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Services Provided by the Agencies and Apostolates of the Diocese of Fall River

that are Funded by the Annual Catholic Charities Appeal:

SHARING SERVICE

Individual and Family Counseling. Pregnancy Support. Adoption Services.

Abuse Prevention. Emergency Transitional and Long-Term Housing. Refugee Resettlement.

SHARING CONCERN

24-Hour Chaplaincy and Pastoral Care at Hospitals.

Respect Life Endeavors.

Outreach to Immigrant Communities.

SHARING ENCOURAGEMENT

Marriage Preparation & Enrichment.  Community Organizing and Advocacy.

Citizenship Preparation. Community Action for Better Housing. G.E.D. Assistance.

SHARING SUPPORT

Food Pantries and Food Vouchers. Family Resources.

Formation of Candidates for Ordination and Service as Permanent Deacons.

Pastoral Care Training. Programs for the Widowed, Separated, and Divorced.

Legal Advocacy for Immigrants. Television Mass for the Sick and Homebound.

SHARING WITH OUR FUTURE

Campus Ministry at Area Colleges. Scouting.

St. Vincent de Paul Program at Cathedral Camp.

Youth Programs and Services.

OVERVIEW OF THE 2018 APPEAL

This year’s Appeal draws its theme from Bishop da Cunha’s Pastoral Letter “Rebuilding in Faith & Hope.”

We are using the Phrase “Sharing Faith & Hope” to invite our parishioners and others to reflect on their responsibility for those in need.
The Parish phase of the 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal begins on Tuesday, May 1, 2018, and the books will officially close at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 27, 2018.
We have done away with “First Day Reporting” therefore we ask that you have your first report to us by Monday, May 7, 2018, if at all possible.
Area Directors

Attleboro:
          Very Rev. Timothy P. Reis, V.F.
Cape Cod:
          Very Rev. Msgr. Stephen J. Avila, V.F.

Fall River:
          Very Rev. Jay T. Maddock, V.F.

New Bedford:
          Very Rev. Daniel W. Lacroix, V.F.
Taunton:
          Very Rev. Richard E. Degagne, V.F.
The Catholic Charities Appeal has been the main conduit for channeling resources to those in need within the Diocese for 77 years. Funding numerous agencies and apostolates, the Appeal is the single source of revenue to finance the Diocese’s attempt to minister to the tens of thousands of individuals and families throughout southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands who look to it for assistance.

The 2017 total of $4,785,415.89 was the highest in the history of the Catholic Charities.

2018 CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL CALENDAR

January/ February:
· Parish Appeal supply requisition information is solicited from Pastors

· Recruitment of parish committee members begins

March:
· Parishes continue recruitment of parish CCA volunteers for solicitation process

· CCA solicitation materials delivered to parishes and/or mailing vendor

APRIL:

· CCA video available for all parishes 

· First mailings sent to parishioners – April 18-20
· Audio message of Bishop delivered to all parishes for use weekend of April 21-22 or April 28-29.
· Business mailings sent out from parishes and CCA office

MAY:
· Tuesday, May 1, 2018 – Parish phase of Appeal begins

· First report due by Monday, May 7, 2018.
· Special “SHARING” for second parish mailing delivered to parishes

· May 23-25 – Second mailing to parishioners who have not responded

JUNE:
· Catholic Charities Appeal closes on Wednesday, June 27, 2018, at 4:00 p.m.

APPEAL PROMOTION

The single most significant factor in the success of the Appeal is the Pastor. The focus of the Charities Appeal Office is to support the pastor’s efforts and help him capitalize on his influential position with parishioners.

· As always, the Appeal Office will attempt to carry out the general promotion of the Appeal in a timely fashion. 

· Appeal posters will be delivered to parishes well in advance of the Appeal. They will be in English, Portuguese, and Spanish.

· Sample bulletin announcements are provided as part of this manual (see Appendix).

· A speaker’s bureau will be available for all parishes. Speakers are volunteers from Catholic Charities Appeal funded agencies and apostolates. A listing is made available to pastors in mid to late March. Pastors are encouraged to have their parish chairs speak to parishioners regarding the merits of donating to the Appeal as well.

· A promotional video (DVD) is produced each year for use in parishes and on cable access television. The video is shown during April, May, and June. Videos are sent to all parishes for use with parishioners, volunteers, and parish groups. The video has proven to be an effective tool to educate parishioners and answer questions regarding the use of the funds donated by way of the testimony and witness of those who are recipients of Catholic Charities services.

· Bishop da Cunha has recorded a message that will be forwarded to all parishes for use the weekends of April 21-22 or April 28-29. The message is recorded in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.

· Press releases will be sent from the central office to media outlets at regular intervals during the Appeal.

Appeal Materials:
All materials for the Appeal, contribution cards, envelopes, etc., will be ready by March 28th. This is well in advance of when any parish or mailing company should need them. If your parish uses a mailing company, they will be notified that the materials are ready for pick up at the printer’s by this date. All parishes that do their own mailings will have their supplies shipped or delivered to them within a week of this date.

PARISH SOLICITATION PROCESS

As we begin the 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal, all pastors and lay leaders are asked to communicate the goals and mission of the Catholic Charities Appeal to parishioners; namely, to minister to those in our Diocese who truly need our assistance and support. Some of the specific points of information we encourage you to convey are listed below:

1.  All monies received from the Appeal are directed solely to the agencies and apostolates ministering to those in need in our Diocese, with 94 cents of every dollar donated going directly to these agencies and apostolates.

2.  It is the only time during the year the Diocese requests our assistance in ministering to those in need.

3.  More than 25,000 parishioners in the Diocese contributed to the 2017 Appeal.

*To view a listing of the characteristics of the process used in Parishes with the highest participation levels, see the Appendix.

Parish Solicitation:
Pastors are encouraged to allow parish chairs and committee members the opportunity to show their enthusiasm and become involved in the Appeal process within their parish community. Our sincere hope is that they can assist with the “work” of the Appeal and thus lift some of the burden from the pastors. It really does appear from all of the data collected from the parishes, that those with a “volunteer” parish chair and an “active” committee have a very successful process, and also have the highest participation levels of contributors. In fact, without exception across the diocese, those parishes with “volunteer” chairs and “active” committees have significantly higher participation levels than those with the parish secretary in that position, or have no chair at all. Increasing the number of givers is the first step toward substantially increasing the Appeal revenues.

Parish Organizations:
The process for the solicitation of parish organizations, i.e. Guilds, St. Vincent de Paul, etc. varies across the Diocese. In some deaneries the area director solicits these entities and in others individual pastors do the solicitation. Regardless of the method, it is important that each individual pastor be in contact with his parish organizations to foster a smooth process and encourage the participation of all groups. The pastor’s involvement is especially important when groups are newly formed or no longer exist. This is certainly the case in parishes that are newly created due to closures and mergers.
Business Solicitation:
Listings from various databases are the primary source of information for the CCA office. Although these listings are not complete, we will nonetheless have amassed an encouraging listing of business entries and contact persons for our mailings. However, the CCA office is very much aware that this does not represent all of the business community. THEREFORE…

if you normally solicit businesses as part of your parish appeal process, and it is encouraged strongly, PLEASE continue to do so! IN FACT, we have asked and encouraged parish committees and Pastors to compile a listing of parishioners and supporters who are professionals or business owners, or others who are in decision-making positions within companies that could be solicited by their parish on behalf of the Appeal. We have suggested other groups to consider such as VENDORS AND THOSE WHO ADVERTISE IN YOUR BULLETINS. Do not presume that the CCA Office is taking care of all businesses in your area of the Diocese. We are not worried that some businesses could get two letters of solicitation, but it is a concern that those who might be forgotten are not solicited at all. Obviously, that is to be avoided at all costs. If cultivated properly, this category could have a very significant impact on the resources coming into the parish.

We are more than aware that our effort cannot replace your “personal” solicitation of companies that have been hearing from you for years, have a personal relationship with you or one of your parish solicitors, or would simply like to continue to give through the parish. Our goal is to get them to give, or encourage them to continue to give through any avenue they prefer. You may be assured that any and all gifts that come in will be credited to the parish that is indicated on the card. The card the Appeal Office uses to solicit businesses has a place for them to indicate the parish to which they want the gift credited.

