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USEFUL INFORMATION

Emergency number: 112 (in all EU countries). They speak English.

Information number: 1188 – information regarding anything in the Czech Republic. They speak English.

Contact in the Czech Republic

Marcela Janíčková, M.A., Executive director
cell phone: (00420) 721 038 541

e-mail: janickovamarcela@hotmail.com
Dr. Blanka Maderová, Director of Research and Professional Development, tel. (00420) 608 174 134
Dr. Robbins, Academic Director

cell phone: (00420) 723 081 891
Dormitory address:

Kolej Komenského

Parléřova 6

160 00 Prague – Břevnov

tel. (+420) 220 516 816 (operator)


Your phone number at the dormitory: (+420) 220 388 xxx (xxx is a 3 digit tel. extension number of your room)

24-hour contact at the dormitory:

Mrs. Zuzana Wiener, resident "dorm mother", room 119, extension 358, cell phone 607 549 691

Mailing address

1) for ordinary shipments 

Student's name and room number

Kolej Komenskeho

Parlerova 6

160 00 Prague – Brevnov

Czech Republic

2) for expensive, sensitive shipments – ask the executive director Ms. Janíčková

Fax number: (+420) 222 112 270

Make sure that the sender prefaces the content of the fax by the following info: 

Student's name

Intercultural Studies Honors Program

Emergency medical treatment (nights, weekends) and a 24-hour pharmacy

Hospital Motol
Reception for foreigners is open from 7 am to 10 pm; tel. 224 433 682, 224 433 681, 224 433 674
How to get there:

1) by taxi from the dormitory, ca 100 crowns (6 dollars), 10 minutes

2) by public transportation (40 min): see the section “Directions from the dormitory”, p. 24

Dental emergency (nights, weekends)

VFN – Všeobecná fakultní nemocnice

U Nemocnice 2

For directions, see the section “Directions from the dormitory, p. 25)

Ordinary pharmacy: 

close to the dormitory: on the left side of the Pohořelec square 


close to school: across from MY department store at Národní třída

Medicine

Bring a small supply of medicine that you are used to for minor ailments. Everything is available here but often under different names. 

ATMs are very numerous. The closest ATM to the dormitory is at Pohorelec square (to the right from the tram stop, in front of the bank Komercni banka. 

Debit/Credit cards

It is imperative that you inform your bank of your stay in Europe or they will block your card.

Blocking a lost card

American Express: (+420) 222 412 230 

Visa: 001 410 581 7931

MasterCard: 001 314 542 7111

Checks are not accepted as a method of payment in the Czech Republic. Citibank does business both in the USA and in the Czech Republic. 
You can open a bank account with major bank and receive a debit card.
US Embassy

Tržiště 15, Praha 1

emergency number (+420) 257 022 000

http://prague.usembassy.gov
How to get there: take tram 22 to the stop "Malostranské náměstí" (5 stops from Pohořelec). Walk straight ahead, following the tram tracks. Take second right and walk up ca 150 yards.

Taxi

Receptionists will be happy to assist to you to call a cab. The most trusted cab companies are AAA: 14 014, Profi taxi: 844 700 800, City Taxi: 257 257 257

Always ask for price estimate in advance and get a receipt from the driver.

Visa requirements

American, Canadian, and Mexican citizens can travel/stay in the EU countries for 3 months without a visa. Students in the fall and spring semesters must obtain a student visa. For more information on visa application process, go to our website www.semesterinprague.eu
UPON YOUR ARRIVAL

Once you deplane in Prague, proceed through passport control, then collect your luggage.  

If your luggage does not arrive with you in Prague, it will almost certainly arrive within 24 hours.  Once you discover that your luggage is missing, notify the desk of your airline in the luggage pick-up area and give them your name, address of the dormitory, and telephone number of the program’s Director of Research Dr. Blanka Maderova (00420 608 174 134). The luggage will be delivered to you as soon as it arrives. 

Either dr. Robbins or Ms. Janíčková or dr. Maderova will wait for you at the exit from the baggage area of your terminal, carrying a sign that says “INTERCULTURAL STUDIES”.  They will transport you to the dormitory.

