Georgia Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

STUDENT LOBBY DAY

Thursday, February 21, 2019
OVERVIEW

This annual event educates and empowers MFT students by orienting them to the legislative process and providing them with an opportunity to lobby Georgia lawmakers regarding GAMFT’s legislative agenda.  The informational portion, which will last approximately 1 hour, features a Legislative Workshop conducted by Carl Johnson, Chair of GAMFT’s Legislative/Governmental Affairs Committee. Following the Workshop, students will proceed across the street to meet with their legislators and tour the Capitol. Organized activities will end by 1:00 pm.

EVENT LOCATION
Central Presbyterian Church Atlanta – Brotherhood Room
Central Presbyterian Church is located in downtown Atlanta across the street from the state Capitol at the corner of Washington Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. Enter the church using the main door facing the capitol. Go straight ahead, then down a short flight of stairs, to the door on the right. The street address is:
201 Washington Street SW; Atlanta, Georgia, 30303
*There is no parking at Central Presbyterian Church. Use one of the public parking decks listed below.

WHEN
 

Thursday, February 21 
9:30 am -1:00 pm
MEET YOUR LEGISLATOR

To make the most of the Lobby Day experience, it is important that all attendees identify your State Representative and State Senator prior to attending. (If you have a Georgia home other than your current student residence, identify both State Representatives and both State Senators.) To find your State Senator and your State Representative, go to www.votesmart.org and enter your full address in the box that says “Enter a politician’s name or zip code,” then scroll down to “State Senate” and “State House” (not U.S. Senate or U.S. House). Hopefully, you will have the opportunity to page your Representative or Senator when we visit the capitol, introduce yourself, and lobby him or her regarding GAMFT’s legislative agenda.
In order to enter the Capitol, bring a picture ID, and do not bring pocket knives or other potential weapons. Men should wear a coat and tie; women should wear business attire.
Visit the Georgia General Assembly website to get contact information for your legislators and to view specific bills: www.legis.ga.gov 
PARKING

Public parking is available at several nearby locations:  

Pete Hackney Parking Deck ($10.00/day; credit card only)

(See “Getting There” below for directions)
162 Jesse Hill, Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30303

(Enclosed/Covered Walkway: Take the elevator in the Pete Hackney Parking Deck to the fifth 
floor; go across the enclosed bridge to the Butler Parking Deck; take the elevator to the third 
floor; go across the enclosed bridge to the Floyd Building; go through the main lobby and out 
the front door; follow the covered walkway to the corner of MLK Jr. Dr. and Piedmont Rd.; go 
one block along MLK Jr. Dr. to Washington St., then turn left and go to the church front door.)

Steve Polk Plaza Parking Lot ($13.00/2 hours; $15.00 maximum)
65 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30303

(This parking lot is located across MLK Jr. Dr. from the church)

Lanier Parking Underground Atlanta Deck ($7.00/3 hours; $8.00 maximum)

95 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SW, Atlanta, GA 30303


(This parking deck is located two blocks past the church on MLK Jr. Dr.)

GETTING THERE
MARTA:  The “Georgia State” MARTA Station, which is on the East-West Line, is located in the Floyd Building, diagonally opposite the Capitol.  
CAR (Directions are to the Pete Hackney Parking Deck, which is located two blocks from the Capitol.):

I-75/85 Southbound

Exit #248A Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. Turn RIGHT onto MLK Jr. Drive; turn RIGHT onto Jessie Hill, Jr. Drive.  Pete Hackney deck is 2nd garage on the right.

I-75/85 Northbound

Exit #246 Fulton Street. Turn RIGHT onto Fulton St.; then left onto Capitol Avenue. 

Cross Memorial Drive; then turn RIGHT onto MLK, Jr. Drive. Turn LEFT onto Jessie Hill, Jr. Drive.  Pete Hackney deck is 2nd garage on the right.

I-20 Westbound

Exit 258A Capital Avenue. Turn RIGHT onto Capital Avenue and follow to MLK, Jr. Drive. Turn RIGHT and go to the first traffic light.  Turn LEFT onto Jessie Hill, Jr. Drive.  Pete Hackney deck is  2nd garage on the right.

I-20 Eastbound

Exit 256B Windsor/Spring Street.  Go straight on this street to Central Avenue (3rd traffic light). Turn LEFT onto Central Avenue; turn RIGHT on Memorial Drive. Go to second traffic light and turn LEFT onto Capitol Avenue. Turn RIGHT onto MLK, Jr. Drive. Turn LEFT onto Jessie Hill, Jr. Drive.  Pete Hackney deck is 2nd garage on the right.

To find out more about this day, please call the GAMFT office at 404-261-1185 or Carl Johnson at 404-373-3681. 