We will be more than willing to supply parishes with the “Business and Community” contribution cards if they wish. Simply call the CCA Office.

Areas of Involvement and/or Responsibility for Parish Chairs and Committees:
· Recruiting of volunteers for the “work” of the Appeal. The size of the committee will vary depending on the process to be used in the parish, i.e. mailings, phones, etc.
· Assist pastor in planning the timetable for the promotion of the Appeal, i.e. bulletin announcements, use of posters, scheduling of speakers for Masses, use of Bishop’s audio message and “Sharings” handout, use of video, publicizing of Appeal within the parish, speaking at Masses, etc.

· Assist with the mailings to Active and Inactive parishioners.

· Prepare area business mailing – those that committee members can identify as having potential.

· Arrange for a speaker from one of the agencies funded by the Appeal. A listing of speakers is made available to all pastors by the CCA Office. The use of someone from the parish or the area that can speak to the services and work of the Appeal has proven to be very successful where utilized, as well as the chairperson speaking at Masses regarding his/her commitment to the Appeal.

· Assist with the scheduling and set-up of the Bishop’s audio message.

· Make arrangements for use of the Catholic Charities Video.

· Use of phones to call non-respondents to mailings or selected prospects and/or past donors. (For sample phone script, see Appendix).

· Assist with tabulation of returns and the preparation of reports for Appeal headquarters.

Pastor Letter:  (See samples in Appendix)
All pastors in the Diocese include an Appeal letter in their mailings introducing the materials enclosed and soliciting the support of parishioners. If there were no introduction to the materials in the mailing, it would simply be “one more anonymous request for money” to many parishioners. Regardless of the quality of the brochure and the other promotional materials prepared for the Appeal, they remain only supplemental (at best) to the pastor’s encouragement and show of enthusiasm. The importance of this letter should never be underestimated.

In the case of “inactive parishioners” who have little or no contact with the parish or pastor, without such a letter they will not know who it came from or what it is about. Obviously not having benefited from hearing or reading about the Appeal at Mass, viewing the video, etc. due to their absence, this letter and the enclosed materials take on added significance.

The Pastor should not minimize the importance of his written words.
We would further encourage you to “tailor” your letters to the audience. We would encourage you to identify at least 3 groups within your parish community: those that always give, those that never give, and those that recently stopped giving; and write to each of them in a way that is conducive to encouraging them to continue to give, to begin to give, or to resume their giving.

Miscellaneous Items:
In recent years an increasing number of pastors have asked for “extra contribution cards” and/or envelopes to put in the pews. An announcement is made during Mass and a note placed in the bulletin that they are available for those who hadn’t received them in the mail. The pastors we talked to following the Appeal stated they had received numerous donations that were sent in by people using these cards. They not only benefited from the contributions to the Appeal, but now also had the addresses of many individuals and families who were frequenting their parish but had never registered. We would encourage all parishes to do the same. Remember, the parishioners who frequent your parish but are not registered may be moved to give after hearing a Pastor’s sermon re: the Appeal, seeing the video, or hearing the Bishop’s message, but have no way of giving if the contribution cards are not made available in the pews. This would be the only way they would have an opportunity to give. If you want additional cards for this purpose, just call, email, or fax the CCA Office, and they will be sent to you ASAP.

SOLICITATION TECHNIQUES/INFORMATION
Some observations regarding successful techniques being used more and more frequently in Diocesan parishes:
1. The number of pastors writing at least 3 different versions of the solicitation letter, i.e. one for regular donors; one for those who never give; and one for lapsed donors, is increasing each year with noteworthy results.
2. A few pastors take the time to personalize their letters and put in the amount the parishioner gave the previous year and ask them to increase it by a percentage, i.e. 5%. A couple of pastors also state that they are increasing their own gifts by that same amount. The “Suggestion” of a particular percentage increase or a specific amount, i.e. $75.00, has been enormously successful in every parish where it has been implemented as well as when we did it as a Diocese.
3. A few pastors tell the parishioners in their letters how much they give to the Appeal themselves and/or inform them of the size of the increase (dollar amount or %) they intend to make that year to show that they are committed and are not asking them to give to something they don’t support themselves.
4. When putting the weekly update of the Appeal proceeds in the parish bulletin, it should be done in a positive way. Rather than saying for example, “150 parishioners out of 500 have given to the Appeal,” which puts more emphasis on the fact that 350 haven’t given than the fact that 150 have, it is much more positive to give the number who have given (150) and the dollar amount their gifts represent, or simply the total amount received at that time without giving the number of donors.
5. The parish business mailings have become more popular with a number of parish committees coming up with lists of businesses that have some connection to the parish.
6. It is estimated that 25-30% of the money realized in the parishes that do second mailings is as a direct result of this follow-up mailing.
7. The use of the specially designed “Sharing” for the second mailing is being used by most pastors.
8. Phoning those who haven’t given toward the end of the Appeal. In many cases the pastor and/or committee members call parishioners in a certain giving category who haven’t responded, i.e. $100 or above, as a reminder. Some other parishes call all those who haven’t responded (sample phone script included in Appendix).
9. Placing of contribution cards/envelopes in pews and at church doors and announcing their availability for those who frequent a parish but are not registered.
10. Conveying the message that “no gift is too small” has an impact on those who haven’t given in the past or who are bothered by the fact that they can no longer give as much as they have in the past.
Pastor Responses Regarding Reasons for Increases in Parish Appeal Revenues in 2017:
These comments were received as a result of pastors being asked what they had done differently that they could attribute Appeal increases to. Considering how the economy was at that time and the fact that it is the same now, their insights are certainly welcome.
Pastor Comments:
In response to your request for information because our parish achieved a significant increase in donations for the Catholic Charities Appeal, we had/did the following:

· Parish Committee

· Second mailing to selected parishioners

· Used the special “Sharing” in the second mailing

· Showed the video prior to all Masses

· Personal letters to businesses

· Mentioned the Appeal at each Mass every week

· Had an updated tally and a message to encourage giving in the bulletin each week

· Stated a goal of 5% over the previous year’s total

We believe that some of our success was due to the effectiveness of the video and the fact that one of the individuals who received help grew up in our area and was recognized by many people. It was very evident that Catholic Charities has a profound effect locally.
Our approach has been to really get the parishioners involved in the Appeal and make them feel a part of our “team.” The announcements used “we” when receipts and progress were reported. People who had not contributed previously got on board. They bought into the campaign to make it a success. It was a team effort and not just a committee effort.

Pastor Comments: “A few innovations we added to our strategy last year, which was my first year here, were: 

· A personalized letter to everyone who had contributed to the Appeal the previous year, individually signed by me. 

· A personal thank you to each contributor, signed by me. 

· A follow-up mailing in the middle of the drive to those who had not yet donated. 

· Use of the bulletin announcements supplied by the development office to supplement weekly updates on pledges received.” 

Pastor Comments: 

· “We used the Bishop’s audio-message for the first time, apparently, in years. 

· I had the same committee members as the previous years, so they knew where to begin. 

· I gave an example of a priest in the area who was a hospital chaplain whose ministry was financed by the Appeal. 

· I gave numerous examples of the services offered in our area that were funded by the Appeal that they could relate to. 

· In my letter to them I stated how much I was donating and how much I would be increasing that year. 

· Next year we will use the video and alternate back to the audio-message the following year.” 

Pastor Comments:  “In terms of what made last year’s Appeal successful here, I’d mention, in no particular order:

· Two different letters to last year’s givers and non-givers. We had a high retention of givers. 

· Excellent talk before Mass at the launch of the campaign by the Chairman.
· Regular bulletin and end of Mass announcements each week as well as giving updates. 

· Showed the video before Mass at launch of the campaign, which we showed for the first time. It allowed the people to see the need and hear the stories (and we have a huge Church). 

· Follow-up phone calls for non-givers half-way through. 

· Personalized thank you letters from me after the previous year to those who had given. 

· Excellent chairman and hard-working committee.”
Pastor Comments: “I think it is all up to the pastor. The personalized letters, the “pushing it” at Masses throughout the time of the Appeal, in a low-key way. All these things are important. The pastor has to “believe” in the Appeal and not just go through the motions. The people will respond. I always push for more NUMBERS of people to give and then the Appeal will take care of itself. Next year I am truly considering the use of the video. I also have a great chair and committee that are bouncing ideas off of me and pushing to do different things each year.”

