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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




 

	District Overview
The Gifted program prepares students for active and imaginative intellectual life by fostering analytical and critical thinking as well as self-expression and reflection. In the elementary years, students learn to apply logic, reasoning and analysis.  This focus on questioning transitions into personalizing a method for inquiry.  Student interests and modes of working are nurtured as students become more aware of their knowledge development.  In the middle school years, students explore world cultures, mythology, communication, research, and metacognitive skills while building an awareness of the humanities. In the high school years, students will follow Socrates’ dictum that “the unexamined life is not worth living” by engaging in seminars that focus on philosophical theory and analysis of literary and visual texts.  All in all, instruction is designed to meet their individual needs.  
Grade 8 Description

Students in the eighth grade gifted class continue to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills through investigation of cultures and civilizations.  Students explore units on Early Modern World through the 21st Century.  These units incorporate components of the humanities by examining art, literature, philosophy, theater and music related to the regions of the world.  Students engage in activities related to fiction and non-fiction comprehension, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  They examine characteristics of communities and how they shape people’s perceptions, attitudes, values, and modern worldviews.  The physical, human and cultural geography of places throughout the world is analyzed through weekly discussion seminars.  The curriculum is designed to foster the growth of their individual interests and set a foundation in the communication art areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Skills taught extend from the regular curriculum and challenge the students by improving their fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality (P. Torrance’s taxonomy of creative thinking).  Overall, the main goal of the course is for students to extend their learning through enrichment activities developed to meet their GIEP needs.


	Grade 8 Units:
The units should equate to a full course (full-year/semester) of instruction.
· Unit 1: Elements of Literature
· Unit 2: Why Wage War
· Unit 3: The Early Modern World
· Unit 4: The Modern World
· Unit 5: The Dynamic Decades
· Unit 6: Research Project
· Unit 7: Touchstones Discussion Project – Where’d They Get That Idea?  Issues and Ideas in Science and Mathematics – Volume I



	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 6 weeks


	Unit Title:  
Elements of Literature


	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  
Students will demonstrate knowledge and apply skills related to comprehending and analyzing fiction and non-fiction text. Students will identify and analyze literary elements, literary genres, and figurative language.  They will learn how to collaborate and discuss information related to text with peers.  Their discussions will lead to development of written an oral presentation of ideas.
How do literary elements and active reading enhance understanding?

How do the elements of literature assist one reading and thinking critically about text?



	Unit Objectives:  
· Students will engage in critical reading and analysis of fiction and non-fiction text.
· Students will evaluate fiction and non-fiction text through literary devices, figurative language, plot, theme, characters, setting, point of view, and art.
· Students will identify elements of fiction and non-fiction text.

· Students will collaborate and discuss with peers both fiction and non-fiction text.

· Students will demonstrate understanding of text structure through use of outlining and graphic organizers.

· Students will apply metacognitive strategies to self-monitor and correct reading comprehension.

· Students will present their ideas and interpretation of fiction and non-fiction text using written and media formats.

· Students will explain how visual information and data support written text.

· Students will synthesize and articulate the importance of the author’s style, word choice, and language structure in relation to the point of view.


	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.2.8 Reading Informational Text A –C

· 1.3.8 Reading Literature A – C 



	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 1.2.8 Reading Informational Text D, E, F, H, K

· 1.3.8 Reading Literature D, E, F, I

· 1.5.8 Speaking and Listening A, C, D

	Misconceptions:

· Vocabulary and word choice does not matter
· Spelling, punctuation, and grammar are important

· There are no right answers
· Analysis of text requires discussion and re-reading 

	Concepts/Content:

· literary elements: plot, theme, characterization, setting, motif, tone, point of view, text structure, style, dialogue, author’s purpose, conflict, poetic devices, allegory, language structure, personal essay, memoir, editorial, journal, bias, generalizations 
· figurative language: alliteration, exaggeration, imagery, consonance, assonance, irony, allusion, symbolism, dialect, rhythm, rhyme, paradox, antithesis, oxymoron, metonymy, hyperbole, understatement 
· analysis and synthesis of text

· analyze and evaluate narrative features



	Competencies/Skills: 

