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细节理解类
Passage 1(2009年广东，A)
Lisa was running late. Lisa, 25, had a lot to do at work, plus visitors on the way: her parents were coming in for Thanksgiving from her hometown. But as she hurried down the subway stairs, she started to feel uncomfortably warm. By the time she got to the platform，Lisa felt weak and tired — maybe it hadn’t been a good idea to give blood the night before, she thought. She rested herself against a post close to the tracks.

Several yards away, Frank ,43, and his girlfriend, Jennifer，found a spot close to where the front of the train would stop. They were deep in discussion about a house they were thinking of buying.

But when he heard the scream, followed by someone yelling，“Oh, my God, she fell in！”Frank didn’t hesitate. He jumped down to the tracks and ran some 40 feet toward the body lying on the rails. “No ! Not you ! ”his girlfriend screamed after him.

She was right to be alarmed. By the time Frank reached Lisa，he could feel the tracks shaking and see the light coming. The train was about 20 seconds from the station.

It was hard to lift her. She was just out. But he managed to raise her the four feet to the platform so that bystanders could hold her by the arms and drag her away from the edge. That was where Lisa briefly regained consciousness，felt herself being pulled along the ground，and saw someone else holding her purse.

Lisa thought she’d been robbed. A woman held her hand and a man gave his shirt to help stop the blood pouring from her head. And she tried to talk but she couldn’t，and that was when she realized how much pain she was in.

Police and fire officials soon arrived, and Frank told the story to an officer. Jennifer said her boyfriend was calm on their 40minute train ride downtown—just as he had been seconds after the rescue，which made her think about her reaction at the time. “I saw the train coming and I was thinking he was going to die，” she explained.

[语篇解读]　本文讲述了Frank在地铁站，冒着被列车轧死的危险救助了因身体虚弱而失去知觉的Lisa的经过。
1．What was the most probable cause for Lisa’s weakness?

A. She had run a long way.

B. She felt hot in the subway.

C. She had done a lot of work.

D. She had donated blood the night before.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第一段“...it hadn’t been a good idea to give blood...”可知，Lisa怀疑自己虚弱的原因是因为献血了。

[答案]　D

2．Why did Jennifer try to stop her boyfriend?

A. Because they would miss their train.

B. Because he didn’t see the train coming.

C. Because she was sure Lisa was hard to lift.

D. Because she was afraid the train would kill him.

[解析]　事实细节题。从最后一段“...I was thinking he was going to die.”可知，Frank的女友担心Frank会被列车轧死。

[答案]　D

3．How did Frank save Lisa?

A. By lifting her to the platform.

B. By helping her rise to her feet.

C. By pulling her along the ground.

D. By dragging her away from the edge.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第五段“...he managed to raise her the four feet to the platform...”可知，Frank把Lisa抱到了站台边。

[答案]　A

4．When did Lisa become conscious again?

A. When the train was leaving.

B. After she was back on the platform.

C. After the police and fire officials came.

D. When a man was cleaning the blood from her head.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第五段“...felt herself being pulled along the ground...”可知，Lisa是在被抱到站台上后才恢复了知觉。

[答案]　B

5. The passage is intended to________.

A. warn us of the danger in the subway

B. show us how to save people in the subway

C. tell us about a subway rescue

D. report a traffic accident

[解析]　主旨大意题。全文讲述了Lisa在地铁站因晕倒而差点遇险，不过幸而得到Frank及时相救的故事。

[答案]　C

Passage 2(2009年宁夏·海南，全国Ⅰ，B)
Computer programmer David Jones earns ￡ 35,000 a year designing new computer games，yet he cannot find a bank ready to let him have a credit card(信用卡). Instead，he has been told to wait another two years，until he is 18. The 16yearold works for a small firm in Liverpool, where the problem of most young people of his age is finding a job. David’s firm releases (推出) two new games for the fast growing computer market each month.

But David’s biggest headache is what to do with his money. Even though he earns a lot, he cannot drive a car, take out a mortgage (抵押贷款), or get credit cars. David got his job with the Liverpool-based company four months ago, a year after leaving school with six O-levels and working for a time in a computer shop. “I got the job because the people who run the firm knew I had already written some programs, ”he said. David spends some of his money on records and clothes, and gives his mother 50 pounds a week. But most of his spare time is spent working.

“Unfortunately, computing was not part of our studies at school，”he said. “But I had been studying it in books and magazines for four years in my spare time. I knew what I wanted to do and never considered staying on at school. Most people in this business are fairly young, anyway. ”David added：“I would like to earn a million and I suppose early retirement (退休)is a possibility. You never know when the market might disappear.”
[语篇解读]　本文介绍了16岁的大卫参加了工作以及其所遇到的困难。
1. In what way is David different from people of his age?

A. He often goes out with friends.

B. He lives with his mother.

C. He has a handsome income.

D. He graduated with six O-levels.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第一段第一句，可知他有可观的收入。

[答案]　C

2. What is one of the problems that David is facing now?

A. He is too young to get a credit card.

B. He has no time to learn driving.

C. He has very little spare time.

D. He will soon lose his job.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第一段第一句中．..yet he cannot find a bank ready to let him have a credit card.可知他太小了而不能从银行办理信用卡。

[答案]　A

3. Why was David able to get the job in the company?

A. He had done well in all his exams.

B. He had written some computer programs.

C. He was good at playing computer games.

D. He had learnt to use computers at school.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第二段第四句I got the job because the people who run the firm knew I had already written some programs...可知B项正确。

[答案]　B

4. Why did David decide to leave school and start working?

A. He received lots of job offers.

B. He was eager to help his mother.

C. He lost interest in school studies.

D. He wanted to earn his own living.

[解析]　推理判断题。根据最后一段Unfortunately，computing was not part of our studies at school...I knew what I wanted to do and never considered staying on at school.可推出此题应选C。

[答案]　C

Passage 3(2009年山东，B)
“In only six days I lost seven pounds of weight.”
“Two full inches in the first three days ！”
These are the kinds of statements used in magazine, newspaper，radio and television ads, promising new shapes and new looks to those who buy the medicine or the device. The promoters of such products say they can shape the legs, slim the face, smooth wrinkles，or in some other way add to beauty or desirability.

Often such products are nothing more than money-making things for their promoters. The results they produce are questionable, and some are dangerous to health.