Pastor Comments:

· Parish-wide email follow-up.

· Matching gifts.

· Suggest level of giving, %, etc.

· Personal letters to top tier of donors.

· Financial report to parishioners at end of Appeal.
MAILINGS
We suggest the first mailing to parishioners occurs April 18-20. Because we are extremely conscious of the cost of your mailings, we have designed the brochure to “guarantee” that if regular stationery is used, the brochure, pastor’s letter, contribution card, and return envelope can be mailed for the normal first-class postage rate.
Most parishes send out a second mailing to those parishioners and businesses that did not respond to the initial mailing. Second mailings should be sent out approximately 4-5 weeks prior to the end of the Appeal (around May 23-25). This allows ample time for returns to be received and phone calls to be made during the last week to ten days of the Appeal to those who have still not responded.
Special Insert:
Those who do a second mailing for the first time are amazed at the results. We would encourage you to do this if you haven’t in the past. We will be happy to supply a special “Sharing” (one page, double sided) that has been designed specifically for second mailings and that will not increase the cost of the mailing. This will be brand new to all who receive it. Last year we had orders for 60,000 of these from parishes. Over 80% of the parishes used them for their second mailing. If a pastor would like these for a second mailing and didn’t indicate it on the order form for supplies, just call (508) 675-1311, and they will be sent to the parish or to your mailing vendor. (They come all folded and ready to insert into an envelope). Much of the information is localized by Deanery to make it more pertinent to those reading it.

DONATION PROCESS/OPTIONS/OPPORTUNITIES
Pledge/Contribution Card:

The pledge/contribution card has not changed (see Appendix). It will fit in a #9 envelope for those who supply a return envelope in their mailing.

Once again, at the close of the Appeal, it will be necessary for all pledge/contribution cards to be returned to the Appeal Office. For those pastors who have their cards sent to a mailing company so that the contributions can be tabulated into the parish figures, we would ask you to send them to the company first and then arrange to have them sent to the Appeal Office.

Pledges, Credit Cards, and Website:
Pledges have had a tremendous impact on revenues in recent years. There is no question people tend to increase their gift if they decide to pledge. We are attempting to highlight this option as much as we can again this year. You will be able to tell from the new brochure that pledging is seen by us as a way to bring about significant increases in revenue. The ten-month pledge system, July-April, allows donors to have their pledge paid before they are solicited again in May of the next year. Please encourage your parishioners to pledge if possible. Well over 3,000 parishioners used the pledge option in 2017.
The option of using MasterCard, Visa, American Express, and Discover for their contribution or pledge has appealed to an ever-increasing number of donors. Donors may make a one-time contribution using the credit card, or they may make a pledge by simply indicating on the card how frequently they wish to be billed, i.e. monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually.

Contributors have the option of making a donation by way of the Catholic Charities Website as well at www.frdioc-catholiccharities.org.
GIFT AND PLEDGE PROCESSING/REPORTING PROCEDURES
Ordering Supplies:
Supply requisitions are sent to all pastors in February showing what supplies were ordered the previous year and asking for totals for the current year. If an updated requisition is not received, the previous year’s totals are used.

Contribution Cards:
· Name and address of parishioner and/or business

· Name of parish to be credited

· Total amount of contribution/pledge

· Amount paid (if any)

· Balance due (if a pledge and/or credit card)

· If a pledge, specify how to be billed (monthly, quarterly, semi-annual)

· **CREDIT CARDS are considered pledges.

· Make sure the credit card # is complete; the expiration date is listed, and there is a signature.

**If a person makes a CASH payment but wants the balance on a credit card, please make note of that by marking check # on card. If a person wants the entire amount on a credit card, there should be NO AMOUNT written on the PAID HEREWITH line.

Treasurer’s Reports:
· The amount written on the CASH ENCLOSED line should be the amount of the check from the parish.

· UNPAID PLEDGES should equal the total balance due on enclosed pledge cards. The total of check(s) and pledge cards should be the combined total of the report. This total is credited to the parish.

· Those who contribute $100 or more will have their name published in The Anchor if they indicate on their contribution card that they want publicity. For those who indicate they want publicity, type or print (neatly) the amount and the person’s name. If a person does not specify they want publicity, do not put them on the list. We can always add to the list but not take off!!!

· A Treasurer’s Report should be sent in to the Catholic Charities Office at least once per week during the Appeal
Starting Figure:
Money that is received after the Appeal’s books close for the year will be credited to the Parish as “New Money” for the start of the next year’s Appeal.

Website:
When contributions come into the CCA Office over the Website, (www.frdioc-catholiccharities.org) the CCA Office will fill out a Treasurers’ Report and credit the appropriate parish. At the end of each week, an email will be sent to the Parish informing them of the website donation. Do not write out a contribution card for this donor.
Miscellaneous:
· If a donation/pledge comes into a parish from a parishioner after a second mailing has been done, please be sure to check that a donation/pledge hasn’t already come in from that parishioner. After the close of the drive, the CCA Office often finds duplicate cards sent in from parishes. Thus, the Parish may have been credited twice for the same donation.
· Before the end of the Appeal, please go through ALL cash cards to make sure there are NO pledges mixed in with cash cards. When the CCA Office receives cash cards from parishes (often months after the Appeal has ended), quite frequently pledge cards are found mixed in with them. This means these donors who made pledges haven’t been billed and become very upset that we haven’t billed them or charged their credit card in the month they had indicated on the contribution card.
· Parishes should call into CCA Office “at least once a week” during the drive to confirm, verify, etc. the total figure for their parish (parish donations, business & community, etc.).
· During the year, if a parishioner puts their pledge payment into the collection basket at church, please be sure to forward that payment to the CCA Office so their account can be credited properly.
Last Day of Appeal:
Parishes can call their final figure for the drive into the CCA Office up until 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 27, 2018.
APPENDIX
Characteristics Of The Process Used By Parishes With The Highest Levels Of
Participation In The Catholic Charities Appeal
Characteristics of Process:
· Active Volunteer parishioner who chairs the Appeal.
· Active committee of parishioners that organizes, facilitates, promotes, and monitors the “Process.”
· Pastor and committee members compile listing of businesses that have parish ties to include in their mailing process.
· Two mailings are done.
· Pre-addressed return envelope is included in each mailing.
· The specially prepared “Sharing” is inserted in the second mailing.
· There is phone follow-up to “at least” a select number of donors who have not responded at a point in the Appeal. The pastor and/or committee members make calls during the last week to certain donors who have given in the past but have not responded by that point in the Appeal.
· The audio message of the Bishop is played as part of the Homily.
· The video provided to all parishes is played at Masses or at other venues for parishioners to view.
· The pastor and some other person (parish chair, agency representative, etc.) speak at Masses about the Appeal.
· Specially “tailored” letters are created to appeal to different constituent groups within the parish population, i.e. consistent donors, lapsed donors, non-givers.
Catholic Charities Appeal Sample Bulletin Announcements
1. This week you should have received information about the 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal. Once a year, Bishop da Cunha invites each of us to make a commitment to support the work of our diocesan apostolates and ministries that enhance our church by helping all of God’s children build deeper and more meaningful relationships with Him.

This effort is a means by which we can all work together to care for the church and one another by sharing the gifts God has granted us. Our parish goal is 100% participation. We welcome you to join us in joyfully supporting the Catholic Charities Appeal. Please take time this week to reflect and pray about the blessings you are called to share with your Catholic family.

2. For so many, the Catholic Charities Appeal has served as a foundation of hope for 77 years. The Appeal is bridging lives and bringing hope by feeding the hungry, mending the broken hearts of children, aiding the elderly, providing counseling and forming many types of support groups.
Next weekend you will be asked to donate to the Catholic Charities Appeal. Please keep in mind that your contribution is on behalf of those not able to ask for your help themselves. 94 cents out of every dollar you give goes directly to assisting those who have fallen on difficult times. Through your generosity in this campaign, we all can offer a bridge to a better life and hope for the future to so many people in southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands.