· identify and analyze literary elements
· identify and evaluate literary genres
· identify, analyze use of figurative language 
· acquire fundamental listening, speaking and thinking skills
· identify and analyze literary devices 
· determine author’s claims and arguments 
· evaluate the effectiveness of a piece
· apply acquired information to communicate ideas

	Description of Activities:
· read short stories, poetry and non-fiction text

· small group discussion

· talk to the text analysis

· create and analyze plot diagrams
· highlight and illustrate text 

· written book report

· formal presentation

· interpret poetry

· create a media project illustrating elements of story



	Assessments:
· Evaluate a given story using a narrative response
· Analyze the given story’s literary elements and their meaning

· Present one’s interpretation and understanding of a story using appropriate public speaking strategies



	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Technology
3.5 Reading Informational Text CC.3.5.6-8.G; CC.3.5.6-8.I
Arts and Humanities
9.3 – Critical Response


	Additional Resources:

· Forms and Elements of Literature, McDonald
· Figurative Language, McDonald
· Literary Genres, McDonald
· Novels


	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 5 - 6 weeks


	Unit Title:  

Why Wage War


	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

Students will learn about theories of war and engage in research and critical thinking activities to formulate their own opinions.  This unit will require students to investigate and discuss four different views of war embodied in the positions of the Pacifist, the Political Realist, the Just War Advocate, and the Holy War Advocate.  In a simulated talk show, students will role-play panelists or audience questioners to demonstrate their understanding of each position.  To further demonstrate history thinking skills, students analyze a case study of a current or historical conflict and recommend the best action for the United States to adopt.  Applied learning standards are addressed throughout the unit.  Students are constantly researching, investigating, actively listening, and collaborating with peers on the development of their ideas.   

What are the ethical theories of war?

How are the negative impacts of war justified?

What determines war as the final outcome?

Should the United States fight wars to make the world safe for democracy?


	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will identify and define the four theories of war: Pacifism, Just War, Political Realism, and Holy War.
· Students will analyze the costs and benefits of war.
· Students will evaluate the significance and meaningfulness of war.
· Students will discuss the historical interpretation of war.
· Students will develop their ethical perspectives related to war.

	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.2.8  Reading Informational Text A – L

	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 1.3.8  Reading Literature A – F

· 1.4.8  Writing A - L

	Misconceptions:

· People support theories to the end
· Theories of war stand alone

· War is unavoidable 

· The losing side suffers the most loss

	Concepts/Content:

· theories of war

· talk show components / scripting writing / reading
· ethics and morals
· types of conflict

· political relations

· jobs of the U.S. President

· diplomacy

· Bosnian Crisis

· current events

· formal letter writing

· public service announcements

	Competencies/Skills:

· read to understand information
· work cooperatively with others
· follow written and oral directions
· make value judgments on social / ethical issues
· pose relevant questions
· use reading, speaking, drama, and debate skills
· apply ethical theories to a case study

· use proper biographical citations

· articulate the beliefs of another in spite of personal opinions

· present novel representation of war

· define content vocabulary and use terms appropriately in context

· reflect in weekly writing journals

· apply literary elements to reading selections

· write a business letter


	Description of Activities:

· read and research war theories

· discuss theories of war and political followers

· presents facts on research

· create a public service announcement
· plan, organize and write a script for talk show

· film and critique talk show

· debate opinions

· read and interpret case study

· evaluate a media documentary 

· write a formal letter  

	Assessments:

· Talk Show presentation
· Public Service Announcement 
· Written formal letter to the U.S. President


	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Technology

3.5 Reading Informational Text CC.3.5.6-8.G; CC.3.5.6-8.H; CC.3.5.6-8.I
Arts and Humanities

9.3 – Critical Response

Social Studies

8.5 - Reading Informational Text
	Additional Resources:

· Why Wage War, Interact

· World History, Holt- McDougal
· Novels


	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 5-6 weeks


	Unit Title:  

The Early Modern World


	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

The unit provides students with an in-depth look at the Scientific Revolution and the Age of Exploration.  Students will read early forms of literature, writing excerpts and primary sources.  They will examine how new inventions allowed European explorers to sail around the globe.  The discovery of the new lands and conclusion that the world is not flat will be discussed and analyzed in regards to its impact on society and economies around the world.  At the same time, students will examine European thinkers and their development of government during the Enlightenment period.  Students will research how these ideas led societies to take up arms in revolutions and fight for their freedom.  All in all, students will learn how both European exploration and the Enlightenment helped shape the world.
What impact did the Enlightenment have in Europe and the Americas?
How did the new ideas lead to exploration and cultural and economic changes?



