place. The House did work late on Tuesday night debating HF 215, the Governor’s Education Reform Bill. The bill passed on Wednesday morning, 52-44, after the debate was recessed at 12:00 am. The House has a rule that no votes can be taken after midnight. 
ISAC has created a way for our members to give us feedback on specific bills or legislative topics through the use of our online legislative comment form. This form will allow us to compile data from individual counties to share with legislators. Having the information to display the direct of effect of a bill on specific counties is invaluable at the Capitol. The form can be accessed by clicking here or under each bill’s description below. 
 NEW Mental Health and Disability Services Redesign
 NEW Local Option Sales Tax
 NEW Property Tax Bills
 NEW Election Bills

 NEW County Attorney Duties
County Day at the Capitol
 NEW Rescheduled Transportation Day 2013 Set for February 27

 NEW Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Conservation Day

 ISAC NACo Representative
NEW Spring School Pre-Registration Closes March 1
 NACo National Cyber Symposium in Omaha

 County Officials Encouraged to Apply for Wildlife Damage Management Advisory Committee

 NEW Federal Transportation Bill Educational Webinar

 Community Grants for Beautification

2013 Iowa Broadband Summit
2013 Iowa Employment Law, Training, Benefits and Wellness Conference
Mental Health and Disability Services Redesign

A Senate subcommittee took up HF 160, the transition funding for FY 2013. The bill appropriates $11.6 million to 26 counties. Unfortunately, the bill uses Children’s Health Insurance Program funds. These funds come from the federal government and cannot be used to pay Medicaid bills that the counties are holding.  It is questionable as to whether the counties can use these funds to replace state and local dollars, and then use those funds to pay state bills. The legislation is clear that the counties are responsible for any pay back to the federal government, if it is determined that the funds are used inappropriately. The Senate subcommittee made up of Senators Bolkcom (D-Johnson), Dvorsky (D-Johnson), Ernst (R-Montgomery), Ragan (D-Cerro Gordo), and Segebart (R-Crawford) passed the bill without amendment.  It seems likely that this bill will pass the Senate and go down to the Governor as is.  

The next step in redesign is to get the legislature to commit to providing funding for the $47.28 per capita equalization or come up with a viable alternative.

The week saw a continuation of the posturing around Medicaid Expansion. Democrats are pushing for Iowa to expand Medicaid coverage and the Governor remains unconvinced.  Governor Branstad is meeting with HHS Secretary Sebelius today to discuss options. In a meeting with ISAC on Wednesday, Director Palmer told us that their estimate of cost savings to the regions would be $27 million under the Blue Advantage scenario and $57-60 million under a benefit package that mirrors Iowa’s current Medicaid plan.  
Click here to comment on MHDS redesign.
Local Option Sales Tax

The House bill to make changes to the local option sales tax (LOST) election process, HF 60, and the formula continues to be discussed. ISAC is registered in opposition to this bill. We have agreed to change our registration on the bill if the formula changes are deleted from the bill and the bill only addresses the ability of a single city and the unincorporated area of a county to hold a LOST election.

Click here to comment on the LOST bill. 
Property Tax Bills
The Governor’s Property Tax Bill, HSB 150, was introduced on Monday, and the first of what will be many subcommittee meetings was held Wednesday. The bill gradually reduces the taxable portion of the assessed value of commercial and industrial property. For the assessment year beginning January 1, 2013, the percentage would be reduced to 95% with an annual reduction of 5% until reaching 80% for the assessment year beginning January 1, 2016. The bill creates a fund for the purpose of property tax replacement payments to the counties and other local taxing entities. For the fiscal years beginning July 1, 2014, and ending June 30, 2017, the state would appropriate enough to fully cover the property tax replacement claims. In subsequent years the appropriation would be capped, and if the amount is not enough to fully cover the replacement claims, the amount backfilled to local taxing entities would be pro-rated. In addition, the bill also changes the property tax limitation percentage from 4% to 2%. The reduction would take effect in assessment year 2013 for residential and agricultural property and in year 2017 for commercial and industrial property.

Representative Sands, the chair of the subcommittee, indicated HSB 150 and the School Funding Reform Bill, HF 2, would be handled together through the subcommittee process. When asked directly if they would eventually be rolled into one bill, he said he would take them both through the process and see what happens. The thought is that if property tax reform won’t pass in the Senate by itself, it could be tied into the education bill which provides relief among all property classifications.

