TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 16, 2011

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Parker, Schultz, Martel, Tomlinson and Windiate

Absent:  None

Audience:  +/- 18

1. Meeting convened at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

2. Motion by Tomlinson to approve Minutes of July 19, 2011 as prepared was seconded and passed 5-0.  Motion by Schultz to approve Minutes of August 4, 2011 Special Meeting as prepared was seconded and passed 4-0 with Tomlinson abstaining from the vote.

3. Announcements:  1. The Hazardous Waste pick-up is scheduled for August 27 from 8- 11 AM at the old township hall parking lot.  No reservations are necessary.  2.  Money was budgeted for the 2011 Phragmites Treatment program.  If we don’t have a team to walk the beach, we will look at the previous locations for necessary treatment.  3.  The Fire Chief will discuss the Grant received from the GT Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians later in the evening.  4.  Reminder the Planning Commission will be holding a workshop here on August 23rd at 7:00 PM to discuss Village Zoning.  All are invited to attend.
4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve the Agenda Content was seconded and passed 5-0.

5. Citizen Commentary:  1. Sheriff Bean was present with statistics and photo of Torchfest 2011.  Through a co-operative effort with Kalkaska County, Michigan State Police and DNR, patrols were increased during the July 4th weekend at the sandbar.  Improvements they hope to make for next year include working on the trash problem, perhaps with some type of floating trash containers.  2. Keith Termaat from Milton Township Neighbors addressed the meeting, voicing their concerns over human septage disposal at six sites in Antrim County.  As outlined in the handout, their recommendations include the 3 townships uniting in the effort to ban land disposal of human waste; requiring waste be treated before disposal, and inspection of 1895-1977 era failing septic systems first.  Parker asked for clarification that this was, in fact, injection and not literal dumping and that this was not raw sewage.  For more information, the handout is available in the township office.  Also mentioned, any donations for water testing would be greatly appreciated.
6. Motion by Tomlinson to approve Consent agenda, with A and F removed, was seconded and passed 5-0.  After discussion of cable bill, Motion by Tomlinson to approve A was seconded and passed 5-0.  As item F was not our township report, it was removed.

7. A.  Martel had nothing to report from the County Planning Commission.  B.  Tomlinson reported the PC was working on Village Maps and preparing for the workshop next week.

8. Discussion/Action:  A. Motion by Martel to authorize the Township Fire Chief to use the $4,419 grant money for the improvement of the emergency fire boat and equipment was seconded and passed 5-0.  B.  Motion by Tomlinson to approve the EMS Director’s recommendation to hire Jesse Lane for EMT, pending normal background checks was seconded and passed 5-0.  C.  Motion by Tomlinson to re-approve Chapter XVIII Site Plan Review of the Zoning Ordinance was passed 5-0 roll call vote.  D.  Motion by Schultz to approve Melinda Murdoch to replace Audra Randall, who has resigned, on the Torch Bay Nature Preserve Board was seconded and passed 5-0.  E.  Bids for the cemetery fencing project were opened on August 12th.  Parker had a handout detailing the bids.  No formal action was taken at this time as Parker would like time to check out references.  F.  Motion by Tomlinson to hire Beckett & Rader to prepare a conceptual plan which incorporates renovations and improvement for the Bill Good Day Park and prepare a grant application for submittal to the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) was seconded and passed 5-0.  G.  Motion by Schultz to approve Point & Pay for final township credit card provider was seconded and passed 5-0.
9. Board Commentary:  Windiate asked for approval to renew subscription to MTA News.  Also suggested the hours for the day park should be amended to show close of the park at dusk rather than 11:00 PM.  It was recommended we see what is posted at the day park.  We should also post rules for parking vehicles and trailers at the park.  Martel had concerns about Torchfest.  It seems it’s a county problem and is inappropriate over use of the water.  We need to worry about a potential problem at our own end of the lake.  

10. Ellen Frohriep thanked Keith Termaat for coming today.  What he did for her property was phenomenal.  Lois Eaton was worried about a gate at the cemetery and Parker’s response was that we weren’t going to have a gate.  Ron Frohriep asked whether the township received any revenue from the gas wells being drilled on Creswell road.  No, we don’t.  We have no control over what is called by the state “essential services”.  Ellen Frohriep also asked about compression systems being noisy.  Yes, they are, and are also covered under essential services.

11. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:54 PM.

These minutes are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Kathy S. Windiate

Township Clerk

