Regular Council Meeting
January 13, 2008

                      2:00 p.m.

Mayor Raymond Zuehlke called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Zuehlke, Mayor Pro Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, J.W. Thiele, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    

Absent: 
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Public Works Director Jim Burch, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on January 9, 2009 @ 2:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on December 9, 2008 and the called meeting held on December 18, 2008 as presented.

Mayor Zuehlke welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.
Mayor Zuehlke made a special presentation to Julie Conley for her many hours of volunteer help on behalf of Main Street and the citizens of Clifton.

Mayor Zuehlke also thanked Walter Langston for serving as chairman of the Planning and Zoning from 2001-2007 and then for serving on the board for 2008.

Mayor Zuehlke announced on recommendation from the city’s attorney, Bobby Joe Conrad had not met all the conditions for the Council to move forward on the project. The replat will be referred back to the Planning and Zoning.
Leon Smith met with the Planning and Zoning and received the recommendation to reclassify office and office buildings from general business to local business. Mr. Smith is contemplating on relocating his business due to the air quality downtown. Some of the ordinances still in existence were written in 1930 and need to be reviewed due to changes, which includes this one. Most newspaper offices do not have printing presses on site, which could allow the offices to be located in the local business sections. Mayor Zuehlke recommends the approval. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to reclassify office and office building from general business to local business.
Paul Orwig, owner of MVP Livestock Supplements, LLC read a prepared statement to the Council regarding his business and his contributions to the community.  He described how the process works and that the main ingredient is sugar cane, which creates an odor when the molasses is boiled. MVP as spent in excess of $25,000 to install scrubbing equipment and a 50 ft exhaust stack that has greatly reduced the odor of the steam.
On Mayor Pro Tem Gloff’s request the enforcement of the nuisance ordinance relating to offensive or unpleasant odors in the air was placed on the agenda.  Mayor Pro Tem Gloff has had other complaints besides the ones from the Clifton Record and sometimes the odor is really strong.  Leon Smith stated a year ago he requested that the nuisance ordinance be enforced and the Council took no action to enforce the ordinance.  If he remembered correctly, the Council gave Mr. Orwig until February 14, 2008 to correct the problem before the abatement process would start. Mr. Smith was advised to contact the Police Dept., CEO or TCEQ regarding his complaints, from August to December of 2008, the odor impacted his staff twenty-seven times. Mr. Smith claims his employees are getting sick and they have concerns with what Mr. Orwig is actually emitting into the air. Alderman Burk asked Mr. Smith, who was the Mayor when Mr. Orwig approached the Council regarding his business, if he or the city staff contacted others who had this type of business in their city. Alderman Burk also suggested to Mr. Smith that he have the air tested inside his building, since him and his employees are the ones being most affected.  The Council discussed the complaints, TCEQ’s investigation, enforcement of ordinance, Orwig’s contact with CEO, improvements Mr. Orwig has completed and Alderman Volcansek’s experience at the Clifton Record. Mr. Smith asked if the city was going to enforce the ordinance or what were they suppose to do – just suffer?  Mayor Zuehlke stated the city would continue to work with Mr. Orwig through the CEO to remedy the issue. No action was taken.
An Thompson approached the Council regarding Sculpture Expo 2009. She was asking the Council to provide insurance for the statues at a cost of $429.00 and for help placing them around town. The artist will provide the base and bolt the sculpture down and a business will adopt and take care of it.  Mayor Zuehlke recommended the approval.  Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Thiele voted unanimously to purchase a rider on the TML insurance for the cost of $429.00 to cover the sculptures.
City Administrator McLean presented a resolution to renew the tax abatement guidelines for another two years. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to renew the tax abatement guidelines in Sec 80-83 of the city’s code of ordinances for two years until January 2011.

City Administrator McLean presented the solid waste contract amendment allowing the use of twenty-five cubic yard double axle trucks instead of the twenty cubic yard single axle trucks. It will reduce the wear and tear on the streets because the weight is distributed. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to amend the solid waste contract to use the twenty-five cubic yard double axle trucks.
Mayor Zuehlke and City Administrator McLean informed the Council that they would like to hold several workshops to get the truth out regarding the vote on the May ballot to join the Middle Trinity Ground Water District.
Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley presented a slate of names for the board of directors. They are as follows: Bridget Durham, Julie Simpson and Brenda Eubanks for a full term of three years.  Neelley also presented the slate of Main Street officers as follows: Julie Conley-Chairman, Cecil Peterson-Vice-chairman, Leanne Donner-Treasurer and Bridget Durham-Secretary.

Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve the slate of names as presented.
Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve the slate of officers as presented. 

Mayor Zuehlke stated there were two expired vacant seats on the Planning & Zoning board left from Walter Langston and Fred Volcansek and asked if anyone had a recommendation to fill the seats. Remaining members consist of: Rick Wimmer, Craig Wickman, Rodney Rueter, Tim Ernst and Alan Amundson. Alderman Thiele suggested Paul Mangum. No action was taken.
Mayor Zuehlke presented the order to call a joint election for the City and the Clifton ISD for the general election to be held May 9, 2009. The city will be electing a mayor and two council members. The city has contracted with the county to hold the election, early voting will be held in Meridian April 27th – May 5th. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to approve the call to order for the May 9th general election.
Mayor Zuehlke called a five minute break at 3:45.

Mayor Zuehlke called the meeting back to open session at 3:50.

Departmental Reports

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted to adjourn at 4:25 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
February 10, 2009

                       2:00 p.m.

Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, J.W. Thiele, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    

Absent: Mayor Raymond Zuehlke
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Public Works Director Jim Burch, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on February 6, 2009 @ 1:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on January 13, 2009.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff convened into executive session at 2:05 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.071 of the Texas Government Code to consult with city attorney.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff reconvened into open session at 2:40 with no action being taken.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff opened the public hearing regarding Bobby Joe Conrad’s request to replat property in the 2600 block of Oak Ridge.

City Administrator McLean stated in the last month there has been a lot of discussion regarding the property in the 2600 block of Oak Ridge.  City Administrator McLean asked Alderman Volcansek to speak regarding the item. Volcansek thanked both sides for cooperating and talking with him and Alderman Burk and to focus on the real issues involved.  The Council’s desire is to make a motion requiring a hydrological study based on impact to water in relationship to lots and area. The buyers (Bobby Joe Conrad and Jerry Cash) were asked and accepted to provide the study. At the same time the Council would request P & Z to review Chapter 77 of the code to create a variance for other issues discussed in the past. Homeowners in that area are focused on the drainage issue and all agree it needs to be addressed at this time. Jerry Cash stated they are considering the hydrological study, but have not agreed to do it. The discussion centered on having the study done, the impact of the two houses, P & Z responsibilities and other needed variances.  Wesley Lloyd of Naman Howell Smith & Lee, LLP, attorney for the homeowners, stated he was unclear what was going on, is there a motion to deny until the study in done and what other variances are to be granted. Chapter 77 is standard and there are a lot of important things in Chapter 77. The discussion centered on Chapter 77 and what variances would be granted (example a variance for india ink on linen paper), list of other issues, not just the water study and how much of the area should be included in the study.  Mike Rountree voiced his concern regarding how the water drainage along his property would change, along with the other  20-25 houses on the creek, but this is not his only issue. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff closed the public hearing.

Mr. Lloyd asked if the city was treating it as a sub-division or how. Alderman Volcansek referred to city’s attorney Phil Robertson who replied handling as a replat and sub-division.  Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to

1) City request a hydrological study for the two lots showing impact on area done by professional engineer and study taken to P & Z  

2) City request P & Z to review Chapter 77 and items that might require variances

3) Not approving replat until the study is completed, presented to P & Z and accepted.
Don Barron was not present to present the request to hold a tractor pull in the city park on August 15, 2009.

City Administrator McLean and Police Chief Adcock briefed the council on the Eye in the Sky and how we got there.  Chief Adcock had the idea to supplement the single police office on patrol with cameras from a grant. The application was not funded, but the idea took root and some local businesses donated $24,100 for the camera system. Cameras range from $300 to $10,000 and a lot of different options. The funds caused the Chief and City Administrator to step back and decide what they really wanted to accomplish and how it might change over the years. City Administrator McLean said he would like to write spec on the system and have companies bid. The request is to form a five member committee to handle the project.  Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve creating a small committee to write down what we want the camera system to do.

The EDC item amending Article XII: Dividends in the Article of Incorporation was tabled.

Police Chief Adcock presented the annual racial profiling report required by the Texas Code of Criminal Procedures Sec.2.132. 

Alderman Wimmer presented the following two names to fill the vacant seats on the Planning and Zoning Commission, Sheila Welch and Paul Mangum. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve Sheila Welch and Paul Mangum to serve a two year term on the P & Z.