	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will read fiction and non-fiction text related to The Early Modern World.

· Students will analyze the challenges and benefits of the Scientific Revolution. 
· Students will discuss and debate the great voyages of discovery.
· Students will create a visual depiction of the economic effects between the Old and New Worlds. 
· Students will write a creative fictional chapter to a literature selection. 
· Students will examine the characteristics of the ideas of the Enlightenment Era.

· Students will write an article found in an old almanac.

· Students will visually depict facts related to views of government.
· Students will paint a watercolor replica of Vermeer’s work, The Girl with a Pearl Earring.



	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.2.8  Reading Informational Text A – I

· 1.3.8   Reading Literature A – I


	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 9.1.A Production, Performance and Exhibition
· 1.4.8 Writing – M - X
· 3.5.8 Reading Informational Text  CC.3.5.6-8.G

	Misconceptions:

· Watercolor painting is the easiest form of art.
· All pictures must have a base drawing before painting
· What did the founding fathers really intend for the people?

· European exploration discovery wild lands / territory

	Concepts/Content:

· The Scientific Revolution
· great voyages of discovery
· new systems of trade
· market economies
· The Girl with a Pearl Earring
· Vermeer
· ideas of Enlightenment
· new views on government
· The Age of Revolution

	Competencies/Skills:

· write an informative report
· identify the broad effects of the Scientific Revolution on society
· research discoveries and inventions of early modern science
· examine and analyze maps illustrating the changing geography of Europe and the Americas
· discuss effects of market economies on world globalization
· define content vocabulary and use terms appropriately in context
· apply literary elements to reading selections
· write a debate between two Enlightenment figures
 
	Description of Activities:

· read excerpts, maxims, primary sources and literature
· creating illustrations for philosophers and scientists using media software
· research and design a replica of Vermeer’s, The Girl with a Pearl Earring 

· writing a debate between two selected philosophers

· analyzing media related to Vermeer’s techniques and his works

	Assessments:

· Evaluate the literary elements used in The Girl with a Pearl Earring, by Chevalier
· Present one’s interpretation and understanding of Vermeer’s works
· Presentation of painting and use of art techniques

	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Technology

3.5 Reading Informational Text CC.3.5.6-8.G; CC.3.5.6-8.I

Arts and Humanities

9.2 – Historical and Cultural Contexts

9.3 – Critical Response

	Additional Resources:

· World History, Holt- McDougal
· Video - Vermeer
· Novels



	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 4-5 weeks


	Unit Title:  

The Modern World


	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

Students will learn how the political, economic and technological revolutions of the nineteenth century led to tremendous changes in the twentieth century.  Politically, they will examine how kings and empires gave way to democratic governments and independent states.  Students will analyze documents from primary sources and evaluate information from the perspective of soldiers.  Economically, students will learn about industrialization and its role in globalization.  They will understand more about how products once made by hand in homes are now mass-produced in factories as a result of technological advancements.  These technologies along with the technologies of warfare, science, medicine and other areas will be studied.   Students will discuss the impact of the changes and the struggle societies went through in order to achieve advancement.    
How did the Industrial Revolution and imperialism transform the world?
What challenges did the world’s nations face in the late 1900s and early 2000s?



	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will read fiction and non-fiction text related to The Modern World.
· Students will read and examine primary sources related to WWI and WWII.

· Students will cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says.
· Students will collaborate and discuss the revolutionary ideals of European leaders.
· Students will examine the impact of the Industrial Revolution on Europe and America.

· Students will chart and evaluate the spread of nationalism.

· Students will compare and contrast the causes of WWI and WWII.

