MINUTES OF THE GREAT BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 17TH NOVEMBER 2014 AT BISHOPS’ HIGH SCHOOL, VAUGHANS LANE, GT BOUGHTON, CHESTER.


	DRAFT
	
	

	PRESENT:

	
	

	Cllrs
John Salt (Chair)
Rose Price
Pamela Hall
Graham Proctor
Nigel Haslock
Keith Scargill
Krissie Myler

David Vickers

	
	

	The Chairman welcomed Cllr Rose Price to the parish council as he had not been present to do so at the October parish council meeting. He reported resignations of two councillors; Dave Barter as he was unable to continue in the appointment, and Pat Holding who wished to step down. He had written to two other councillors who had not attended within a six-month period and asked that they submit their resignation by Monday 24th November. The Chairman asked that his thanks be formally recorded to all five councillors for their time and commitment and support for the local community whilst in office.
Caroline Lloyd, new Centre Manager for Vicars Cross Community Centre attended the meeting to introduce herself and to update councillors on her initial two weeks in post. She had concentrated on meeting all current user groups and drafting relevant policies for approval and had introduced herself to local businesses. She was arranging a Christmas event on Saturday 20th December from 1-4pm with art and craft activities, Santa’s grotto and a raffle.
The Chairman thanked her for coming along and hoped that all councillors would help make the community centre a success. He reminded councillors that at the outset, the parish council could have decided to do nothing, which could have resulted in the youth centre building being demolished and development taking place. The decision had been taken to protect the building for the benefit of the local community, and he thanked Cllr Haslock in particular for his commitment and for overseeing the purchase from CW&C Council.

	
	


69.   APOLOGIES
An apology for absence had been received from Cllr Tom Bateman and an apology for late arrival from Cllr Pamela Hall.
70.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of non-pecuniary interest were reported by Graham Proctor (Signs by John Carswell) and Nigel Haslock (governor of Oldfield Primary School).
71.   PCSO REPORT
PC Sally Malone attended the meeting in PCSO Karen Dennis’ absence. She reported a couple of burglaries and shed thefts of cycles, as well as garden ornaments. Both she and PCSO Dennis had held several crime prevention sessions and had given out purse bells, shed alarms and Smartwater kits. They were trying to encourage local residents to think about putting lights on timers so that houses looked occupied once darkness fell. The Chairman raised the issue of possible travellers parking overnight on the P&R car park, using a generator and not clearing away rubbish when they left. PC Malone said that they were aware of the matter and were dealing with it.
72.   OPEN FORUM

Brian Turner explained that there were now new regulations relating to the granting of tree preservation orders. He referred to the item in the Work Programme regarding trees and hedging on the old Nexus House site and reported that a good deal of the original trees and the rear hedge seemed to have been removed. He queried whether this had been allowed for in the planning consent and if replacement trees had been a requirement. Cllr Haslock reported that Anvil developers had indicated the hedge was definitely staying and suggested that CW&C’s Tree Officer be consulted.

73.  MINUTES 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 20th October 2014 and 
those of the group meetings held on 10th November 2014 be confirmed as correct records. 
Approval of the minutes of the group meetings held on 10th September was seconded by the

Chairman, having already been recommended for approval by Cllr Haslock at the October

meeting.
74.   MATTERS ARISING AND ACTION POINTS FROM MINUTES

74a Minutes of the October meeting
Cllr Proctor reported that he had sent in a personal response to CW&C’s Local Plan Schedule of 

Main Modifications and could provide a copy for information if necessary. 
74b  Square One Group
RESOLVED: that approval be given for the new signage and changes to locks, but that additional estimates be sought for the blinds before proceeding.
A discussion took place regarding the replacement of the front hedging sections at the Centre. The clerk advised that a letter had been hand-delivered to all houses along Thackeray Drive facing the centre building, setting out the reasons for the work. One response had indicated that the occupiers were not in agreement with the decision and Cllr Haslock intended to meet with them to explain in more detail. He felt that although no formal public consultation had taken place locally, the issue had been discussed on several occasions at both parish council and group meetings, with a public record of the minutes always available on the website and via search engines. The best solution had been agreed, he felt, taking into account the advice given about the appearance and health of the hedge should it be merely pruned back to take it within the boundary of the Centre and not encroaching onto the footpath. Had the hedge not been neglected for several years, then the option to cut back might have been viable at a cost acceptable to the parish council. CW&C Council had been persuaded to take on the responsibility and cost of taking out the hedge and roots, and then the parish council were committed to re-plant with suitable hedging which would be allowed to grow to the same height as the leylandi hedge bordering the adjacent playing field. Cllr Proctor reported that the hedge had been planted by the Youth Service to provide a level of screening and was sure that it had been cut back severely before and survived.
The removal of the tree was regrettable but CW&C’s Tree Officer had advised that it was both diseased and adversely affecting the foundations of the building itself. 