Departmental Reports

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff called a five minute break at 3:40 p.m. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff called the meeting back to open session at 3:45 p.m.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff convened into executive session at 3:45 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code to discuss personnel.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gloff called the meeting into open session at 3:54 with no action being taken.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted to adjourn at 3:55 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
March 10, 2009

                      2:00 p.m.

Mayor Raymond Zuehlke called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Zuehlke, Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, and Rick Wimmer.    

Absent: J.W. Thiele, Leslie Burk and PWD Jim Burch

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Judge Alvin James and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on March 6, 2009 @ 10:00 a.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 10, 2009 with a date correction.

Mayor Zuehlke welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Don Barron presented the request to hold a tractor pull in the park on August 15th. The pull would start around 10:00 a.m. and finish before dark. The tractors that will be pulling are from the 1930’s, the sled comes out of Dublin and has liability insurance on it. Security was briefly discussed with Barron stating the only problem last year is a spectator was drunk, but this year the association has more time to get organized and keep tractors, spectators and the concession stand separated. Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to approve the request from Don Barron to hold a tractor pull in the park on August 15th starting at 10:00 a.m.

EDC Chairman Jerry Golden reported on the public hearing held and the progress on the Eye in the Sky camera system. In February the Council decided to create a task force to address unanswered questions on the camera system and currently the ask force is one short. Ollie Evinger read a letter supporting the system stating businesses gave $24,100 in a 24 hour period last June and there are still no cameras. Her questions are: Were the businesses heard? Can they expect the tax dollars generated by the businesses to benefit us? When can we expect action? If no action then either return the money so we can protect ourselves or give the police dept the necessary tools to do their job. City Administrator McLean provided the Council a hand out stating the process the task force will follow starting with describing the why, what, where and then assign a priority.  The task force will be filled and then start on the functional specs starter sheet.

Golden presented the proposal by the EDC Board to amend Article XII: Dividends in the EDC Articles of Incorporation. By resolution that the following be stricken from Article twelve, section (b) the Articles of Incorporation:

If, after the close of the fiscal year, the Board of Director, shall determine that sufficient provision has been made for the full payment to all current expenses, together with all amounts payable on the contracts, agreements, bonds, notes and other obligations of the Corporation, and that all the terms, provisions, and covenant therein have been met, than any net earnings derived from sources other than sales and use taxes collected for the amount of the Corporation pursuant to Section 4B of the Act thereafter accruing and lease payments received in connection with projects financed pursuant to Section 4B of the Act shall be paid to the City.

So that after deletion of the sentence will read:

(a) No dividend shall ever be paid by the Corporation and no part of its net earnings remaining after payment of its expenses and other obligations shall be distributed to or inure to the benefit of its directors or officers, or any individual, private firm, or private corporation or association, except in reasonable amounts for service rendered.

(b) All sales and use taxes collected for the account of the Corporation pursuant to Section 4B of the Act, and lease payments received in connection with projects financed pursuant to Section 4B of the Act will be used solely for the purpose permitted by Section 4B of the Act.

(c) If the Corporation ever should be dissolved when it has, or is entitled to, an interest in any funds or property of any kind, real, personal, or mixed, such funds or property or rights thereto shall not be transferred to private ownership, but shall be transferred and delivered to the City after contractual obligations including any contractual obligations granting rights of purchase of property or the Corporation.

After some discussion, Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090301 amending the Articles of Incorporation and authorizing the Mayor to execute and file the Articles of Amendment with the secretary of State reflecting the change.

Terri Neal with SC Services & Associates Inc, based in Florida, gave a presentation on their collection program which specializes in recovering debts owed to municipalities. Ms. Neal is the Texas account manager and informed the Council that the program was free to the city and they have a current 33% collection rate. Defendants pay the 30% collection fee and the firm carries a million dollar errors and omission policy. After the presentation Mayor Zuehlke asked Judge James his opinion of the program. Judge James stated the program is controlled by the code of criminal procedures and it seems to be a good program, plus it doesn’t cost the city anything. The court has around $105,253.00 in outstanding warrants just in Bosque County alone. Chief Adcock said we needed some follow up and the program sounded good especially since there is no cost to the city. After some discussion, Mayor Zuehlke asked Judge James to get with City Administrator McLean and Chief Adcock regarding the program.

Chris Blanton with the Clifton Volunteer Fire Department asked permission to sell BBQ and take donations at the intersection of Hwy 6 & Fm 219 on Saturday May 2nd. The department has their application for permit to solicit on file with the city and has been certified in traffic control by Chief Adcock. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve the Clifton Volunteer Fire Department’s request to sell BBQ and have a boot drop at the intersection of Fm 219 and Hwy 6 on May 2nd.

City Secretary Harvey presented the annual review and renewal for the investment policy along with the annual investment report. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to renew the investment policy and accept the annual investment report.

Mayor Zuehlke and Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley presented the certified retirement community and tourism, long term and marketing plans and actions and the city logo idea to the Council. Mayor Zuehlke suggested the original committee get back together and revisit the marketing plan and would like to see Main Street and the Chamber carry out the task.  Main Street Manager Neelley stated we need to know where we want to be in 1 year, 3 years and 5 years, how we intend to accomplish those goals and then provide what we market. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to give Main Street and the Chamber of Commerce the authority to reassemble the board and to develop marketing plans for Clifton.  Mayor Zuehlke said five years ago we were told we were sending mixed signals about Clifton and it was suggested that cities review their branding. Clifton is known as the Norwegian Capital of Texas and later so much more was added. Mayor Zuehlke is not suggesting we change the branding, just revisit it and make sure we are marketing Clifton the best we can.  After some discussion regarding the long term marketing plans and action, Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer to authorize a task force to work on developing a long term tourism and marketing plan to sell the city.  

Mayor Zuehlke opened the discussion regarding a capital improvements program – long term plan for financing large replacement and enhancement water, sewer, drainage, and street projects. The city has a drainage issue which creates potholes, before the streets are resurfaced; the water and sewer lines below need to be replaced. The budget cycle is about to begin and the council needs to start thinking about what projects they want to fund. The Glendenning Community Development Plan was discussed stating the streets had been driven and graded on their condition, along with where culverts and other drainage problems existed. Short term debt might consist of replacing the public works vehicles. The city needs to come up with projects and then prioritize the list. 

Bosque County Clerk Betty Outlaw requested Tuesday, April 28th and Monday, May 4th for the early voting in person from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 104 West Morgan in Meridian.  Section 85.005(d) of the code requires cities to be open two 12 hour days for early voting.  Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to approve April 28th and May 4th for early voting from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Departmental Reports

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted to adjourn at 4:02 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
April 14, 2009

                       2:00 p.m.

Mayor Raymond Zuehlke called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Zuehlke, Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, J.W. Thiele, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    

Absent: PWD Jim Burch

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Officer Robert McCumsey and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on April 9, 2009 @ 2:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on March 10, 2009 as presented.

Mayor Zuehlke welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Clifton ISD Athletic Director Shawn Bell requested permission to use the city owned area north of the swimming pool for a 57,460 sq. ft practice field for school and community activities.  Some of the organizations using the field will include CMS/CHS football and band, Pee-Wee football, soccer, baseball practice and P.E. classes. A letter of agreement with the county will need to be signed in compliance with the Government Code sec. 771.004(d). County Commissioner Jimmy Schmidt has agreed to perform the following services for the City of Clifton: provide manpower and equipment (motor grader, dump truck and loader) for the excavation of the field. The city will provide water, electricity and possible clean up. The area will need to be hydro-mulched and a sprinkler system installed which would be paid for by the Clifton ISD and/or Pee-Wee football. The CISD will maintain the field including mowing and any repairs.  Council discussed getting water and electricity to the area, how much water would be needed, scheduling events on the field and the liability insurance. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to grant the Clifton ISD the use of the area, maintain the field including mowing and any repairs plus scheduling the field.  

Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Thiele voted unanimously to grant An Thompson permission for temporary street closure of the 200 block of West 3rd Street from May 15th-May 18 for the Bosque Sculpture Expo and for temporary street closure of the 100 Block of North Avenue D on Saturday May 16th for the Expo.

Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to grant the Central Texas Fair Assn. permission for temporary street closure of 7th Street between the barns for the safety of the contestants and animals from Wednesday, June 2nd to Saturday, June 6th.

Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to grant the Chamber of Commerce permission for temporary street closure of Fm 219 between D and F for the Central Texas Fair and Rodeo parade to be held on June 5th at 6:00 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce presented the CY 08 Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) annual report to the Council.  Mayor Zuehlke stated submitting the report is a requirement for the Chamber to receive a portion of the revenue and that 25% goes to the Chamber, 25% goes to the city and the other 50% goes for expansion for a convention center.  City Administrator McLean reviewed the report and recommended acceptance. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to accept the CY HOT annual report as presented by the Chamber.