· Students will research and analyze information on 20th century technology.

· Students will evaluate evidence presented in a media study focusing on a soldier’s observations of wartime life.

· Students will write a biographical narrative about a significant event in the life of a historical figure from The Modern World.



	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  
· 1.2.8  Reading Informational Text A – I

· 1.3.8   Reading Literature A – I



	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 1.5.8 Speaking and Listening A – F
· 1.4.8 Writing M - W


	Misconceptions:

· The Industrial Revolution brought about affordable changes as well as a positive spirit among society.
· Most soldiers in WWI were killed by machine guns.
· All of the warring during WWI was done from the trenches.
· Hitler started WWII.
· The U.S. won the Cold War. 

	Concepts/Content:

· The Napoleonic Era
· The Congress of Vienna
· Latin America independence
· The Industrial Revolution
· nationalism
· colonial empires

· World War I

· The Treaty of Versailles

· The Russian Revolution

· World War II

· The Holocaust

· The Cold War

· Vietnam War

· Korean War

· terrorism

· global interdependence

· vocabulary 
	Competencies/Skills:

· define content vocabulary and use terms appropriately in context
· apply literary elements to reading selections 
· identify achievements and failures of key leaders: Bonaparte, Metternich, and Bolivar
· research new inventions, factory system, and ways of life during the Industrial Revolution
· compare and contrast Romanticism and Realism
· examine political boundaries that changed Europe

· analyze the conditions that made Europe ripe for war
· discuss the significance of the Allied power
· evaluate the goals of the Treaty of Versailles
· compare and contrast the pre-WWI and post-WWI Soviet Union
· research topics related to war, society and the economy
· write a biographical narrative
· debate ideas in a simulation of the Congress of Vienna
· orally respond to actions taken by leaders (ex:  attack on Pearl Harbor)
· research a country’s pre-war history, its reasons for involvement in the war, and the impact of the war on its long-term status in the realm of international politics
· research strategies taken by leaders to economically aid their countries

· persuade an audience to support a view using a media format

	Description of Activities:

· read excerpts, maxims, primary sources and literature

· collaborate on the interpretations of sources
· research and locate sources to support ideas

· evaluate and analyze maps showing boundaries of European nations
· debate ideas in a simulation of the Congress of Vienna meetings
· create a magazine cover page and headline story focusing on an event in WWI or WWII


	Assessments:

· Unit Test
· Presentation on cover story and headline article illustrating the research and information learned about a topic of interest.
· Debate views based on research findings related to The Congress of Vienna.



	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Social Studies
8.5 Reading Informational Text  
Arts and Humanities

9.2 – Historical and Cultural Contexts

9.3 – Critical Response

Science and Technology

3.6 Technology Education


	Additional Resources:

· World History Activators:  The Congress of Vienna: Interact, Learning Through Experience
· World History Activators:  A Shot in Sarajevo: Interact, Learning Through Experience
· World History Activators:  Holocaust, 1944: Interact, Learning Through Experience

· World History, Holt- McDougal
· Novels




	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 5 - 6 weeks


	Unit Title:  

The Dynamic Decades


	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

In this unit, students will read, research, and report on America in the 20th Century.  Students will work in small groups to study the history and culture of America in the 1900s, decade by decade.  Based on their learning styles, students will think critically about issues from the different time periods.  Students will employ standard research processes to learn about significant events and trends in the following content areas: American and the world, family life, work, and school; science and technology; key social issues; and arts, sport and culture. They will work in small groups to pursue and process results of their research in order to demonstrate comprehension and evaluation of findings.  The demonstration of their understanding will be presented via a project of their choice.
How did the decades change American culture?
How did the political, social and economical impacts of the twentieth century impact today’s lifestyles?



	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will define content vocabulary and use terms appropriately in context.
· Students will apply literary elements to reading selections.

· Students will examine America’s changing role in the world in each decade and throughout the century.
· Students will analyze the gap between social ideals and practical reality in each decade.
· Students will recognize different ways of approaching conflict and seeking social change. 
· Students will discuss and analyze the impact of an evolving mass media on people’s attitudes and social change.