To understand how these products can be legally promoted to the public，it is necessary to understand something of the laws covering their regulation. If the product is a drug, FDA ( Food and Drug Administration) can require proof(证明) under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act that it is safe and effective before it is put on the market. But if the product is a device，FDA has no authority to require pre-marketing proof of safety or effectiveness. If a product already on the market is a danger to health, FDA can request the producer or distributor to remove it from the market voluntarily, or it can take legal action, including seizure (查封) of the product.

One notable case a few years ago involved an electrical device called the Relaxacisor, which had been sold for reducing the waistline. The Relaxacisor produced electrical shocks to the body through contact pads. FDA took legal action against the distributor to stop the sale of the devices on the grounds that it was dangerous to health and life.

Obviously, most of the devices on the market have never been the subject of court proceedings(法律诉讼), and new devices appear continually. Before buying, it is up to judge the consumer to judge the safety or effectiveness of such items.

[语篇解读]　一些所谓的塑身、健美、美容的商品广告，商家和促销商仅仅是为了挣钱，而实际的结果令人怀疑，有些还有害于健康。事实证明，许多投放在市场上的医疗设备并不受法律约束，在购买前消费者要自己判断它们的安全和效果。
1. It can be inferred that the ads mentioned in the text are________.

A. objective　　　　　　　

B. costly

C. unreliable  



D. illegal

[解析]　推理判断题。由第四段可知，促销商仅仅为了赚钱，而这些产品的效果令人怀疑。

[答案]　C

2. Which of the following is true according to the text?

A．The court is in charge of removing dangerous products.

B. New products are more likely to be questionable.

C. The production of a device must be approved by FDA.

D. The promoters usually just care about profits.

[解析]　事实细节题。由第四段第一句可知，促销商仅仅为了赚钱。

[答案]　D

3. FDA can ask for the proof of safety and effectiveness of a product________.

A. if it is a drug

B. if it is a device

C. if its consumers make complaints

D. if its distributors challenge FDA’s authority

[解析]　事实细节题。由第五段的第二句可知。

[答案]　A

4. The Relaxacisor is mentioned as________.

A. a product which was designed to produce electricity

B. a product whose distributor was involved in a legal case

C. a successful advertisement of a beauty product

D. an example of a quality beauty product

[解析]　事实细节题。由第六段可知，Relaxacisor是一种有害于身体的医疗设备，并因此引发了一个案件。

[答案]　B

5. The author intends to ________.

A. make consumers aware of the promoters’ false promises

B. show the weakness of the law on product safety

C. give advice on how to keep young and beautiful

D. introduce the organization of FDA

[解析]　推理判断题。综观全文，作者的目的是想让消费者意识到广告的虚假承诺。

[答案]　A

Passage 4 (2009年江苏，C)
Transport Guide

The Brisbane City Council (BCC) is responsible for bus and ferry services within the city limits and suburbs. Most buses will either arrive at the city or an interchange where connecting buses can be caught. BCC buses operate from 5∶30 am to 11∶00 pm Monday to Thursday and 5∶30 am to 12∶00 am on Fridays. On weekends and public holidays buses operate less frequently. Pre-paid bus tickets can be purchased from the QUT (Queensland University of Technology) bookshop, the campus news agency, most other news agencies and general stores，and any BCC Customer Service Center. Short-term students at QUT cannot use their ID cards to gain a discount fare on BCC public transport. You will need to buy an adult ticket to travel. Bus fares are dependent on the number of zones you have to travel. There are several types of tickets.

	Zone
	Cost ( AUD )

	
	Single
	Daily
	Off-peak Daily
	Ten trip Saver
	Weekly
	Monthly

	1
	2.50
	4.20
	3.50
	16.80
	16.80
	67.20

	2
	2.90
	5.00
	4.10
	20.00
	20.00
	80.00

	3
	3.30
	5.80
	4.70
	23.20
	23.20
	92.80


Single：one way ticket to reach your destination, including transfers within 2 hours.

Daily：unlimited travel within the zones.

Off-peak Daily：discounted unlimited travel between 9∶00 am and 3∶30 pm and after 7∶00 pm Monday to Friday，and all day on weekends and public holidays.

Weekly: unlimited travel within the zones for one week from the date of issue.

Monthly：unlimited travel within the zones for one calendar month from the date of issue.

Ten-trip Saver: 10 trips at any time within the zones on buses and ferries only.

Transport routes, timetables and fare information are available from：

Public Transport Information Centre

69 Ann Street( corner of George St)

Brisbane City

Phone 13 12 30( Transport Information Service)

[语篇解读]　本文是一篇应用文体裁的文章，主要介绍几种交通方式。
1. The transport guide above is most likely provided by ________.

A. Public Transport Information Centre

B. the Brishane City Council

C. Queensland University of Technology

D. BCC Customer Service Centres

[解析]　事实细节题。根据文章第一段，得知本文交通指南是由Queensland University of Technology提供的，所以答案为C。

[答案]　C

2. We can learn from the passage that________.

A. buses are scheduled as usual on weekends and public holidays

B. regular students at QUT need to buy adult tickets

C. prepaid tickets can be bought from the Public Transport Information Centre

D. Ten trip Savers can be used at off-peak time

[解析]　事实细节题。根据文章中的“Ten-trip Saver：10 trips at any time within the zones on buses and ferries only，”得知，Ten-trip Savers可用于任何时间。所以答案为D。

[答案]　D

3. An exchange student staying at QUT for five days has to travel between zones every day. What type of ticket would he probably buy?

A. Single.  




B. Weekly.

C. Off-peak Daily.  


D. Ten-trip Saver.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据文章第五段“Weekly：unlimited travel within the zones for one week from the date of issue.”得知，在一周内可用Weekly。所以答案为B。

[答案]　B

主旨大意类
Passage 5(2009年全国Ⅱ，A)
I know what you’re thinking: pizza (比萨饼)? For breakfast? But the truth is that you can have last night’s leftovers in the a. m. if you want to.

I know lots of women who skip breakfast(不吃早餐), and they have a ton of different excuses for doing it. Some say they don’t have time, others think they’re saving calories (卡路里) , still others just don’t like breakfast food.

But the bottom line is that eating in the morning is very important when you’re trying to lose weight. “Eating just about anything from 300 to 400 calories would be better than nothing at all，” says Katherine Brooking, R. D. , who developed the super-easy eating plan for this year’s “SELF CHALLENGE”. And even pizza can be healthy if it’s loaded with vegetables，and you stick to one small piece.

