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Azia: Hey guys, it is Thursday, December 17. I am Azia Celestino, and Channel One News starts right now.
First up today, big news in the banking world. The Federal Reserve announced yesterday that it was raising interest rates, and that is the first time that has happened in almost 10 years.
The Federal Reserve, simply known as the Fed, is our nation's central banking system. It issues our coin and paper money and regulates monetary policy, like raising or lowering interest rates. And yesterday the economy got a big vote of confidence as policymakers increased short-term interest rates by a quarter point, to a range of between a quarter and a half percent.

The economy was in meltdown seven years ago, so the Fed slashed interest to near zero. The idea was that it would keep the economy moving. Since then, the slow but steady gains in the job market and housing industry have given policymakers the signal that the economy is strong enough for a rate hike. 

Interest is a fee you pay when you borrow money, so now you can expect a bump up in credit card rates and car loans. And on the bright side, you will get more interest if you have money in a savings account.

Next, we head to Baltimore, Maryland; that is where protests have been happening for several months now over the death of Freddie Gray, who died from an injury he got while being held by police. Well, an officer was on trial for his role, but yesterday a jury couldn't reach a verdict, so a mistrial was called.
A mistrial in the case of Baltimore police officer William Porter pretty much means the whole trial gets thrown out. Now prosecutors have to decide if they should start over and seek a new trial. 

Porter was one of six police officers charged in connection with the death of Gray, who suffered a fatal spinal cord injury while in police custody last April. He was not the arresting officer but was present at five of the six stops the police van made as it was transporting Gray to jail.

Prosecutors argued Porter ignored Gray's request for medical help and broke police policy by not securing him with a seatbelt. But defense attorneys say Porter did tell his supervisor that Gray needed to go to the hospital and acted reasonably.
The number of Americans hitting trains, planes and automobiles this holiday season is expected to break records. Early estimates put the number at 100 million Americans on the move. 
AAA says from Wednesday, December 23, to Sunday, January 3, that one in three Americans will travel 50 miles or more. That represents a 1.4-percent increase in holiday travel over last year. And the vast majority of them will be driving to their destination. 
One reason for the record numbers hitting the roads: well, gas prices are really cheap, the cheapest in seven years. By Christmas, the national average price for a gallon of gas is expected to be below $2 a gallon. 

Nearly 91 percent plan to travel by car; 5.7 percent plan to hit the sky and fly, as airfare prices have dropped by 6 percent; and the remaining 3.4 percent plan to use other forms of travel like trains, boats or — who knows? — maybe Santa's surfboard.
All right, coming up: if you have ever wanted to be an astronaut, better get those resumes ready because NASA is hiring.
Azia: Okay guys, Arielle is here with me now for our next story about NASA's new quest to find the next generation of astronauts.

Arielle: That is right, Azia. For the first time in four years, NASA is accepting job applications. So what is an astronaut's job like, and what does it take to get your foot in the door? Take a look.
Imagine being among the first to step on the planet Mars, exploring parts of space that have never been seen before, helping to unlock the mysteries of our universe.

Dava Newman: Going to Mars, a human journey to Mars, I think absolutely is a renaissance. I think we've captivated not just the U.S., but the world. 

Arielle: NASA is planning a human mission to Mars for the 2030s. It is now trying to recruit Americans who might take the journey. NASA Deputy Administrator Dava Newman hopes a record-breaking number of qualified Americans will apply to NASA's astronaut class of 2017.

But making the cut won't be easy.

Newman: The background is really important. How are people as leaders? How are they in a team? We have a really rigorous selection board.

Arielle: Applicants must be U.S. citizens with a bachelor's degree in engineering, biological or physical science or mathematics. They should also have three years of relevant experience or at least 1,000 hours piloting a jet and must pass a NASA astronaut physical.

Newman: And how do you make decisions? How do you work in teams? Because you are making critical decisions, and in human space flight, you are making life and death decisions. 

Arielle: There have been 338 NASA astronauts ranging in age from 26 to 46. 
Of the 6,300 who applied for the last class, only eight, four men and four women, were chosen. That is about a 0.1-percent chance of being accepted. 

But aerobatic pilot and NASA applicant Melissa Pemberton isn't discouraged.

Melissa Pemberton: For a pilot and someone that has a passion for travel and adventure and aviation, I just can't even imagine a better job than being an astronaut.

Arielle: Candidates will spend at least one year training for spacewalks, operating robotics and going through mission simulations, all with the possibility of one day going to Mars.

Newman: It'll take us about eight months to get there, and it's roundtrip, so just under a couple years roundtrip. And we'll be on the surface of Mars for about 500 days searching for the evidence of life, of past life. 
Arielle: So while space is a curiosity for many, only a select few may qualify to work for NASA.

Newman: There's people with a lot of experience and all the right academic background, that's who typically make it, but it is a very fine filter. But then you talk to any astronauts, and they’ll say, “Hey, we're just normal people.” People are so humble and grounded and say, “You can do it — dream. And that's a really important message.

Arielle: And the new space cadets will be announced in spring of 2017.  
Azia: Awesome, thanks, Arielle. All right, after the break: the hot holiday hobby that will blow you away.
Azia: You probably have glass cups at home in your kitchen or a really nice vase to hold flowers. Well, glassblowing is an ancient art form that has been around for centuries. But this company is breathing new life into the craft just in time for the holidays.
The Pretentious Beer Glass Company in Knoxville, Tennessee, started out creating unique glasses for craft beverages. But during the holidays, they turn their attention from beer to holiday cheer.

Matthew Cummings: Pretty much anything that you can make out of glass, we've got our hands in.

Azia: They heat the glass to a blazing 2,100 degrees until it is gooey, mix in the colors, spin and blow to make a bubble. When it cools and hardens — voilà! A beautiful ornament. 

Cummings: Literally everything about how we approach glass hasn't changed in hundreds and hundreds of years. 
Azia: The art of glassblowing was believed to be invented by craftsmen in Syria more than 2,000 years ago. During the Middle Ages, Murano, an island in Italy, became known for a technique producing clear glass and vivid colors used to make vases, bowls and other luxury glass items today.

Cummings: The tools, the techniques to learn how to blow glass is not something that you can read about, you know. It's not something that you can take a course in. It's something that you have to go work under someone else, and it really is this Old World apprentice system. 
Azia: Now, with the holidays coming up, PBGC is opening its studio for everyone who wants to give glassblowing a try for themselves making ornaments.

Cummings: We take what we do very seriously, but if you ever get a chance to come down, then you'll notice, like, hang out with us even for a minute, like, we're not pretentious people.

Azia: PBGC also has a special treat: especially delicate candy canes, blown just for this season.

Even if you don't want to make them yourself, it is clear to see what makes these ornaments a hot item during the holidays.

Pretty neat! But if glassblowing isn’t your thing, there are five do-it-yourself holiday decor and gift ideas at ChannelOne.com. 
All right, guys, we are on our way out, but not before checking out one more thing.
He is cute. He is furry. And he is the newest guy on the block at the National Zoo. Meet panda cub Bei Bei, who got his first press conference yesterday.

Juan Rodriguez: Definitely a very special moment to be, you know, there's less than 2,000 in the whole world, so to be able to be carrying this really unique and critically endangered species is really special.

Azia: Since his birth back in August, thousands have followed all his firsts online via a Smithsonian webcam. Bei Bei will eventually be moved back to his home country, China. But for now, he enjoys lazy days at the zoo, napping and hanging out with his momma.

Rodriguez: He might be a little momma's boy, which is great.
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