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INTRODUCTION TO THE PROGRAM
The main goal of the Bridge Year is to ease the students’ transition from high school to college and to give them an opportunity to do college-level work.  They are able to adjust to the much greater freedom that exists on college campuses and at the same time to learn the responsibility necessary to handle that freedom.  Thanks to the Bridge Year program, seniors can get a real taste of college life while still in high school.

FEATURES OF THE PROGRAM

During their fourth year at THHS, all seniors are enrolled at the college as non-matriculated Queens College students, taking up to six free credits per semester of college-level courses on campus with other, Queens College students.  These courses are accredited and are beyond the usual Townsend Harris curriculum requirements.  The college courses are demanding and offer more preparation for college than  high school honors or AP courses.  Three of each semester’s QC credits are earned in college electives of the student’s choice.  The other three are earned in the Freshman Humanities Colloquium (Honors in the Humanities 101 & 102) —  a “great books” honors course that is team-taught in a seminar setting by a member of the Queens College faculty and a member of the THHS faculty.  The seminars emphasize reading, writing, and student-led discussion.  They are patterned on Queens College’s Hhonors in the Humanities  Senior program seminar, as well as the seminar programs at St. John’s (Annapolis) and the University of Chicago.

The classes are supplemented by a series of eight-lectures presented by QC professors from the Division of Humanities and Social Sciences to the entire senior class and Colloquia faculty.  
THE SENIOR PROGRAM
Course Requirements

Six courses will be taken each semester.

Fall Semester





Spring Semester
Humanities Colloquium



Humanities Colloquium

Participatory Democracy



Economics

Physical Education




Physical Education

Two high school electives



Two high school electives

One Queens College Elective*


One Queens College Elective*
*The additional class may be an appropriate high school elective as determined in consultation with the student’s guidance counselor.  If a student has not met the high school graduation requirements, these must be fulfilled in the senior year in lieu of college or high school electives.
Queens College electives are subject to availability, scheduling and pre-requisite requirements.
IMPORTANT:

· THE SCHOOL DAY FOR SENIORS IS FROM 7:30 – 3:30 P.M.  STUDENTS WILL HAVE PERIODS OF FREE TIME DURING THE DAY FOR STUDYING.

· ALL PROGRAMS AT BOTH TOWNSEND HARRIS AND QUEENS COLLEGE MAY BE AFFECTED BY BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS OF WHICH WE ARE NOT AWARE AT THIS TIME.

GENERAL INFORMATION

ATTENDANCE RECORDING PROCEDURES

Daily attendance is mandatory, just as it is for all other high school students.  Therefore students must sign in daily in Room 334 during the posted hours.  Failure to sign in is recorded as an absence and is reported to the student’s parents/guardians and the Dean.  The only reasons for absence are illness, a death in the family, religious observance, or court appearance.  Students are required to present a note after they are absent from school.  Absences due to illness of three or more consecutive days require a note from a doctor.
BOOK AND MATERIAL COSTS

· Seniors receive 6 free credits at Queens College each semester.  3 for the Humanities seminar and 3 for a Queens College elective.   If a student registers for a 4-credit elective, it is his or her responsibility to pay the cost for the extra 1-credit.

· Books for the Humanities Colloquia will be provided to the students.  Books for college elective classes must be purchased and students are urged to buy their books early to avoid the rush at the college bookstore.  Books are usually available in August for September classes and in January for February classes.  
· Several college courses require Special  Material and Transportation (MAT) fees which the student must pay directly to the bursar’s office.  Failure to pay Special MAT fees, which are indicated on the Queens College bill, will result in a student’s being irreversibly dropped from all college courses.

CUTTING

Cutting a class (including the Humanities Colloquium and the Senior Meeting) is reported to parents/guardians and the Dean whenever it occurs.  Students will incur demerits, and this may affect the students’ ability to participate in senior activities, be selected for honor societies, participate on teams, and/or receive awards. 
MID YEAR GRADES

Townsend Harris High School sends midyear high school and Queens College grades to all colleges to which students have submitted applications.  These grades are taken into account when colleges are making admissions decisions because the grades are excellent indicators of how students will perform in college.  Colleges will count your Queens College course grades into your college GPA.  If students remain at Queens College, their grades are already part of their transcript and averaged into their Undergraduate GPA.
PROGRAM CHANGE REQUESTS:

If for any reason students have problems with their programs

1. before June 30th, they should report to their guidance counselor.
2. after June 30th, they should contact Joe Merino or Edie Balogh at the College Preparatory Program Office on the Queens College campus by email at QCTHHS@aol.com.
PROOF OF GRADUATION

All colleges to which students have been accepted require proof of graduation in order to enroll (register) for the fall term.  Townsend Harris sends out final transcripts including High School and College grades as proof of graduation.
QUEENS COLLEGE ID CARD

All students are issued a Queens College I.D. card.  College regulations require students to carry their ID cards on campus and to present them to a member of the faculty or staff if requested to do so.  The ID card carries the privilege of using Queens College facilities and entry to the Benjamin Rosenthal Library.  Lost I.D. cards must be replaced.  

NOTE:

Your ID card is not transferable to anyone.  To replace a lost or stolen card:

· Go to Bursar’s Office in Jefferson Hall

· Pay a $5.00 replacement fee and get a receipt

· Take receipt to Student Union Building, lower level, Room 229
SCHOOL CLOSINGS DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER

In the event of inclement weather, all students are urged to listen to the radio, check the Department of Education websites or call 311.   If Queens College is closed and Townsend Harris H.S. is open, seniors should report to the high school building for attendance sign-in and further instructions.  If Townsend Harris is closed and Queens College is open, students should report to their college classes.

SENIOR CLASS MEETING

A senior class meeting is held every Monday during Band 7 in the Townsend Harris High School auditorium.  Attendance is mandatory for all students.
TAKING COLLEGE COURSES IS A PRIVILEGE

Tuition-free enrollment in Queens College courses is an integral part of the Townsend Harris High School Bridge Year.  It is also a privilege.  To help ensure that students use this privilege responsibly, the following policies are in effect:

· WU is the grade assigned when a student has stopped attending and submitting work in a course without formally withdrawing.  It counts as an F.
· Students who receive a WU (Withdrawal, Unofficial) in a College course in the fall semester will only be permitted to enroll in a college elective for the spring semester after consulting with THHS counselors and College Preparatory Program staff.  If you lose the privilege to take a Queens College course, you will be programmed for a Townsend Harris elective.
· Students who have excessive absences without valid excuses, or cuts, during the fall semester will follow the same procedure.
· Students are required to give permission for the high school and parents to receive college course grades. 
·  At the end of the fall term, a student’s complete record of grades for that term, including grades for all Queens College courses, will be sent to the colleges to which the student is applying.

· At the end of the spring semester, a student’s complete record of grades for the senior year, including grades for all Queens College courses, will be sent to the college that the student is planning to attend.
· Grades in Queens College electives and seminars appear on students’ report cards.
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March 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student:

Please read the following statements and sign in the designated places.  The tear-off below must be completed

and returned to the Guidance Office, Room 312 no later than Thursday, March 31, 2011.
Seniors of Townsend Harris High School:

· are required to be present for all their Townsend Harris High School classes, Queens College classes and senior meetings.   

· are responsible for having their attendance recorded daily by signing the attendance sheet in the senior office before 11:00 a.m.  

· must be present on the campus or in the high school at the times designated on their programs.  

· are expected to remain in the high school or on the Queens College campus for the duration of their daily programs.  

· may participate in approved activities during free periods in the Townsend Harris building, the Queens College campus or off campus.  

· will travel between the high school, their Queens College activities and other approved off-campus activities unescorted by Townsend Harris High School or Department of Education personnel.

I give consent for my child to travel between Townsend Harris High School, Queens College and 
off-campus activities unescorted, on a regular basis for the school year, 2011-2012.

I agree not to hold the school or any of its employees, or the Department of Education or any of its

employees responsible for any expenses or injuries that my child may incur while engaged in out-of

school activities or traveling to these activities.  I understand that my child is responsible for his/her

behavior at all times.

---------------------------------------------------Tear Off ---------------------------------------------------------







March, 2011

I have read and understood the contents of the Bridge Year handbook.   

I give permission for the high school and/or my parent/guardian to receive college course grades.

_____________________________

__________________________________

Print Student’s Name 



Signature of Student
_____________________________

__________________________________
Print Name of Parent/Guardian

 
Signature of Parent/Guardian

 

Return to Guidance Office, Room 312 no later than Thursday, March 31, 2011.
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