If, for any reason, you are delayed in getting to Prague or do not connect up with Intercultural Studies representatives, please contact dr. Blanka Maderova at 00420 608 174 134. 
Then take the airport taxi to the dorm address (for instructions, see p. 2). The price of the ride is 400 crowns (ca 21 dollars). You will find the customer desk right by the exit from the customs area.

Funds in Czech crowns for immediate expenses

Before you leave the airport you will need some Czech currency to cover immediate expenses. We suggest that you withdraw/exchange 2500 crowns (ca 103 dollars).

The dollar amount reflects the approximate exchange rate: 1 dollar = 24 crowns.

This money will cover the following expenses:


1) a tree-day pass for 310 crowns (13 dollars) before you get the
discounted student pass.
2) 720 crowns for a transportation pass for 90 days (30 dollars)

3) 200 crowns (8 dollars) as a symbolical fee for the use of the cookware and course books provided by the program. Students pay for the replacement of damaged items according to a provided price list.

4) 1 000 crowns (41 dollars) for your food and expenses during the first 4 days. The cost of food will decrease dramatically as you begin to shop in supermarkets and cook your own.

5) 270 crowns (11 dollars) for incidentals

You can withdraw Czech crowns from ATMs located at Prague-Ruzyně Airport. Make sure you have sufficiently high limit per transaction to withdraw necessary funds. You can also exchange dollars in cash for crowns in the exchange bureau at Prague-Ruzyně Airport.

Attention:

Do not forget to inform your bank/credit card company that you will be using the card in Europe. Otherwise they might stop your withdrawals for fear that your card was stolen and is now used abroad without your consent. 

DORMITORY 

This is the contact information for the dormitory. Have this address on you when you come to Prague.

Kolej Komenského (Komensky dorm)

Parléřova Street 6

Prague – Břevnov

Dormitory is in a very safe residential area near Prague Castle. 

The type of accommodation

You will be accommodated in single rooms. Two rooms are connected into a suite. They share a kitchenette, a WC, and a shower. There is a hot plate and a refrigerator in the kitchenette; the program supplies an electric kettle, microwave, and ample cookware for the user fee of 200 crowns (8 dollars) per person. 

There are telephones in each room. You can communicate between the rooms, receive telephone calls, but you cannot use them to call outside. There is a pay phone in the lobby of the dormitory.

There is Ethernet connection in the rooms. It is best to bring your own  Ethernet cable. Upon your arrival, you will receive a password to the dormitory network. Then only you can use Internet. 
Important: ultra thin laptops do not have a classic opening for a telephone jack. Make sure that yours has one or buy an adapter. 
You must have adapters for European sockets and electric current. European plug adapters have two round prongs and a hole. Adapters for electric current must be able to step down the European 240 – 220 V to the American 110 – 120 V.  Most electronic appliances (cell phone chargers, laptops) already have inbuilt adapters for electric current – the information is written on the appliance. 

GETTING TO SCHOOL FROM THE DORMITORY

Charles University is a city campus. Its 14 colleges are interspersed throughout the city but none too far from the center. Given your academic needs, some classes will be held in the main building of the Faculty of Social Sciences (so-called Hollar Building), others at Jinonice Building and some perhaps at the College of Liberal Arts. 
The address of Hollar Building is:


Fakulta Sociálních Věd UK 


Smetanovo nábřeží

116 38 Praha 1

Komenského dormitory is located about 20 minutes away from Hollar building by tram. 

Take tram number 22 from the tram station Pohořelec and go downhill 8 stops to Národní divadlo (National Theater) station.

Once on the platform of the tram stop, cross the street to its left side and walk towards the river. Turn right at the embankment. Hollar building is the last one before a sizeable park on your right. The entire walk takes about 5 minutes.