A subcommittee for the Senate Property Tax Bill, SSB 1135, has been scheduled for Monday, February 25. The bill was discussed in length in last week’s update. Unlike the Governor’s bill which addresses the rollback for commercial and industrial property, the Senate bill provides a tax credit for the same property. Another difference is that the rollback would benefit all commercial and industrial property, while the credit is aimed at small business and would only apply to the first $324,000 in property value. The table below shows an example of how the tax credit would be calculated.
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100,000.00        1.00                        0.53                           43.00                   4,300.00             2,028.89                 2,271.11                

Column A = Assessed Value of Commercial Property

Column B = Current Commercial Rollback (Assessment Limitation)

Column C = Current Residential Rollback (Assessment Limitation)

Column D = Sample Consolidated Tax Levy Rate

Column E = Gross Property Tax (Current Law)

Column F = Business Property Tax Credit (Savings) under SSB 1135 Proposal

Column G = Net Commercial Property Tax under SSB 1135

Formula for Calculating Individual Business Property Tax Credit -

 Business Property Tax Credit = [{(Actual Value of Property) times (Commercial Rollback minus 

Residental Rollback)} divided by 1000] times [Consolidated Tax Rate] 


Click here to comment on the property tax bill/s. 
Election Bills

There was action taken on two of ISAC’s objectives this week. One of the bills, HF 308, formerly HSB 116, passed out of the House state government committee and is funnel-proof for the March 8 funnel deadline. This bill changes the deadline to register to vote from 10 days to 11 days before the primary and general election. It was amended to require that auditors are open for absentee voting the two Saturdays before the general election.
A subcommittee meeting was held on HSB 117 this week and was passed, with the understanding that there will be an amendment, to the full committee for consideration. The bill changes the deadline for voting an absentee ballot in the auditor’s office to 12:00 pm the day before a general election and eliminates absentee voting in the auditor’s office the day of a special election. There will be an amendment in committee that takes out the section in the bill that changes absentee voting in general elections. This was done to get enough support to move the bill forward. 
Click here to comment on the election bill/s. 
County Attorney Duties

HF 119, a bill requested by the County Attorneys association and supported by ISAC, passed the House on Tuesday. It has been assigned to a Senate Judiciary subcommittee of Hogg (D-Linn), Dvorsky (D-Johnson), and Schneider (R-Dallas) in the Senate. The bill eliminates the county attorney’s duty to represent the Department of Human Services in juvenile court.  
Click here to comment on the county attorney duties bill.
County Day at the Capitol

The 2013 County Day at the Capitol is being held on March 13 in conjunction with the 2013 ISAC Spring School of Instruction (March 14-15, Des Moines Marriott Downtown). Pre-registration is now available and hotel rooms will be available on Tuesday, March 12 at spring school conference hotels (which need to be made through the online housing system after you register for spring school). Although there is no cost to register for this event, pre-registration is very important to keep ISAC’s food and materials costs as low as possible. Click here for all County Day at the Capitol information and to register.
Rescheduled Transportation Day 2013 Set for February 27

Rescheduled Transportation Day at the State Capitol will be held on Wednesday, February 27, 2013, under the theme “It’s time for a dime.” Representatives from Iowa highway associations and coalitions along with other stakeholders will again make the case for an increase in transportation infrastructure income for Iowa to maintain and build the state’s roads and bridges. They propose a 10 cent increase in the state’s fuel user fee. The event will kick off at the Wallace building at 9:30 am. Please click here for more information and talking points as well as a detailed agenda. 

Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy Conservation Day

Join Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy on February 26 at the Iowa State Capitol for "Iowa's Water & Land Legacy Day" under the golden dome. We are rallying for full funding for Iowa's Natural Resources & Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund through a 3/8ths of one percent increase in the state sales tax. The group will be meeting at 8:00 AM in the Wallace Building Auditorium on Grand Avenue in Des Moines to distribute materials, talking points and hear from leaders of Iowa's Water & Land Legacy. Please contact iowaswaterandlandlegacy@gmail.com. 
ISAC NACo Representative

NOTICE: Pursuant to the ISAC By-Laws, notice is hereby given that ISAC is accepting applications for the position of ISAC NACo (National Association of Counties) representative. The ISAC NACo representative is selected by the ISAC Board of Directors. The duties of the ISAC NACo representative include attending four NACo Board of Directors meetings a year around the country and representing Iowa on the NACo Board of Directors. The ISAC NACo representative is automatically a member of the ISAC Board of Directors as well. The ISAC NACo representative will be required to attend nine ISAC Board meetings annually and report to the ISAC Board regarding NACo. Applicants must be either county officials or county employees.  Applicants must be from a county that is a member of NACo. The term of the ISAC NACo representative is three years, and commences in July, 2013, at the conclusion of the NACo Annual Conference. A person may serve a maximum of three terms.

This is an unpaid position. ISAC will reimburse the ISAC NACo representative for all reasonable travel expenses to attend the NACo Board of Directors meetings and ISAC Board of Directors meetings. Click here to download the application. Applications must be received by 4:30 pm on April 18, 2013 at the following address: Iowa State Association of Counties, Attn: William R. Peterson, Executive Director, 5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, Des Moines, IA 50266, or bpeterson@iowacounties.org. 
Spring School Pre-Registration Closes March 1
Click here and register for the 2013 ISAC Spring School of Instruction being held at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown from March 14-15. Pre-registration will close at 4:30 pm on Friday, March 1. Please pre-register to save your county money! Registration on the ISAC website is the same as it has been in the past. Please make sure that you double check your email address and/or fax number and hit confirm. You will then be registered for the conference and emailed/faxed a confirmation. Please note that all conference activities will be held at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown. 