Chamber of Commerce presented the proposed budget for hotel/motel tax for CY 2009. The proposed budget totaled $10,517.00 and was reviewed by the Council. City Administrator McLean reviewed the item and stated all were eligible expenditures. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to accept the CY 09 proposed HOT budget as presented.

Alderman Wimmer informed the Council with the recent resignation of Rodney Rueter from the Planning & Zoning Commission, there was one unexpired term to fill and Clinton Albrecht had agreed to serve. Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to appoint Clinton Albrecht to fill Rodney Rueter’s unexpired term on the P & Z Commission.

City Administrator McLean presented Resolution # 090401 opposes the adoption of House Bill 4441 relating to the authority of the Railroad Commission of Texas to establish standards regarding certain pipelines and appurtenant facilities. The Council briefly discussed the background of the resolution and how it has effective other communities. City Administrator McLean recommended the passage of the resolution. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090401. 

City Administrator McLean presented modifications to the city employee policies manual consisting of: 

· Addition to sections: chain of command, license certification incentives, and antifraud policy

· Clarifying & corrections: categories of employment, call out, work schedule and reporting, sick leave and timeliness

· Assorted typos

Council briefly discussed the 15 days a year sick leave. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve the revisions to the city employee policies manual.

City Administrator McLean discussed creating an ordinance spelling out the responsibilities of the city and the property owner regarding sidewalks, gutter, repairs and replacement of curb and gutters.  The Council discussed easements along properties, maintenance of curb and gutters after installed, who are responsible for sidewalks downtown and grants that might help with city sidewalks. City Administrator McLean received a consensus of the Council to move forward on creating an ordinance to present to the Council at a later date.
Departmental Reports

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Volcansek voted to adjourn at 3:37 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
May 12, 2009

                      2:00 p.m.

Mayor Raymond Zuehlke called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Zuehlke, Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: J.W. Thiele 

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Public Works Director Jim Burch and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on May 8, 2009 @ 2:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on April 14, 2009 as presented.

Mayor Zuehlke welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Zuehlke presented the following election results for the canvass of votes. 

For Mayor 






Raymond Zuehlke 

252



Fred Volcansek 

349



with 9 people not voting for either.









For Council







Richard Spitzer
339

Joann Gloff

309

Jo Atkinson

294

An Thompson

152

with 126 under votes

Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to accept the results from the May 9th General Election showing Fred Volcansek winning the mayor’s seat and Richard Spitzer and Joann Gloff winning the two alderman seats.

Mayor Zuehlke scheduled a called meeting for Friday, May 15th at 1:00 p.m. to seat the newly elected mayor and alderman.

Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve temporary street closure of the 200 Block of South Avenue F and the 500 Block of West 7th Street for the First Baptist VBS on June 8th – 12th.
Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the Chamber of Commerce’s request to use the parking lot north of the armory for a street dance on August 15th in conjunction with the tractor pull in the park.

The Clifton Volunteer Fire Department requested a budget amendment for the cost/installation of an emergency generator which ran $6,000 over the budgeted amount of $9,000 in the ’08-’09 budget. After some discussion City Administrator McLean recommended that the extra $ 6,000 be put into next year’s budget to reimburse the fire department for the expense. There was a consensus to follow City Administrator McLean’s recommendation.

The Council discussed appointing a public health authority. The brief discussion covered requirements, possible help from the medical staff at the hospital, amount of time required to fill the position and how the city would benefit from having a public health authority. This will be addressed at a later meeting.

City Administrator McLean stated he had TNMP’s full rate request if anyone is interested in reviewing the paperwork. The request was filed with the Public Utilities Commission on March 31st.  City Administrator McLean will provide the Council with more details.

Alderman Wimmer stated that County Commissioner Jimmy Schmidt has started excavation on the practice field at Olsen Park and asked if the city could haul off the extra dirt if needed. The field will be receiving turf from the China Springs football field.  The decisions regarding the practice field was left for City Administrator McLean to decide. 

Police Chief Steve Adcock presented resolution # 090501 authorizing submission of the grant application for the JAG grant to the Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice Department, which would be used to purchase a police car. Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Mayor Pro Tem Gloff voted unanimously to approve the passage of resolution # 090501 authorizing the submission of the grant application for the JAG grant to purchase a police car.

The replacement of Chapter 77 was withdrawn from the agenda.

Departmental Reports

Mayor Zuehlke convened into executive session at 2:40 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 personnel of the Texas Government Code. 

Mayor Zuehlke reconvened into open session at 2:55 with no action being taken. 
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Volcansek, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted to adjourn at 2:55  p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
May 15, 2009

                      1:00 p.m.

Mayor Raymond Zuehlke called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Zuehlke, Mayor Pro-Tem Joann Gloff, Fred Volcansek, Leslie Burk, Rick Wimmer and new Alderman Richard Spitzer.    
Absent: J.W. Thiele 

Staff present: City Administrator Charles McLean, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Public Works Director Jim Burch and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on May 11, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.  

Mayor Pro Tem Gloff presented outgoing Mayor Raymond Zuehlke a plaque in appreciation for his dedication to the citizens.

Mayor Zuehlke issued the certificate of elections to Fred Volcansek, Richard Spitzer and Joann Gloff.

Statements of office were completed by Volcansek, Spitzer and Gloff.

City Secretary Harvey swore in Fred Volcansek as mayor. Mayor Volcansek swore Richard Spitzer and Joann Gloff in as alderman.

Mayor Volcansek asked for nominations for Mayor Pro Tem and Alderman Burk nominated J.W. Thiele. Council on a motion by Alderman Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Gloff voted unanimously to appoint J.W. Thiele as Mayor Pro Tem.
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted to adjourn at 1:15  p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
May 19, 2009

                      5:30 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Pro-Tem J. W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Leslie Burk, Rick Wimmer and Richard Spitzer.    
Absent: 

Staff present: Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on May 15, 2009 @ 3:00 p.m.  

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley presented resolution # 090502 authorizing application GO TEXAN hardworking Rural Community Awards Program. The resolution designates Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley as the official being the responsible party. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090502 authorizing application GO TEXAN hardworking Rural Community Awards Program.
Mayor Volcansek convened into executive session at 5:37.

Mayor Volcansek reconvened into open session at 5:56 with no action being taken.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted to adjourn at 5:56 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
May 26, 2009

                       7:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Pro-Tem J. W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Leslie Burk, Rick Wimmer and Richard Spitzer.    
Absent: 

Staff present: City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on May 22, 2009 @ 1:00 p.m.  

Chamber of Commerce Office Manager Desire Fastnacht presented the request to sell vendor spots behind the Little Alamo. Ms. Fasnacht stated she had received approval from Mayor Zuehlke outside a council meeting, but when was asked to present the item to the Council for approval. The spaces are located on city property and would bring more people to Clifton during the fair and rodeo. Council asked about the liability coverage, it would fall under the city’s policy. Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve the Chamber of Commerce’s request for vendors to set up behind the Little Alamo on June 5th & 6th for the Central Texas Fair and Rodeo.

Clifton Fundamental Baptist Church Pastor George Watson approached the Council requesting permission to use the park for a fish fry, baptism in the river, a speaker and a BBQ on Saturday. They are requesting to use the area across from the armory and if bad weather use of the armory. There will be around 30-40 people present.  Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the Clifton Fundamental Baptist Church’s request to use the park for a church event on May 29th & 30th.

Shirley Dahl and Barbara Beaudry presented the Nellie Pederson Civic Library’s request for additional funding of $5,000. The Texas Library System notified the library that they had not met the standards of the Library Systems Act for continued accreditation. Two measures can adversely affect our library’s membership and both are financial. The library must meet at least one of these standards to retain accreditation. A commitment of financial assistance by the City will enable the library to enter an appeal to the Library Systems Act Advisory Board for continued membership. The state has a number of requirements for accreditation, including two measures of local financial support or maintenance of effort (MOE). These include per capita expenditures and total local expenditures. State libraries must meet either the per capita or local expenditures standard. The library has previously qualified by meeting the total local expenditures standard, however, for the state fiscal year ending August 31, 2008 the state’s requirement changed and the library fell short of meeting the standard by $4,225.00. The loss of accreditation would result in a loss of benefits valued at $116,000 annually. At 7:20 Mayor Volcansek excused himself to attend an agenda item for the EDC and Mayor Pro Tem Thiele was conducting the meeting. After a brief discussion, Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to fund the $5,000 the Nellie Pederson Civic Library needs to appeal for loss of accreditation to the state.