Breakfast is one meal I never miss, and the same goes for most weight loss success stories. Research shows that eating breakfast keeps you from overeating later in the day. Researchers at the University of Southern California found that breakfast skippers have a bigger chance of gaining weight than those who regularly have a morning meal.

So eat something in the morning, anything. I know plenty of friends who end up having no breakfast altogether，and have just coffee or orange juice. I say，try heating up last night’s leftovers—it may sound crazy, but if it works for you, do it! I find if I tell myself，“You can always eat it tomorrow, ”I put away the leftovers instead of eating more that night. Try it...you may save yourself some pre-bed-time calories. And watch your body gain the fat-burning effects.

[语篇解读]　随着科技的进步、社会的发展，人们的生活节奏也越来越快。为了节省时间或者是为了保持苗条身材，很多人不吃早餐。然而这样做是绝对不科学的，尤其对于那些想要减肥的人是极其不利的。
1. The word“ leftovers” in Paragraph 1 probably means________.

A. food remaining after a meal

B. things left undone

C. meals made of vegetables

D. pizza topped with fruit

[解析]　猜测词义题。从第一段last night可以猜测出leftovers的含义为“剩饭”。

[答案]　A

2. What can we infer from the text?

A. Working women usually have breakfast in a hurry.

B. Many people have wrong ideas about breakfast.

C. There are some easy ways of cooking a meal.

D. Eating vegetables helps save energy.

[解析]　推理判断题。第二段告诉我们很多人有种种借口不吃早餐，第三段开始“but”一词告诉我们这样做是不对的。

[答案]　B

3. According to the last paragraph，it is important to________.

A. eat something for breakfast

B. be careful about what you eat

C. heat up food before eating it

D. eat calorie-controlled food

[解析]　事实细节题。最后一段第一句告诉我们：早餐吃什么都可以，但要吃。

[答案]　A

4．The text is written mainly for those________.

A. who go to work early

B. who want to lose weight

C. who stay up late

D. who eat before sleep

[解析]　主旨大意题。第三段第一句以及第四段第一句都提示我们：本文主要写给那些想减肥的人。

[答案]　B

Passage 6(2009年湖北，C)
When I was seven my father gave me a Timex，ray first watch. I loved it, wore it for years, and haven’t had another one since it stopped ticking a decade ago. Why? Because I don’t need one. I have a mobile phone and I’m always near someone with an iPod or something like that. All these devices(装置) tell the time — which is why, if you look around, you’ll see lots of empty wrists; sales of watches to young adults have been going down since 2007.

But while the wise have realized that they don’t need them，others—apparently including some distinguished men of our time — are spending total fortunes on them. Brands such as Rolex, Patek Philippe and Breitling command shocking prices, up to ￡250,000 for a piece.

This is ridiculous. Expensive cars go faster than cheap cars. Expensive clothes hang better than cheap clothes. But these days all watches tell the time as well as all other watches. Expensive watches come with extra functions — but who needs them? How often do you dive to 300 metres into the sea or need to find your direction in the area around the South Pole? So why pay that much of five years’ school fees for watches that allow you to do these things?

If justice were done, the Swiss watch industry should have closed down when the Japanese discovered how to make accurate watches for a five-pound note. Instead the Swiss reinvented the watch ，with the aid of millions of pounds’ worth of advertising, as a message about the man wearing it. Rolexes are for those who spend their weekends climbing icy mountains; a Patek Philippe is for one from a rich or noble family; a Breitling suggests you like to pilot planes across the world.

Watches are now classified as “investments” (投资). A 1994 Patek Philippe recently sold for nearly ￡350,000, while 1960s Rolexes have gone from ￡15,000 to ￡30,000 plus in a year. But a watch is not an investment. It’s a toy for self-satisfaction, a matter of fashion. Prices may keep going up—they’ve been rising for 15 years. But when fashion moves on, the owner of that ￡350,000 beauty will suddenly find his pride and joy is no more a good investment than my childhood Timex.

[语篇解读]　本文从小时候父亲买的那块表说起，简单说明了“表”曾经辉煌的历史和现在的年轻人，包括我，由于各种新设备的出现，如移动电话等上面都可识别时间，不再戴“表”似乎成了一种趋势，然而令人啼笑皆非的是尽管“表”针对年轻人的销售量越来越小，却越来越高档化。
1. The sales of watches to young people have fallen because they________.

A. have other devices to tell the time

B. think watches too expensive

C. prefer to wear an iPod

D. have no sense of time

[解析]　事实细节题。此题比较简单。从第一段直接可以得到答案，特别是I have a mobile phone and I’m always near someone with an iPod or something like that.All these devices tell the time.“表”在年轻人当中销售下降的主要原因就是有移动电话等诸如此类的其他设备可替代。

[答案]　A

2. It seems ridiculous to the writer that________.

A. people dive 300 metres into the sea

B, expensive clothes sell better than cheap ones

C. cheap cars don’t run as fast as expensive ones

D. expensive watches with unnecessary functions still sell

[解析]　事实细节题。从第三段Expensive watches come with extra functions...So why pay that much of five years’school fees for watches that allow you to do these things？和第四段Instead the Swiss reinvented the watch，with the aid of millions of pounds’ worth of advertising，as a message about the man wearing it.可以得知，拥有不必要功能的名表还在销售。
[答案]　D

3. What can be learnt about Swiss watch industry from the passage?

A. It targets rich people as its potential customers.

B. It’s hard for the industry to beat its competitors.

C. It wastes a huge amount of money in advertising.

D. It’s easy for the industry to reinvent cheap watches.

[解析]　推理判断题。根据第四段Rolexes are for those who spend their weekends climbing icy mountains；a Patek Philippe is for one from a rich or noble family；a Breitling suggest you like to pilot planes across the world.可以推测出，瑞士的制表产业已经瞄准富人作为它的潜在顾客。

[答案]　A

4. Which would be the best title for the passage?

A. Timex or Rolex?

B. My Childhood Timex

C. Watches? Not for Me!

D. Watches—a Valuable Collection

[解析]　主旨大意题。买表吗？我不要！从第一段和最后一段最后一句的总结全文主旨：不买表。

[答案]　C

Passage 7(2009年四川，E)
All too often, a choice that seems sustainable (可持续的)turns out on closer examination to be problematic. Probably the best example is the rush to produce ethanol(乙醇) for fuel from corn. Corn is a renewable resource—you can harvest it and grow more, almost limitlessly. So replacing gas with corn ethanol seems like a great idea.