The address of Jinonice Building is:

Fakulta Sociálních Věd UK

U Kříže 10

158 00 Praha 5

To get there, there are at least two options. The „traditional“ one is to take tram number 22 and go downhill 8 stops to Národní třída station. Then change for the metro, line B (yellow line) and go to Jinonice station – 5 stops in the direction of the terminus station Zlicin. The ride will take ca 33 minutes.
The second, faster and simpler option is to walk uphill from the dorm to a bus stop Malovanka. Once there, take bus number 143 in the direction uphill and get off 14 stops later at Jinonice stop. You will receive detailed instructions on how to get to the Jinonice Building during your post-arrival orientation. 
The address of the College of Liberal Arts is:

Namesti Jana Palacha 2, Praha 1

To get there, take tram number 22 downhill, get off at the station Malostranska (4 stops). There is a bridge of your right side. After you cross the bridge, you will see a patch of grass and then an imposing building with Grecian columns and an atrium. That is the Main building of the College. 

ORIENTATION at the UNIVERSITY

The first orientation session will take place on Wednesday, January 18, from 10:00 to 15:30 with an hour lunch break. 
Meeting point: the lobby of the dormitory. 
Do not forget to bring your passport. Also, make a color photocopy of the essential pages in your passport. 
Please make sure that you have read this brochure before the orientation as we will not go over all its contents. You will also have acquired the knowledge that will enable you to asked informed questions.
Ms. Janickova will guide you through the necessary paperwork, and help you obtain university ID, and login and password for the university information system. She will also provide preliminary information about registration for courses. 
The next day you will be able to buy a discounted student transportation pass. This pass is good for unlimited time on all means of public transportation within Prague. A 90-day pass costs 720 crowns (30 dollars).
2017 SPRING SEMESTER SCHEDULE

Feb 4
Registration for classes via Student Information System begins at 10 am at your home college - College of Social Sciences. The registration for courses at other Colleges begins on Feb 6, at 10 am.

Feb 20
classes begin

March 3
end of the add/drop period at 14 pm at the College of Social Sciences
March 5
end of the add/drop period at the College of Arts (18:00)

March 12
end of the add/drop perion ad the College of Education
April 13
Dean’s day (day off)
May 17
Rector’s day (day off)
May 15
exam period

- May 19
May 19
Spring semester ends. 

LEARN ABOUT CHARLES UNIVERSITY

To learn about Charles University, its colleges and departments, as well as support services, visit its official website: www.cuni.cz. There is an English-Czech switch in the upper left corner. You should peruse information under the heading STUDY in the menu on the left on the main page.

To learn about the Faculty of Social Sciences, visit this website:  http://fsv.cuni.cz. There is an English switch at the top of the page. For practical information for foreign students, go to http://intraneteng.fsv.cuni.cz//FSVINTEN-1.html
Peruse information under the tabs Guides and Manuals (about internet connection in the faculty’s buildings, computer labs, printing etc.) and Student Life Info (International Club, libraries, more information on studying and living in Prague). 

To set up your computer for wi-fi connection, follow instructions at this page: http://uvt.cuni.cz/UVTENG-20.html
EDUROAM wifi connection is available at all university buildings and libraries.
INTRODUCTION TO CZECH LANGUAGE 

This 12-day crash course will take place in the mornings from Monday, January 30, to Friday, February 10. It is an introduction to the Czech language. Its goal is to teach you basics of the language, of the etiquette of communication with Czechs, to help you orientate yourself on the street, read menus in restaurants, understand the names of various food products, read timetables of public transportation etc. 

HEALTH CARE

When visiting a physician, always bring your passport with you.

Important: when you feel sick,  go and see a physician in the course of the working hours  (7 am – 5 pm). Do not wait till late in the evening. The emergency room is open from 5 pm to 7 am but it tends to back up.

If you have a foreign insurance policy, you will have to pay in cash.  Insurance companies outside the European Union do not, in general, have contracts with European physicians. The doctor will provide a case report and a receipt in English. Your insurance company will reimburse you based on these documents. You will be asked for 1,000 crowns as a deposit before you receive a treatment.

Emergency medical treatment (nights, weekends) and a 24-hour pharmacy

Hospital Motol

www.fnmotol.cz

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fnmotol.cz/"
 
Reception for foreigners is open from 7 am to 10 pm; tel. 224 433 682, 224 433 681, 224 433 674
How to get there:

1) by taxi from the dormitory, ca 100 crowns (6 dollars), 10 minutes

2) by public transportation: take tram 36 (the stop "Hládkov" below the dormitory), and get off at the first stop ("Vozovna Střešovice"). Cross the street to the left, and you will see the bus stop of buses 174 and 180. Take either of them to the station "Nemocnice Motol" (6th stop by bus 174, 5th stop by bus 180).

