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Maggie: Hey guys. It is Wednesday, September 30. And today, we are checking back in on our wallet wars competition to see who cashed in and who got nickeled and dimed. I am Maggie Rulli and Channel One News starts right now.
It is a battle that's been raging since the summer, and now the federal government is facing another shutdown, meaning if Congress doesn't approve a spending bill to keep the government running, many federal programs are going to be forced to shut their doors.

Demetrius: Yeah Maggie. The deadline is midnight tonight to pass a temporary spending bill that would keep the government running until December.
 
The fight over how the government should spend its money erupted this summer. 
Ted Cruz: Defund Planned Parenthood. 

Demetrius: Many Republican lawmakers want to stop giving money to Planned Parenthood, which offers health services and information regarding sexual education, as well as medical care for expected mothers. They also offer women the option of receiving an abortion, ending their pregnancy.

In July, undercover videos produced by an anti-abortion organization were released that allegedly show Planned Parenthood employees discussing selling fetal tissue from abortions to researchers for profit.

It is illegal to sell fetal tissue for profit. Planned Parenthood said it is legally providing the fetal tissue to medical researchers and that any fees are to cover costs. In a statement, it called the videos "deceptively edited." 

The more than a dozen hours of video caused a huge backlash against Planned Parenthood.

Joni Ernst: These videos are hard for anyone to defend and hit at the moral fabric of our society. 

Demetrius But there was also many who came out in support of Planned Parenthood.
Female: This is a health care clinic. A very small percentage of what Planned Parenthood actually does is abortion. Most of it is preventing abortions by providing people with birth control. 


Demetrius: Planned Parenthood gets more than $500 million federal and state dollars each year. By law, none of that money is allowed to go toward abortions, which about 12 percent of their patients received in 2013 according to an annual report.

Planned Parenthood president Cecile Richards appeared before Congress yesterday.

Cecile Richards: The federal funding that Planned Parenthood receives allows our doctors and clinicians at our health centers to provide birth control, cancer screenings and testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections.

Demetrius: Republican lawmakers don't want any money going to the organization and some are willing to shut down the government before approving a budget that includes funding for the organization.

Jim Jordan: Everyone knows these videos are, as the speaker of the House said, “barbaric and repulsive.”

Demetrius: But Congressman Kevin McCarthy says the temporary spending bill does not include a measure to strip funding from the organization because it wouldn't pass.

Kevin McCarthy: Anyone that has watched those videos knows there's a concern and a problem. 

Demetrius: And a recent poll show that the majority of Americans are against using the government shutdown as a tactic to stop funding Planned Parenthood.

Maggie: Alright coming up, we have got the rest of today's top stories, including one meeting that’s been 50 years in the making.

Topping our headlines today, the U.S. military launched air strikes in northern Afghanistan yesterday after Taliban militant fighters captured a major city.  
The move is reigniting American involvement in Afghanistan, 9 months after the U.S. officially ended its combat role there.

U.S. warplanes hit militant positions in the country’s north as Afghan government troops launched an attack on the ground. They are fighting to take back the city of Kunduz from the Taliban, an Islamic extremist group that once controlled much of the country.

Hundreds of militants stormed the town on Monday, capturing government buildings and freeing hundreds of prisoners, including some Taliban commanders. 

The fall of the city of 300,000 people marks the first time the Taliban has captured a major urban area since 2001. That's when the U.S. invaded Afghanistan and toppled the Taliban.  

It is a big setback for the Afghan president who vowed to bring peace to the country.
And it is also a setback for the U.S., which turned over security to Afghanistan last year and pulled out most American troops. Nearly 10,000 American troops still remain in Afghanistan in support roles. 

Alright next up, President Barack Obama and Cuban president Raul Castro met in their first official summit yesterday, although both men have been talking since last December about breaking down trade and travel barriers.

President Obama and President Castro met at the United Nations General Assembly yesterday. This comes just days after each met with Pope Francis, who helped open up communication between the two nations which have been at odds for more than 50 years.

In the last few months, the U.S. and Cuba have both reopened their embassies, and the U.S. has loosened some restrictions on Americans who want travel to Cuba. But the trade embargo, which restricts most American businesses from working with Cuba and has hurt Cuba's economy, is still in place and can only be removed by Congress.

President Barack Obama: I am confident that our Congress will inevitably lift an embargo that should not be in place anymore.

Maggie: Castro said he not only wants the trade embargo lifted but also for the U.S. to give back the land in Cuba that is currently home to the  controversial Guantanamo Bay U.S. naval base, also known as Gitmo. The U.S. says that's not on the table.
 
Coming up, we check back in on our wallet warriors to see who is winning the battle of the budgets.
 
Now it is time for part two of our Generation Money series. Yesterday, we introduced you to three teens who took on the wallet wars challenge to manage their families’ finances for an entire month. We gave them flip cameras to keep track of what they save and what they spend. So how did they do? Check it out.
Shelby: First up, it is time to check in on Eric, who teamed up with Kat.

Eric: Hey guys, you know, taking over our families’ budgets is our job this month. We decided stay in with a bunch or our friends and make some pizza and just watch a movie to save money. We spent in total about $8 on ingredients and we watched a movie we already had, so we saved money for ourselves as you can see here. 
Katherine is over there.


Kat: Hi! 
Eric: And all of our friends here. We’re just watching a movie. 

Shelby: Kat's got her own budget battles. One of her biggest challenges: holding down her gas costs.

Kat: Hello, right now I'm going to get gas because my gas tank is empty. Before I left for the gas station I thought I only had $10, but it turns out I found a 20 dollar bill in my purse. And so $20 has only gotten me a half a tank of gas and I hope this will last me at least two weeks. We’ll just have to see.

Shelby: And how is Jess doing?  

Where are we?


Jess: We are at the mall.

Shelby: What's the budget here?

Jess: Well, Jenny can't go over 30 bucks. 

Shelby: But Jenny wants to spend $35 dollars on three shirts. 

You have three shirts you like.

Jenny: I do.

Shelby: Do you need your shirts?

Jenny: Yes.

Jess: No.
Shelby: Why no?

Jess: Because she doesn't need three shirts. 
Shelby: How many shirts do you own Jenny?

Jenny: Oh gosh, I don't even know. I have a full dresser and closet at my house and a full dresser and closet at my apartment, so, a lot.

Shelby: Don't you want a little something at the end of the month?

Jenny: Yeah, I do need my tap shoes at the end of the month.

Jess: So I think it's time to sacrifice something. 

Shelby: By cutting spending our teens hoped they could pay the bills and maybe even have something left over.

Eric: Looks like we got a lot of bills here…Capital One--credit card, magazine, mortgage, another credit card and insurance. 

Normally I have a fun time opening mail, but lately I haven't been having fun when I keep owing more and more money; $1,500 mortgage bill. 
Shelby: And now, it is sink or swim. Tomorrow we will see if the teens can keep their financial heads above water.

 
Maggie: Oh man, Jenny had to make some tough choices at the mall. But what about you guys? Are you savvy shoppers? Well, you can test your skills with our virtual credit card game over at Channelone.com.

Alright guys. That's going to do it for us. I am Maggi Rulli. Go have an awesome day, and we cannot wait to see you right back here tomorrow.
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