One might get a bit more energy out of the ethanol than that used to make it, which could still make ethanol more sustainable than gas generally, but that’s not the end of the problem. Using corn to make ethanol means less corn is left to feed animals and people，which drives up the cost of food. That result leads to turning the fallow land — including, in some cases, rain forest in places such as Brazil — into farmland, which in turn gives off lots of carbon dioxide ( CO2 ) into the air. Finally, over many years, the energy benefit from burning ethanol would make up for the forest loss. But by then, climate change would have progressed so far that it might not help.

You cannot really declare any practice“ sustainable” until you have done a complete life-cycle analysis of its environmental(环境的) costs. Even then，technology and public policy keep developing，and that development can lead to unforeseen and undesired results. The admirable goal of living sustainably requires plenty of thought on an ongoing basis.

[语篇解读]　文章通过用玉米转化成乙醇为例子来讨论可持续燃料的问题，来说明一些做法还缺少实际发展利用的基础。
1. What might directly cause the loss of the forest according to the text ?

A. The growing demand for energy to make ethanol.

B. The increasing carbon dioxide in the air.

C. The greater need for farmland.

D. The big change in weather.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第二段“...including，in some cases，rain forest in places such as Brazil—into farmland.”可知这些雨林要被变成农田，故选择C。

[答案]　C

2. The underlined word “it” in the second paragraph refers to“________”．
A. the energy benefit

B. the forest loss

C. climate change

D. burning ethanol

[解析]　猜测词义题。从第二段“...the energy benefit from burning ethanol would make up for the forest loss.”可知，上文中的the energy benefit就是下文it所指代的内容，故选择A。

[答案]　A

3. The author thinks that replacing gas with corn ethanol is________.

A. impractical  



B. acceptable

C. admirable  



D. useless

[解析]　推理判断题。impractical不切实际的；acceptable可以接受的；admirable受尊敬的；useless无用的。从文中最后一句“The admirable goal of living sustainable requires plenty of thought on an ongoing basis.”可知，开发这种可持续性燃料还是不太实际，故选择A。

[答案]　A

4. What does the author mainly discuss in the text?

A. Technology.

B. Sustainability.

C. Ethanol energy.

D. Environmental protection.

[解析]　主旨大意题。technology技术；sustainability可持续性；ethanol energy乙醇能源；environmental protection环境保护。从文中论述可知作者将乙醇作为例子，以此来谈论可持续问题，故选择B。

[答案]　B

Passage 8 (2009年宁夏·海南，全国Ⅰ，A)
I suddenly heard an elephant crying as though frightened. Looking down ，I immediately recognized that something was wrong, and ran down to the edge of the near bank. There I saw Ma Shwe with her three-month-old calf struggling in the fast-rising water, and it was a life-and-death struggle. Her calf was floating and screaming with fear. Ma Shwe was as near to the far bank as she could get, holding her whole body against the rushing water, and keeping the calf pressed against her huge body. Every now and then the rushing water would sweep the calf away.

There was a sudden rise in the water and the calf was washed clean over the mother’s body and was gone. Ma Shwe turned quickly to reach it and pressed the calf with her head and trunk(象鼻) against the rocky bank. Then with a huge effort, she picked it up in her trunk and tried until she was able to place it on a narrow shelf of rock.

Just at this moment, she fell back into the river. If she were carried down，it would be certain death. I knew, as well as she did, that there was one spot (地点) where she could get up the bank, but it was on the other side from where she had put her calf.

While I was wondering what I could do next, I heard the sound of a mother’s love. Ma Shwe had crossed the river and got up the bank and was making her way back as fast as she could, roaring(吼叫) all the time, but to her calf it was music.

[语篇解读]　本文讲述了一只大象的母爱。正是这伟大的母爱使得大象一次次冒着生命的危险在洪水中救小象。
1. The moment the author got down to the river bank he saw________.

A. the calf was about to fall into the river

B. Ma Shwe was placing the calf on the rock

C. the calf was washed away by the rising water

D. Ma Shwe was holding the calf against the rushing water

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第一段第三句There I saw Ma Shwe with her three-month-old calf struggling in the fast-rising water...可知D项正确。

[答案]　D

2. How did Ma Shwe manage to save her calf from the fast-flowing water?

A. By putting it on a safe spot.

B. By pressing it against her body.

C. By taking it away with her.

D. By carrying it on her back.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第二段最后一句Then with a huge effort，she picked it up in her trunk and tried until she was able to place it on a narrow shelf of rock.可知母象把小象放在了一个安全地点。

[答案]　A

3. How did the calf feel about the mother elephant’s roaring?

A. It was a great comfort.

B. It was a sign of danger.

C. It was a call for help.

D. It was a musical note.

[解析]　推理判断题。根据最后一段最后一句．..roaring all the time，but to her calf it was music.可推出选A。

[答案]　A

4. What can be the best title for the text?

A. A Mother’s Love

B. A Brave Act

C. A Deadly River

D. A Matter of Life and Death

[解析]　主旨大意题。根据全文以及最后一段第一句While I was wondering what I could do next，I heard the sound of a mother’s love.可知：是伟大的母爱使得大象一次一次地冒着生命的危险救小象。

[答案]　A

推理判断类
Passage 9 (2009年广东，C)
A few years ago I had an “ aha！” moment regarding handwriting.

I had in my hand a sheet of paper with handwritten instructions on it for some sort of editorial task. It occurred at first that I did not recognize the handwriting, and then I realized whose it must be. I finally became aware of the fact that I had been working with this colleague for at least a year, maybe two, and yet I did not recognize her handwriting at that point.

It was a very important event in the computerization of life — a sign that the informal, friendly communication of people working together in an office had changed from notes in pen to instant messages and emails. There was a time when our workdays were filled with little letters, and we recognized one another’s handwriting the way we knew voices or faces.