Dental Emergency (nights, weekends): Všeobecná fakultní nemocnice, U Nemocnice 2, Praha 2

Take tram 22 from Pohořelec to Karlovo náměstí (10 stops). Change for tram 3,14,18, or 24 and go one stop to Moráň. Turn left, walk along the park and up the street U Nemocnice. 

Dental Emergency is in the complex of Všeobecná fakultní nemocnice (VFN), in the first courtyard to the left. Ask the entrance guard for directions. 

Medication

If you are on medication, make sure to bring sufficient supply and a leaflet that accompanies the medicine. American medicaments or their equivalents are available here but often under different names. That is why it is necessary to know the „ingredients“ of your drugs.
We also suggest that you prepare an "emergency aid kit" containing basic over-the-counter drugs to relieve cough, colds, headaches, muscle pain etc. You may feel more at ease using drugs which you are used to. It is always useful to have a stock of medicine in the dormitory. 


 IMPORTANT WEBSITES

www.prague.eu – information on what is going on every day/week/month in Prague and vicinity. The most exhaustive website regarding activities.

www.radio.cz  (News from the Czech Republic and Central Europe). PRACTICAL SOURCE ON CURRENT EVENTS. 

www.expats.cz and  www.praha.tv provide very qualified information  for foreigners who come for an extended stay in the Czech Republic. It is run by American and British ex-patriots in Prague. 


www.pis.cz (Prague Information Service – services for visitors – addresses of restaurants, shops, Laundromats, lists of cultural events, description of Prague monuments, etc.) 

Travelling in Europe/Czech Republic


Connections 

www.jizdnirady.idnes.cz (bus and train schedules, including connections to other European countries). VERY USEFUL for planning trips.

Railway travel

You will get very professional help from sellers of international tickets at the Main Railway Station (Hlavni Nadrazi)

www.eurorailways.com
If you plan to travel in Europe extensively, you should consider the option of buying a Eurorail pass. Study carefully the conditions for issuing of those passes; some must be purchased already in the U.S.  

Bus travel

www.studentagency.cz (for airtickets and bus tickets for travel in the Czech Republic and abroad. You can purchase them on-line. Their buses are very comfortable and highly affordable on long distance).

www.eurolines.cz (Bus connections between Prague and other big European cities.)


Finding places on a map

www.mapy.cz enables you to find the location of a street in an address of a 

building you wish to visit. One types a name of the street, followed by the name of a town in the search box and a map appears with directions to that address.

USEFUL FACTS

Student discounts – ISIC Card

As a student, your are entitled to an International Student Identity Card (ISIC card). You must get it in the U.S. This card will make you eligible for many discounts during your travels in Europe. A list of the discounts available in Prague and the Czech Republic can be found at:

www.isic.org/student-discounts/discounts-worldwide.aspx
Average weather in the spring semester
January and February are the coldest months when the temperature drops 

to 14 degrees Fahrenheit and stays there for 2 to three weeks at a time. It does not snow much in Prague but the snow is generally abundant in the mountain ranges.

It is therefore very, very important to bring a warm coat and/or down jacket, preferably longer. Wear solid shoes and dress in layers.

March and the first half of April can be rainy so do not forget an umbrella or a raincoat. Temperature rarely rises above 60 F. The end of April and May are balmy but not hot. 

Umbrellas are necessary!

Dress code

It is in your interest to blend in among the Czechs as much as possible – it is a part of the cultural experience. People react to you differently than they would to a foreigner. That means that you have to adjust your behavior and your dress. 

In Europe, as a rule, people dress up more than in the U.S. They prefer understated color combinations, and cuts that are flattering to their bodies rather than those that are "in fashion".  Not everybody can wear anything. Contrary to the popular American opinion, European women do not wear revealing clothes. Therefore, we discourage girls from bringing too short skirts, low-cut jeans or too revealing, sheer or very open tops. Those are regarded as slutty rather than risqué. Exposing too much naked flesh is not appreciated.