3. The Catholic Charities Appeal begins May 1st. We encourage you to mail in your pledge and to support the Appeal as generously as you can. If at all possible, we’d like you to consider pledging throughout the year. If you haven’t received a contribution card in the mail, you can pick one up at the back of the church (or in the pew).

Programs supported by the Appeal help people in all phases of life – from children, to youth, to parents, to the elderly. Numerous agencies, programs, and ministries provide food and shelter, educate children and adults, and meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of thousands. Your support of the Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to meet these responsibilities.

4. There is no such thing as a gift too small! Every contribution to the Catholic Charities Appeal is greatly appreciated and is an affirmation of the programs that concretely express the belief in the inherent value of every human life and the dignity of every individual.
Please give as generously as you can to the 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal! Tens of thousands of people in southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands are ministered to by programs supported by the Appeal. 94 cents of every dollar donated goes directly to the agencies and apostolates funded by the Annual Appeal.

5. The Catholic Charities Appeal gives us a wonderful opportunity to follow the words of Jesus in St. John’s Gospel, “Those who believe in me will do the works that I do.” Jesus’ numerous acts of tending to the needs of the sick, discouraged, disenfranchised, and poor are prime examples of how we can “do the works that He does” by contributing to this Annual Appeal.
6. The Catholic Charities Appeal has a tremendous impact on our community as over tens of thousands of people are assisted annually across the Diocese of Fall River. Through the generosity of the parishioners of the 82 parishes of the Diocese, the hungry are fed, the sick and infirm are cared for, and the children and adults in need of shelter and protection are housed and comforted to name a few of the many services that depend on the annual Catholic Charities Appeal.
94 cents of every dollar donated last year went directly to the agencies and apostolates funded by the Annual Appeal.

As the kick-off of the 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal begins, please prayerfully consider giving as generously as possible to our brothers and sisters in need. A “pledge” will allow you to contribute more and spread it over ten months without a payment being made until July. No Gift is too Small!
7. The Annual Catholic Charities Appeal is the only time the Diocese of Fall River asks its parishioners to come together to SHARE what they have with those in need by helping to fund the charitable works of its agencies and apostolates.
For 77 years Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Fall River has been ministering to those in need throughout southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands.

For more information or to donate, visit the Appeal website at www.frdioc-catholiccharities.org. Please be as generous as your means allow.

8. Please put your love for God into action once again this year with a generous contribution to the Catholic Charities Appeal. Let “Sharing” be your guide to giving, as it guides God’s many gifts to you! When the brochure and contribution card arrive in the mail, please be as generous as your means allow! A “pledge” will allow you to make a larger gift with greater ease.
9. Feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick…all of the corporal and spiritual works of mercy are perfect ways to express our love for God. Yet, it is not always possible for each of us to be present when someone is in dire need. However, we can contribute to the Catholic Charities Appeal so that someone can be present to carry out the charitable works in our name. Please be generous to the Appeal and to those in need. A “pledge” of support will have a great impact on those less fortunate.
10. The Catholic Charities Appeal supports many programs that serve the less fortunate. You can “Share” in this work of love. Your gift allows the agencies and ministries of our Diocese to reach out to our neighbors and friends in need throughout southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands. Please allow us to continue to teach, guide, heal, console, and alleviate the pain and suffering of thousands of people by your generous support of the 2018 Appeal. Perhaps a pledge, which more and more families are doing, will allow you to make a larger contribution easier to pay over ten months with the first payment not due until July.
11. The Catholic Charities Appeal is in full swing, and to date we have raised $(dollars raised). We’d like to encourage everyone to participate. Your contribution helps the Diocese fund vital programs and ministries that serve the needy of southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands – one person at a time. Your contribution makes a difference – it can help a child who needs food, a youth who is discovering the value of his or her faith, an unwed mother struggling to cope, housing for the homeless, etc. Please share what you have with those who have so much less.
Intercessions for Prayers of the Faithful
Below are some Intercessions for the Prayers of the Faithful regarding the Catholic Charities Appeal and its success. We offer these at the request of a few parish committee members and chairs. We hope they are of value, and we encourage you to use these or any you have composed that will not only illicit prayer for the success of the Appeal, but will also remind parishioners of our ongoing endeavor to make the Appeal as successful as possible.
1. For the success of our Catholic Charities Appeal, that parishioners across the Diocese heed the call of St. Paul “to be rich in good works, be generous and ready to share” as they contemplate how their contribution to this Diocesan endeavor can lessen the suffering of so many of our friends and neighbors in need.

2. The parishioners of 

Parish take seriously the plight of those in need of our assistance, and follow the words of St. John the Evangelist “let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth” by exercising generosity as they donate to the Catholic Charities Appeal.

3. That our parishioners will make themselves “servants of humanity” as Christ did, by consciously sacrificing whatever they can as they contribute to the Catholic Charities Appeal and thus give Hope to those who depend on us for assistance.

4. That all parishioners of

Parish will be as generous as their circumstances allow, and will follow the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta that “if you really love one another properly, there must be sacrifice” when pondering their donation to the Catholic Charities Appeal.

5. That the literally thousands of our brothers and sisters, both adults and children, whose very existence are totally dependent on us as donors to the Catholic Charities Appeal, will be filled with hope as a result of our generosity.

6. That all members of 

Parish community consider their need to contribute to the Catholic Charities Appeal as a “matter of justice, even prior to being an act of charity” and will through their generosity, show their compassion and concern for those most in need.

7. That we may spread the Gospel message through our good deeds as we generously support our larger church. May we at 
Parish always be aware of how blessed we are, and thank God daily for the gifts of life, family, friends, and all we have. That we take time this week to reflect, pray, and decide how we will share our blessing with our Catholic family through the Catholic Charities Appeal.

8. That we the parishioners at
Parish always show our gratitude for all that the Lord has given us by sharing with others. That we as members of the Catholic Church may unite in justice and love to support the educational, spiritual, pastoral, and charitable works of our diocese. That through the ministries of the diocese we may grow in love, deepening our relationship with Christ by following his examples of caring and sharing. That we the people of 
Parish, recognize the Catholic Charities Appeal as an opportunity to express our thankfulness to God for all the goodness in our lives and act in response to our gratitude.
9. We can all follow the direction of Jesus when in St. John’s Gospel He states that “Whoever believes in me, will do the works that I do” by being generous as our means allow and donate to the Catholic Charities Appeal.
Quotes and Scriptural Citations for possible use in bulletin announcements,

letters, and/or by speakers
· “God loves a Cheerful Giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7)
· “How does love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods, and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help?” (1 John 3:17)

· “This is how all will know you as my disciples; your love for one another” (John 13:35)

· “He has sent me to bring Good News to the poor” (Luke 4:18)

· “Those who believed shared in common” (Acts 2:44-45)

· “I came that they might have life and have it to the full” (John 10:10)

· “Be rich in good works, be generous and ready to Share” (1 Tim 6:18)

· “Understand that the exercise of Charity is the culmination and synthesis of the whole of Christian life” (Pope Benedict XVI)

· “How beautiful are the footsteps of those who bring good news” (Rom. 10:15-17)

· “Following in the footsteps of Christ who made himself a “servant” of humanity” (Pope Benedict XVI)

· “If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one” (St. Teresa of Calcutta)

· “Whatever you did for one of these, the least of my brothers and sisters, you did for me” (Mt. 25:40)

· “To live brotherly love to the full without making any kind of distinction and without discrimination, in the conviction that anyone who needs us and whom we can help is our neighbor” (Pope Benedict XVI)

· “As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another” (1 Peter 4:9-10)

· “If you really love one another properly, there must be sacrifice” (St. Teresa of Calcutta)

· “Let love make you serve one another” (Gal. 5:13)

· “For the Christian, the Call to Share is even more urgent…it is a duty of Justice even prior to being an act of Charity” (Pope Benedict XVI)

· “Let us not love with words or tongue, but with Actions and in Truth” (1 John 3:18)

· “What He gives you is not to be kept under lock and key, but to be Shared. The more you save the less you will be able to give. The less you have, the more you will know how to Share” (St. Teresa of Calcutta)
· “The Church is God’s family in the world. In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life” (Pope Benedict XVI)

· “The love of God is revealed in responsibility for others” (Pope Benedict XVI)
· “Anyone with two tunics must share with the one who has none, and anyone with something to eat must do the same” (Luke 3:11)
· “Carry each others burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2)
· “Love is the fulfillment of all our works” (St. Augustine)

· “Whoever believes in me will do the works that I do” (John 14:12)

Stewardship in the Writings of Pope Francis
Quotes and Questions for Bulletins and Other Communications

(Listed in no particular order for parish bulletins or other communications)

It is not enough to say we are Christians.  We must live the faith, not only with our words but with our actions.  (Pope Francis tweeted 1/20/14)

Would others know that I am Christian by the way I pray, serve and share?
All of us who are baptized are missionary disciples.  We are called to become a living Gospel in the world.  (Pope Francis tweeted 2/25/14)

How am I a living Gospel in the world by the way I share my talents in service in my parish and community?