As a child visiting my father’s office, I was pleased to recognize，in little notes on the desks of his staff，the same handwriting I would see at home in the notes he would leave on the fridge—except that those notes were signed “dad” instead of“ RFW”．
All this has been on my mind because of the talk about The Rise and Fall of Handwriting, a book by Florey. She shows in her book a deep concern about the fall of handwriting and the failure of schools to teach children to write well, but many others argue that people in a digital age can’t be expected to learn to hold a pen.

I don’t buy it.

I don’t want to see anyone cut off from the expressive, personal associations that a pen still promotes better than a digital keyboard does. For many a biographer, part of really getting to know their subjects is learning to read their handwriting.

What some people advocate is teaching one of the many attractive handwritings based on the handwriting of 16thcentury Italy. That may sound impossibly grand—as if they want kids to learn to draw by copying classical paintings. However, they have worked in many school systems.

[语篇解读]　由于一次无法辨认同事字迹的经历，作者意识到了电脑技术对传统的亲笔书写方式的冲击，不过作者希望书法能够得到保存。
1. Why was the author surprised at not recognizing his colleague’s handwriting?

A. He had worked with his colleague long enough.

B. His colleague’s handwriting was so beautiful.

C. His colleague’s handwriting was so terrible.

D. He still had a lot of work to do.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第二段“I had been working with this colleague for at least a year...”可知，使作者吃惊的原因是他与一位同事共事一年之久竟认不出他的笔迹。

[答案]　A

2. People working together in an office used to________.

A. talk more about handwriting

B. take more notes on workdays

C. know better one another’s handwriting

D. communicate better with one another

[解析]　事实细节题。从第三段“There was a time...we recognized one another’s handwriting the way we knew voices and faces.”可知，过去的同事都互相熟知对方，认得各自的笔迹。

[答案]　C

3. The author’s father wrote notes in pen________.

A. to both his family and his staff

B. to his family in small letters

C. to his family on the fridge

D. to his staff on the desk

[解析]　事实细节题。从第四段“...the same handwriting I would see...”可知作者的父亲曾写便条给员工以及家人。

[答案]　A

4．According to the author，handwritten notes________.

A. are harder to teach in schools

B. attract more attention

C. are used only between friends

D. carry more message

[解析]　推理判断题。从倒数第二段“For many a biographer，part of really getting to know their subjects is learning to read their handwriting.”可知：对于一些撰写传记的作家来说，真正了解自己的写作对象，部分要依赖于阅读他们(被写传记者)的亲手笔迹。所以我们可以推断笔迹承载了很多的个人信息。

[答案]　D

5．We can learn from the passage that the author________.

A. thinks it impossible to teach handwriting

B. does not want to lose handwriting

C. puts the blame on the computer

D. does not agree with Florey

[解析]　推理判断题。从倒数第三段“I don’t buy it.”和倒数第二段“I don’t want to see anyone cut off from...personal association that a pen still promotes better...”可知作者不希望亲手笔迹消亡。

[答案]　B

Passage 10(2009年陕西，B)
When people hear a president speak, they seldom think about others helping to shape the presentation (报告). Today, however，presidents depend on writers such as J. Terry Edmonds to help them communicate (交流) effectively. Edmonds is the first African American ever to work as a full-time speechwriter for a U. S. president；he is also the first African American to serve as director of speechwriting for the White House. His is an all-American story of success.

Edmonds grew up in Baltimore, Maryland; his father drove a truck，and his mother worked as a waitress. A great reader, Edmonds showed a gift for writing at his high school，Baltimore City College. After graduating in 1967, Edmonds went on to Morgan State University.

Edmonds began his career in business, with jobs in public relations and communications. He joined the world of politics as news secretary for his congressman (国会议员) from Baltimore. During Bill Clinton’s presidency, he wrote speeches for Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala and worked in a number of jobs in the White House and in governmental departments. President Clinton then appointed(任命) him to the office of director of speechwriting. Following the 2000 elections, Edmonds returned to Morgan State University as the school’s special assistant to the president for 2001—2002.

[语篇解读]　文章主要介绍美国总统演讲稿撰写人J.Terry Edmonds的成长经历。
1. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the text?

A. Edmonds proved himself to be good at writing at high school.

B. Edmonds graduated from Morgan State University in 1967.

C. Edmonds was the first full-time speechwriter.

D. Edmonds served the White House after 2000.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第二段第二句．..Edmonds showed a gift for writing at his high school，Baltimore City College.可知Edmonds上中学时就表现出了写作天赋，故选A。

[答案]　A

2. Edmonds entered the world of politics first as________.

A. news secretary for a congressman

B. a speechwriter for President Clinton

C. news secretary in the White House

D. a speechwriter for Secretary Donna Shalala

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第三段第二句He joined the world of politics as news secretary for his congressman(国会议员)from Baltimore.可知答案为A。

[答案]　A

3. The text is most likely to be found in a book about________.

A. popular science  



B. historical events

C. successful people  



D. political systems

[解析]　推理判断题。本文主要是介绍Edmonds的成功经历，故本题选C。

[答案]　C

Passage 11 (2009年江西，A)
Outside her shabby cottage, old Mrs. Tailor was hanging out laundry on a wire line, unaware that some children lay hidden in the leaves of a nearby tree watching her every move. They were determined to find out if she really was a witch.

They watched as she took a broomstick to clean the dirt from her stone steps. But, much to their disappointment, she did not mount the broomstick and take flight. Suddenly，the old lady’s work was interrupted by the cackling of her hen—a signal that an egg had been laid in the warm nest on top of the haystack.

The old broomstick was put aside as she hobbled off towards the haystack followed by Sooty, a black cat she had rescued from a fox trap some time back. With only three legs, it was hard for Sooty to keep up with the old lady. The cat provided proof—the children were sure that only a witch would own a black cat with three legs.

There ，standing on a wooden box, was Mrs. Tailor, stretching out to gather her precious egg. Taking the egg in one of her hands, she began to climb down when, without warning, the box broke and the old lady fell.

“We have to go and help her, ”whispered Amy.

“What if it is a trick？”replied Ben.

“Don’t be silly, Ben. If she were a witch, she would have turned us into frogs already，”reasoned Meg. “Come on Amy, let’s go. ”The girls climbed down the tree and ran all the way to the haystack.

Approaching carefully, they could see a wound on the old lady’s face. She had knocked her head on a stone and her ankle was definitely broken. “Go and get Dad，” Amy yelled to her brother. “Tell him about the accident.”
The boys did not need another excuse to leave. They ran as fast as they could for help, hoping that Mrs. Tailor would not wake and turn the girls into frogs.