The work on both the hedge and tree was to go ahead as planned and a date was awaited from CW&C Council; however, the clerk promised to record the advice which had been given to support the decision.

75.   TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER THE CO-OPTION OF BRIAN TURNER AND JOHN TACON TO THE COMMUNICATIONS SUB GROUP

 RESOLVED: that the co-options be approved with immediate effect. Cllr Hall felt that both had been supportive of projects and events relating to the parish council.

76.   TO CONSIDER APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING WORKSHOP

The Chairman reported that the outcome of the Community Governance Review meant that boundary changes affecting Great Boughton parish would reduce the number of dwellings overall. Grants were available to kickstart a Neighbourhood Plan, more specifically for arranging an initial workshop in the locality. The parish council had been supportive of the Parish Plan and he hoped that some of the outcomes would feed into a Neighbourhood Plan; he suggested that councillors consider the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan at the January meeting.
Cllr Haslock thought it would be sensible to remind councillors of the amount of work that would need to be undertaken – the Parish Plan had been very hard work and the Neighbourhood Plan would be many times more. He was in favour of it but the parish council would need to be fully committed with manpower and finance and a full understanding of the work involved. He suggested that Andrew Pannell, who was a member of the Parish Plan steering group, could probably offer some useful advice, due to his experience in town & country planning.
Cllr Proctor suggested that an application for funding be made if the grant could reasonably be expected to be used before the next elections, and the clerk was asked to check the timescale involved and apply if applicable.
The clerk was asked to write to Alison Armstrong regarding the community governance review, and to request that compensation be considered for the loss of revenue due to the parish council from April next, as the number of electors in Great Boughton would be falling due to boundary changes.

77.   TO DISCUSS COMPLAINTS ABOUT EXCESSIVE DOG FOULING IN VICARS CROSS

The clerk reported that she had received far more than usual complaints about excessive dog fouling in the Vicars Cross area – on pavements, in and around Green Lane and also at Queens Road Community Park. Both CW&C Wardens and the PCSO had been involved and the gatelockers asked to report any instances of people not clearing up after their pets. It was felt that more dog owners did not pick up after dusk as they may not be able to see clearly where their pets had fouled, particularly on playing fields such as Queens Road. A discussion took place about the times the gates at Queens Road were opened and closed and it was agreed that a meeting be set up with the gatelockers to talk this through. The funds raised to build and maintain Josh’s Jumps for a ten year period included funds to part pay for the gates to be opened and closed on the basis that access to the field be denied during darkness as a safety measure.

78.   REVIEW OF RECENT ELECTION THAT FOLLOWED CASUAL VACANCY, PROCESS AND COSTS

The Chairman wanted to clear up any misunderstanding in respect of the recent casual vacancy, subsequent election and the appointment of Cllr Rose Price.
He reported that one north ward councillor’s failure to attend for a six month period had 
caused the casual vacancy to be declared. He had hoped that his message that there were 
likely to be co-options available after November due to non-attendance of certain councillors, 
had been understood by regular attendees at the monthly parish council meetings, so that 
unnecessary election costs were not incurred. 

Cllr Price reported that she had only decided to stand at the very last moment, and then, when 
it became clear that she was the only opponent to Gillian Watson whose party had called the 
election, she had asked CW&C to withdraw her nomination. Due to a recent change in the 
timetable and process, she had been denied that request and had been told that her 
nomination must stand and an election take place.

The Chairman accepted that Cllr Price did not appear to have been in possession of the facts
 and expected to be able to report that there would shortly be further vacancies – two 
councillors would now have received a letter requesting their resignations due to non-
attendance. 
There would be no obligation for the parish council to fill any of the vacancies by co-option, but if they could if they so wished. 

Cllr Proctor felt that it would not be helpful to co-opt at this stage, so close to the next elections, a view supported by Cllr Hall and Cllr Myler. Cllr Haslock felt that if there was an individual who had shown interest and enthusiasm then that interest should be considered.
RESOLVED:  that an agenda item to discuss the matter further in December or January be agreed and that the clerk seek clarification from both CW&C Council and ChALC on the exact procedure to be followed.

79.    REPORTS OF ANY MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS OR THE CLERK
NH: 20/10 – mtg with clerk & VX Centre Manager; 23/10 – Parish Plan Steering Group mtg; 10/11 – Photo shoot at VXCC, and group meetings
Clerk: 20/10 – mtg with NH & new Centre Manager; 21/10 – mtg signwriter ref VXCC; 23/10 – further mtg with signwriter; 24/10 – mtg VXCC; 3/11 – mtg with new Centre Manager; 4/11 – VXCC to meet Deva Blinds and for delivery of new fridge; 6/11 – mtg B Heath allotments, new tenant; 10/11 – photo shoot at VXCC, 10/11 – group mtgs; 13/11 – Chester Archives to retrieve documents for Sport England

KS: - 23/10 – Parish Plan Steering Group mtg; 10/11 – photo shoot at VXCC, 10/11 – group mtgs
80.   ACCOUNTS
80a  Balances