Europeans never wear around-the-house clothing in the public – even if they go just shopping in the neighborhood. And the other way round: as soon as they get home, they exchange their formal dress for informal. Nice clothes cost money; the more one protects them, the less money one has to spend to replace them. 

Europeans consider sneakers as a sports wear. They may wear them in the city when running errands but they will almost always opt for patent leather shoes when they go to work.  

Clothes rarely worn in public (includes school):

- sweatshirts
- T-shirts with large inscriptions (names of sports teams, places one

  visited on vacations etc.)

- frayed, worn-out jeans, or loose jeans

- too short shorts or skirts (girls), stripy or checkered shorts that look like bathing suit (men)

- flip-flops

- baseball caps

- clothes revealing or highlighting intimate parts of the body (low-cut jeans etc.)
Important:
Americans have, from the European point of view, a strange habit of wearing clothes that do not suit the weather conditions or combining those that suit with those who belong to a different season. The classic example is to wear ballerinas on bare feet with a fleece jacket on a raw October day while walking up a steep hill to a Gothic castle. 
It is imperative that you bring at least one elegant, formal outfit to wear on occasions (opera, theater, concert, etc.) That includes a suit, dress shirt, tie, and dress shoes for men, or at least fashionable slacks/suit trousers, dress shirt and a nice sweater. Women should plan on bringing an evening dress or and elegant costume with with high heels or pumps. The dress does not have to go full-lenght. 
Quality clothes as well as shoes are priced comparably to the U.S., in some cases even higher.  Sales take place only around Christmas and the end of the summer. Do your shopping in the U.S.

Cell phones

It is probably best to bring a three-band cell phone from the U.S. because cell phones are quite expensive in Europe – even the simplest ones will cost ca. $50. 
That said, we require each student to purchase a Czech sim card that can work in any unlocked phone. It typically costs 200 crowns. Providers even offer special plans for foreign students.
The reason is that, while you may have advantageous international calling plans, Czechs pay outrageous international rates for every call they receive or make. For instance, one minute of an international cell phone call to the U.S. – or a U.S. telephone number -- costs 2 dollars. 
Mobile providers

Vodafone: www.vodafone.cz
T-Mobile: www1.t-mobile.cz

O2: www.o2.cz
All of these providers have their branches on Národní Avenue around or in MY department store. To get there from the dorm, take tram 22 from Pohořelec to Národní třída (9 stops), turn around and you will see a wide avenue in front of you. MY department store is to your right. 

Currency

The name of the currency used in the Czech Republic is Czech crown – „koruna“, and its international abbreviation is CZK. 


As of October 12, 2016, the exchange rate is ca 24 crowns per 1 US dollar.

Time zone

Czech Republic observes the Central European Time (CET) which is 6 hours ahead of the Eastern Standard Time, observed in the Eastern states of the U.S.A.

When reading time, Europeans use military convention. The only difference is that we use a colon to separate hours from minutes. So, for example, “meet me at 18:15” means “meet me at 6:15 p.m.” 

Electrical current

The electrical current has 220-240 Volts in Europe. Your appliances must have converters that step down the European electrical current to the American 110-120 V. You also need to bring plug adapters with 2 round prongs (instead of American two or three flat ones.)

Markets (food)


The grocery store “U Michala” services dorm inhabitants. When you leave the dorm, go uphill, turn right and take the first right again. 
There is a number of smaller grocery and other stores in the vicinity of your dorm including „discount“ supermarkets like Billa (between the stations U Kastanu and Drinopol, tram 22, going uphill). 

MY department store is also quite serviceable. It is few tram stops away from your dormitory. 
How to get to MY department store from the dorm:

Take tram # 22 from Pohorelec station and get off at the 9th stop. The stop is called “Narodni trida” (National Avenue). MY department store is on the left hand side and the grocery store is in the basement. 

There is a number of smaller grocery and other stores in the vicinity of your dorm.

We also encourage students to visit the mall Metropole next to the underground station Zličín (terminus of the B line). There are two large supermarkets there, inside of the mall. To go to Metropole, turn left at the exit from the underground and cross the street. 

At the exit from the underground stop, you will also find buses that take one to Globus (a supermarket with fresh meats) as well as to IKEA. That is the best place to shop for dorm room refinements. 