[语篇解读]　孩子们对住在破旧房舍里的、用扫帚柄扫台阶的、后面跟着一只黑色的三条腿的猫的Old Mrs.Tailor是不是巫师很感兴趣，于是躲在附近的树上偷偷观察，结果如何呢？本文的寓意又是什么呢？
1. Why were the children hiding in the tree?

A. They wanted to watch Mrs. Tailor do her housework closely.

B. They were playing a hide-and-seek game.

C. They wanted to find out if the rumors about Mrs. Tailor were true.

D. They were pretending to be spies.

[解析]　事实细节题。由首段尾句They were determined to find out if she really was a witch.可知孩子们想看看人们对老太太是巫师的传言是否是真的。

[答案]　C

2. Mrs. Tailor stopped sweeping when________.

A. her front steps were clean

B. she noticed the children in the tree

C. she was ready to take a flight

D. she heard the hen cackling

[解析]　事实细节题。由第二段倒数最后一句可知答案为D。

[答案]　D

3. Ben did not rush to help Mrs. Tailor because________.

A. he thought that she could be tricking them

B. he knew that they should not have been in the tree

C. he did not see the old lady fall down

D. he was afraid of the three-legged cat

[解析]　推理判断题。从文中描述的内容可知，Ben认为Mrs. Tailor是一个巫师，他认为可能是Mrs. Tailor在使诡计，所以在两个女孩子前去救助时，他依然没有奔向前去帮助Mrs. Tailor。

[答案]　A

4．Which of these old sayings best suits the story’s lesson for us?

A. Make hay while the sun shines.

B. Never judge a book by its cover.

C. People in glasshouses should not throw stones.

D. A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

[解析]　推理判断题。通读全文可以推知，作者想告诉我们“不要以貌取人或仅从事物的表象来判断事物”。

[答案]　B

Passage 12(2009年湖南，D)
Andrew Ritchie, inventor of the Brompton folding bicycle, once said that the perfect portable bike would be“ like a magic carpet...You could fold it up and put it into your pocket or handbag”. Then he paused：“ But you’ll always be limited by the size of the wheels. And so far no one has invented a folding wheel.”
It was a rare—indeed unique—occasion when I was able to put Ritchie right. A 19th-century inventor，William Henry James Grout，did in fact design a folding wheel. His bike, predictably named the Grout Portable, had a frame that split into two and a larger wheel that could be separated into four pieces. All the bits fitted into Grout’s Wonderful Bag，a leather case.

Grout’s aim: to solve the problems of carrying a bike on a train.Now doesn’t that sound familiar? Grout intended to find a way of making a bike small enough for train travel: his bike was a huge beast. And importantly, the design of early bicycles gave him an advantage：in Grout’s day ，tyres were solid，which made the business of splitting a wheel into four separate parts relatively simple. You couldn’t do the same with a wheel fitted with a one-piece inflated(充气的) tyre.

So，in a 21st-century context, is the idea of the folding wheel dead? It is not. A British design engineer, Duncan Fitzsimons, has developed a wheel that can be squashed into something like a slender ellipse(椭圆). Throughout，the tyre remains inflated.

Will the young Fitzsimons’s folding wheel make it into production? I haven’t the foggiest idea. But his inventiveness shows two things. First, people have been saying for more than a century that bike design has reached its limit, except for gradual advances. It’s as silly a concept now as it was 100-years-ago：there’s plenty still to go for. Second, it is in the field of folding bikes that we are seeing the most interesting inventions. You can buy a folding bike for less than ￡1,000 that can be knocked down so small that it can be carried on a plane — minus wheels, of course—as hand baggage.

Folding wheels would make all manner of things possible. Have we yet got the magic carpet of Andrew Ritchie’s imagination? No. But it’s progress.

[语篇解读]　一位发明家想要发明折叠自行车的话，最大的困难是如何折叠轮子。其实19世纪的一位发明家在当年已经做到了，令人欣喜的是现在又有人想出了折叠轮子的办法。我们都在期待着。
1. We can infer from Paragraph 1 that thc Brompton folding bike________.

A. was portable

B. had a folding wheel

C. could be put in a pocket

D. looked like a magic carpet

[解析]　推理判断题。这种自行车的特点是便于携带，而不是呈地毯状或为的是能放进口袋，故不能选C或D。

[答案]　A

2. We can learn from the text that the wheels of the Grout Portable________.

A. were difficult to separate

B. could be split into 6 pieces

C. were fitted with solid tyres

D. were hard to carry on a train

[解析]　推理判断题。从文章第三段“And importantly...in Grout’s day，tyres were solid...”可得知答案。他的折叠方法只适合当时的固体轮胎。

[答案]　C

3. We can learn from the text that Fitzsimons’s invention________.

A. kept the tyre as a whole piece

B. was made into production soon

C. left little room for improvement

D. changed our views on bag design

[解析]　推理判断题。从文章第四段“squashed into...like a slender ellipse”可得知答案。

[答案]　A

4. Which of the following would be the best title for the text?

A. Three folding bike inventors

B. The making of a folding bike

C. Progress in folding bike design

D. Ways of separating a bike wheel

[解析]　主旨大意题。全文讲述了不同时期的三位发明家对折叠自行车的探索。故选C。

[答案]　C

猜测词义类
Passage 13(2009年广东，B)
We once had a poster competition in our fifth grade art class.

“You could win prizes，” our teacher told us as she wrote the poster information on the blackboard. She passed out sheets of construction paper while continuing，“ The first prize is ten dollars. You just have to make sure that the words on the blackboard appear somewhere on your poster.”
We studied the board critically. Some of us looked with one eye and held up certain colors against the blackboard, rocking the sheets to the right or left while we conjured up our designs. Others twisted their hair around their fingers or chewed their erasers while deep in thought. We had plans for that ten-dollar grand prize, each and every one of us. I’m going to spend mine on candies, one hopeful would announce, while another practiced looking serious, wise and rich.

Everyone in the class made a poster. Some of us used parts of those fancy paper napkins, while others used nothing but colored construction paper. Some of us used big designs, and some of us preferred to gather our art tidily down in one corner of our poster and let the space draw the viewer’s attention to it. Some of us would wander past the good students’ desks and then return to our own projects with a growing sense of hopelessness. It was yet another grown-up trick of the sort they seemed especially fond of, making all of us believe we had a fair chance, and then always—always—rewarding the same old winners.