	Nat West Bank
	49055.64

	National Savings
	49428.60

	Josh’s Project
	14539.58

	Parish Plan
	1734.75


80b  The following income had been received:

	PCC fund – match funding for summer activities/crime prevention workshops
	1000.00

	Dee Valley Water – credit water bill allotments BH
	145.63

	Allotment fees
	26.70

	Income from lettings VXCC
	352.94


80c The following accounts had been received and were due for payment:
	Hodkinson Mallinson
	Land measurements and survey OLC
	360.00

	Dee Valley Water
	Water Whitchurch Rd allotments
	37.09

	Gordon Emery
	Last strim of allotments 2014
	140.00

	National Allotment Society
	Membership renewal
	66.00

	Morral Play Services
	Monthly play inspections
	204.00

	Countrywide
	Dulverton hedge work
	264.00

	Think Jessica
	PCC grant
	130.00

	Smartwater
	PCC grant
	612.00

	Solon Security
	PCC grant
	600.00

	Countrywide
	October grounds maintenance
	709.69

	P Powell
	Gatelocking
	69.00

	S Tyson
	Gatelocking
	63.00

	J Fortune
	Gatelocking
	72.00

	C Clark
	Salary & mileage
	1151.88

	C Lloyd
	Salary & mileage (VXCC)
	822.89

	CW&C
	October cleaning bill at VXCC
	340.54

	BDO
	Annual audit
	360.00


80d The following accounts had been paid via business debit card:
	999 inks
	Printer inks
	32.75

	Festive Lights
	Christmas lights for VXCC
	107.16

	Alan’s Skip Hire
	Whitchurch Rd colony skip
	198.00

	Spar
	Postage stamps and bin bags(VXCC)
	29.60

	Tesco
	New phone and stationery (VXCC)
	41.46

	Post Office
	Postage stamps
	23.00

	AO
	Fridge VXCC
	228.98

	999 Inks
	Printer ink for councillors
	34.75

	Ryman
	Academic diaries
	11.98

	Tesco 
	Laptop, office software, bag and memory stick (VXCC)
	344.00


81.  CORRESPONDENCE
	CVA – details of grants for Neighbourhood Planning workshops

	CW&C – details of temporary closure of Heath Lane from 27 October

October Local Council Bulletin

Allotment paperwork

Notification that Oldfield Primary School was to be used for the 2015 May elections and not VXCC

Details of information session on community governance review 27th November

Email from A Armstrong forwarded from a Littleton resident regarding the community governance review

Briefing ref the People’s Millions

	Grant application from Oldfield Pre-school 

Grant application from Brake4Claudia 

	Cheshire Community Action – invitation to AGM Northwich 19th November 11am start

	Fire Service – Annual consultation on future plans for Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service

	Complaint from member of the public about dog fouling in Vicars Cross and in particular on Queens Road field and outside Oldfield Primary School – clerk had contacted CW&C and the PCSO

	Allotment & Leisure Gardener – Allotment Society magazine

	David Barter – letter of resignation

Pat Holding – letter of resignation

	Requests to go on allotment waiting lists

	Concern from member of the public about alcohol being served at an event at VXCC and checking there had been a licence in place

	Police – PCSO report

	Aldi – unable to help with refreshments for Carols event

	Emails from Thackeray Drive residents objecting to the removal of the hedge at VXCC

	John Tacon – report of empty bottles – cider, vodka on grass verge and hedgerow at the bottom of Green Lane around VX Rd bus stop and by the cut-through into Oldfield Mews


82.   PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	82a  The following Notifications of Application had been received:
14/03617 – 69b Dee Banks – felling of 2 cherry trees and crown reduction to one bay tree
	

	14/04222 – 8 Moorcroft Court – attention to one beech tree, crown lift

14/03767 – 23 Green Lane – construction of detached single garage

14/04440 – 9 Border Way – 2-storey rear extension, new chimney to side elevation, single storey front elevation with canopy porch
	


RESOLVED: that no objections be made to these applications provided neighbours and all other interested parties had been included in the consultation process
82b  The following Notifications of Permissions had been received:
14/03850 – 16 Cambrian Ave – single storey side and rear extension

14/00513 – demolition of existing boathouse and erection of a new community rowing and fitness facility, boat storage at ground floor with changing rooms, showers and a training room at first floor an erection of a new pontoon

	14/03805 – 10 Border Way – single storey side and rear extension

14/03973 – 15 Braemar Close – erection of glazed canopy over splash pool in rear garden and extension to balcony over existing shed

	82c  The following Notification of appeal decision had been received
14/01823 – 15b Becketts Lane – single storey flat roof garage – appeal was dismissed

	

	

	


The next meeting is to be held on Monday 15th December 2014 at Vicars Cross Community Centre, Thackeray Drive, Vicars Cross, Chester starting at 7.15pm. 
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