· Students will engage in discussion and form an understanding about different views on social issues of the decade and century.
· Students will identify how past decisions affect the present and present decisions may affect the future. 



	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.2.8  Reading Informational Text A – I

· 1.4.8   Writing A - L


	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 1.3.8 Reading Literature A – I
· 1.5.8 Speaking and Listening A – F



	Misconceptions:

· The people of that era thought that their future would be radically different than their present.
· The 1950s was a conservative time period.
· Scientists predicted global cooling in the 1970s.
· The stock market crash in 1929 caused the Great Depression.

	Concepts/Content:

· 1900s – The World’s Fair, Paris
· 1910s - WWI
· 1920s - The Roaring 20s
· 1930s - The Dust Bowl 
· 1940s – NATO is established
· 1950s – First color TV, credit cards, organ transplant
· 1960s – JFK assassination
· 1970s – Skylab, America’s first space station is launched
· 1980s – first woman in space and appointed to Supreme Court
· 1990s – Hubble telescope 

	Competencies/Skills:

· read non-fiction literature with understanding
· define content vocabulary and use terms appropriately in context
· compare and contrast culture and society
· examine facts related to topics
· research facts related to decade topics of study
· create a presentation related to a decade of choice

· orally present and actively involve audience
· apply literary elements to reading selections
	Description of Activities:

· read and analyze charts related to main events 
· read non-fiction text 
· compare and contrast primary source documents 
· interpret timelines
· create a presentation of facts related to research findings
· complete writing activities based on the chosen presentation project

· practice communicating effectively, both orally and in writing

· practice using technology to collect, analyze, organize, and evaluate information

	Assessments:

· Quiz

· Oral presentation using a technology tool of choice to report on a topic related to the assigned decade that involves the audience in an engaging process

	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Arts and Humanities

9.3 – Critical Response

Environment and Ecology

4.3 Environmental Health

Science and Technology

3.6 Technology Education
	Additional Resources:

· Dynamic Decades, Interact: Learning Through Experience

· Video - The Eighties
· World History, Holt- McDougal
· Novels


	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: 3 - 4 weeks (on-going based on deadlines for project selection)


	Unit Title:  

Research Project



	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

In this unit, students will select a topic of their choice to formally research.  The topic needs to be broad enough for the student to begin finding sources and writing questions.  The primary goal of the research is to provide students with a number of meaningful, guided activities that will extend and enrich his/ her learning experiences.  In order for students to write an effective research paper, students must develop critical thinking, evaluating, and analytical skills.  These skills have become even more significant in an increasingly technology driven world. Therefore, a focus on 21st Century skills, coupled with traditional research and critical thinking, drive the structure of this curriculum initiative. At the 8th grade level, students will learn how to choose an appropriate topic, how to find, organize, evaluate, and cite sources, and how to write a research paper that demonstrates a balance between their opinions and the facts.  These skills will be taught using writing initiatives aligned with the English department.  Students will be encouraged to present research using a technology format related to their individual interests.

How can a topic of interest be developed into an interesting research paper?

What components are included in a strong thesis statement?

	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will examine and discuss effective pre-writing methods.

· Students will brainstorm ideas and finalize a topic for research.

· Students will access and use information from a variety of resources for different purposes.

· Students will engage in evaluation of sources to determine validity and reliability.
· Students will record information in an electronic or paper format.

· Students will engage in the formal writing process involving choosing a topic, gathering ideas, drafting, reviewing and revising, and publishing their written work.

· Students will cite sources using MLA format.



	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.4.8 Writing G - L
· 1.2.8 Reading Informational Text A – L

	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 3.5.8 Reading Informational Text G - I


	Misconceptions:

· Students think that only people with good verbal skills can write good papers.
· Revising a paper is a quick task.

· Writing a thesis is an easy task. 

· Annotations do not need to have a lot of detail. 