The world makes us look towards ourselves, our possessions, our desires.  The Gospel invites us to be open to others, to share with the poor.  (Pope Francis tweeted 2/6/14)

Which way will I look this week: toward myself or toward the Gospel?

Let us contemplate the humility of the Son of God born into poverty.  Let us imitate him by sharing with those who are weak.  (Pope Francis tweeted 1/9/14)

How can my humility lead to my generosity this week?

True charity requires courage: let us overcome the fear of getting our hands dirty so as to help others in need.  (Pope Francis tweeted 9/21/13)

Am I fearlessly generous in service?  How will I get my hands dirty for others this week?

Phone Follow-Up:
Script:

Hi! My name is ____________________, and I’m calling on behalf of 

____________________ Parish and the Catholic Charities Appeal.


We are in the final stages of the Appeal and are in hopes of encouraging parishioners to consider a donation or pledge to this year’s Appeal, which ends in (a week, a few days, etc.). We are close to exceeding last year’s total, but our true goal is to get all of our parishioners to contribute, no matter what size their gift.


You should have received your second (or first) mailing from Father __________________, the pastor, regarding Catholic Charities along with a contribution card. If you didn’t or if you’ve misplaced it, I’d be happy to have one sent to you! (Do they want one sent or do they have theirs?)


I certainly didn’t call to pressure you, that’s the last thing I want to do, but this is the only time during the year that the Bishop asks for all parishioners in the Diocese to come to the assistance of those in need throughout the area.


All you have to do is fill out the card and return it by mail or drop it in the collection basket on Sunday. If you wish to pledge, you don’t have to pay anything now, you’ll be billed in July. You can pay anyway you want – monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually and by credit or debit card.  Also online at: frdioc-catholiccharities.org

I’m really grateful for your willingness to talk to me this evening, and I hope you’ll join us in our support of Catholic Charities. The need in our area and throughout the Diocese is increasing dramatically, so we need your help now more than ever. Whatever amount you can give will be greatly appreciated. No gift is too small!


Thanks so much!

Talking Points for Catholic Charities Appeal Speakers

and General Promotion - 2018
General Appeal Information
· Over 25,000 parishioners and friends from the 82 parishes donated to the Appeal in 2017.
· This is the 77th year of the Annual Catholic Charities Appeal here in the Diocese of Fall River.

· There are literally hundreds of volunteers who assist the needy in each of the Diocesan Agencies and Apostolates.
· The Appeal Agencies and Apostolates assist anyone in need regardless of race, creed, nationality, gender, or economic status.

· 94 Cents of every dollar donated last year went solely to the agencies and apostolates funded by the Catholic Charities Appeal.
· This is the only time the Diocese asks its parishioners to assist it in meeting the needs of our friends and neighbors in need.
Due to the generosity of the more than 25,000 parishioners and supporters of last year’s Appeal, we are able to give the following examples of the caring and compassionate ministry offered by the Catholic Charities Agencies to those in need throughout our Diocese in the past year.
Specific Information regarding Agencies and Apostolates:

· More than a dozen agencies and apostolates funded by Catholic Charities assisted and ministered to over 100,000 individuals and families.

· Our food pantries and soup kitchens in southeastern Massachusetts provided over 300,000 pounds of food in 2017 to 8,352 households, comprised of nearly 50,000 adults and children.
· The Catholic Social Services Office has served and ministered to nearly 50,000 individuals.

· The Christmas Gift Program which provided toys to 612 families comprised of 1,362 children. Thousands of gifts were distributed to these children from all across the Diocese.

· The housing of countless women, men, children, and families that have been displaced due to numerous social and economic situations, i.e. abuse, domestic violence, substance abuse, unemployment, foreclosure, etc. (over 2,100 individuals and families were housed on any given night by Catholic Social Services) in emergency, transitional, and supportive housing programs across the Diocese.
· The counseling services that are provided all across the diocese to hundreds of individuals and families needing assistance with housing, medical insurance, mental health insurance, employment, abuse, violence, etc.

· The weekly television Mass that provides spiritual comfort for over 15,000 individuals who are sick and homebound in nearly 6,000 homes, hospitals, and nursing facilities, is partially funded by the Appeal.
· Residences (in urban areas and on Cape Cod) for women recently released from prison, as well as drug and alcohol free residences for both men and women.

· The office of Catholic Social Services provides crisis counseling for any “children in crisis” in our Diocesan schools.

· The Office of Family Ministry conducted Marriage Preparation Programs for hundreds of couples across the Diocese last year.

· The Catholic Social Services Office offers ESL and GED classes, as well as literacy and citizenship classes to individuals across the Diocese.

· The Diocesan Office of Persons with Disabilities has 267 open cases of individuals in need of services with disabilities ranging from depression and anxiety, to severe mental illnesses, cerebral palsy, mental retardation, drug addiction, learning disabilities, etc.

· The Office of Pastoral Ministry to the Sick which ministers to the sick and dying in All of the hospitals in southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod, and the Islands through its network of nearly 22 full and part-time chaplains, all of whom provide coverage for these hospitals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, made over 62,000 visits, at which time they distributed over 44,000 Communions, and administered the Sacrament of the Sick to more than 6,900 individuals.

· The Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) which offers over 1,000 boys and girls the opportunity to be a part of 100 basketball teams across the diocese.

· The availability of Campus Ministers for all colleges in the diocese.

· Prison Ministry provided by a Priest and Deacons who serve as Chaplains to the Dartmouth and Barnstable Houses of Correction.

· The Diaconate Program which supports over 60 deacons presently serving in parishes and in other ministries in the Diocese.

· One of the Catholic Social Services soup kitchens served over 21,000 meals.

These wonderful services, and dozens more, are offered to all who turn to us for assistance regardless of race, creed, nationality, gender, or economic status.

Quotes from clients who have been assisted by these agencies:
Steven, a resident of Samaritan House:
“The Samaritan House is a homeless shelter…you come in here and people really take an interest in you…it has been kind of a life safe for me. I was diagnosed with a terminal illness in October and ah I was living outside…they took us in here. It’s been a real blessing in my life.”
“If I wasn’t here, well you know…I would be in the tent…battling the snow and the cold. We spent last February out in the tent. You know you’re not judged um you know they’re just here to help you out. They care about what’s happening to you and what’s going to happen in your life.”
“The Samaritan House depends on the Catholic Charities and Catholic Charities obviously depends on donations…thanks to the goodness of people’s hearts. If I met an actual donor to Catholic Charities, I’d like to just express to them sincerely how much it really means to people, you know, to have their donation and have Catholic Charities involved in our life.”

Paula, a frequent visitor to one of our Food Pantries: 
“I am so grateful to have it. I come every month for my twin sister and me. We are on very low fixed incomes and it really helps us get through the month. I can’t tell you how much these pantries have done for us. Without the Food Pantry? What could I do?”
“I was homeless for about three weeks and Catholic Charities put me up in a shelter.”
“Thank you isn’t enough. There’s not enough words to say thank you.”

Ainslee, a resident of St. Anne’s:
“I was homeless after having Multiple Sclerosis. I lost my home and my two businesses, and had no where to go. We were searching around for a roof over our heads, my son and I. I was very lucky to find a room for a disabled person.”

“I never thought this would happen to me. I mean I worked hard all my life and just things just went wrong. I got Multiple Sclerosis and there was no place to go. St. Anne’s saved my life.”

Jodi, a resident of St. Anne’s:
“I’m a victim of domestic violence and I’m also working on alcohol and substance abuse problems at the time. It’s been almost two years for me that I’ve been clean of alcohol and drugs.”