Council discussed changing the time of the regular monthly council meeting to evening. After a brief discussion, Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to change the time of the regular monthly meetings to 6:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month and to schedule called meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
Mayor Pro Tem Thiele convened into executive session at 7:25 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code to discuss personnel.

Mayor Pro Tem Thiele reconvened into open session at 7:25:55 with no action being taken.

EDC Chairman Jerry Golden handed the Council his resignation off the EDC. Council accepted Mr. Golden resignation from EDC Chairman and the board.

Mayor Volcansek convened into executive session at 7:26 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code to discuss personnel.

Mayor Volcansek reconvened into open session at 7:56 p.m. with no action being taken.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted to adjourn at 7:56 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
June 9, 2009

                      6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk, and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: 

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on June 5, 2009 @ 4:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on May 12, 2009 with corrections, the called meeting held on May 15th as presented and the called meeting held on May 26th as presented.

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Volcansek presented a plaque to Walter Langston for serving on the P & Z as chairman and board member and for his time and dedication to the city and citizens over the many years.

Immanuel Lutheran Church member Denise Wise and Trinity Lutheran Church member Kelly Dryer addressed the Council on a temporary street closure between the two churches in the 200 block of North Avenue J. The closure would help assure the safety of the children during the joint day camp the week of June 22nd – 26th. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to grant Immanuel Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church permission for temporary street closure of the 200 Block of North Avenue J on June 22nd-26th for a day camp.

 City Administrator McLean reminded the Council of the collection agency based in Florida that gave a presentation several months ago to collect the city’s delinquent accounts. Robert Meyers from McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allen, our current tax attorneys, would like to also provide their service of collecting delinquent water accounts and court fines. The firm is locally based and has a collection rate of 20% on court fines and 15% on water accounts. Same as the other firm, 30% would be added to the delinquent accounts for the firm’s fees.  There would be no cost to the city for the service. City Administrator McLean recommended Meyer’s firm for the collection agency. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the contract to hire the firm of McCreary, Veselka, Bragg & Allen to collect past-due water and sewer bills and court fines.  Resolution # 090603 for fees was also approved, which is part of the main contract.

Chamber Director Brenda Herzog presented the Chamber’s request to have alcohol at the street dance on August 15th. The Chamber would purchase kegs of beer and sell tickets to give beer away inside a designated area. Arm bands would be used to control who is allowed to receive beer.  The Chamber had already talked with Chief Adcock regarding security at the dance. After a discussion regarding alcohol in the park, changing the location and the ordinance prohibiting alcohol 100 yards from the football field, Council took no action on the agenda item. 

Pedro Ramirez with the Optimist Club asked permission to use the softball field on Saturday, June 13th and Saturday, June 27th to host a men’s tournament.  It will be a round robin tournament with games being played around the clock with a maximum of 20 teams. The tournament will be ASA sanctioned with Domingo Diaz assigned as head umpire. The club is covered by liability for the tournament with all proceeds going to the Optimist Club. Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to grant the Clifton Optimist Club permission to use the city’s softball field on June 13th & 27th for a men’s round robin softball tournament.
City Administrator McLean presented the request from Scott Sonntag, owner of Santa Fe Express, to purchase  a strip of city owned property on the west side of his lot. Mr. Sonntag met with the Planning and Zoning Commission on May 19th and the commissioners voted to recommend to the Council to sell the subject property to Sonntag Oil and retain an easement for Clifton Moulding Corp. The Council discussed the square footage, cost of property, closing fees, utilities involved and Sonntag’s plan to pave the property. City Administrator McLean stated he would check the value on the tax roll and prorate to figure a price that includes closing cost.

Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to sell a portion of 100 block of South Avenue B to Sonntag Oil, retain all easement rights for utilities and to use the standard appraisal district value. 

Agenda item relating to the age limit to drive city owned fire trucks was tabled due to lack of information and no firefighter being present to explain. Mayor Volcansek stated he would talk to the Fire Deptment before the next meeting.

City Administrator McLean briefed the Council on Dr. Blanton volunteering to serve as the Public Health Authority for the city. Code Enforcement Office Phillips added there are a lot of advantages to having one, violations can be enforced stronger with someone in that position. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to appoint Dr. Blanton has the city’s public health officer.

Resolution # 090601 regarding TNMP supplemental application for a rate increase submitted to the Texas Public Utilities Commission was tabled.

The Council discussed the parking downtown and in the 300 Block of West 3rd Street. When two long bed pickups park across from each other, it leaves the street too narrow for two way traffic flow on 3rd.  Ideas discussed were “compact car’ parking, parallel parking or slanting the parking spaces more. When the trucks are parked on West 3rd, it is difficult to see the stop sign at the corner of 3rd & Ave D. Council discussed painting the word stop on West 3rd, raising the stop sign and painting a line along the backend of the parking space which cars have to park within.  After some discussion Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Mayor Protem voted unanimously to table the parking issues along 3rd Street by White Horse Station.

Council discussed decreasing the speed limit to 15 miles per hour in three downtown blocks due to safety factors. After a brief discussion Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to install 15 mile of hour speed limit signs in the 100 Block of South Ave D and the 100 & 200 Blocks of North Avenue D.

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley presented resolution # 0906032 authorizing application GO TEXAN Rural Community Hometown STARS program. The grant is in partnership with Texas Department of Agriculture to help offset the cost of promotional activities associated with marketing local tourism events. It is a matching grant which sponsorship money is generally used for matching. Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090602 authorizing the application GO TEXAN Rural Community Hometown STARS program.

Council briefly discussed updates to the Code of Ordinances, adding a section on butane, propane, and other liquefied petroleum gases. Discussion centered around location of tanks, shielding of tanks and filling from a solid surface, but not from city streets. Item was tabled for more information.

Helen Morris and David Anderson submitted their letter of resignation from the EDC Board. Nominations were tabled until a later meeting.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to accept Helen Morris and David Anderson’s letter of resignation from the EDC.

City Administrator McLean presented KSA Engineer’s agreement to provide the general services for the evaluation of sewer and street conditions on 7th, 9th and 13th Streets. Anticipated work items include:

a) evaluate the existing manholes to determine condition of manholes and lines

b) review and summarize any applicable sewer/street information from city’s 2006 comprehensive plan

c) calculate the required capacity of each sewer line based on current connections to the line and assume growth

d) estimate cost of replacing sewer lines & manholes for any line inadequate for use over 30–year period

e) summarize findings in a report signed/sealed by engineer for use by the city for funding

f) present findings to city staff

Street repair is a high priority and in the past money has been set aside for 3-5 years before a project is scheduled. There is government funding for pipes under the streets, but very little for streets.  KSA services will cost the city around $4,700, and could give the city a good opportunity to receive federal funding. Mayor Volcansek has talked with Commissioner Jimmy Schmidt regarding an interlocal agreement to help chip seal some streets. City Administrator McLean recommended hiring KSA. Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to hire the engineer firm of KSA to evaluate the sewer and street conditions on 7th, 9th & 13th Streets, study costing around $4,700.

Alderman Wimmer discussed the one year lease that the Clifton Youth Football Assn. has with the city for the use of the old football field and surrounding area. Several changes were recommended for the renewal of the agreement, a minimum of five yard perimeter around the field was added to the maintenance, electricity was added for the city to supply, copies of keys/combinations provided to city and the agreement renews automatically on October 1 of each year. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the agreement for use of the football field, irrigation system and field house with the Clifton Youth Football Assn. with the changes.
Departmental Reports

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Regular Council Meeting
August 11, 2009

                      6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: 
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, CEO Paul Phillips, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, Officer Kyle Williams and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on August 7, 2009 @ 2:00 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on July 14, 2009 as presented.

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Alderman Wimmer presented the Council with a letter of resignation from the Planning & Zoning Commission effective September 15th. Wimmer states in his letter that he would like to continue to serve the city on the Economic Development Corporation Board as the city’s representative.

Mayor Volcansek explained to the Council that when the new members of the EDC were appointed, we failed to set their terms.  Mayor Volcansek suggested that Jo Atkinson and Jason Beardon fill the unexpired terms of Fred Volcansek and David Anderson until September 30, 2009 and then extend their terms for another 2 years (September 30, 2011).  Kelly Sparkman and Robert Phillips would fill the unexpired terms of Jerry Golden and Helen Morris and serve until Sept 30, 2010. John Erickson and Mike Schmidt terms expire September 30, 2009 and will be discussed at the September council meeting. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to appoint Jo Atkinson and Jason Beardon to fill the unexpired terms of Fred Volcansek and David Anderson until September 30, 2009 and then extend their terms for another 2 years (September 30, 2011).

Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously for Kelly Sparkman and Robert Phillips to fill the unexpired terms of Jerry Golden and Helen Morris and serve until Sept 30, 2010.