Fitness Facilities

There is handy gym at the dormitory for a modest fee. The nearest fully equipped fitness center is at Strahov Stadium (one stop by the bus 143 from the station Malovanka).
For an extended list of gyms in Prague, go to: www.expats.cz/prague/directory/gyms
Laundry

There is a laundry room at the dorm, equipped with European-style machines and dryers. One cycle lastes up to 2 hours, depending on the setting. We recommend to follow intructions and choose the setting based on the type of the fabric or you will end up with shrunken outfits. Manuals in English are available in the laundry room. The charge for one load is 60 crowns. 

Directions from the dormitory

University– Hollar Building (25 minutes)

Take tram number 22 from the tram station Pohořelec and go downhill 8 stops to Národní divadlo station. 

Once on the platform of the tram stop, cross the street to its left side and walk towards the river. Turn right at the embankment. Hollar building is the last one before a sizeable park on your right. The walk from the station to the building takes about 5 minutes.
University – Jinonice Building 
Fakulta Sociálních Věd UK

U Kříže 10

158 00 Praha 5

To get there, there are at least two options. The „traditional“ one is to take tram number 22 and go downhill 8 stops to Národní třída station. Then change for the metro, line B (yellow line) and go to Jinonice station – 5 stops in the direction of the terminus station Zlicin. The ride will take ca 33 minutes.

The second, faster and simpler option is to walk uphill from the dorm to a bus stop Malovanka. Once there, take bus number 143 in the direction uphill and get off 14 stops later at Jinonice stop. 
College of Liberal Arts – Main Building:

Namesti Jana Palacha 2, Praha 1

To get there, take tram number 22 downhill, get off at the station Malostranska (4 stops). There is a bridge of your right side. After you cross the bridge, you will see a patch of grass and then an imposing building with Grecian columns and an atrium. That is the Main building of the College. 

Hospital Motol

www.fnmotol.cz

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fnmotol.cz/"
 
Reception for foreigners is open from 7 am to 10 pm; tel. 224 433 682, 224 433 681, 224 433 674
How to get there:

1) by taxi from the dormitory, ca 100 crowns (6 dollars), 10 minutes

2) by public transportation: take tram 36 (the stop "Hládkov" below the dormitory), and get off at the first stop ("Vozovna Střešovice"). Cross the street to the left, and you will see the bus stop of buses 174 and 180. Take either of them to the station "Nemocnice Motol" (6th stop by bus 174, 5th stop by bus 180).
Dental Emergency (nights, weekends) (30 minutes)
Address: Všeobecná fakultní nemocnice, U Nemocnice 2, Praha 2

Take tram 22 from Pohořelec to Karlovo náměstí (10 stops) or from Drinopol to Karlovo náměstí (13) stops. Change for tram 3,14,18, or 24 and go one stop to Moráň. Turn left, walk along the park and up the street U Nemocnice. 

Dental Emergency is in the complex of Všeobecná fakultní nemocnice (VFN), in the first courtyard to the left. Ask the entrance guard for directions. 

Cell phone providers (20 minutes)

Vodafone: www.vodafone.cz
T-Mobile: www1.t-mobile.cz
O2: www.o2.cz
All of these providers have their branches on Národní Avenue around or in MY department store. To get there from the dorm, take tram 22 from Pohořelec to Národní třída (9 stops), turn around and you will see a wide avenue in front of you. MY department store is to your right. 

Prague Airport „Letiště Ruzyně“ (40 minutes)

Take tram 22, go 7 stops to the stop Vypich. Change for bus 191 and go 9 stops to the stop Divoka Sarka. Change for bus 119 and go 6 stops to the airport (Terminal 1) or 7 stops to Terminal 2 (flights to Schengen Area).
Main Railway Station “Hlavní nádraží” (30 minutes)

Take tram 22 to Malostranská (4 stops from Pohořelec, 7 stops from Drinopol), change for the underground green line and go 3 stops to Muzeum (transfer station of the green and red lines). Change for the red line and go 1 stop to Hlavní nádraží station. Take the escalator to the 0 level. Train arrivals and departures are posted on large boards at both levels of the railway station. The ticket office is on the ground floor, behind a row of stores opposite to the entrance from the park.