“Because of the domestic violence issues that have gone on in my life, I didn’t feel safe to get my own place. There was nowhere that I could move that I would’ve felt safe. By the Grace of God I was chosen to come and live here at St. Anne’s. And what this place has made possible. I am now in school.”

“This is a gift. This is a real big gift to me. This is home to me and it’s making it very possible for me to go on with my long term goals.”

“You’d have to see it and actually be here to believe what their money has done. I wouldn’t be where I am today. There’s not enough words to say exactly how many lives the donations has changed.”

“Thank you very, very much from the bottom of my heart. St. Anne’s building has changed my life for good.”

John, a resident of Talbot Apartments:
“I’ve been 5 or 6 years sober and I was homeless before I moved here. I’ve gotten my GED through Talbot Apartments. I’ve gotten my Associates Degree and I’m currently in my third year at Bridgewater, going for my bachelor’s.”

“I want to become a Social Worker, and when I do my dream is to be able to help children. That’s my goal and I will accomplish it thanks to Talbot Apartments. I would like to have a home like this one day for kids.”
“To anyone who’s given to Catholic Charities or even thinking of giving I would just like to thank Catholic Charities and more importantly who ever gives money to help places like this because without Catholic Charities I wouldn’t be a father to my 14 year old son.”

Karen, a resident of St. Francis:
“My life has done a complete 360. I came from being a woman who had 40 years of substance abuse with no hope. They saw in me what I couldn’t see in myself. Self-Respect, dignity, self-worth. I didn’t have any of that when I came here. And I have that today. And it’s because of this house and because of Catholic Social Services. They gave me a chance.”

“You know, how do you thank someone for giving you back your life? It’s impossible.”

Brenda, a resident of Donovan House:
“The Donovan House is a transitional home for women and children. All have come from abusive relations, substance abuse problems and it’s independent living to help us get back on our feet so that we can live. Emma is 14 months old and I am blessed that we have a chance to be here through Catholic Social Services.”

“I don’t know where we’d be if it wasn’t for Donovan House. Probably in a shelter somewhere.”

Joselle, a resident of Donovan House:
“Without the Donovan House and having the opportunity to stay here, I would most likely be on the streets, I would be struggling, probably living out of my car.”

“It’s a sanctuary.”

“I just wanted to say I am a 30 year old woman who is now single after a long abusive marriage. I don’t feel as though I’ve done anything to put myself in this situation. It could happen to anyone and I feel just because I’m homeless doesn’t mean that I can’t take hold of my life and move on, and take advantage of what’s been given to me. Thank you so very much.”
Melissa, a client at Office for Persons with Disabilities:
“I was homeless and I ah went to St. Anne’s and was living there. My medical condition was so bad that I was going to the hospitals a lot and that’s how I met Matt and he’s helped me through all this.”
“I’ve seen a lot of other people helped by Catholic Social Services and now I see what they do for people. If it wasn’t for their help, I ah could be in a shelter. Catholic Social Services helped me by ah my issues are mostly health...I’m ah brittle diabetic and I have grand mal epilepsy. Catholic Social Services will be getting me um PCA’s to help me with light meals that a diabetic needs to keep in shape.”
SAMPLE PASTOR APPEAL LETTERS










May 2017

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Whatsoever you do…

I write to you regarding a very important responsibility that we have as one of the Catholic parishes in the Diocese of Fall River.  Again, with our Bishop, I invite you to respond generously to the Annual Catholic Charities Appeal.  It’s a way of responding to the challenge of Jesus, called to mind by this year’s theme:  “Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, you do to me.”  The proceeds of the Appeal provide programs that touch the lives of tens of thousands, just in our Diocese.

Currently there are nearly 30 agencies and apostolates funded by Catholic Charities.  Among them are:  Individual and Family Counseling, Prison Ministry, Summer Camp for the Handicapped, Respect Life Endeavors, Foster Care Programs, Food Pantries, Televised Mass, and Cardinal Medeiros Residence for retired priests.  A review of the brochure enclosed will provide more details about what this Appeal helps accomplish.  Note that 94 cents of every dollar donated is directed to apostolates and agencies which serve varied needs.  Note also the direct appeal of our Bishop, Edgar M. da Cunha.

All I can ask is that you continue the spirit of charity that has marked your past giving.  Last year’s total of $
was a          % increase over the previous year!  You may want to consider making a pledge, which enables you to extend your payments over ten months (beginning in July).  You may even use your credit card.  You can give online directly to the Appeal office at frdioc-catholiccharities.org (our parish will be credited for your generosity).  If you have not contributed in the past, please consider making a new beginning by getting involved this year.

The Appeal extends from May 1 to June 28, 2017.  Enclosed with this letter and brochure, you will find a donor’s card and a return envelope.  Please make your donation or pledge by May 21 in order to avoid a second request.  Whatsoever you do, thank you in advance for your generous response to the needs of others through this year’s Catholic Charities Appeal.
Sincerely yours in Christ,







April 15, 2018

I recently had the honor to attend a reception celebrating the 20th anniversary of St. Clare’s House in Hyannis, a residence for women who have recently been released from incarceration.  While at St. Clare’s, these women are provided vital services and programs to get them back on their feet and reinserted into society.  Those in attendance at the Mass included present and past “residents”, dedicated staff and a host of volunteers.  It was a beautiful Liturgy of thanksgiving, joy and hope.

Just down the road from St. Clare’s is St. Joseph’s House in downtown Hyannis, which provides a bed, a warm meal, and a “roof over one’s head” for those who suddenly find themselves homeless on Cape Cod.  Sadly, a good number of these “guests” are senior citizens.

These are but two of the local programs which are coordinated by Catholic Social Services in our diocese, which is a major beneficiary of the Annual Fall River Diocesan Catholic Charities Appeal.

As your pastor, I write once again to ask for your support of this vital collection.  In addition to the services mentioned above, the Catholic Charities Appeal provides funding for our hospital chaplaincy programs, including Falmouth and Cape Cod Hospitals.  In addition, the weekly diocesan television Mass on ABC6 (Cable 22) is made possible, in part, by this collection.  Programs and support groups to families in our diocesan inner cities, such as Fall River and New Bedford, are visible signs of the Church’s presence to those in need.  The Office of Faith Formation, also a beneficiary, supports local parishes in the work of sharing the faith with our youth as well as provides support to young couples preparing for the sacrament of Matrimony.

Last year,
Parish contributed $
, a new record for 
Parish.  This is a tremendous expression of your understanding of and commitment to the work of the Church.  I am very hopeful that we will see even more parishioners contribute this year and possibly even exceed last year’s total.  Enclosed is a brochure explaining the Appeal as well as a contribution card and return envelope.  All monies donated to the Appeal support the more than 30 agencies of our diocese.  Please consider using the “pledge system” in order to budget your contribution over a longer period and, perhaps, enable you to make a larger contribution.  Many businesses also have programs which will match a personal contribution of an employee to a charitable organization.  Perhaps your place of employment has such a program.

Please return your contribution or pledge card either by mail to the parish office or place it in the collection basket at Mass.  The appeal will end on June 27th.  I simply ask that you do what you can, as your means allow.  Any contribution you may be able to give is very much appreciated.

May God’s loving and merciful embrace move you to do the same for those in need, for as Jesus reminded us: “As often as you do this for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do it for me.” – Matthew 25.40

With gratitude for your consideration and with a promise of prayer, I am







Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Peace of the Risen Christ be with all of you.

Our Lenten time of Penance is over and we have joyfully celebrated the Resurrection of the Christ. We are now in our 50-day season of Easter. During this time we will read and reflect on the Acts of the Apostles at our Sunday assembly. It is a chronicle of the life of the early church. It teaches us how the fledgling church took care of the needs of the poor and displaced persons in their midst. This was how the early church gave witness to the truth of the resurrection. We are no longer a fledgling community but a world-wide congregation of faith of more than one billion people. The early church changed lives and invited people to holiness one at a time. So must we! The call to proclaim the Good News of Christ’s resurrection is no less important today and maybe even more challenging.


In the Diocese of Fall River, the ministries funded by the Annual Catholic Charities Appeal heal, console, and give dignity to thousands of people in our region. These ministries are not in far-off places but reach into our lives, our families and our local community.