Pat Rabe with Liberty National Life Insurance Company presented information regarding a $3,000 AD plan gift to the city and the employees for one year. After that time the policy would cost $10 a year if anyone was interested in keeping the policy. After a short discussion regarding the matter, Council asked for packets to be dropped off for staff review and the item be placed on the September agenda.

In the public comment section of the July meeting, Rosemarie Hudson requested a designated parking space downtown in front of where she lives. Council discussed how often is the space occupied, living downtown and what others do, setting precedence, how to enforce – write ticket/tow vehicle. After some discussion, there was a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff to grant Rosemarie Hudson’s request for a designated parking place downtown in front of where she lives. Alderman Wimmer, Alderman Spitzer and Alderwoman Gloff voted for the motion, while Alderman Burk and Mayor Protem Thiele voted against the motion. Motion carried. 

In the public comment section of the July meeting, Julie Shane requested a 4-way stop be installed at South Avenue J and 9th Street for the safety of the children. Council asked Chief Adcock for a recommendation. Adcock replied he had a concern of traffic backing up onto Fm 219 and causing more problems. There are a lot of intersections that need traffic control devices. In the future the Council would like the issue to go to the police department first for a recommendation. After a brief discussion the item died due to a lack of a motion.

Chief Adcock informed the Council that the city had received a letter from TxDoT concerning HB 55, “Cell phones use prohibited in school zones – fine up to $200.  A municipality that enforces this section shall post a sign that complies with standards described by this subsection at the entrance to each school crossing zone. The school shall be posted below the school speed limit sign. There is no cost to the city and TxDoT will install the signs on Hwy 6, Fm 219 and Fm 3220. Chief Adcock and Mayor Volcansek recommend the adoption. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to adopt HB 55 – and ask TxDoT to install the signs.

Agenda item F – discuss & take action regarding amendments to the dangerous dog ordinance was tabled.

Alderman Wimmer presented Chapter 77, which was recently modified by the P & Z.  Alderman Wimmer pointed out a few of the changes and stated it was a lot to review tonight.  He asked the Council to table the matter until the Council had a chance to review it. 

City Administrator McLean recommended the appointment of Debbie Kibler to calculate the 2009 tax rate for the City of Clifton. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to appoint Bosque County Tax Assessor/Collector Debbie Kibler to calculate the 2009 tax rate for the city.

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley presented the annual street closings for Fallfest on October 17th.  Neelley will get the businesses to sign off on the street closures and work with the Post Office on closing the drive thru for the event. Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve the street closure presented by Main Street on October 17th for Fallfest.

City Administrator McLean presented resolution # 90801 requesting the department heads have credit cards through 1st National Bank for purchases/hotel reservations. There will be a $1500 credit limit on each card with checks and balances in place for using the card. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to authorize the issue of credit cards to facilitate purchases of equipment and materials for city business and to facilitate the payment of travel related expenses.

City Administrator McLean handed out the budget briefly explained it and scheduled a workshop for Monday, August 24th at 6:00. 

Departmental Reports

Mayor Volcansek called the meeting into executive session at 7:45 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.072 of the Texas Government Code to discuss real estate.

Mayor Volcansek reconvened into open session at 8:40 with no action being taken.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
August 24, 2009

                      6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: Leslie Burk

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on August 21, 2009 @ 1:00 p.m.  

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

City Administrator McLean presented resolution # 90803 approving August 2009 version of the water conservation plan.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve resolution # 90803.

Mayor Volcansek excused himself from the meeting at which time Mayor Protem Thiele took charge.  Mayor Volcansek later returned to the meeting.

City Administrator McLean explained the budget and the department heads presented their “wish list”.

Council is to choose their top ten items to fund and get back with Charles before the September 8th regular meeting.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
September 2, 2009

                      7:30 a.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, and Leslie Burk.    
Absent: Rick Wimmer

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on August 28, 2009 @ 4:00 p.m. with the supplement to the agenda being posted on September 1, 2009 @ 5:00 p.m.
Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

City Administrator McLean presented information on state required posting for proposed tax increase notices and dates for posting and conducting public hearings. Council discussed that 25 million was frozen, where the city stands amongst other cities on tax rates, debt, water/sewer rates, and how much one penny would generate. City Administrator informed the Council on a visit from Pastor Jerry Smith with regards to the increase in number of citizens who need help paying utility bills and how the economy has affected Clifton.  City Administrator McLean recommended there be a zero increase in taxes for this year. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to publish the required notices showing a zero percent tax increase for 2009 property taxes. All present council members voted yes. 

City Administrator McLean presented information regarding a presentation given by Charlie Hodges of Hodges PR Services & Consulting at the EDC meeting. Hodges PR Services and Consulting will:

A: Work with community leaders, focus groups and citizens groups to find a branding identity that will be used 

      to market the city.

B: Help identify the marketing objects and points of emphasis to best promote activities in the city.

C: Develop ways, through news media, internet communications, social media programs, and publish stories

     which build identity and awareness of Clifton.

D: Promote the economic growth.

E: Provide alternate media programs including Facebook, Twitter, You tube and other alternative media.

F: Provide half day training to city and community leaders.

The main focus would be the branding identity. The firm would be on a $2,000 monthly retainer with a 6 month contract which could be paid out of the hotel/motel fund. By law the EDC can only fund 10% of tourism and currently that amount is paid to the Chamber, plus it would take at least 60 days for approval through EDC.  After some discussion regarding EDC funding it and staying within the law, funding with hotel/motel funds, and Main Street & Chamber co-chairing the project, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted to accept the proposal from Hodges PR Services and Consulting for a $2,000 retainer for 6 months to be paid for out of the hotel/motel funds with the Main Street and Chamber of Commerce co-chairing the project. Mayor Protem Thiele, Alderman Burk and Alderwoman Gloff voted yes, while Alderman Spitzer voted no and Alderman Wimmer was not present.

City Administrator McLean informed the Council on the recent water problems which started Monday night, August 31, 2009. The public works crew fixed a leak on a 6” main and the elevated tank was drained (150,000 gallons) leaving the hospital and Sunset Home without water pressure for eleven hours. Water was being used by the citizens as fast as the city could pump it into the tank. At 9:00 p.m. Mayor Volcansek declared a state of emergency and issued the first telephone notification message around 10:00 p.m. requesting citizens to stop using the water so the tank could “catch up”. There seemed to be no change therefore a mandatory message went out and then the water was turned off to the city to restore pressure to the hospital and Sunset Home. There are a number of things that need to be changed for the emergency notification system to properly work.  Staff will hold a meeting next week to identify those concerns and concerns with the water system and valves. Public Works Director Harvey suggested tapping into the 12” line behind the hospital to supply water to the hospital and Sunset Home. 
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

                     Regular Council Meeting
September 8, 2009

                       6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on September 4, 2009 @ 2:00 p.m.  

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on August 11, 2009 as presented, the called meeting held on August 24, 2009 with corrections and the called meeting held on September 2, 2009 as presented. 

Fran Walker presented resolution # 090901 authorizing application for GO TEXAS Rural Community Bootstrap Bucks Program. The $2,500 grant will help offset the cost of promotional activities associated with marketing local tourism. This application will assist the Bosque Sculpture Expo that will take place in Clifton May 14-16 in 2010. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090901 authorizing application for GO TEXAS Rural Community Bootstrap Bucks Program.

Kathy Hanlon requested the Mayor sign a proclamation for the Daughters of the American Revolution recognizing September 17th -23rd as Constitution Week and urge all citizens to reaffirm the ideas the framers of the Constitution had in 1787 vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through the guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be regained. This is to commemorate the two hundredth twenty second anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to sign a proclamation proclaiming September 17th-23rd Constitution Week.

Rick Wimmer submitted his letter of resignation from the P & Z Commission effective after the September 15th meeting and would like to continue serving the city on the EDC Board of Directors as the city’s representative. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to accept Rick Wimmer’s letter of resignation with regret and appreciation for all Rick has done.

Mayor Volcansek recommended Bernie Dutton to fill Rick Wimmer’s unexpired term until 2011. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to appoint Bernie Dutton to the P&Z Commission to fill the unexpired term of Rick Wimmer.

Alderman Wimmer stated city’s attorney Phil Robertson cleaned up and tightened up Chapter 77 regarding subdivisions, there is a major plat and a minor plat with the same process being followed for both. After a brief discussion, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to adopt Chapter 77 of the ordinances regarding subdivision.

Council discussed appointing an employee to administer the minor plat process of Chapter 77.  After a brief discussion Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve resolution # 090902 designating City Administrator Charles McLean to administer section 77-59, minor plat reviews process of the code of ordinances. 