Railway station “Nádraží Holešovice” (25 minutes)

Some trains may depart from Nádraží Holešovice. Take tram 22 from Pohořelec to Malostranská (4 stops) and change for tram 12 in the opposite direction! Go 5 stops to station Nádraží Holešovice.

Main Bus Station “Hlavní autobusové nádraží” (30 minutes)

Take tram 22 to Malostranská (4 stops from Pohořelec, 7 stops from Drinopol) and change for the green underground line. Go to Muzeum (3 stops) and change for the red line. Go 2 stops in the direction of Ládví to the station Florenc. Exit to the lobby and follow signs to “Autobusové nádraží”. The ticket office is in a newly built brick building, well visible from the road, behind the large cream building of the Museum of Prague.

Bus station “Na Knížecí” – terminus for buses to Southern Bohemia

Take tram 22 to Malostranská (4 stops), change for the tram 12 and go to Na Knížecí (7 stops). The bus station is on your right. It is a series of roofed platforms. 

2017 Spring Semester Cultural Excursions

TBA
trip to Terezin, a concentration camp and a political prison during World War II: 

The town of Terezin came into being in the 18th century when a fortress was built there. The fortress was never put to test, and it was converted into a political prison in the 19th century. The most famous prisoner kept there was the Serbian assassin of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne. This assassination set off the chain of events that resulted in the outbreak of World War I. The Nazis converted the town into a ghetto concentration camp for Jews and the fortress into a Gestapo detention center for participants in the Czech domestic resistance and ghetto troublemakers. Ironically, in 1946, this camp was used for the concentration of Germans living in Czechoslovakia before their expulsion from the country to defeated Germany. 

TBA
visit to Karlstejn Castle, followed by an 8-mile hike to Small America, Mexico, and Great America -- former limestone quarries now resembling canyons with turquoise lakes at the bottom and colorful slopes.
Karlstejn castle is a classic 14th century Gothic stronghold towering on a steep hill. It was built primarily to house the coronation jewels of the Holy Roman Empire -- a realm that between the ninth century and the nineteenth century included Germany, the Czech lands, Austria, and northern Italy. The castle is named for the individual who had it built: the Czech king and Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV -- the most illustrious Czech ruler and the founder of Charles University in 1348.

TBA
visit to Kutna hora, the center of silver mining in Central Europe between 1280 and the 1540s:

This is one of the most exciting trip destinations because it offers a variety of sights. The medieval character of the town has been preserved -- it is built on several hillocks, its ground plan is irregular, its streets remain very narrow, and the colorful baroque facades of burgers' houses contrast with the towering gothic spires of the Cathedral of St. Barbara and the Church of St. James. During the trip we visit the museum of medieval silver mining, which includes a descent to a mine from the early 15th century. We also tour a Cistercian monastery in a nearby village that features the beautiful Church of the Assumption of Our Lady and a famous bone chapel (ossuary). This chapel is in the middle of a cemetery, and it was a venue for religious services on behalf of the departed souls the night before their burial. This chapel is rare because its interior decoration is made of over 40,000 human bones! It is a memento mori -- a reminder of the transcience and final insignificance of our earthly life.

 



TBA
hiking trip in the Bohemian Paradise:

The Bohemian Paradise is a large natural and historical reserve northeast of Prague.We visit its southern part, which is geologically very interesting: it is a high plateau, 
an enormous mesa, the edges of which are frayed by eroding sandstone formations
that are remnants of a sea that covered the area in the Mesozoic era. Besides admiring 
the landscape from many viewpoints and walking amongst hoodoos (erosion-sculpted rock formations), we will visit two castles and an old farmstead. During the Nazi occupation, the owner of the farmstead carved patriotic sculptures of Czech historical and cultural heroes into the surrounding sandstone. Overall, the hike is about 10 miles long.