Here are some of the ways that the Catholic Charities Appeal ministers to people:

· Catholic Social Services: Counseling individuals and families in crisis, adoption services, child abuse prevention, domestic violence prevention, care for immigrants and refugees, English as a second language, citizenship and literacy classes, 4 shelters for homeless battered women and children, food pantries in every region of the diocese.

· Catholic Campus Ministry: At U. Mass. Dartmouth and Bristol C.C. and Cape Cod C.C.

· Diocesan Pastoral Care: Chaplains at all the hospitals in the diocese.
· Hope House. The diocesan shelter for those afflicted with HIV/AIDS.

· Samaritan House. Homeless shelter in Taunton.

· The Television Mass. Keeping thousands of homebound persons connected to the community of prayer.
· The Office of Family Life. Sponsors many support groups including, Divorced, Separated, and Remarried Catholics, Widowed Persons, as well as the “Rainbows Program” for children ages 5 – 14 who have suffered losses due to death, divorce, or other painful transition.
· The Pro-Life Office. Project Rachel assisting women and men with past abortion suffering.
· St. Vincent de Paul Home. Caring for children in crisis or who are displaced.
· Diocesan Nursing Homes. 

The brochure included in this mailing outline even more ways that our contribution to the Catholic Charities Appeal furthers the ministry of Christ’s church in our midst.

Please consider a pledge of .50 cents a day, which totals $150.00 per year (scheduled over a ten-month period). If you have contributed at that amount or higher in the past, please join with me by also increasing your contribution by 10%. Of course, any amount helps. 

You may make your pledge in three convenient ways:

· By check (you will receive a periodic statement to return by mail)

· Billed monthly or quarterly to a credit card

· Debited from a bank account you designate


And above all, join me in prayer for all those who are given healing, comfort and dignity through the ministries supported by the Fall River Diocesan Annual Catholic Charities Appeal.

Sincerely in Christ,

April 2018

Dear Parishioner or Friend of

:

Throughout the world, Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has proclaimed the Church’s mission of service to the “least of our brethren” (Mt. 25).  He asks us to open our hearts to receive God the Father’s mercy and to extend that same mercy to each other.  

For many years, here in our Diocese of Fall River, we have used our annual CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL to try to respond in charity to our brothers and sisters in need.   I ask you to make a special effort to reach out in charity to those in need throughout our Diocese.

The parish phase of the Appeal will begin on May 1st and I urge you to respond to this once a year appeal from Bishop da Cunha to reach out in charity to those beyond our parish boundaries in the wider family of the Church in our Diocese.  Your donation will help to fund the many apostolates and agencies which provide the practical application of your charity to many of our needy brothers and sisters.  Unlike the recent Diocesan Assessment, which is used to fund the central administration of our Diocese and the Bishop’s office; this appeal goes directly to the charitable services of the Diocese. In this still developing economy, the need for your charity is even greater.  You may wish to use the pledge system so that your gift may be spread out over a period of time allowing you to be even more generous.

I have enclosed a card to record your donation to our CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL.  Just fill it out and drop it in the mail or in the collection basket at Mass.  The Appeal will continue through June. So please consider the largest gift you can afford to help our Bishop as he leads us in “Renewing our Diocese of Fall River in Faith & Hope” and in this appeal to our charity to thank God for His many gifts to each of us by sharing some of them with others, particularly those most in need.

May God bless you for all you do to support us here at 
and for your generous response to our 2018 CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL.







Sincerely yours in Christ
May 1, 2017

Whatsoever you do…
Dear Parishioner,


I hope this letter finds you well, enjoying God’s blessings.  The reason for this letter is to ask for your generosity and commitment to support the upcoming Catholic Charities Appeal which will begin this May 1st.  As you know, once a year we have this special appeal in our parish through which we are asked to contribute to the funding of the different charitable works of the Diocese that benefit the lives of many less fortunate people in our area.


The people of our parish have always responded with great enthusiasm and generosity to this appeal.  I hope this year is not the exception.  Our generosity and the charity we put into practice, manifests our spiritual maturity.  Even though we are poor ourselves, we know that the Lord can do great things with the little we can give, as he did with the five loaves of bread and the two fish. (LK. 9:16)


Our Lord Jesus commanded us to care for the needy according to our own possibilities.  The precept of love impels us to care for others.  We know that many people in New Bedford and the surrounding area need our help.  We don’t know if one day we would be on the other side of the equation.


The theme for this year is: “whatsoever you do…”  These were the words Our Lord Jesus told his disciples to remind them that each person is created in the image of God and that the care and love we have for others is the love and care we have for God.


Thank you so much for your generosity.  Saint Jose Maria Escrivá used to say that God is never outdone in generosity, may He multiply his blessings upon you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

April 24, 2017

Dear friends of our parish family,

The 25th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel contains one of the final earthly conversations of Jesus with his followers; we’ve come to call it “the last judgement.”  What Jesus is attempting to accomplish, of course, is to change our hearts and our lives – well before the time when we

shall all come before God.

The essence of a life made truly human, by the power of God’s Spirit, Jesus says isn’t whether we prayed the rosary or came very Sunday for Mass, important as a healthy spirituality is; rather, what God will want to know above all else is how we cared for one another, especially for the least – and that in our caring for one another we realized we were doing it all for Jesus.

I write for our third time together in the 76th Annual Catholic Charities Appeal.  Please visit our web (

.org) and spend just seven quiet moments listening as our Bishop talks to your heart; and be moved and even spiritually proud that for almost eight decades the “widows mite” and the generosity of those blessed with abundance have helped our Church feed the hungry and thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, care for the ill and, yes, visit those in prison with a word of hope for a reconciling future.

Last year due to your generosity, the Diocese of Fall River raised a record high of $4.6 million dollars.  For every dollar donated 94 cents went to support our homeless shelters and food banks, the spiritual training of our future leaders, the care of our retired priests, our students on the campuses of the local colleges and universities and, yes, the revitalizing of our prison ministry right here in Bristol County.

With this letter, I humbly request your family’s sacrificial gift.  I, myself, found that making a pledge, paid over ten months, allows me to offer a larger donation.  Your support will allow our parish to continue as one of the true leaders among faith communities.  Please make this thoughtful and prayerful gift the priority it deserves, holding back on your weekly offering, if needed.

Walk this journey with us in love with Jesus’ words alive in your heart, “Whatsoever you do for the least of my people, that you do unto me.”

Gratefully,

Spring 2017

Beloved,


In recent weeks, we have been directly connected with so much international tension – think Syria, Afghanistan and North Korea.  Over Easter weekend, Pope Francis quoted Popes John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI and echoed their call to end all war.  These popes have consistently taught that there are no winners of military conflict and it is the ordinary people and the poor who suffer as nations strive to dominate one another.  Each of these popes has begged nations to seek the way of peace together.


You and I could feel like the small fry in this big international picture.  But in this Easter Season, as we hear the story of the Acts of the Apostles, we see what Jesus could do with just a handful of apostles.  Because of their witness to Him, many came to believe.  They gathered Sunday after Sunday to celebrate the Lord’s Supper and to share all their goods in common.  It is important to note that these conversions happened one by one at the preaching of Peter and the others.


If it is true that the world is changed one by one, then I guess that doesn’t make us small fry after all.  Each of us, in the way that we conduct ourselves and relate to one another, to neighbors, the Town, and especially to those in need, can make a huge difference.  Many of us know this is true because we see it when we volunteer to help a sick neighbor, accept membership in Town Meeting, bag and serve food at the Shepherd’s Pantry, help with the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, support our students at 

School, pray for peace, for married couples, and for children.


One of the things I love most about Catholic Charities is that it gives us each an opportunity to make a difference locally.  Through Catholic Charities we help many people one by one.  We do it because we are believers and are convinced that it has a ripple effect on the planet:  every good deed touches someone who then touches someone who then touches someone.  Imagine that something good done here in Fairhaven eventually is a blessing in Syria, Afghanistan or North Korea.  Imagine a world in which all thermo-nuclear devices are destroyed, the “mother of all bombs” is dismantled, and aircraft carrier task forces no longer need to be deployed because they aren’t needed any more.  It is possible.  One by One.  It is a hope grounded in faith in Jesus Christ.