City Administrator McLean recommended acceptance of the audit for fiscal year ‘07’-’08 as presented. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to accept the auditor’s report for financial statements for the year ended September 30, 2008. 

Peggy Berry emailed details requesting permission to place a metal western bench honoring the deceased classmates of 1968/1969 on the sidewalk in front of the Cliftex Theater. The bench is 6 ft long and 14 ½ inches wide, seats three people and in the center will have a cowboy kneeling beside his horse in front of a cross and the words “In Remembrance of out Departed Classmates”. After some discussion the Council decided more information needed to be provided. The item was tabled until the next meeting.

 Council discussed the two EDC seats expiring October 2009, which are currently held by John Erickson and Mike Schmidt. Alderman Wimmer would like to serve on the EDC as the city representative. After a brief discussion, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to re-appoint John Erickson and Mike Schmidt to serve another two years on the EDC until October 2011.

City Administrator McLean advised the Council that Pat Rabe’s request to offer city employees and citizens a one year insurance policy with Liberty National Life Insurance Company was a low risk offer. The company has an A+ rating and after the one year the policy could be renewed for $10 a year. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to make available to anyone wanting to participate a one year policy from Liberty National Life Insurance Company. 

Alderman Wimmer presented ordinance #090901 regulating the fencing material and tightening up the ordinance.  This ordinance addresses fencing around swimming pool including the air-up type in the summer time.  Ordinance was recommended by Alderman Wimmer along with the P & Z Commission. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve ordinance # 090901 prohibiting fencing not in compliance, regulating uses, requiring fences around pools and requiring permits. 

The dangerous dog ordinance was tabled city’s attorney Phil Robertson is searching and reviewing ordinances to fit the city’s need. 

Chief Adcock and the officers have been monitoring the school traffic pattern along South Avenue J and West 11th Street. The morning drop-off traffic seems to flow okay, the problem arises in the afternoon when students are all picked up at the same time. Chief Adcock presented several proposals:

1) Make from Alpha to West 13th one-way in the afternoons.

2) Not allow vehicles to turn cross over traffic.

3) Place barricades at Alpha and 11th not allowing entrance onto South Avenue J from those points. 

The Council discussed the presented options along with making South Avenue J one way from the school to Fm 219. After some discussion,  Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to change South Avenue J to a one way street from 13th to Fm 219 in the morning during drop-off time and in the afternoon during pick-up times during school days.  Signs will be placed designating that portion of South Avenue J a one-way street stating the times.

 City Administrator McLean updated the Council on the water emergency the end of August which caused the city to active the emergency telephone notification system sending out several messages to our citizens. It seems there were several problems: pumps not turning in the same direction, check values and fuses failing causing the pressure problems and simple just preventive maintenance. There were problems with passwords not working to activate the notification system, and multi-calls were sent.  Staff conducted a “lesson learned” meeting to help prepare for the next emergency. 

City Administrator McLean presented the Council with the department’s “wish lists” and asked that they contact him before September 15th.

Departmental reports. 

Mayor Volcansek called the meeting into executive session at 7:40 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code to discuss personnel. 

Mayor Volcansek reconvened the meeting into open session at 8:20 p.m. with no action being taken.
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 8:21 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
September 15, 2009

                      6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Rick Wimmer, Richard Spitzer, and Leslie Burk.    
Absent: Joann Gloff
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on September 11, 2009 @ 1:00 p.m. 
Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Volcansek opened the public hearing on the budget for fiscal year ’09-’10. There were no comments therefore the public hearing was closed and the Council moved to the budget workshop. With input from the Council, City Administrator McLean separated the items into different categories: include in the operating budget, add to budget, add to reserves and not funded.  Each item was reviewed for the final draft of the proposed budget. $400,000 was added to the budget off the wish lists.

Council discussed the placing of a bench honoring the deceased 1968-1969 classmates. Kim Prescher provided a letter giving Peggy Berry permission to place the bench in front of Leon’s Floor Covering. After a brief discussion, Council asked for a picture of the bench before approving it. Item was tabled until a picture could be provided. 

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 7:05 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

                     Regular Council Meeting
October 13, 2009

                       6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: 
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, CEO Paul Phillips and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on October 9, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. with the supplement being posted October 13, 2009 at 2:30 p.m.  

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on September 8, 2009 as presented.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the called meeting held on September 15, 2009 as presented.  

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Jo Atkinson was not present; therefore item 5a was moved to the November meeting.

Pedro Ramirez with the Optimist Club requested permission to use the armory for a haunted house and to have all fees waived.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to grant the Optimist Club permission to use the armory for their haunted house from October 23rd to November 1st and to waive all fees.  Mayor Volcansek stated how grateful we were to Pedro and the Optimist Club for their involvement in the community.

Kim Wageneck with the First United Methodist Church requested permission to take the preschool kids on a hayride on city streets during the harvest party the end of October.  The kids will be riding on a flatbed trailer with rails driven by Clint Tunnell. Ms. Wageneck provided the council with a route of the hayride which will stay within Avenue D and Avenue F between 7th and 13th Streets.  Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to grant permission to the First United Methodist Church for the preschool to have a hayride on city streets.

Don Holditch with Bosque County Shrine Club asked permission to conduct their Red Fez Day on November 13th & 14th at the corner of Hwy 6 and Fm 219. The Shriner’s have been trained by the Police Chief as stated in the ordinance. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to grant permission to the Bosque County Shrine Club to take donations at the intersection 
of Hwy 6 & Fm 219 on November 13th & 14th.
Mayor Volcansek opened the public hearing regarding the width between curb and gutter. City Administrator McLean gave several scenarios where the width of the street changed several time from start to finish. How wide does the city want to pave the street 36 ft or 48 ft? Staff is looking for guidance on the paving. Mayor Volcansek closed the public hearing.

Council discussed the width of the streets, what a normal traffic lane is, and who pays for the curb and gutter. Property owners pay for the installation of the curb and gutter and the city paves.  Council agreed the street should be paved from curb to curb. Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to continue with the current width of the street when paving and pave from curb to curb. 

EDC President Rick Douglas supplied the council written agenda items for approval. First one being the amendment to section 5.02 of the Corporation by-laws to permit funds in excess of those needed for operation of the corporation to be deposited in either TexPool or the depository bank of the City of Clifton at the discretion of the EDC Board. Current by-laws do not allow for TexPool investments. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the amendment to the by-laws allowing funds to be deposited in either the local depository or TexPool.

Second, an amendment to the EDC operating manual, page 24, to permit but not require funds in excess of these needed for EDC operations to be deposited in either TexPool or the city’s depository bank at the discretion of the EDC Board. Currently requires excess funds to be transferred to TexPool. Council on a motion by Councilwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve amendment to the operating manual allowing funds to be deposited in either the local depository or TexPool.

Third item is the approval of a contract for administrative support for the EDC with the Clifton Chamber of Commerce for 2009-2010. The contract for 2008-2009 was in the amount of $30,000 however, because EDC revenues are lower than previous years, the amount of this contract will be $25,000 for 2009-2010. Additionally the contract will be made more specific and items that are irrelevant to support from the Chamber for the EDC that have been included in previous contracts have been removed.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve the contract with the Chamber of Commerce for EDC support in the amount of $25,000 for 2009-2010.

Next is the contract for tourism support in an amount not to exceed $15,000 between the EDC and the Clifton Chamber of Commerce. This is the same form of contract that has been presented for your review and approval in previous years. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve the tourism contract between the EDC and the Chamber of Commerce in an amount not to exceed $15,000.

EDC discussed the public relations proposal from Charlie Hodges and have asked the city attorney for an additional opinion regarding the process to follow to consider and act on funding the contract with his firm. Mayor Volcansek stated the city council took on the funding so that we could move forward quicker with the intention of the EDC taking over the funding. The EDC is ready to assume the responsibility and leadership of the contract. Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously for the EDC to assume the responsibility of the public relations contract with Charlie Hodges.

The final item is a request for the EDC to create a goals and objective committee from board members who will prepare for consideration a list of specific, quantifiable goals that we hope to achieve and which will serve as backdrop against which funding requests and other activities of the EDC may be evaluated. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve the creation of a goals and objective committee. 

Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to accept Tim Ernst’s resignation from the Planning & Zoning Commission with regret.

Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to appoint Kathy Carpenter to fill the unexpired term of Tim Ernst on the P & Z. Carpenter’s term will expire on January 2011.

Brenda Herzog with the Chamber of Commerce presented the request to hold the annual lighted Christmas parade on the first Friday in December and to close the 100 block of North Avenue D on Saturday. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to grant the Chamber of Commerce permission to hold the annual Christmas parade on Friday, December 4th from 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Council on a motion from Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to close the 100 block of North Avenue D on Saturday, December 5th for Norwegian Country Christmas activities. 