I believe I drew a sailboat, but I can’t say that with any certainty. I made it. I admired it. I determined it to be the very best of all of the posters I had seen，and then I turned it in.

Minutes passed.

No one came along to give me the grand prize, and then someone distracted me, and I probably never would have thought about that poster again.

I was still sitting at my desk, thinking, What poster? when the teacher gave me an envelope with a ten-dollar bill in it and everyone in the class applauded for me.

[语篇解读]　本文描述了在五年级美术课的一次海报设计竞赛中，作者出乎意料地取得了第一名的经历。
1. What was the teacher’s requirement for the poster?

A. It must appear in time.

B. It must be done in class.

C. It must be done on a construction sheet.

D. It must include the words on the blackboard.

[解析]　事实细节题。从第二段“...make sure that the words on the blackboard appear somewhere on your poster.”可知，老师的要求是黑板上的内容需在海报中出现。

[答案]　D

2．The underlined phrase in Paragraph 3 most probably means ________.

A. formed an idea for

B. made an outline for

C. made some space for

D. chose some colors for

[解析]　猜测词义题。第三段中conjure up意为“想起；使……呈现于脑际”。从对称的结构“Some...while we conjured up our designs.”与下文的“Others...while deep in thought.”可以猜测出该词词义。

[答案]　A

3. After the teacher’s words, all the students in the class________.

A. looked very serious

B. thought they would be rich

C. began to think about their designs

D. began to play games

[解析]　事实细节题。第三段生动、形象地描写了同学们思考时的各种动作。

[答案]　C

4. After seeing the good students’ designs, some students________.

A. loved their own designs more

B. thought they had a fair chance

C. put their own designs in a corner

D. thought they would not win the prize

[解析]　事实细节题。从第四段“...wander past the good students’desks and then return to our own projects with a growing sense of hopelessness.”可知：看到优秀学生作品后，另外一些学生对自己这次的参赛作品信心更加不足了。

[答案]　D

5. We can infer from the passage that the author________.

A. enjoyed grownup tricks very much

B. loved poster competitions very much

C. felt surprised to win the competition

D. became wise and rich after the competition

[解析]　推理判断题。最后三段描写了作者焦急地等待比赛结果的心情，所以对于不自信的作者来说，这次比赛的结果让他很吃惊。

[答案]　C

Passage 14(2009年山东，C)
Few laws are so effective that you can see results just days after they take effect. But in the nine days since the federal cigarette tax more than doubled—to $1.01 per pack—smokers have jammed telephone “quit lines” across the country seeking to kick the habit.

This is not a surprise to public health advocates. They’ve studied the effect of state tax increases for years, finding that smokers, especially teens, are price sensitive. Nor is it a shock to the industry, which fiercely fights every tax increase.

The only wonder is that so many states insist on closing their ears to the message. Tobacco taxes improve public health, they raise money and most particularly, the deter people from taking up the habit as teens, which is when nearly all smokers are addicted. Yet the rate of taxation varies widely.

In Manhattan, for instance, which has the highest tax in the nation，a pack of Marlboro Light Kings cost $10.06 at one drugstore Wednesday. In Charleston, S. C. , where the 7centapack tax is the lowest in the nation, the price was $4.78.

The influence is obvious.

In New York, high school smoking hit a new low in the latest surveys — 13. 8%, far below the national average. By comparison,26% of high school students smoke in Kentucky. Other low tax states have similarly depressing teen smoking records.

Hal Rogers, Representative from Kentucky, like those who are against high tobacco taxes, argues that the burden of the tax falls on low-income  Americans “who choose to smoke.”
That’s true. But there is more reason in keeping future generations of low-income workers from getting hooked in the first place. As for today’s adults, if the new tax drives them to quit, they will have more to spend on their families, cut their risk of cancer and heart disease and feel better.

[语篇解读]　烟草税增加后，取得了立竿见影的效果——许多烟民纷纷戒烟。然而有些地方却对此充耳不闻，中学生吸烟的比例居高不下。本文让我们意识到：从长远看，通过增加烟草税而使人们戒烟是泽被千家万户的大事。
1. The text is mainly about________.

A. the price of cigarettes

B. the rate of teen smoking

C. the effect of tobacco tax increase

D. the differences in tobacco tax rate

[解析]　主旨大意题。本文主要谈论的是烟草税增加后取得的明显效果以及给人们带来的益处。A、B、D均为文章的某一方面。

[答案]　C

2. What does the author think is a surprise?

A. Teen smokers are price sensitive.

B. Some states still keep the tobacco tax low.

C. Tobacco taxes improve public health.

D. Tobacco industry fiercely fights the tax rise.

[解析]　事实细节题。由第三段第一句可知，唯一让人吃惊的是，有些州对此充耳不闻，也就是继续保持低烟草税。

[答案]　B

3．The underlined word “deter” in Paragraph 3 most probably means________.

A. discourage  



B. remove

C. benefit  




D. free

[解析]　猜测词义题。由语境可知，烟草税会改善公众的健康，筹集资金，特别是能让青少年放弃吸烟的习惯。

[答案]　A

4. Rogers’ attitude towards the low-income smokers might be that of________.

A. tolerance  




B. unconcern

C. doubt  




D. sympathy

[解析]　推理判断题。Roger认为高烟草税是把税收负担加到了低收入的烟民身上，故应该持同情态度。

[答案]　D

5. What can we learn from the last paragraph?

A. The new tax will be beneficial in the long run.

B. Low-income Americans are more likely to fall ill.

C. Future generations will be hooked on smoking.

D. Adults will depend more on their families.

[解析]　推理判断题。由全文最后一句可知，增加烟草税促使烟民戒烟，可让他们有更多的时间与家人团聚，减少癌症和心脏病的发病率，从长远看，是一件有益的事情。

[答案]　A

Passage 15(2009年北京，C)
How Room Designs Affect Our Work and Feelings

Architects have long had the feeling that the places we live in can affect our thoughts, feelings and behaviors. But now scientists are giving this feeling an empirical (经验的，实证的) basis. They are discovering how to design spaces that promote creativity, keep people focused, and lead to relaxation.