TBA

overnight trip to the town of Cesky Krumlov, Golden Crown monastery, and the Maiden 
Stone Castle ruin:

This trip takes us to the south of the Czech Republic, a landscape of rolling hills, pastures, lakes, and ponds. Cesky Krumlov is probably the most picturesque town in the country: the Old Town sits on a near-island, an area surrounded almost completely by the river Vltava. The Castle towers beyond the river on a dramatic cliff. The Castle is composed of several sections, each from a different era and progressively more comfortable. It also houses a rare Baroque theater (there are only 2 theaters of this kind in Europe). The grounds are lush, like the surrounding countryside in which they are set. The first day is dedicated to visiting the castle, its grounds, and the town itself. The second day begins with a visit to the neighboring Golden Crown monastery. From there we hike some 8 miles across the fields and woods to a ruin of the 14th-century Maiden Stone Castle. 

TBA
4 day trip to Vienna


Vienna is the capital of Austria and the imperial capital of the Hapsburg Empire from the thirteenth century until its dissolution in 1918.  Until that time, the Empire included parts of Austria, Hungary, Italy, the Czech lands, Poland, Ukraine, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzegovina—and Vienna served as a political, economic, and cultural hub for that multinational formation. Thus, Vienna was an imperial city akin in its importance and splendor to London or Paris; and it retains much of at least its cultural importance. The architecture attests to both its historic and its continuing role. The Habsburg dynasty assembled extensive artistic collections to be seen in numerous large museums. They also spent money on monumental buildings – both sacral and secular. Over time, it has attracted representatives of every new artistic movement; and it remains one of Central Europe’s most diverse and dynamic urban centers, attracting representatives, for example, of all new artistic movement. There is, in short, much to be seen and learned there. 


We provide two guided tours of the town plus advice on the place and museums to see. Besides museums, highlights include the Hofburg (imperial city residence), chateau Schoenbrunn (the imperial country residence), Belvedere (residence of Austrian military paladin Prince Eugene of Savoy), the gothic Cathedral of St. Stephen, the art noveau Secession House, the Prater amusement park (featuring the world’s oldest surviving Ferris wheel). You should put aside 30 dollars for entrancetickets. 


Students are responsible for arranging and covering their lodging and dining expenses.

TBA
Optional trip to Troja: a large public area in Prague that

contains Troja Chateau,  Prague ZOO and Prague Botanical Garden.


Cost of the trip: ZOO $6; Botanical Garden $3

Orientation Program from January 18 to February 20, 2017
	
	11:00 – 12:30
	13:30 – 15:30

	Tue, Jan 17
	Arrival
	

	Wed, Jan 18
	10:00 ID Cards 
	13:30 Orientation 

	Thu, Jan 19
	Introduction to European Cultural Paradigm
	Intro to Central Europe as a geopolitical entity
Student T-passes

	Fri, Jan 20
	Intro to the Czech Republic
	

	Sat, Jan 21
	Tour of the Old Town – starts at 10:00
	

	Sun, Jan 22
	
	

	
	11:00 – 12:30
	13:30 – 15:00

	Mon, Jan 23
	Feudalism and Holy Roman Empire
	

	Tue, Jan 24
	Role of Religion: Hussitism and Protestantism
	

	Wed, Jan 25
	Presentation on the Gothic
	Tour of the Prague Castle

	Thu, Jan 26
	Medieval Czech lands up to the Estates Uprising 
	

	Fri, Jan 27
	Presentation on the Baroque
	Tour of the Lesser Town 

	 
	
	

	
	10:00 – 13:30
	

	Mon, Jan 30
	Czech language course begins
	

	Tue, Jan 31
	Czech language course
	15:00 meeting about class Registration

	Wed, Feb 1
	Czech language course
	

	Thu, Feb 2
	Czech language course
	Cultural excursion

	Fri, Feb 3
	Czech language course
	

	Sat, Feb 4
	Registration for courses begins
	

	Sun, Feb 5
	Trip to Karlstejn Castle
	

	
	
	

	Mon, Feb 6
	Czech language course
	Class registration begins at 10:00 at FSV

	Tue, Feb 7
	Czech language course
	

	Wed, Feb 8
	Czech language course
	

	Thu, Feb 9
	Czech language course
	Cultural excursion

	Fri, Feb 10
	Czech language course ends
	

	Sat, Feb 11
	
	

	Sun, Feb 12
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Week from Feb 13 to Feb 19 is free for personal travel
	

	
	
	

	Mon, Feb 20
	Classes begin
	