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley requested a time change for the street closure on 3rd Street between Ave C and Ave D to 3:00 p.m. for Fallfest. The time change will allow more time to set the big tent up for entertainment. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to grant the time change to 3:00 p.m. requested by Main Street for Friday October 16th.

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley requested permission to ask Centex Waste Management for the $500 event sponsorship which is built into the city’s contract. The funds would be used for Fallfest. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve the $500 sponsorship funding for Fallfest from Centex Waste Management. 

Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley requested permission for street closure of the 100 & 200 blocks of North Avenue D for trick-or-treat with Main Street. The event will be held on Saturday, October 31st from 5:30 to 7:30.  Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the street closure of the 100 & 200 block of North Avenue D for trick-or-treat from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

City Administrator McLean presented resolution # 091001 that the city administrator take necessary action to pursue energy efficiency improvement programs funded by the energy efficiency and conservation block grants (EECBG) program. There are several options including solar panels and LED light bulbs and the decision will need to be made before October 30th. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve resolution # 091001. 

Council discussed nominations to the Bosque County Central Appraisal District Board of Directors. After some discussion, it was suggested to re-nominate Jim Canuteson, Larry Musselman and Mark Quinters who are currently on the board and are willing to serve again. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to nominate Jim Canuteson, Larry Musselman and Mark Quinters to the BCCAD Board of Directors.

Chief Adcock presented ordinance # 091001 dealing with vicious dogs. The ordinance has been approved by the city attorney and most of the ordinance is state law. Dogs are deemed vicious when they attack. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve ordinance # 091001 dealing with vicious dogs.

City Administrator McLean suggested tabling the item to remove all references to cats in the city ordinances. He will make the changes and place it on the November agenda.
Departmental reports. 

Mayor Volcansek called the meeting into executive session at 7:07 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code. 

Mayor Volcansek reconvened the meeting into open session at 7:48 p.m. with no action being taken.

The supplemental item to the agenda was discussed to retain Jeffrey Moore of Brown & Hofmeister L.L.P. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to grant permission to the Mayor to execute the engagement letter to retain the services of Jeffrey Moore of Brown & Hofmeister for EDC issues and open meetings. Alderman Spitzer abstained from voting.

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

                     Regular Council Meeting
November 10, 2009

                       6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: 
Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley, CEO Paul Phillips and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on November 6, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.   

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on October 13, 2009 with corrections.   

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Chairman John Erickson called the EDC meeting to order and determined that a quorum was present.

EDC members present were: John Erickson, Kelly Sparkman, Jo Atkinson, Robert Phillips, Jason Beardon and Mike Schmidt.

Charlie Hodges with Hodges PR Services showed a presentation regarding the submitted branding logos along with the video and suggested billboards. The branding logo for the City of Clifton’s will be a shape of Texas with a scrolling C coming from a star where Clifton is located with Clifton Texas under and a slogan on the side.  Several slogans presented were Multifascinating, The Jewel of Texas, Hometown Central Texas and The Gem of the Bosque. The group discussed each slogan and talked about copyrighting all of them. Each one had something to offer the city.  Charlie Hodges talked about the location of billboards along I-35 to draw people to Clifton. The group discussed the funding of the billboards (around $38,000) and how to get other organizations involved.  After a long discussion, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to authorize the moving forward on the billboards, but not to exceed 
$38,000 for funding.
The EDC adjourned the meeting.

Jo Atkinson approached the Council with the idea of displaying the words “In God We Trust” on the council chamber wall. Mayor Volcansek suggested maybe it could be used with the new city logo and asked Atkinson to look at prices; several had offered to do free work. Alderman Burk felt like taxpayers money should not be used for the sign. Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to approve the words “In God We Trust” to be added to the council chamber walls.

Brenda Herzog with the Chambers asked permission to park the Viking ship downtown in parking spaces during the Norwegian Country Christmas the first weekend in December. Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to approve the Chamber’s request to park the Viking ship on the street during the Norwegian Country Christmas.

City Administrator McLean presented the information on removing current references to impounding and processing cats in the animal ordinances. References to cats will be removed from the sections dealing with running at large, impoundment and disposition of impounded animals. Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to remove cats from the sections dealing with running at large, impoundment and disposition of impounded animals.

City Administrator McLean presented ordinance # 091101 adopting and enacting a new code for the city. In the past the city paid a company $23 a page to codify the ordinances. The ordinances are now on the web and they are being updated as approved. The web is the official version with a paper backup when needed. Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve ordinance # 091101 adopting and enacting a new code for the City of Clifton.

CEO Paul Phillips presented the P & Z recommended changes to parking ordinances 84.169 and 84.176.  The updated ordinances would cover streets and parts of streets and city property.  Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to accept the recommended changes to parking ordinances 84.169 & 84.176.

CEO Paul Phillips asked the Council for permission to evaluate the traffic signs in Clifton and to try and make them more uniform. Chief Adcock added that you could not install stop signs to control speeding. There is some confusion on who has the right of way at open intersections; it is the person who gets to the intersection first, not the person on the better street. The suggestion was to work a section of town at a time. The request is to do a study of the traffic signs and go from there. Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve doing a study on the traffic signs and then come up with a plan.

Chief Adcock presented the request to purchase a pickup for the code enforcement officer/ animal control officer for $3,500. It is a 2000 single cab pickup in great shape. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the purchase of a pickup for the code enforcement/animal control officer not to exceed $3,500 which is to be funded from the surplus property sale.

City Administrator McLean presented information on the grant application for solar voltaic power systems renewable energy projects. The solar panels would go on city hall, police dept and the water plant and the annual savings would be around $12,000. There will probably be few bidders and the panels will be no maintenance. Opening of the bids will be late November. 

Upon the resignation of Phil Robertson, as city attorney, City Administrator McLean presented the name of Charlie Olson for the city attorney. Mr. Olson has an office in Waco and has worked with the city before. He represents about 20 cities and is currently the City of Meridian’s attorney.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to retain the services of Charlie Olson as the city’s attorney.

No action was taken on the Conrad/Cash replat application. Bobby Joe Conrad asked what else he needed to do. The P & Z had approved it with conditions and he needs a list of what else he needs to meet. The Council wants to act on this matter and not allow the 30 day timeline to expire. There is a public hearing scheduled for November 12th to discuss the matter. It was decided for the City Administrator to review the P & Z minutes and talk with the chairman to help decide what else Mr. Conrad needed.
Departmental reports. 

There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
November 12, 2009

                      2:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Joann Gloff, Rick Wimmer, Richard Spitzer, and Leslie Burk.    
Absent: Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele
Staff present: City Administrator Charles McLean, Police Chief Steve Adcock, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on November 9, 2009 @ 1:45 p.m. 
Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Volcansek opened the public hearing on the Conrad/Cash replat application. Sheila Welch handed out a protest letter which she read aloud. The letter was signed by the following property owners: Ned & Sheila Welch, Ernest & Ann Erickson, Gayle & Patsy Squyres, Mike & Stefanie Rountree, Lee & Leanne Donner, Jason & Julie New and Ronnie & Marilyn Massey. They submitted the following for the Council’s review:

· Frontage for the proposed property too narrow.

· Spacing between houses too close.

· Spacing not consistent with the continuity of appearance and would negatively impact market value of properties.

· The addition of another house on lot 7 would add to the current severe water issues because of the velocity of the water and lack of proper water flow.

· The deed restrictions require construction of no more than one home per lot.

· Applicants have not complied with replatting requirements.

These property owners are opposed to the proposed splitting of this tract into two lots or the construction of two homes on this site and that some within 200 ft of the property did not receive letters.

Bobby Joe Conrad disagreed with the letter stating that half of the property owners that signed the letter were more than 200 ft from lot 7. Conrad started this process nearly a year ago with no variances being requested, just to split the property, which would be .515 acres per lot. It was approved by the P & Z with conditions. Conrad & Cash would appreciate the Council’s approval and submit to them a list of requirements.

Another letter was submitted dated January 2009 from Ned Welch to Bobby Joe Conrad and Jerry Cash offering to give them lot 11 in exchange for the west 50 ft or so of lot 7 in Oak Run. The 50 ft of lot 7 would then be conveyed to Lee Donner. There would be deed restrictions on the property. Alderman Spitzer addressed Ned Welch stating that Welch didn’t want the Conrads and Cashes to split the property, but he wanted to? Mr. Welch’s reply was the narrow frontage was the problem. Alderman Burk stated the Council really couldn’t approve the request until the P & Z conditions were met. Mayor Volcansek recommended that the item be tabled until the newly appointed city attorney had time to review the material and give a legal opinion on the matter. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to table the Conrad/Cash replat application.
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted to adjourn at 2:15 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

Called Council Meeting
November 16, 2009

                      6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Rick Wimmer, Richard Spitzer, and Leslie Burk.    
Absent: 
Staff present: City Administrator Charles McLean, and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on November 13, 2009 @ 3:30 p.m. 
Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

City Administrator McLean read a letter to the Council regarding the Conrad/Cash replat application. The Council has two options tonight: 1) approve with P & Z conditions from section 77-57 or 2) disapprove. From questions and a document that surfaced last week, there is at least one potential technical condition to be considered beyond those raised in the P & Z conditional approval. 