After registering for the spring school on the ISAC website, you will receive an email or fax confirmation from ISAC. This email or fax will include: confirmation of conference registration; instructions and a link to reserve your hotel room through the Meetingmax Online Housing System; and a 10-digit ISAC ID which is mandatory for each individual hotel room. In addition to your 10-digit ISAC ID number, you will need a credit card to make your reservation. This credit card is to hold your room and will not be charged unless there is a cancellation fee.

Bookmark the spring school website, http://www.iowacounties.org/SpringSchool.htm, and stay up-to-date on all conference information! All affiliate agendas are posted when we receive them. Affiliate agendas are due to ISAC by Friday, February 15.
NACo National Cyber Symposium in Omaha
This exciting educational event will take place April 17-19, 2013 in Omaha, Nebraska. Hosted by the University of Nebraska, Omaha and the Peter Kiewit Institute, the Symposium will provide one and a half days of intensive, focused learning opportunities for local elected officials regarding cybersecurity. There will be a number of panel discussions, as well as keynote speakers, who are national experts on cybersecurity. Throughout the program, attendees will learn about cyber policies at the local level, mitigating cyber threats, how to respond to an emergency as well as best practices and solutions that counties can adopt. This will be an event that you do not want to miss! 

The Cyber for Counties program is in conjunction with NACo President Chris Rodger’s 2013 Presidential Initiative. For additional information on the Cyber for Counties Initiative at NACo, contact Karon Harden 202.942.4277 or Kharden@naco.org. Click here to register for the National Cyber Symposium.

Additionally, NACo is thrilled to announce the release of our Cyber for Counties awareness video produced in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security and features Secretary Janet Napolitano. The video addresses cybersecurity and the importance of engaging local governments on the issue. Click here to view the video.
County Officials Encouraged to Apply for Wildlife Damage Management Advisory Committee
USDA recently announced it is soliciting nominees for five additional persons to serve on the National Wildlife Services Advisory Committee (NWSAC) for a two year period. During the terms committee members advise USDA on the activities, policies and research needed to conduct wildlife services, a program within USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. Counties often cooperate and help implement and fund portions of this program at the local level to mitigate potential health and public safety hazards due to wildlife and protect county infrastructure such as airports, roads and facilities. Nominations must be received by March 11, 2013.  Click here for application instructions and contact NACo’s Erik Johnston at ejohnston@naco.org if you plan to apply.
Federal Transportation Bill Educational Webinar

Join Transportation for America at 12:00 pm on Wednesday, February 27 for an online presentation to learn how the new 2012 federal transportation bill (MAP-21) will affect your rural communities. Learn how to use MAP-21 to fund rural transportation priorities and strengthen your community. Click here to register. Elected county officials from non-metropolitan areas are encouraged to join this online presentation.
Community Grants for Beautification
Keep Iowa Beautiful’s 2013 Community Beautification Grant Program application deadline is April 1, 2013. This is the fourth year of the popular program intended to leverage local dollars, support volunteer efforts and encourage the improvement of the image and appearance of Iowa’s communities. “Any public or nonprofit organization in a community of less than 5,000 population may apply,” said Gerry Schnepf, Executive Director of Keep Iowa Beautiful. “Projects eligible include public awareness education, recycling, litter reduction, public nuisance abatement, creation or improvements to green spaces, painting and fix-up, and general landscaping.” The program has made awards to over 40 communities. Funding and reimbursement is available for expenses incurred only after July 1, 2013 and the project must be completed by June 30, 2014. Click here for grant applications and information.

2013 Iowa Broadband Summit

Save the date for the first annual Iowa Broadband Summit: Empowering Communities being held on April 9, 2013 at the Iowa Historical Society! Hosted by Connect Iowa in collaboration with the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA), the Summit will bring together community leaders, policymakers, industry and economic development professionals from across the state to address the progress being made in Iowa to expand broadband access, adoption and use. Click here for more information. 

2013 Iowa Employment Law, Training, Benefits and Wellness Conference

Please save the date and plan to attend the 2013 Iowa Employment Law, Training, Benefits and Wellness Conference being held April 24-25, 2013 at The Meadows Events and Conference Center in Altoona. This year’s conference will offer more than 50 concurrent sessions that will tackle the important employment law, training, benefits and wellness topics from diverse angles. This event is co-sponsored by ISAC. Click here for more information. Reserve your hotel accommodations at discounted rates of $99 - $113 by clicking here and using the group code 04242013HRO, or by calling Tresa Vedder at 515.967.1291.
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Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC)
5500 Westown Parkway, Suite 190, West Des Moines, IA 50266  
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This ISAC Update is being sent to all ISAC members.