	Concepts/Content:

· what is research
· topic selection
· development of questions
· evaluation of resources
· notecard content
· outline structure
· writing a thesis 
· in-text citations
· annotated bibliography
· MLA format


	Competencies/Skills:

· identify the resource appropriate for a specific purpose 
· utilize the resource to locate information

· generate questions to expand or narrow the research

· cite sources correctly using MLA style

· discern fact from opinion

· practice the skill of paraphrasing / summarizing

· compile accurate notes
	Description of Activities:

· use library and interlibrary catalog databases and organizational features of electronic information (for example, Internet, electronic mail, CD-ROM, or laser disc) to locate information
· engage in the writing process to formally organize and write formal paper
· use a media format to facilitate organization of data and project choice
· create and formally present research project to the class using a technology tool of their choice

	Assessments:

· Completion of notecards, outline, and annotated bibliography
· Using a media format create a presentation with a clear focus on research topic.  Incorporate dialogue, sound, music, animations, pictures, and film clips to illustrate a clear depiction of research topic


	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Arts and Humanities

9.3 – Critical Response

Science and Technology

3.6 Technology Education
	Additional Resources:

· BIG 6 – Research Model

· Noodle Tools

· Writing Workshop:  Research Paper, Scholastic

· OWL Purdue Online Writing Lab




	Subject: Gifted
	Grade: 8
	Suggested Timeline: on-going throughout the year (one meeting per 6 day cycle) - 4 weeks


	Unit Title:  

Touchstones: Where’d They Get That Idea?  Issues and Ideas in Science and Mathematics – Volume I, Touchstones Discussion Project



	Unit Overview/Essential Understanding:  

As the world changes, so must the ways we teach and learn.  Our world is becoming more interconnected, bringing together people with diverse backgrounds and differing perspectives.  Technology places volumes of information at our fingertips.  Skills such as problem-solving in groups, processing and evaluating new information, and working with diverse groups of people are more critical than ever to students’ success.  Students must now also learn how to teach themselves.  This unit offers students the tools to meet the demands of the emerging environment with a focus on mathematics and science.  Students participate in weekly discussions learning strategies to help them navigate their way through school and life.  The discussion project helps students learn to process information, ask the right questions, and enlist the help of others in making decisions.  As they listen, explore, cooperate, and solve problems, they become true collaborators in their own learning.  They learn that life is not always about answers being right or wrong but rather about decisions being better or worse.
What are effective discussion strategies?

	Unit Objectives:  

· Students will acquire fundamental listening, speaking, and thinking skills.
· Students will become active listeners.
· Students will develop critical thinking skills while reading and discussing text.
· Students will develop critical reading skills while examining directed questions.

	Focus Standards Addressed in this Unit:  

· 1.3.8 Reading Literature A – D, F, K

· 1.5.8 Speaking and Listening A - G

	Important Standards Addressed in this Unit:

· 1.4.8 Writing S, U, X




	Misconceptions:

· Formal discussion topics exist.
· Other’s points of view matter.
· In a collaborative environment everyone has a role that needs to be acknowledged.
· There are appropriate times to enter a conversation.

	Concepts/Content:

· what is a discussion
· what does active listening look like
· listening respectfully
· focusing attention on the speaker
· understanding and accepting different opinions
· identifying preconceptions that inhibit listening
· asking good questions that promote discussion / clarification

	Competencies/Skills:

· identifying key issues

· evaluating opinions and evidence

· generating ideas

· making inferences
· asking critical questions

· finding a point of entry

· utilizing question strategies

· supporting opinions with text

· cooperating with peers

· relating directly to peers

· asking questions to clarify discussion

· formulating complex ideas
	Description of Activities:

· reading and analyzing text on the spot independently
· sitting in a circular arrangement to discuss text

· collaborating with peers on a level that is respectful and engaging

· responding to peer discussion with critical points of view

	Assessments:

· Students will keep an on-going log of reflection prompts journaling their individual experiences within the Touchstones Discussion Project.  
· They will have the opportunity to expand on the reflections using a creative aspect if they choose to at time throughout the year.


	Interdisciplinary Connections:

Arts and Humanities

9.3 – Critical Response

Science and Technology

3.6 Technology Education

Mathematics

2.2 Algebraic Concepts
	Additional Resources:

· Touchstones: Where’d They Get That Idea
· Philosophy for Teens:  Questioning Life’s Big Ideas, Kaye
· Novels