I invite you this year to be part of the ripple-effect-blessing.  Through your generous Catholic Charities donation, help someone locally who becomes a blessing to others.  Let your gift be in the measure of your hope for a world that is conflict free.  Let it be a gift for peace.

May God love and keep you,

April 11, 2016

Dear :

It is not enough to say we are Christians. We must live the faith, not only with our words but with our actions.

(Pope Francis)

Donors to the annual Catholic Charities Appeal live the Christian faith! At least that is the feelings of Brenda a resident of Donovan House, a transitional home for woman and children. Brenda came to Donovan House to try to escape from a violent domestic living situation. She also wanted to break free from a substance abuse problem. At Donovan House Brenda and her 14 month old daughter Emma found both a safe haven and the counseling help to put her substance abuse problem into her past. In the safe environment of Donavan House, an agency of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Fall River and one of the organizations supported by the Catholic Charities Appeal, Brenda has been able to regain her self-respect, take advantage of job training and even begun to take courses towards a college degree. Emma has found a nurturing and safe environment too. 

There are so many other Brendas and Emmas in our community. With the increasing opiate epidemic in every community of our area the need for safe environments for females, males and children like Brenda and Emma is out stripping the supply. More safe and homey shelters like Donovan House are needed in our community. This spring Catholic Social Services will open a new Sr. Rose House in the South End of New Bedford. This establishment will offer transitional housing for two dozen men along with facilities that offer job training in the food service industry.  Donations of almost $4.5 million made by over 30,000 faithful parishioners to last year’s annual Catholic Charities Appeal help make the new Sr. Rose Home and Donavan House available to those in need of emergency shelter. Your donation to this year’s 75th Annual Catholic Charities Appeal will help keep these two homes operating and possibly allow the opening of new facilities to help with the growing problems of homelessness and opiate addiction. 

The 2016 Catholic Charities Appeal, our diocese’s 75th Appeal, will run from May 1-June 30, 2016. This year’s theme is Open Your Heart to Mercy. It reflects the emphasis Pope Francis asks us to put on practicing the corporal and spiritual works of mercy during this Extraordinary Year of Mercy. Your donation to the Catholic Charities Appeal can be one of those works. 

I want to thank you for your support of the Catholic Charities Appeal in past years and request that same generosity this year. Last year 
 parishioners of 

Parish contributed a total of $
. That was an increase of just less than 5%. This year we would like to set a parish goal of $
that would be an increase of less than 2.5%.  Last year you contributed ________ to the Appeal. Would you consider increasing your donation by 2.5%? That amount would be _____ for a total of _____. We appreciate whatever amount you can contribute this year.  Like you I believe that the Catholic Charities Appeal is one of the most important charities I contribute to. For that reason I make the CCA the recipient of 2.5% of my income. This year I will contribute $1,500 to help fund the Donovan and the new Sr. Rose House.  

Enclosed with a contribution card is an informative brochure that tells you more about the Catholic Charities Appeal and the entities it funds. Please be sure to read over the brochure. Also note that 93 cents of every dollar you donate to the CCA goes to provide direct assistance to the needy. Our administrative costs are some of the lowest of any charity.  Information is also available by accessing the Catholic Charities website. www.frdioc-catholiccharities.org. There you will find video and audio clips from those you have helped in the past by your CCA donation.  Please consider making a pledge to the Appeal. Spreading your donation over a ten month period often helps us give a more substantial amount. A donation can also be charged on a Visa, Mastercharge or American Express card. Possibly, your employer offers a matching gift program that will increase the amount of your gift even more. Remember no gift is too small when it is given from the heart to help assist the poor. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,

“Be attentive to the needs of the poor, the suffering, the lonely, for whoever has 

chosen to love Jesus cannot but love his neighbor.”    Pope Francis
April 2017

Dear Parishioners:

It is that time of year that I ask for your help and support toward the 76th Anniversary of the Annual Catholic Charities Appeal. This appeal begins on May 1, 2017 with the slogan “What so ever you do...Matthew 25” which focuses on the call to service others. 
I want to thank all of you for the support you have given to the poor and less fortunate throughout the years and by contributing again this year to the Catholic Charities Appeal. Your continued need for support to the thousands of people in the Fall River Diocese is vital. 

Please contribute by either making a pledge using a credit card, by writing a check payable to 

Church or by signing on to the Catholic Charities website at www.frdioc-catholiccharities.org. You may also prefer to sign onto our parish website,
.org and click onto the Catholic Charities Link. You may drop the envelope with your donation and donation card in the collection basket at Mass or by mailing them directly to the rectory. Please return all donations by Monday, June 26th so the donation will be included in this year’s appeal. If you have any questions, please contact the rectory at (508)

.
Again, I want to thank all who have given so generously in the past and ask for your continued support. And, to those who have not given to begin and join us as “What so ever you do…” do for others.  Please consider contributing to this worthy cause. 94 cents of every dollar donated goes directly to these agencies in our Diocese. Donations to the Catholic Charities are not included in the parish assessment. Please be generous. Together, let us continue to help feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked and comfort the sorrowful. Please be generous to the Appeal and to those neighbors in need; your gift will make a difference.

Faithfully yours,

Dear Parishioner,


As spring continues to warm the air I am reminded to thank you for your contribution to the Church’s Catholic Charity Appeal in the past and to once again ask for your assistance in this year’s appeal. Though I am aware of the financial limitations that we all have, I call on your generosity once again. Please consider being as generous as your means will allow. When we support charities in Christ’s name, we ourselves benefit spiritually because of our own generosity.


God does not ask the impossible of us. God asks that we share our time, talents and other resources to benefit others, especially those less fortunate. Here is a way in which we as a parish community can make a difference. What we give as individuals makes a tremendous difference when added to the generosity of others to accomplish great things. See enclosed flyer for details.


Beginning (date) collectors for the Appeal will be at each entrance of the Church. I ask that you bring the enclosed card along with your contribution to Church or mail it in the enclosed envelope. Your gift may be charged to a credit card or you can choose to make a pledge and spread your donation out for 10 months.


I would like to thank you for your contribution and I pray that the Lord rewards your generosity to helping those less fortunate.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Caro paroquiano:


Com a aproximação da primavera enchendo o ar de calor lembrei-me de vos agradecer pela vossa anterior e muito generosa contribuição para as Caridades Católicas e mais uma ves pedir-lhes assistencia para o apelo deste ano. Embora esteja a par das limitaçoes financeiras que todos nós temos, eu mais uma ves solicito a vossa generosidade. Por favor considere ser generoso dentro das suas possibilidades. Quando nós praticamos caridade em nome de Cristo, nós mesmos beneficiamos da nossa própria generosidade.


Deus nunca nos pede o impossivel. Deus pede que compartilhemos o nosso tempo, talento e outros recursos para beneficiar outros, especialmente os menos afortunados. Aqui está uma maneira na qual nós como comunidade paróquiana podemos fazer a diferença. O que nós damos como individuos faz uma tremenda diferença quando adicionade á generosidade doutros para conseguir grandes coisas. Veja detalhes no folheto anexo a esta carta.


Principiando no

de Abril, voluntários estarão á entrada da nossa igreja antes e depois de cada Missa para receber os vossos donativos. Peço por favor que tragam o cartão anexo junto com a vossa contribuição para esta causa, ou então enviem a vossa contribuição pelo correio no envelope que providenciamos para o efeito. A vossa oferta pode ser paga com o vosso cartão de crédito ou pode ainda fazer promessa a ser paga num periodo de 10 meses.


Agradeço sinceramente a vossa oferta e fico rezando para que o Senhor vos compense por ajudar os que mais precisam.

Sinceramente em Cristo,

Sample Thank you letter for Pastors
Dear:

I write to thank you for your generous response to our 2018 Catholic Charities Appeal.  You gift/pledge of $ ___

will be added to those of thousands other parishioner throughout our Diocese and provide meaningful assistance to many needy people.  

I deeply appreciate your consideration of this request to contribute and look forward to sharing the satisfaction of doing all we can, in this Year of Mercy, for those who need our hearts to be open to them.

Please know that you and your loved ones will remain in my prayers.  Thank you once again for your thoughtful generosity.

Sincerely,