Researches show that aspects of the physical environment can influence creativity. In 2007, Joan Meyers-Levy at the University of Minnesota，reported that the height of a room’s ceiling affects how people think. Her research indicates that higher ceilings encourage people to think more freely, which may lead them to make more abstract connections. Low ceilings, on the other hand, may inspire a more detailed outlook.

In addition to ceiling height, the view afforded by a building may influence an occupant’s ability to concentrate. Nancy Wells and her colleagues at Cornell University found in their study that kids who experienced the greatest increase in greenness as a result of a family move made the most gains on a standard test of attention.

Using nature to improve focus of attention ought to pay off academically, and it seems to according to a study led by C. Kenneth Tanner, head of the School Design & Planning Laboratory at the University of Georgia. Tanner and his team found that students in classrooms with unblocked views of at least 50 feet outside the window had higher scores on tests of vocabulary, language arts and maths than did students whose classrooms primarily overlooked roads and parking lots.

Recent study on room lighting design suggests that dim(暗淡的) light helps people to loosen up. If that is true generally, keeping the light low during dinner or at parties could increase relaxation. Researchers of Harvard Medical School also discovered that furniture with rounded edges could help visitors relax.

So far scientists have focused mainly on public buildings. “We have a very limited number of studies, so we’re_almost_looking_at_the_problem_through_a_straw_(吸管)，” architect David Allison says. “How do you take answers to very specific questions and make broad, generalized use of them? That’s what we’re all struggling with.”
[语篇解读]　建筑师认为房子的设计可影响居住者的思想、情绪、行为，对此科学家进行了理论上的论证。
1. What does Joan Meyers-Levy focus on in her research?

A. Light.  




B. Ceilings.

C. Windows.  



D. Furniture.

[解析]　事实细节题。由第二段“...the height of a room’s ceiling affects how people think.”可知选B。

[答案]　B

2. The passage tells us that________.

A. the shape of furniture may affect people’s feelings

B. lower ceilings may help improve students’ creativity

C. children in a dim classroom may improve their grades

D. students in rooms with unblocked views may feel relaxed

[解析]　事实细节题。B、C均属于与事实相反的选项；D项属于移花接木式的错误，由文章倒数第二段最后一句“furniture with rounded edges could help visitors relax”可知。

[答案]　A

3．The underlined sentence in the last paragraph probably means that________.

A. the problem is not approached step by step

B. the researches so far have faults in themselves

C. the problem is too difficult for researchers to detect

D. research in this area is not enough to make generalized patterns

[解析]　猜测词义题。根据“We have a very limited number of studies.”及“How do you take answers to very specific questions and make broad，generalized use of hem？”可知，对这个地区的研究不足以制定出大众化的模式。

[答案]　D

4. Which of the following shows the organization of the passage?
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CP: Central Point　P: Point　Sp: Sub-point (次要点)

C: Conclusion

[解析]　推理判断题。根据文章结构先总述房子的设计影响人的创造性、专注性以及休闲性，再分述这三方面，并对第二方面加以分点阐述，最后得出结论：经初步研究结论成立，但我们的研究远远不足，还将继续努力。

[答案]　C

Passage 16(2009年天津，A)
Societies all over the world name places in similar ways. Quite often there is no official naming ceremony but places tend to be called names as points of reference by people. Then an organized body steps in and gives the place a name. Frequently it happens that a place has two names：One is named by the people and the other by the government. As in many areas, old habits die-hard,_ and the place continues to be called by its unofficial name long after the meaning is lost.

Many roads and places in Singapore(新加坡) are named in order that the pioneers will be remembered by future generations. Thus we have names such as Stamford Road and Raffles Place. This is in keeping with traditions in many countries—in both the West and the East.

Another way of naming places is naming them after other places. Perhaps they were named to promote friendships between the two places or it could be that the people who used to live there were originally from the places that the roads were named after. The mystery is clearer when we see some of the roads named in former British bases. If you step into Selector Airbase you will see Piccadilly Circus obviously named by some homesick Royal Air Force personnel.

Some places were named after the activities that used to go on at those places. Bras Basah Road is an interesting example. “Bras Basah” means “ wet rice” in Malay (马来语). Now why would anyone want to name a road “Wet Rice Road”？The reason is simple. During the pioneering days, wet rice was laid out to dry along this road.

A few roads in Singapore are named by their shapes. There is “Circular Road” for one. Other roads may have part of their names to describe their shapes，like “Paya Lebar Crescent”. This road is called a crescent(月牙)because it begins on the main road，makes a crescent and comes back to join the main road again.

[语篇解读]　本文议论世界上不同地区的人们以类似的方式为地点命名，如：以先驱者的名字命名；以其他地点的名字命名；以活动的名称命名；以形状命名等。
1. We learn from Paragraph 1 that________.

A. the government is usually the first to name a place

B. many places tend to have more than one name

C. a ceremony will be held when a place is named

D. people prefer the place names given by the government

[解析]　推理判断题。从第一段第四句Frequently it happens that a place has two names：One is named...推论可知。

[答案]　B

2. What does the underlined phrase “ die hard” in Paragraph 1 probably mean?

A. Change suddenly.

B. Change significantly.

C. Disappear mysteriously.

D. Disappear very slowly.

[解析]　猜测词义题。从die hard后句．..and the place continues to be called by its unofficial name long after the meaning is lost.的意思可判断die hard的词义应为：消失得很慢。

[答案]　D

3. Which of the following places is named after a person?

A. Raffles Place.  



B. Selector Airbase.

C. Piccadilly Circus.  


D. Paya Lebar Crescent.

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第二段的第一句(特别是pioneers“先驱者”一词)和第二句的内容得知：Raffles Place应是指先驱者的名字。

[答案]　A

4. Bras Basah Road is named________.

A. after a person  



B. after a place

C. after an activity  


D. by its shape

[解析]　事实细节题。根据第四段第一句和第二句内容很明确地判断：Bras Basah是活动名称。

[答案]　C

5. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. Some place names in Singapore are the same as in Britain.

B. Some places in Singapore are named for military purposes.

C. The way Singaporeans name their places is unique.

D. Young Singaporeans have forgotten the pioneers.

[解析]　推理判断题。从第三段最后一句可知。Piccadilly Circus皮卡迪利广场(即伦敦戏院及娱乐中心)。

[答案]　A
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