Issue #1 – lot 12 plat – We agree that the Council cannot approve a plat which we know conflicts with an 

                 existing plat.

Issue #2 – old plat vs as-built – the City will need surveyor/engineer expertise to investigate the problem of 

                 original plat versus as-built and advise.

Issue # 3 – alley in lot 12? – This concrete pavement is a private drive that was not shown on the original plat 

                 for addition 1, was illustrated on addition 2 plat as an adjacent feature but not within the boundaries 

                 of addition 2 nor labeled there as an alley.

Issue # 4 – no street frontage – Will be tackled along with #2, but it’s not in the critical path of the replat.

Therefore the Council has no choice tonight but to disapprove the plat (with respect), direct city staff to address the issues and inform the Conrads & Cashes of exactly the corrections required to complete their plat package; a) The Conrads and Cashes would be expected to resubmit their corrected replat package, which would be processed according to 77-57.

b) The corrected plat would be filed at the same time as a preliminary plat and a final plat to be considered concurrently by the P & Z and the Council.
After a short discussion, Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted unanimously to disapprove the Conrad/Cash replat application (with respect) and direct the City Administrator to address the issues and inform the Conrads & Cashes of exactly the corrections required to complete their plat package. 
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted to adjourn at 6:12 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

                     Regular Council Meeting
December 8, 2009

                       6:00 p.m.

Mayor Fred Volcansek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and determined that a quorum was present.

Council present: Mayor Volcansek, Mayor Protem J.W. Thiele, Joann Gloff, Richard Spitzer, Leslie Burk and Rick Wimmer.    
Absent: Main Street Manager Damaris Neelley

Staff present:  City Administrator Charles McLean, Director of Public Works Robin Harvey, Police Chief Steve Adcock, CEO Paul Phillips and City Secretary Pamela Harvey. 

City Secretary Harvey verified the agenda was posted on December 4, 2009 at 4:00 p.m.   

After a review of the prior minutes, Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderman Spitzer voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on November 10, 2009, called meeting held November 12, 2009 and called meeting held November 16, 2009 as presented.   

Mayor Volcansek welcomed the visitors and asked for comments. There were no comments.

Mayor Volcansek read an email from the Consul General of Norway Lasse Seim thanking Clifton for the warm reception they received during the Norwegian Country Christmas. They had a wonderful time and the experience fully lived up to their expectations.

The following are proposed 2010 Clifton Main Street Board of Directors.

Nominated board members - Tom Byrd, Stacey Brooks, Ross Argo, Jeananne Smith. Nominated board officers consist of Chairman – Tom Byrd, Vice-chair – Julie Conley, Secretary – Juli Simpson and Treasurer – Nelda Kettler. The 2010 present board members include – Julie Conley, Bridgett Durham, Michael Rountree, Juli Simpson, Nelda Kettler, Brenda Eubanks and Tom Byrd. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderman Burk voted unanimously to approve the 2010 Main Street Board Directors as presented.

Mayor Volcansek opened the public hearing regarding the proposed rezoning request for block 1, W.J. Krueger # 1 from zone R-1 to R-2 in order to build adjoining townhomes on lots 7 & 8.

Local real estate broker and builder Clay Cockrell presented information on the townhomes, but nothing has been finalized, he was waiting for approval before putting a lot of money into the project. The Council had received a letter from Kenneth Kruse with several concerns regarding the project. Kathleen Kruse submitted a petition containing 32 signatures showing support of NOT granting a zone change. Kathleen Kruse spoke against the project regarding narrow setbacks, Krueger Street being narrow, impact for utilities and questioned why the city crew scraped the street. Kenneth Kruse addressed the Council with several issues, but also stated that he had not expressed opposition to multi-family housing, that is another issue. He did express dismay at the way this has been handled administratively, and was taking the position that this is not the highest and best use for this land even though it is vacant and has never been built on. After some discussion, Council agreed to have P & Z look into ordinance 93 and make sure an application is required and the process is followed. At this point there is no application pending approval. Kenneth Kruse volunteered to assist on working on the guidelines.

Mayor Volcansek closed the public hearing.

Ken Rieves gave a presentation on Air Evac Lifeteam. AEL is an air ambulance company which was founded in 1985. It offers paid memberships to individuals and families, which would be added to the individual’s water bill. They are based out of Glen Rose and West and have a response time of about 15 minutes. 

 Mayor Volcansek informed the Council that on November 17th Judge Word called saying Clifton needed to have an urgent meeting regarding the ambulance service, currently they have $12,000 in the bank and could not afford the rent and utilities so they are thinking of moving the ambulance from Clifton to Meridian. The Council has supported North Bosque, but no one has approached the city with any problem. Last time the city and North Bosque EMS talked, they were going to supply the city with a financial report and with at least one board member, which has not happened. In December Michelle Slaughter and Bill Murdoch were added to the board. Clifton is willing to cooperate and work with the ambulance service to keep one here. There is talk of the county building a place for the ambulance on county property located on South Avenue D. After some discussion everyone agreed the ambulance service needed to stay here in Clifton and that the city could pay up to $1,500 monthly for 6 months for rent and utilities. Mayor Volcansek stated there needs to be an Emergency Service District created and he was willing to discuss the matter with the local fire department.  Council on a motion by Mayor Protem Thiele, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to move forward on supporting the ambulance for 6 months by paying rent and utilities up to $1,500 monthly.

Council took a five minute break while the bid envelopes were being opened. Mayor Volcansek opened nine sealed bids for the surplus equipment.  The following were submitted as the highest bid:

CAT 416 backhoe 

$ 8,126.00

Jerry Godby

CAT wheel loader

$ 8,526.00

Jerry Godby

Lathe Vac


$    156.00

Jimmy Burch

Boom truck


$    200.00

Brent Powers

Cushman turf-truckster
$    375.00

F & R Company

F150 pickup


$    500.00

F & R Company

Brush truck


$    500.00

F & R Company

Ford F7000


$    127.50

J. D. Godby

Gooseneck trailer

$ 1,000.00

Omar Garcia

Council on a motion by Alderwoman Gloff, 2nd by Alderman Wimmer voted unanimously to accept and award the bids to the above bidders. 

Dee Smith with Senator Kip Averitt’s office presented the Mayor with a special Texas Senate Commendation in recognition and celebration of the GO TEXAN Award, along with a Texas flag that flew over the capital. 

Boy Scout Leader Justin Tergerson approached the Council on allowing the Boy Scouts to camp, fish and canoe at the reservoir. This was the first request to use the reservoir, the Council asked about insurance, time frame of event and decided to draw up a policy and legal release. No action was taken at this meeting.

The following names were presented for a park advisory board: Clay Cockrell, Craig Cockrell, Candi Adcock, Phillip Ramirez, Les Davis, Susanne Tomlin, LaDonna Brice and Jim Bollinger. No length of term was discussed for the members. Council on a motion by Alderman Burk, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to approve the slate of names presented for the parks advisory board.

City Administrator McLean informed the Council that a surveyor was called for two projects, 1) the right-of-way versus actual property line on Oak Ridge and 2) complete survey of 13th Street from top to bottom for right-of-way and property line. Council discussed surveying the Herman Foust lot located north of the Conrad/Cash property in Oak Run. Sheila Welch suggested that the city not get involved and only worry about the easements. It was tabled to survey Oak Run until the city attorney could be contacted. No action was taken.

City Administrator McLean needed more time on the building permit fees.

City Administrator McLean recommended the Clifton Record for the official newspaper for 2010. Council on a motion by Alderman Wimmer, 2nd by Alderwoman Gloff voted unanimously to appoint the Clifton Record as the official newspaper for 2010.

It was agreed to have the city’s Christmas open house on December 22, 2009 at 12:00. 
Departmental reports. 

Mayor Volcansek convened the meeting into executive session at 7:35 p.m. pursuant to Chapter 551.074 of the Texas Government Code to discuss personnel.

Mayor Volcansek reconvened into open session at 8:04 p.m. with no action being taken.
There being no further business, Council on a motion by Alderman Spitzer, 2nd by Mayor Protem Thiele voted to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.
____________________________________







Mayor

__________________________
City Secretary

